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To the Chriftian READER. 
í L L Books of worth relating to Chriĝian 
A Religion, after thatBook of books yeasi 
r tséxveses Lhe holy Scriptures arebut Con- 
duit-pipesto conveigh unto particular ufes thofe 
moft pretious Truths which are in general com- 
prifedin them, asa full Ciftern fupplyed imme- 
diately out of the One, True, Living Fountain of 
all illiveningTruth,the Onely, Very ,.LivingGod. 
The higheft end of Scripture-bred Faith, in refe- 
rence to Believers, is the Salvation of their Souls, 
yet doth this Honey-comb likewife drop much 
{weetnefs unto them whilft they are in the body; 
for it giveth them reft in perplexities,fecurity in 
dangers advantage in lofles abundance in wants, 
comfort in troubles, ftabilicy in changes content 
and quietnefs in all even the moft diftracted con- 
ditions, enabling them to live continually upon 
that~w bx chat All-mighty,All-fufficient God, 
who isever flowing outin theoil of gladnefs to 
thofe. whofe hearts are kept up,open and empty, 
through Faith to receive of his fulnefs. Two 
{pecial Brefts of Confolation the Lord affordeth 
to Believers, that they may by Faith fuck {weet- 
eft comfort from them, that is to fay fpecial Pro- 
mifes , and {pecial Providence, both which are 
fo advantagioufly drawn out, and held out to 
m Å 3 Be- 


Tothe Chriftias Reader. 
believers in the two enfuing Tracts compiled 
by that man of Name Mr. Ozpanian SEDG- 
wick, according tothe wifdom and skill in the 
work of the Miniftery given ‘to him, that he 
who. fhall ftay the Reader with any long Pre- 
face from a prefent reaping the fruit of the la- 
bours of fuch an Author, on fuch a Subject, 
muft needs put himfelf upon an Apology , 
which we chufe rather not to need, then to make 
ufe of inthis cafe.And therefore Chriftian Rea- 
der we fhall onely affure thee, that thefe. two 
Tra@s upon Pfal. 23. and Mat: 10. 29. are the 
genuine labours of the Reverend Author now 
with God ; the careof whofe Manulcripts is by 
his. Will committed to us: We leave the foliowing. 
Tradéts to thy ftudy; and thy ftudy to Gods blef- 
fing, with heartieft. defire, that through Gods 
blefling- on. thy ftudies , the Authors ends of © 
thefe his labours may be attained in thee, which 
we.are moft aflured were Thy good and Gods glory. 
We. would be glad in exchange for what is now 
by.us handedto thee; to receive from thee hearty 
prayers for 3 
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The Lord is my Shepherd, I fhail 


not want. 


MOS Hether the whole book of P/alms, were 
penned by David,as S. Auftin conje- 
Ctures;or rather, fome by David, fome 
by Afapb, fome by Mofes, fome by So- 
lomon,as Enfebius, Athanafius, Hilla- 
ry and Hierom conjeQure, it is no ne- 
ceffity to argue, fure we are that they 

are all of them dictated by the Holy- 
nd then ic matters not much whofe pen wrote 


them. 
Many of them ( queftionlefs) ow themfelves to David, of 
which (as Athanafins and others well obferve) fome are onely 
B nara 


2 a ` The Lordis my Shepherd, &c. m 


narratory, others are moxitory, others are prophetical or predi- @ 
Gory, others are petitional Or precatory, others are laudatory 
or eachariftical, others are deprecatory, others are confolatory 

and moft of them are mixt, fometimes with’ petition and de. 
precation, fometimes with petition and praife, fo iweeily di- 
verfe is the Spirit of God in this book of Pfalmes. 

This Pfalm (which by Gods grace and affiftance) I intend 
to go through, is a fingular Pfalm of David, as you may read 
inthe Title 5 sp ry AL emer le David A Song or Pfalm of 
David. Itis partly 

Euchariftical, praifing for bleffings received. Every mer- 
cy fhould be anfwered with a harmony of. thanks. 

Propberical , auring himfelf (and under that the whole 
Church) of the"perpetuity and continuation of mercies : The 
people of God are like a golden phrafe ina parenthefis, fhut ia - 

both wayes with mercies. 

Q. Itisalittle canvafed by Writers, when and upon what ac- 
cafion David penned this Pfalm ? 

So/,t. Some do conjecture that he penned it upon that fa- 
vour which Achith King of Gath ewed unto him when he refu- 
ged him with the city of Ziklag upon his flight and efcape from 
Saul. Upon the experience of which goodnefs from God, 
he wrote this comfortable Pfalm. 

2. Others rather, and the moft that I have. feen, imagine it 
to be written by David at that time when God had given him 
*poffeffion of the K ingdom, and much profperity and reft. In the 

which goodnefs of God he doth delight himfelf, and from 
much experience concludes by faith, an affurance of Gods con- 
fiant and everlafting providence over him. 

3. Others yet goa ftranger way, imagining David here to 
` blefs Ged fer Chrift „his onely fhepherd’, and who fed him 
“with all forts of blefflings, fpiritual and temporal. 

The conjectures are feveral, for my partI rather encline to 


The e¢cafion 
of the Pialm. 


the middle. | 
The Partsofic, The Pfalmit felf contains in it three parts, > 
1, A general propofition of Gods providence and good- 
nefs, v. I: 


2. A particular expofition ofit,and that by two Allegories 
ee! SE Ee eee E 
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the four firft verfes of the Pfalm. 
Another of an Hoft or conrtecus friend mok liberally and 
exaĝly entertaining his gueft in verie 5. 
3. A believing conclufion in the laft verfe , that this bountiful 
goodnels hall be a continual goodnels, Surely goodne/s and 
mercy faali follow me all the dayes of my life. 
‘Inthe firft ofthefe you have again obfervable, two things, 
1. Afpecial relation [The Lordis my Shepherd. | 
2. A fpecial i//ation [ 1 hall not want, | 
The Lord is my Shepherd] Jehovah is my fhepherd. He 
who isa moft perfe@ Effence of himfelf. He who gives and The fence of 
conferves things in their effence and being. He, laitly, who tte "ords: 
is moft faithful, true, fure, ftedfaft in his promifes, who gives 
reallity or being unto them. TF 
This fehovah (faith David here, both for himfelf and all 
the Church) is my Shepherd. 
This name Pebovah,isas I may fo fpeak, the moft eminent 
of all che names of God, it carries that in it which is allin all 
and asit were above all, Viz. the verity or fidelity of God, 
making good all his goodnefsto us. The Hebrewes make it to 
be an invariable and ineffable name, and it hath no pronouns 
affixed unto it, nor doth it admit any demonftrating article be- 
fore it, and it wants the number of multitude, it isa name fin- 
gular and proper to God. 
And David addes (this Jehovah is my Shepherd) The Vul- 
gar Edition renders it thus, regit me governes me or rules me, 
which is too loofe and general. The Septuagint better, 
moaye ue, pafcit me, feeds me. The Hebrew goes rather 
to the participle of the prefent tenfe Jehovah pafcens me, which 
we render,my fhepherd, or feeding of me. 
I will not infift any longer on the Grammar of the text ;; the 
Propofition is this, 
That the Lord fehovah bimfelf is the Paftor or Shepherd of his D. 
fervants, The Lord Je- 
There is fcarce any one Metaphor in all the Scriptures hovsi himlelf 
through which God doth feem more delightfully to exprefs 5 e sep a 
himfelf then this of a fhepherd, fee at your leifure, Efa.40.1 luia j 


Ezek 34.23. Zach.13.7, Pf.80.1, Give ear O Shepherd of If- 


rael, 


B2 For 


4 The Lord is my Shepherd, &c. 
For the opening of this affertion, know 

The Title of x. Thatthe title of Shepherd may be taken two wayesin 

“fhepherd, taken Scripture. 

Properly, Firft properly fo it notesa particular calling or condition of 
life, which any perfon hath in looking to, caring for and watch- 
ing over fheep, thofe the moft fimple, gentle, fruitful, innocent 
of all irrational creatures. Thus David.at firt wasa fhep- 
herd, and 7ofephs brethren were fhepherds, and Pacob. ~ 


Improperly. Secondly, Itistaken improperly, when the moral parts of a 
fhepherd are applied to any. Thus alfo in Scripture is it ape 
plied. . l 
Applied to Sometimes to Gods Deputies who are of two forts either 


Gods Deputies fuch as in office fhould look to the bodies of men, as Kings® and 
Mrgiftaces Princes, whom God calls fhepherds , thus Cyrws is ftiled a fhep- 
herd, Thou art my fhepherd, Efa.44.28. and David, was fet 
up to be a fhepherd to feed his pecple in Facob, and his inheritance 
in Ifrael, 2 Chron.28.4. 

Or fuch whofe care is converfant about the fouls of men . thug 
the minifters of God are ftiled fhepherds in’ Ezek.3.4. they 
are in that one Chapter thirteen times called fo.° See alfo 
Fer.3.15.& 23.4.Peter hath that charge of a fhepherd to feed the 
fisck, thrice put upon him by Chrift, 7o4.21,15, and he earneft- 
ly preffeth itonall ALinifters to feed the flock of God, 1 Pet.§.2. 
Gol himfeif, Sometime to God himfelf, as herein this Scripture and many 

other above mentioned. Å 
2. Thistitleof fhepherd is to be applied to God onely ina 
right fenfe, not that he doth every thing which every fhepherd 
Who hath al] oth, (for there are fhepherds of whom the Prophet {peaks 
she properties that feedrhemfelves with the fhcep and clothe them/elves with 
of a good hep- the wool and regard not the flock; fee their defcription and 
herd. their judgmeat coo in Ezek 34.) but becaufe he hath all thofe 
properties which a good fhepherd hath. 
In Scripture I find thefe properties of a good fhep- 
rd, 


Minifters. 


Eizht ahs 

ties. € , 

feierte, 1. One is Science: I am the good fhepherd, and know my 
foeep, faith Chrift 7ob.10.14. The fhepherd, muft have a double 
knowledge of fheep. Oxe,is a diftinguifhing knowledge, by 
which he muk difcern fheep from goats,and his own fheep from 
the flocks of others. d 


The Lord is my Shepherd, &c. 


Another is, a skilful knowledge, by which he muft under- 
ftand how to handle them or deal with chem. In both thefe re- 
fpe&s God isa Shepherd: for he knows who are his and fepa- 
rates them from all the world, not only inthe work of Eleéson, 
but alfo in that of Vocation, and Sanctification, and there is 
none who knows better how to orderand handle his people then 
He, for he is the God of all Wifdom, and the Father of all Mer- 
cies; He can skilfully guide and rule them. 
2. A fecondis Providence. The good thepherd provideth Providence. 
afture and water for the fheep, and alwayes that which is 
wholefome, left the fheep rot and die: as he is not negligent holefome 
that the fheep want feeding, fo heis diligent that they have pafure. 
wholfome feeding. Such a fhepherd is the Lord over his peo- 
ple, Ezek.34.13. 1 Will feed them upon the mountaines of I{rael 
by the rivers. And v.14. I will feed them in a good paftare, and 
upon the high mountains of Ifrael fhall their folds be. The belt 
feeding for the fheep is on the mountains, and the beft drinking 
for the fheep is at the running River: Marfhie Valleys and dir- 
ty puddles quickly rot them. 
The Lord will provide /uffictent paffare, and the beft too: Sufficient Pa- 
Mountains and Rivers are fufficient and bet. God will feed ture. 
his people with the moft facred Ordinances, pureft Truths, and 
divinelt Comforts, with found Doctrine, fincere Milk, whole- 
fome Words. 
3. A third is Guidance. The good fhepherd goes in and out Gaidance. 
efore his flock ; the fheep are fimple things, apt to wander a- 
way andtoerr, and therefore the fhepherd guides them by his 
Whiftle, by his Crook, by his Dog,and fometimes leads the way 
himfelf: Suchafhepherd is God to his people. He fhewes 
them the wayin which they fhould go, This isthe way, Walk 
in it: and directs their pathes and leads them by his counfel,by 
his Spirit, by his Word, by his Rod. Hedoth not leave them 
to the mifguidance of {in or Satan, or the World, or their own 
hearts, but by his mighty Spirit both layes out cheir way, and 
leads them therein too, He is their God and Guide to 
death. 
4. A fourth is Vigilance. The fheep are weaponlels, weak , Vigilsnce.. 
unarmed creatures, and they have many and ftrong enemies , 
as the Ltonard the Wolf, and the Dog, they may eftfoons be- 
come 


Vt 


Defence, 


Coverture. 
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come a prey unto any of thefe, ifthe fhepherd doth not watch, 
and hearken,and look unto them. faccb watched night and 
day,Ge.3 1.40. Such a Shepherd is God over his people,4s eye 
as ever over them, 1 Pet.3.12. And, be that keeveth Ifrael doth 
neither lumber nor fleep, Pfal.121.4. He is the pillar of fire, 
heisat hand and near, he hatha conftant careand regard unto 
them leaft any evil befal tchem, P/al.or.10. & 121.7. or that 
they run into any evil. 

5. To which asa part may be added Defence. Hence it is 
that the fhepherd hath his Fold to keep the fheep inthe night,- 
and his Staff, which is for defence as wellas reftraint, and his 
Dog to give notice of danger in the day : And you read how 
David re{cued his fheep out of the mouth of the Lion, and out of 
the pavv of the Bear. Inthis regard alfo is the Lord a fhepherd 
to his people,he is the defence of his people, therefore inScripture 
called the Shieldand Buckler, the (trong Tower, a Rock, muni- 
tions of Rocks. He is my defence, faith David, Pfal.59.9. The 
Prophet Zachary calls him awall of fire round about hes people, 
Zach.2.5.Not a wall of earth or ftone,that will mouldér away, 
and this may be beaten down, but who will fecupona wall of 
fire? indeed through a few fticks of fire fome may haply ven« 
ture, but through a wall of fire none can. The Eternal Godis 
thy refuge, and underneath are the Everlafting armes, Deut, 
33.27. The Church hath an eternal God, and that God hath 
everlafting armes. Armsimport his ftrength, and Everlafting 
import the perpetuity of his defending and upholding care. Tis 
true that the Church hath many enemies, and as the fheep are 
too weak fer the Lion and Bear , fois the Church for her ene- 
mies, but then the fhepherd is {trong and can refcue and deliver, 
Therefore ye readin Ezek.34 14. thatas God would feed his 
people ina good pafture, fo he would have a care alfo that they 
poy lye down ina good fold: not only mercy but cuftedy is 
theirs. 

_ 6. The good fhepherd does not only provide Pafiure but 

Coverture alfo for the fheep: He hath his pady places from 

theSun, and retiring places from the Stormes, to refrefh, as 

wellasto Flefh the fheep. Even fuch a fhepherd is the Lord 

to his people: the Lord « thy keeper , the Lord ts thy fhade 

spen thy right hand, faith David, Pfal.121.§. Heis not om 
a 
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a God of Graces, but alfo of Confolations unto them, He 
fhades them with many teftimonies of his love, and fo gives 
reft to their fouls. 

7. Afeventh property of a good fhepherd, is, Tender Pra- Tender Pru- 

dence: Forina flock of fheep there is great diverfity , one dence, 
part may be rong foeep, and they are driven; another part 
may be Weak lambs, and they are fometimes carried by the thep- 
herd. Some ofthe fheep may be /osnd and well, others may 
be difeafed, fome keepin better, others are more apt to ftray. 
Now the good fhepherd prudently orders them all, he fends 
his dog after the wandring fheep, ifthe whiftle fetcheth it not 
in, and he feparates the found from the unfound, taking care 
tó heal them, &c. After this manner doth God deal wich his 
people who are of feveral ages, abilities and difpofitions as it 
were. Weak, and beginning, and tender Chriftians he gently 
leads, and as it were, carries them in his bofome, //a4.40,11. 
Straying Chriftians , he calls upon them by his Voice inthe 
Word, which if it ferves not, he purfuesthem by his Rod, by 
affli@ions. Difeafed and fallen ( briftians he heals by his Spi- 
rit; and if their falls be fcandalous, it ishis will they be fepa- 
rated a while from the reft of the Flock by Excommunication , 
to prevent infection of others, and to work recovery in 
them. 

8. Laftly, Diligence and care leaft any one fheep be loft and Diligence, 
perifh. Thegood fhepherd would not lofe any of the leaft of 
all che flock. In thisregard alfo is God the fhepherd of his 
people, whofe care extends evento an immortal perfeverance 
of every one of his people,that none of them fhall be loft. None 
of them fhal! perifh, and therefore gives them not only Ante- 
cedent and preventing, but Subfequent, and affifting, and efta- 
blifhing grace. 

And thus ye have the Analogies *twixt God and a fhepherd. 

Yet I muft premife two things before I come to the Applicati- 
On viz. ` 

1. That God is Paftor fummuys,the chief Shepherd : if any 
be fhepherdsthey are but depwred, therefore let them take heed 
-how they deal with the flock. 

2. That God is not an Hireling who feeds the flock of ano- 
ther, buta fhepherd who feeds his own flock. j 

There 
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Ufer. There are feveral Ufes to be made of this. The firk fhall be 
Information. for Information. Is the Lord Jehovah the fhepherd of his 
eople? | 
Wicked men p That wicked men, thofe evil Beafts (asthe Scripture ftiles 
are madly foo- them) are madly foclifhe Tis true, they long to be worrying of ~ 
a the fheep, and to be fleecing and fcattering of chem,and to fuck 
the blcod ofthem. And it is true again, that the fheepare 
unarmed, and weak of chemfelves: What can a poor fheep do 
againft a trong Lion, or afubtil Wolf? Butthen their Redee- 
mer is mighty , the Lord himfelf is the fhepherd of his flock : 
are you able to deal withthe Almighty God? are ye ftronger 
then he ? are you mad? will you never ceafe to wrong that 
flock whichGod hath gathered in mercy keeps with love ,watch- 
eth over with power, and hath profeffed that be who toucheth 
them toucheth tke apple of his eye? will ye be found fighters a- 
gain(t God? 
The godly are 2. That good people they ateistereffed inthe higheft affection 
inrerelcdin the and oyeareft care of Ged. Thisword Shepherd, doth compre- 
oF a hend in it omnem pietatis, amoris, & (uavitaty dulcedinem & 
carcot ob ollicitudinis affectum. There is Love in it, Pity init, Provi- 
dence in it, fendernefs init , all kind of care of defence, of good 
init, 
Theyaretobs 3. That good people are tobe better efeemedthen others : 
better efteemed They are the fheep of Gods pafture, and fheep you know are 
then others. g ftaple commodity, the whole land isthe better forthem. Of | 
<all people godly people are the beft, and even the worft are the 
better for them, and beholding to them. Though we deride 
the fheep for fillinefs, yet we are beholding to the fheep for our 
clothing. Wicked men deride holy perfons for their fimplici- 
ty, but itis for their fakes that wicked men live at all, and enjoy 
any outward bleffing. 


But I fhall pafs from this Ufe unto another more preffing the 
con{cience ; viz. 

Doth David, though in his Kingdom, though abounding , 
though @rengthned onall fides, yet raife up his heart above all 
icy in wba with this, that she Lord ís bes foepherd: This was it which he 
relation God accounted above all, &c. Then let us carefully try in What re- 
ftandstous, lation God ands to m | orwetohim: Canwe fay with David, 
and wero him. The Lord is my /bepherd, that we are the fheep of his pafture. 


Pre- 
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Premife a few things with me. Five things 
3. All the cattel in tke world ave not foeep: There are fubcil Premiled. 
Foxes,and there are raveningW olves,and there are fierce Dogs, na — 
and there are filthy Swine and Goats. Satan hathhisherd, as ` P- 
God hath his flock; the fheep of God are called a little Aock, in 
comparifon of the reft of people, very little. | 
2. If the Lord be not thy fhepherd, ah, bow miferable and for- Th 7 
lorn art thou! What wilt thou do? on whom doft thou rely? at r 
how canft thou expect any mercy from him? he isnoneof thy no: thy fheep- 
fhepherd , ot defence from him ? he is none of thy fhepherd, beri. 
Cee. 
3. You may deceive your felves: Perhaps you have but Peeps You msy de- 
clothing but are not fheep: You feem to be the people of God, “¥¢ yourielves 
come and flock together to hear his Voice, but obey him not: 
look and fpeak gravely and demurely, but your hearts are rot- 
cen, full of all hypocrifie and filthinefs, &c. 
Or perhaps becaufe you find fome refemblances in you of 
the fheep, that you are harmelefs, five quietly, do no body a- 
ny wrong, therefore you conclude that you are fheep. Why ? 
Even a loft fheep may be this. Negatives in religion are like 
negatives inLaw, of no force. 

4. Do you not know that if you be not heep,that at the laft day If you be ‘not 
you will be ranked among goats ? and you fhall be for everex- theep you wil be 
communicated from the prefence of the Lord? v ~~ amongl 

5. You can infer no comfort from God unlefs he be your foep- No come 
kerd. ‘David having groundedly affirmed, The Lord is my can b: inferred 
fhepherd, then concludes, Ifhallnot wane : All the excellen- from God, un- 
cy and goodnefs in God is of no comfort to thee, if the Lord be a = be cur 


not thy fhepherd. ii 
Ocjef. But how may we know that the Lord is our fhep- How mey we 

herd ? know the: God 
Sol, Torefolve this, let us fee what are the choice properties isour hhepherd 

of li by thefe we may judg whether the Lord be our fhep- he ion 
1. One property in them (which the Scripture doth exprefs ) Obsdience. 

is Obedience. This Chrift himfelf deliversin 7vb10.4. Whea 

he putteth forth his fheep, be goerb before them, and the fbeep fol- 

low him, for they know his Voice. The property of the fhepberd 


is Co go before the fheep, to hew them the way anc path ; us 
C the 
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the property of the fheep is to know the Voice of the fhepherd, 

and to follow hin.’ The Lord asa fhepherd unto us goeth be- 

fore us and fhews unto usthe paths of Righteoufnefs, and the 
wayes of Salvation , he faith, Ths is the Way, walk init. And 

if we be his fheep, we will not onely credit his rules and direQi- 
ons, but we will obey his voice, walk in thofe holy and heaven. 

ly paths, Now try your felves whether there is in you that obe-- 
diential refpect unto God, as there-is inthe fheep to the voice 
of the fhepherd, 

1. The fheep readily follow the fhepherd: There is not fuch. 
ado with them, but as foon as he whiftles or calls they are apt 
tocomein. ` EA } 

2. Let the fhepherd direct orlead them upto the moun- 
tains, or downto the valleys, they are ready fiill to fellow 
him. 

3. Whatfoever the feafon be ; whether Summer or Winter , 
fair or foul , they ftill know the voice of the thepherd, and fol- 
lowhim. Why, isitthuswith us? Brethren! I grant unto- 
you in fome fenfe you do know the voice of the fhepherd, you 
hear him often {peaking unto you, but fheep follow the fhep- 
herd. Whynow ? do you follow the leading voice of God ? 
What do you? There is the voice of Satan, and there is the 
voice of the World, and there is the voice of your own Luftsand 
Hearts, whofe voice do you fellow? The voice of thy great 
fhepherd is, Repent, and Believe, His voice is, walk before me 
“and be thou perfet: His voieeis, Redeem the time, do good, ee. 
Do you obey this voiceof God? do you tread , asit were, in 
his fteps, and walk in his paths? can it be faid of you as it was. 
of David, Pfal.40.8. I delight to dothy wil, O my God, yea, 
thy Law is within my heart. Or, as of Cornelius, AG.10.33, 
We are all prefent before God to hear all things that are coma 
manded thee of God. Wecan fay, That. weare all here prefent, . 
but God be metciful unto us,we cannot fay, That we are there. 
fore prefent to hearali things commanded of God: Perhaps 
we come to kear a voice, but not to obey the voice of Ged, But 
brethren ! : miftake not your felves, if you care not for the gui- 
dance of God ; though he leads you by the voice of his Word, . 
and of his Minifters, and of his Spirit, yet you will follow your - 
own. wayes, be, live, do what you lift: alas for you! you 

are > 


Wert. 
are ftubbornand rebellious creatures, you are far from the pro- 

pertie of fheep which know the voice ofthe fhepherd and fol- 

low it. i 

2. Another property of fheep is Meeknefs and Patience : Meeknefs and 

Of all the irrational Creatures in the world, a fheep is one of Patience, 
the meekeft and patienteft. Come near to a Dog and he will 

bark, defeat the Wolfand he will howl,&c. but the Sheep qui- 

etly paffeth ovef all , give him rich or lean pafture , he feeds 

on both quietly ; Smooth or ftrike him, Fe bears all, yea, kill 

him, and cut the throatof him he ftirs little. And therefore 

the Prophet expreffeth the wonderful patience of Chrift by this 

ofa fheep, //a.53.7: He Was oppreffed and he was afflicted , and 

yet he opened not his mouth, he is brought as a lamb tothe flangh- 

ter, and as a fheep before ber fhearer us dumb fo he cpeneth nst hes 

month, Now whatis the meeknefs and patience of our natures ? 

If you rage like Lions, roar like Bears, {narle like Dogs, you are 

not fheep: Ifrevilings, difgraces, reproaches, injuries, loffes 
befalus, how can we bear them? Bear them we muft, but with 

what quietneffe, with what felf-denial! When men curfe, can 

we bleffe > when they do us evil, caawedo them good? can 

we humbly wear good things, or quietly bear evil things? Or 

do we not turne every condition into fin , wrinkle it all over 

with impatience and difcontent ? Whenwe areon the Moun- 

tains, then feeding in the Valleys pleafeth us ; and when in the 
Valleys, O then the Mountains are pleafanteft. Yea, and in 

point of injury, it isnot with usas withthe fheep, but as with 

the Affe , if we be ftricken we kick prefently ; we will do no 

right, and we will bear no wrong. 

3. A third property of fheep is Ufefulne/s: Icische mok yptuto-ty. 

ferviceablecreature inthe world. Serviceable to God, for it was 

moft ufed im Sacrifices of all forts: Serviceable to man, the 

milk of fheep ferviceable, the flefhof fheep ferviceabie, the 

Reece of the fheep ferviceable, all aboucit and of it is ufeful: 

Thus isit with us,if we be the fheep of God and he be our Shep- 

herd : we are not barren and unprofitable. See how the 

Church or people of God are deferibed by Solomon, Cant.4.2. 

Like a flock of focep that are even horn, &c. whereof every ore 

beareth twins, and none ts barren among them. And David de- 
fcribesthem, Pfal.1.3. Tobe like the tree planed by tke Rivers 
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Uaity.. 


In Judgment. 


In AficGion. 
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of waters that bringeth forth his fruit in bis feafon. And Chrift 
detcribes chem to be like the good beufholder , who brings out of 
his ftore new and old, Now reflect on your felves, are you not. 
rather anfavowry falt that is good for nothing? or like carri- 
on which infects and poyfons > Why? wherein doth your ufe- 
fulaefsand profitablenefs appear > wherein is the Lord bettered 
by you? how do yowlive to his glory? what. one foul is the 
better forthee? Thou -hafta family, wife, children, fervants , 
people, doft thou burn amongft them as a candle? do they par- 
take of any heavenly counfe! ? juft reproof? feafonable encou- 
ragements,&c? The barren Chriftianis his own Grave, Sa- 
tans Lodge, Religions Scorn, and the Wonder amongft men, 
for he is but 4 Ghoft walking amongft the living. 

4. A fourth property ofthe fheep is Gzxity and Peaceable- 
nefs. Where do ye feefheep to fight one with another, to de- 


vour one another ? they fold together, go out together, feed: 


together, and lye down together, 

Therefore it is faid, Thart as there is one fhepherd, fo there ts 
one fheepfold, fob 10.16, &c. By this, faith Chrift, fhall all mex 
know that ye are my Difciples if ye Jove one another, Joh.13.3 5. 
And then where fhall we almoft.find a fheep? What fhall I 
fay? Thereis.one Gud, there is one Mediator, there is one Bap- 
tifm, there is one Faith, but one Shepherd and Lord: O tħatI 
could fay, That all who profeffe themfelves fheep were one 
fheep-fold.. 

I befeech Evodias, and T befecch Syntiche, that they be of the 


fame mind inthe Lord, Phil.4 2. Whereis this Unity in judge. 


ment > Ifthere be any confolation in Chrift, if any comfort of 
love, if any fellowfhip of the Spirit, if any bowels and merciet he 
like minded, have the fame love, Phil.z:1,23 Where isthis Uni- 


ty in affection 2» How I pity the divifions, the fcatterings, the- 


tearings, what of Pagans? no, of Chriftians,; what of titular- 
Chriftians 2- nay ofthofe who would be real Chriftians, who 
tear ehe names, the wayes, yea, the fouls, yea; the everlafting: 
eftateseach of other. ‘One Table cannot hold them, one fa- 
mily cannot, one Church cannot. Ifone heaven fhall hold you 
hereafter, why fhall not one fheepfold hold you now? Well,, 
Ifay no more: Thus did not Chrift do,thus did not che Apoftles. 
of Chrift do;dogs do thus, fheep do not ufe thus toda, - 
- erez 
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There may be many other allufions which I cannot now in. 
fift on, onely thefe are thechiefeft. Try your felves by them, 
if you can upon due examination find that your hearts do obe- 
diently hear the voice of God, can patiently fubmic to God, 
are profitable to Gods glory, canaffetionately knit and con- 
fort with the reft of the flock of God becaufe they are theep, 
you may be confident the Lord God is your fhepherd. 

The next U/e fhall be for comfort and fupport unto thofe Uf 
who upon thefe,orany other good grounds do find that the oi... 3 
Ford is their fhepherd : the comforts appertaining to them chole who gad 
are many, I fhal! but mention fome. the Lord tob: 

1.In general, thus, you have 1. the chiefef Shepherd to be'htit Shepherd, 
yours, even the Lord of heaven andearth, and isthe great Go- pir a 
vernor of alk things, andis the moft excellent inall glorious p.-4 we 
perfections, to whom none of the gods may be compared. You yours. 
are the choiceft flock of the chiefeft God. 

2. The bef? Shepherd. Some fhepherds do abule, and injure, The beft Shep- 
and fcatter the flocks, and the moft exquifite of deputed fhep- herd. 
herds fail exceedingly in their care, or love, or diligence, for 
they are but men, but your Shepherd is not like them, he ex- 
cels them all, and will not fail cowards youinany one Article’ 
or point which the fhepherd is to perform to his flock, 

2. But more particularly thus, you have 1. a mof wifey, mof wil 
Shepherd ; One who isable to difcern the eftate of his flock, Siephers, 
and likewife che particular eftate of every fheep, to know what 
is beft for it, and when to adminifter toit. As God can dif- 
cern between the precious and the vile, the good and theevil , 
fo can he diftinguifh twixt the {trons fheep and the weak lambs. 

He knows how to confider of age and time, of {trength and 
weaknefs, and how to make ule of his ftaffe or of his rod, &c. 

2. You have a mf good Shepherd: You fhill have paftare , oteo. 
enough all your dayes , he will withhold nothing thatis Siegen 
good from you: the fhepherd will provide for his fheep, an 
jee that nothing be lacking unto them. They that fear rhe 
Lord, foa'l lack, na good thing ; the Lordis my Shepherd, 1 forall 
mot want, faith David here: Jehovah is my Shepherd, i.e. He 
whois a mof perfect Being of Himfelf, and will accomplith all 
his- promifes, &c. 

A moft tender: 


3. You have a moft tender Shepherd ; One who will i Sheaberd. 
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rigoroufiy exact upon you, nor be fowre nor ftrange unto you. 
if he doth fend out his dog after you, itis onely to reduce you 
from wandring, and as foon as ever the fheep looks towards 
the flock he rates him off prefently , you fhall have no more, 
nor no longer afflictions then are needful. 
And ashe is tender in correétions fo in his directions, Jacob 
faith of hisfheep, The flocks and herds with yong are with me, 
‘and if ‘men fhould cver-drive them one day all the flocks will 
die, I will drive on foftly as the cattle fhall be abletoendure, 
Gen.33.13, Why! thus itis withthe Lord to his fervants: 
He will not over-burden them, he layes on them but an eafie 
yoke, and onely things neceffary, and leads thema gentle pace, 
Efa.4o.11.From one degree of grace to another, ftep by ftep, 
he ftands not upon fulnefs, but faithfulnefs , and if he difcern 
any of his fervantsto be more weak, he doth gracioufly take 
them up into his arms, and carries them along with more con- 
folations, ke gathers the lambs with his arms, and carries them 
in his bofeme, Efa.40.71. 
A mof faithful 4° You have a moft faithful Shepherd ; One who will: nee 
Shepherd. ver intermit his care over you. He doth continue with gentle- 
refs to look unto you while you arelambs, and ftedfattly looks 
after you while you are fheep. 

Other fhepherds may either through vanity ftepaway,or 
through neceffity be called home, or through ‘injury be pre- 
vailed upon, or through fleepinefs forget their care, but the 
Shepherd of Ifrael is alwayes prefent, and is alwayes vigilant. 
He will never leave his flock, and alfo cake care that his flock 
{hall never leave him, none fhall take them out of his 
hand. 

You have the moft loving Shepherd, He loves you with 
Shephr a S the higheft degrees of lovein all kinds. Heis yours in the Zve 
"of frienafoip, youarein a fort , one with him, (that they may 

be one, faith Chritt, as thou and I am cne). He is yours inthe 
love of complacence,you ate his Hep$zibar,the onely people of 
his delight, and ix whom his love doth reft, as the Frophet f; eaks. 
He is yours inthe Zeve of benevolence, He wifheth you that 
goodas to none the like: whereas you deferved to be facri- 
ticed to his wrath, he gave a lamb, his own Son to become a fa- 
crifee, thereby to fpare and fave the fouls of all hisfheep. He 
a 
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isyoursinthe love of beneficence, He doth beftow upon you 
the greateft good that may be, moft of your eftate lies in fpi- 
rituals , your graces, your comforts, your pafture, your refrefh- 
ings are holy, heavenly, which of all good are the moft excel- 
lent good. 

6.Laftly, you have the moft rewardful Shepherd , Alas ! when 4 moft reward- 
you after feeding a long time inthe fulleft and fweeteft paftures ful Shepherd. 
bring forth perhaps but a fleece, and a lamb,a little good, yet 
he lovingly accepts it, and beftowes on you eternal life. Fear 
not little flock faith Chrift ir is your Fathers pleafure to give 
youa Kingdom, 

Thus have you the comforts but then I pray you with them Ufe 4 
take alfo /cme direftions, -Have you fuch a Shepherd as Jeho- Counf:l tothe 
vah? then be coun felled ina few particulars, theep. 

1. Be contented with his paftare. If the Shepherd think it p. contented 
good to fhift the fheep from lees to lees, or from the Vales to with his pa- 
the Hills, the fheep are contented to go. fure. 

God is pleafed to feed us fometimes in the Vallies with muclr 
plenty, variety, eafe, delight ; and fometimes again he is pleaf- 
ed to drive usto the mountains, to a fhorter, fharper condition 
of life, if we be his fheep we muft be ftill contented with his 
pafture. He knows that though feeding onthe mountains be 
more fhort, yetit may be more wholfom , cattel alwayes fed 
intie Vales, are either for difeafe , or death: our conditi- 
ons never change but either to prevent, or to recover an 
evil. 

2, Carefully regard his voice. You cannot make the leaft Entice % 

i d s . . .. Carefully mee 
ftray but his whiftle is at your ears, his Word or his Spirit sard bis voice. 
beats at your confciences. 

Now hear his voice, feed onely in his paftures, wander not 
after any paftures befides, though they feem more plentiful or 
more delightful: my meaning is, keep onely in his wayes, ac- 
cording to his directions, and be noc withdrawn or wander , 
through any enticements of fin or the world Though other 
paftures feem more plea ant, yet they are full of thorny buthes, 

You cannot feed long on them,but you are catched and fcratch- 
ed, and fhall hardly efcape without much lofs of your fleece: 
you may a while delight in a Gnful way, but your confciences 
will pay forit,and your graces. You cannot return without a 
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great diminution of the one, and a ftrange vexation of the o- 
ther : he who will wander for to get fome pleafant evil, muk 
neceffarily be lefs good and more troubled. And what de- 
fence have you when you hearken not to your fhepherd, but 
warder? you are the filly theep alone upon the mountains of 

Gilead. Admit that thou hait more delight, yet what de- 
light can be taken in a delight unprotected and unwar- 
ranted 2 

Objet. But I fhal! come back again. 

Sal. Butis it not better for thee to be kept in by the fhep- 
herds whiftle, then to be brought back in the Lions mouth? 
to bealone in the fatteft paflure among{t Lions and Wolves , 
and no fhepherd near, here can be nothing but continual fear 
and danger, 

-.3. Thrive under his feedings. It istrue, that for the fub- 
ftantial parts of paflure, all the fheep of God fpeed alike, but 
yet there are differences in grounds, fome are more rich then o- 
thers. Andifany peoplein the world have enjoyed a diffe- 
rence, you of London are the people. Ah! the foyl that you 
have lived inall your dayes; how thick are the piles of grafs > 
how full of rivers? how watred with fhowers > what variety of 
gifts? what excellency of ftudies? what diligence of pains ? 
what conftancy of Word and Sacraments? what golden op- 
portunities publick and private? 

_ IfGod feeds usin a more plentiful pafture, Oh let us take 
‘heed we wrong not his goodnefs by barrertnefs ! that we yield 
no fleece or very poor, but ftriveto grow, not from knowledg 
to pride, and from pride to carelefsnefs, and from carelefsnefs 
to diffolutenefs ; but from knowledg to faith , from faith to 
love, from Jove to obedience, from one degree of obedience to 
another. 

4. Cleave together as the flock of cne feepherd: The Wolf, 


ther as the flock itis his property to fcatter the flock , and then to, make a prey 


ofone fhetp- 
herd. 


of one after another. Itis Satans wileand his inftruments if it 
be poffible to divide the flock of Chrift, to caufe divifions,jea- 
loufies,feparations that fo what could not be obtained by their 
unity, might be effected by their differences: But ofall things 
ftrive again{t divifion. Remember how earneltly your Shep- 
berd the Lord Jefus at his laft laboured wath his Pilipi for 
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Love and Unity. You have enemies enough, you need not 
fharpen your tongues one againitanother, Is it truth which 
you would ? let it be maintained with Unity , pluck not down 
the houfe, though you do difpure about the flowers in the gar- 
den. Ifthere were more humility among Chriftians, and chari- 
ty, and wifdom, there would be more affectionate Unity, they 
would love each other better, {peak better each of other, inter- 
pret each other better, &c, 
5. Laftly, IfGod be your fhepherd, Then be not difquieted 
at his dealings with you: Sometimes the fhepherd will handle pe not diloui- 
his fheep to try how it proves ; fometimes he doth cut the ered at Font 
fheep very clofe, fometimes he lets his dog out which nips the dealings wich 
fheep fharply, and fetcheth blood again, but all is for the good you. 
of the fheep, afflictions which thou complaineft of fo much, 
this is all their work, they preferve thee from being a loft 
fheep. 
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T Jhall not want. 


Ou have heard of the Relation ’twixt God and David, The 

Lord ts my Shepherd. Now I proceed to touch upon the Il- 

lations, or that which David infers from thence [ J foall nct 
want. ) 

The words inthe Original areqpmMN NY Lo Ethfar, which 
fome render, Zball not fail, or break, Non defictam. Others, 
Nothing fhall be wanting unto me. Nibil mihi deerit: ADM 
Chafar ( from whence the word comes, fignifies both, not on- 
ly deefe and deficere, but alfo carere, indigere penuriam pati, in- 
opialaborare: q.d. I fhall have enougb. The Lord is my 
Shepherd, and I am fure he will take care for me he will alwayes 
provide for me. 

There are {fome who are very nice in their obfervations, Da- 
vid faith not, Nihil deeft, nothing is wanting , this, fay they, 
18 Vox beatorzm in patria, but Nibil mihi deeris, nothing "> 

D c 


ns I hall not want. "Weal 
be wanting, or I fha!l be fupplied ; this is Vox fantborum in 
via. But to leave nicities you fee the prorofition clear- 


ly. 
Dot. 9 That the flock or people of God foall not Want ; they are cared 
The flockor 44 well provided far. 
peop'e ofGod The Scriptures are abundantto give teftimony to this, P/al. 
fhall not want. 34.10, The yong Lions do lack and Juffer hunger, but they that 
feek the Lord fhail lack no good thing. Jer.32.40. 7 will noe 
turn away from them to do them good.Plal.84.11.T he Lordisa fun 
and foield,the Lord will give grace and glory and no good thing wil 
ke witk-hold from them that walk uprightly. Mat.6.33.Al thefe 
things bal be addedtoyau, he{peaksofmeat, and drink, and 
clothing, v.25. But forthe better explanation of this affertion. 
thefe things are to be difcuffed. | 
1, In what fence it is tobetaken , when David faith, I fall 
not want. 
2. How far it u to be extended, whether to his foul or body, 
or both, whether to Temporals.or to Spirituals. 
3. How it may appear that the flock of God fhall not want, 
and why. ! 
4. Then the ufeful application ofall this unto our felves. 
In what lenfe 2. In what fenfe the Affertion isto be underftood, [ / all 
thisistobe — ot want | The reafon ofthe Quzreis, the many mifeties , and. 
underftood. Areishts, and croffes, and calamities unto which the Saints of 
God are expofed. 
Cleared by dì- For the refolution of this Queftion, there are divers Anfwets, 
vers diftinadi given by Divines : 
ons, 1. There are two forts of things :, 
Some things Some which do conduce to make the condition good and 
make the con- happy, 


dition good Otherswhich-do ferveto make the condition [mooth and de= 
een , fightful. Asabout an honfe-there are Pillars and Rafters, &c.. 
Delightful, which arethe bones as it were and abfolute ingredients , and 
there are the Varnifhings and:Paintings which do fet ferth the 

houfe. Or as ina.Gardenthere are profitable fruits, and there. 

are pleafant flowers only to look on and fmell. So itis with us, 

there are fome things which make our hearts truly geod, and 

tend to our everlafting Salvation ; there are other things which 

do.only ferveto.chear and refrefh us in our peffage. bee 

| <- when, 
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when David faith, 7 fall not want , they conjeQure this to be 
the fenfe, /cs/. Nothing fhall be wanting to me which concerns 
the making of my eftate truly happy, though delightfuls may be 
wanting, yet principals fhall not. 


2. Some things are st lo. 

Thofe things are Redundant without which a man may well Some things 
pafs over his condition of life. Asa man may well ferve God , areRedundant, 
though he have not an eftate of riches or honour comparable to ri hi 
another, or alwayes equal to it felf. Nested 

Thofe things are Neceffary without which a perfon eannot 
well ferve God, as our daily bread, for which Chrift would have 
us to pray: Our bodies cannot be fitted to duty without thefe 
external and necetlary fupplies of food and raiment. Evena 
good man,a David may want fuperfluities, his Table may not 
be varioufly furnithed, nor his garments gaudily embroydred, 
nor his coffers exceilively ftuffed and piled. But yer he fhall 
not want necefaries, though he be not fure of plenty, yet of e- 
nough. ‘The Prophet faith, That his waters fhall be [ure and his 
bread fhal! not fail, 12.33.16. He doth not fay, His wines are 
fure; but 1s waters ; andhedoth not fay, His Feaf, but his 
Bread fhali not fail. Though he hath not alwayes what he 
needs not, yet he fall have alwayes whatis needful. Though 
he hath not the Lace, yet he hath the Garment, though he 
hathnot the Sawce, yet he hath the Meat, though he hath 
not the Palace, yet he hath the Chamber, though he hath not 
the Softnefs, yet he hath the Bed ; though he hath not what 
he may Spare, yet he hath what he may Ufe. 

3. Of neceflary things, fome are Deferable, and fome are OF neg Mary 

Stafonable, Thofe things are defierable which have any kind ofthings, fome 
good inthem. Thofe things are feafonable which have a kind are Detiersdle, 
of conveniency or fitnefs in them. Itis granted, that there are anae 

many defierableGoods which a good man hath not many times; >00% 

Hezekiahmay be in ficknefs, and want health, 7o/epb may be 

in'prifon, and want bberty; Devidmaybeinexi’e, and want 

countenance. Health, and liberty, and favour are good things 

in their kind and order, 
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Yet no Seafonable geod hall he want : When Health is good 
for him, Hezekiah fhall recover; when Liberty is good for 
him, 7ofeph fhall be loofed, when favour and dignity are good 
for him, then David fhall return and be fetled, 

Compare outward things among themfelves, fo we ftile fome 
of them good, and fome of them evil; profpericy we call good, 
and adverfity evil; health werepute to be good, and ficknefs 
evil; fruition we efteem to be good, ang loffeto be evil. But 
compare all of them to the exigence ofa good perfon, fo either 
of them are good ; when he hath health, thatis good, when 
he hath ficknefs, that is good; Jt és good for me, faith Da- 
vid, that I Was afflicted. A good man may want this thing and 
that thing, but he fhali not want any thing that is good, nor 

Pi: when it may be good for him. 
ie _ 4. Again, Divines fay, That good things may be had two 
likly “a wayes, either, 
terpretatively.. . Explicitly, When a perfon enjoyeth the individual or par- 
ticular things, fuppofe health, ftrength, liberty, friends and o- 
ther comforts. 

Interpretatively, When a perfon enjoyeth that which is e- 
quivalent to thofethings. A Citizen may not havea Garden, 
a Farm , Sheep or Oxer, yet he hath thoufands in his purfe 
which are equivalent to all thefe. 

Thus do they fay of agood man, That either he enjoyeth 
the very particular good things which he needs, or elfe thofe 

` things which are equivalent to them:nay far exceeding of them. 
Though he cannot have much Lands, yet he hath many Graces; 
though he cannot have the countenance of men, yet he hath 
the favour of God. though he cannot enjoy quiet abroad, yet 
he fetleth peace within his confcience, which are bleffings in- 
ftead ofall other bleflings, and can revive his heart infinitely 
beyond the prefence.ofallexternal things. He that hath but 
one Diamond, may have far more thenhe who hath a thoufand 
ftones digged out of the Quarry.So, &c. 
Diftinguith 5. You muft diftinguith *ewixe Absence, and’cwixt [rate 
between Abs gence, ebfence is when fomething is not prefent. Indigence 
fence and In-" or want, iswhena needful good is not prefent. Ifa man were 
digence, to walk, and had not a taff, here were fomething abfent. Ifa 


an. were to walk, and had but one leg, here were fomething 
; = a ] where-- 
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whereof he were indigent. It is confeffed that there are many 

good things which are abfent from a good perfon, but no good 

thing which he wants or is indigent of. 1f the good be abfent 

and I need it not, this isno want; hethac walks without his 

cloak, walks well enough for he needs it not, Asloag as Ican 

walk carefully and cheerfully in my general or particular call- 

ing, though I have not fuch a load of acceffories as other men 

have, yet I want nothing, for my little is enough, and ferves the 

turn. 
6. There are two forts of wants, Thetta oito 
In fome part of the condition , forts of wants, 
In the heart and affection : In fome part of 
Asa man may abound in his condition and yet want in that 9°" cone isili 


. ; f : In the heart 
of his affeétios. He may have abundance in honour, in eftate, gnd affeâisn. 


in wealth,and yet through an endlefs coveroufnefs, and vain 
difcontent he may be in want, ft.l] complaining, murmuring, 
craving. Solomon deciphers this man in Eccl 4.8. There is 
one alone and there is nor a fecond, yea be hath neither child nor 
brother, yet there is no end of all his labour, neither is his eye fa- 
tisfied with riches, &c. So a man may want fomthing in his 
external condition and yet abound and not want inthat of his 
inward affefion. Though he hath not the outward thing, yet 
he wants it not, for heis contented with the abfence of it, and 
can nowas pleafedly eat witha little, as formerly he did with 
much; andcontent himfelf with a plainand mean condition, 
as with a {welling pompous eftate. So that a good perfon 
wants not, for either he hath the good, or elfeis as well pleafed 
and contented, asif he hadit; and to fpeak freely all a mans 
wants, or fulnefs are rather in refpe& of his mind, then of the 
things themfelves. For a man may want what he hath, and 
what he hath not he may not want, if the mind be difcontent- 
edly unquiet, the man who hath much. hath indeed nothing , 
Woat do all thefe things avail mz, faith Haman, as long as 
Mordecai the few fits at the Kingsgate? ERh 5.13. ie. they 
areas nothing tome. Soon thecontrary, if the mind be fram- 
ed and compofed to contentation, though aman hath not the 
thing, yethe wants it not, #.e.hefeelsnot the want of it, he 
is as well as if he hadit, eats his drie bread, and lies on his 
hard bed, and walks as cheerfully as he that fwimmes in allex-- 
eces, 7 Laft 
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Difineuihbe 7- Laltly, you muft diftinguith cwixt real wants and imagi- 
twixt reall  #@7y wants : a want to theperfon, and a want to thecorru- 
wantsandima- ption: a child is fometimes clamorous for a knife, and fome» 
ginary wants. times hecries for bread ; when he cries for bread, his father a- 

riieth and fetchcth the loaf, the ‘child fhall not want bread . 
but when he cries for the knife this he fha!l ‘net have, the fa- 
ther will not fatisfie his wantonnefs, though he willfupply his 

wants, 

Our corruptions are ftill craving and they are alwayes inor- 
dinate, they can find more wants then God needs to fupply. 
As they fay of fools,they can propofe more queftions then 
twenty wife men need toanfwer. Theyin Fames 4.3. did ask 
but received not and he gives two reafons fori. 1. This ask- 
ing was but a lufting. V.2.| Yeluft and have not: another, 
they did ask to confume it upon their lafts, V. 3.) God wili 
fee that his people fhall not want, but withall, he will never 
engage himfelf to the fatisfying of their corruptions, though 
he doth to the fupply of their conditions. Itisone thing what 
the fick maa wants, another what hisdifeafe wants. Your ig- 
norance, your difcontents, your pride, your unthankful hearts 
may make you to believe that you dwell ina barren land, far 
from mercies (as melancholly makes a perfon to imagine that 
heis drowning, or killing, &c.) whereas if God did open your 
eyes as he did Hagars, you might fee fountains and ftreams, 

` mercies and bleflings fufficient , though not many, yet enough, 
though not fo rich, yet proper and every way convenient for 
your good and comfort. 

And thus have you the genuine fenfe (fo far as I can judge) 
of Davids affertionZ foall not want, I proceed to the fecond 

verie. 

Q.2. How far the verity of this Affertion extends, whe- 

i. i ie therto foul and body, to fpirituals and temporals. 

afferian ex- Sole Tantwer briefly, it holds firm of both, both foul and 
tends. body are the obje@ of Divine Providence, and of Divine Love, 

and both of them are ferviceable to Divine Glorv. 

1. That the fowl hall not want, the Scriptures are abundant. 
It fhall have Grace and Glory, there is redemption for it, righ- 
teoufnels for it, fanétificat’on for it and falvation, there is the , 
Word to help it, the Sacraments to help it, afflictions to help 

à it, 
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it and the Spirit of God ftill to help it: all almoft that you 
can conceive the foul co tandin need of for fpirituals may be 
referred, either 

1. Tojaftifying Grace, but that the foul wants not, it is u- Juftifying 
nited to Chrift and partakes of his righteoufnefs and of remifi- Grace. 
on in his blood. 

2. To fantlifying Grace, and this the foul hath too, it fhall s. oii. 
not want of fo much holinefs as (hall fave, and though the vef- ao d 
fel be not yet-full, yet ic is ftill filling, the God of peace will 
fanctify throughout, and the righteous fhall be asthe Sun 
which encreafeth more and more to the perfe& day. He who 
hath little fhall have more, fo much every Saint fhall rife unto, 
as fhall make him fitteft in his place to glorifie God. 

3.To flrengthening andaffifting Grace, You fhall not want Affifing 
the eye of God to guide you, nor the handof God to uphold Grace. 
you, who did not want the love of God to convert you. 

4. To comforting and refrefhing Grace: You fhall never Conforting 
want proper comforts nor feafonable. He whois the God of Grace, 
all grace , will alfo be the God of all confolations unto you. 

Onely you muft goto the wells ef falvation, and keep inthe 
paths of rightecu{ne/s if you would not have your fouls to 
want in {pirituals. 

2ly, That the body foall not want inrelpect of temporal.: take The body fall 
them io any kind, and as /uitable and neceffary, and (eafonrb/e, not want, 
and in the fenfes above ex preffed, it is-fo cleer that it needs not 
further confirmation, yet to preventall doubts and {cruples it 
fhall manifeltly appear inthe refolution of the next inquiries, 

Viz. i 
Q. How it may appear thatthe people of God fhall not How i: may 
want and why. appear tha: they 

Sol. 1. 1t may appear by a feries of experimental ixfiances. fhal cn mina 
Go and enquire into their eftates, and you fhall find many Pecan 
them, that God hath fupplied them, not onely ad /aturitatem, iathences. 
but ad acvertatem, tcey have had not onely for neceflicy but for 
variety, not onely ad {npplimentum but ad ornamentum, not 
nakedibut rich fupplies, noc onely helps but alfo delights : as 
you may fee in Abrabam, Ifaac, oe Jofeph, Maordicai, and 
many ethers. Yea the diciples (who if any, were moft necef- 
fizous) yer: they had their food and raiment, they had fuch a fuf- 

he . een = «a ficiency, 
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a ficiency that Chrift impofeth it on them by no mears to be fv- 
dicitcus or anxious but quietly to reft contented with an aflu- 
rance that they fhould never want. *Tis true you may find 

á fome of the fervants of God more ftreightened then others, 
and the fame perfons at one time more neceffitous then at ano- 
ther, yet ftill their condition was fuch as they might upon good 
ground fay, The Lordis my Shepherd, I fhall not want. 

che wonder. It May appear by the wonderful fupplies of Ged unto his pec- 

A e = ple rather then they fhould want. Sometime God hath rm 

Goduntshis ted helps unto them, Aanna inthe Wildernefs ; Sometimes he 

pople. hath extraordinarily multiplied the means of fuftenance to 
them, kept a little ftock alive, as it were ; the barrel of meal did 
xot fail, and the craife of cyl didnct wafle to preferve Eliah 
and the Widow, 1 King.17.15.16. ‘and fothe widows ojl for 
to help her in her ftreights, 2 Kixg.4.5,6. Sometimes he hath ` 
preferved them without means as Mofes and Elias fourty days 
to walk inthe ftrength of one meal. Sometime he hath ftrange- 
ly commanded thecreatures to ferve and helpand fuccour his 
fervants, as a vavento feed Eliah. Is it probable that they 
fhal! want whofe help providence doth undertake even by mi- 
raculous operations. , 

By the un- . Shall not heaven and earth pafs away before any cne werd 

nonin of God deth fail ? The creatures fhall be diffolved into nothing, 
sas Wore. and men (as they are) into falfities, but the word of God thall 
‘alwayes be found a truth. Now what abundance of obliga- 
tions are thefe by which God hath tied himfelf that his people 
fhall not wantany thing that isgood. J will never leave thee 
nor forfake thee, Heb 13.5. No good thing fhall be withheld, 
Pfal.84.11. Who isit that promifeth ? is it not the Lord God è? 
and what wants he toimake his word true ? Wants he power? 
_no! wants he will >? no! why if he hath willingness and 
power and fidelity it cannot be, that they fhall want. 

By his grefent 4, Fourthly, confider his prefent donations: Notonely his 

Gona:ions. continued furplies of your bodies to this very day from the 
womb , but likewife his fingular expreflions to your 
fouls. Hath he not done great things for your fouls? What 
do ye think of Feus Chrift? Is he not an invaluable and in- 
comparable gift? His blood is more precious then gold and 
filver: heis the very happinefs of your fouls; and what do 

you 
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youthink of the graces of Gods Spirit which infinitely exceed 
the rubies and the pearls, they are the image of God and our 
cho:ceft excellencies. Or what think you of heavenly glory, 
is it not beyond all comparifon and expreflion? Why now tell 
me, will God not fuffer his people to want the greate‘t, and 
will he be wanting in the leaft > Will he freely give them many 
things worth worlds, and will he not give them bread and rai- 
ment? If he givesus Chrift, bow fall he nct with him give us 
allotker things faith the Apoftle, Rom.8. 32.4, d. it cannot be 
otherwife, never imagine the contrary. 

5. Fifthly, Lss fp: cial aff Elion to his pecple: What are his His (peciall af- 
people (think you to bim) the Scripture calls them the people f&ion to bis 
of his love,of his delight, his beloved , what not that- beto- people. 
kens love? he knows them above all the people of the earth, 
you fee that he clothes, and feeds and fupplies his very enemies, 
thofe whom he calls the generation of his wrath and curfe, he 
makes his Sun to rife upan them, and drops many bleflings on 
_ them, the unkindeft veffels receive of him many mercies : will 
any de for them chat hate him, and not for them that love him? 
for enemies and not for friends? 

6. His fingular relations. The Lord is to his people,as a fa- His Angula: 

ther tohischildren, 2 Cor.6.18. 1 willbe a Father unto you tsistions- 
and ye foall be my fons and daughters, faith the Lord Almighty. 
Again he is to his people as an husband to the wife.T hy Waker 
is thine Husband, the Lord ef hofts ås bis name, 1a.54 5. Why 
the Lord takes care of all the family of the earth: his hand 
opens it felf and fills every living creature , he feeds the Ra- 
vens that cry unto him, will nothave the mouth of the Oxen 
to be be muzzled, clothes the grafs of the field, Can aweman 
forget her fucking child? yet will I not forget tlee, Wfa.49 15. 
_ And isit not more then probable that he will take care to pro- 
vide that his wife, that his children fhall not want: wovid 
any be careful that the fervant be fupplied, and be carelefs wie- 
ther the child doth want or no? willany take care that all the 
family have provifion, and yet care not whether the wife hath 
oughe ? 

7. Laltly, take the acquittances and acknowledgments of al x ia 
the fervants of God that they have made unto the Lord and te ed of 
delivered under their own hands. The Lord hath bleffed my God, 
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Mafter greatly, and he is become great, and he ba.b given him 
flocks and herds, and filver and gold, and men-fervants and maid- 
fervants, and camels and affes, This was fpoken when Abre- 
ham was old, Gen,34.25. Compared with v. 1. Pacob, faith _ 
for himfelf, / am not Worthy of the leaft of all the mercies and 
all thetrath which thos haft fhewen untothy fervant, for with 
my ftaffe I paffed over this fordaw, and now I am become tivo 
bands, Gen.32.1, fofeph faith to his brethren, Hafte you, and 
go to my father, and fay unto him, thus faith thy fon Fofeph, 
God hath made me Lord of all Egypt, Gen 45.9. David is often 
at it in this Pfalm all over, and in Pfal. 16.5. The Lord is the 
portion of mine inheritance and of my cup, thew maintainef my 
lot: .V.6, The lines are fallen to me in p!eafant places, yea 1 
have a goodly heritage. Not that I fpeak, faith. S. Paul 
Phil 4.11. iare/pect of want but 1 have all and abound, v. 18. 
Yea, perufeallthe Scripture and tell me where you find any 
one Saint (being himfelf) ever co complainin regard of want. 

Obj. But now it is objected againftall this, that there are no 
people in the world that are in fuch wantasthe people of God 
for outward things, none fo fleeced as they, and fo expofed and 

~ fo fpoiled, and detticute as you may fesin the Scriptures and all 
overthe world. 

Sel.1. You know that all thefe outward things are promifed 
not peremptorily, but 1. With condition, if good for them s 
2. With exception of the Crofs. À 

« Ibefeech you, tell me, whether it is better for a man to faft 

ina Feaver then to eat? eating is not good for himat fuch a 
time. So,&c. Again , which is better to keep Chrift or a 
mans worldly ftate and comforts? °Tis true, ifa man may en- 
joy Chrift and the things of the world too, it is not neceffary to 
abandon either, but when thefe two ftand in Competition, that 
‘either the life muft be loft or the goods inthe fhip, either my 
goods muft be forfaken,or Chrilt: Why, a Chriftian judgech 
not this to be a lofs, to bea want, fo that he may enjoy Chrift 
fill. 

2. You know what the Apoftle {peaks in 2Cor.4.8. weare 
troubled on every fide, yet not diftreffed. We are perplexed bt not 
in defpair; perfecuted, but not forfaken; caft down, but mot de- 
frroyed. Inlolfes, and perplewities , and diftreffes for cog 
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The Chriftian may fay to the world as Chrift did to his Difci- 
ples, Z have meat which you know nct of, fo faith he, Comforts, 
fuprorts, fatisfactions which the world knows notof, Hehath 
more content in bonds and fufferings, then in liberty and con- 
fluences, he feels not the want which a fenfual and carnal heart 
imagins. 
t Now! come to the Application of this point to ourfelves.  _,- 
Shall not the flock or people of God want ? then you who take +, ds 
; e people of 
your felves to be the people of his pafture, give ear and heark- Gods piftare 
en this day unto two things : ; muf hearken. 


K Your Sins, 
2. Your Dary: 


1. Your Sins: That you fuffer your hearts fo to be crackt Totheir Sin. | 
| with fears, and your minds to be filled with caves. The Lord In thcir fesrs 
be merciful unto you, how dejected your eyes are fometimes > and carts. 
how diftreffed your thoughts are fometimes? how feaverith 
your fpirits are and ready to fink to the very duft and grave? 
you are at your wits end, why ! what’sthe matter ? doth fome 
fingular guile lye upon your confcience ? No! Do youappre- 
hend in you the terrors of Gods difp'eafure > No! Have you 
flighted the wayes of God or voice of God? No! Isa parent 
dead ? awifedead? achilddead? isthe hand of God inany 
heavy meafure upon you? No! What isicchen that chy coun- 
tenance is caft down, that thou walkeft fo folitarily looks fo hea- l 
vily, fpeaks fo mornfully ; chat fighs multiply in thy bret, and 
tears rife up in thy eyes and trembling appears in thy joints, 
and palenefs in thy face? OI fhall want, I fhall fail, my 
means and fupports willnothold out; I fhallcome to pover- 
ty, to penury, my eftate is fhort, the oil is almoft all run out, 
and the meal is even neer {pent, and the imaginations of it doe 
ven crufh my heart and foul. 
But as the Lord anfivered }ob, too much complaining in his 
condition, fo may I fay unto you thus deyecting your fouls, 7ob 
38 2. Who is this that darkneth council by words without 
knowledg. When Saul prophelied naked, bur, faythey , #”'0 l 
ts hu father? thar fay i unto you, who by your diftrutttul ima- 
ginations, and exceflive perplexities darken the intentions r~ 
E 2 the 
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the truths of the Almighty, and walk in the fhadow of your 
own fears, but whois their father? Haff thou xot heard? and 
haft thou not known from everlafiing that ihe Lord fainteth not? " 
nor doth he ever for (ake his people : Lay afide thy vexing thoughts 
awhile, and fufpitious imaginations and folely regard what fhall 
be fpoken nnto thee, and judg how unjuftly and foolifhly thou 
doft challenge God,and needleffely encreafett fears, and fadnefs, 
and bitterneffe, and dejections upon thy own Spirit. 
Thouhat no 1. Thou haft no reafon at all to conclude that then fhalt 
reafon to con- Want. Confider, 
Cludethoufhal: = yyrhat hath God been unto thee already? Hathhe been unto 
Sr bah  EPee as adry and barren wildernefs? Orasthe Offrich, that 
God been unto 2474ens her felf agatnft her yong enes as though they were not hers, 
thee for time Job 39.16. Doftthou not hitherto live ? and who hath been 
paft. the fountain of that life? Haft thou not hitherto been fed? 
and who is it that givesus our daily bread > Hitherto thou art 
preferved, redeemed, fufteined, fed, clothed, cared for, the 
Lord hath not forfaken thee; nay, the teftimonies of his provi- 
dence are to be found upon thee and thine this very moment: 
thou canft not conclude on a future want, by the experience of 
any antecedent want, from the womb to this day the accounts 
are clear *twixt God and thee, he is not indebted at all, nor canft 
thou juftly challenge him for any negle@ ofthee. 
EEs che What is the nature of God for the prefent: Ishe like man N 
ie God that he fhould change ? or the fons of men, that he fhould caft 
for time prefent off? Heis the fame yellerday, and today, and for ever, and 
“ with him there is no fhadow of change. 
Was he God All-fufficient? Is he not fo ftill? thy loving 
and Compaflionate God? is he not fo ftill? thy Almighty 
God ? is he not fo ftill? Ishe deceitful? or is his hand fhort- 
ned? doth he ceafe to be God, or to be thy God? Ifthe Foun- 
tain ftilllives and runs, why fhouldeft thou imagine co dye by 
thirft ? Ifthe Sun fill fhines,why fhouldeft thou fancy nothing 
but darknefs?. Ifthe Lord ftill lives and lives to be the God of 
thy mercies, Oh how unreafonably finful is it to kill thy felf 
with fears of want ? : 
What isthe What rs the promife cf God for the future? hath he undertaken: 
promifesof thy fultentation, prefervation, fupports, neceffary comforts and 
God forthe aood for a week, or a moneth, ora year? are his promifes 
ae ee (which. 
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(which are the treafuries ofall thy good, and the chambers of 
all thy mercies) clouds only which rain a while plentifuliy, and 
then fall off? orarethey not rather Wells of Salvation, Inex- 

hauft Springs, running from generation to generation. There 

is yet much in reverfien, thou haft not all in poffeflion, but the 
better part of thy portion is yet in thy fathers hand. When 
thou art dead and gone, and rotten, his word of promife fhall 
be a faithful and effeQual Word to fupport the children of ma- 
ny future years which thou fhalt never fee. And therefore how 
jufily blameable art thou to cry out and to fink with the fear of 
Want? when as thou hafta God who hath provided for thee, 
and bleftthee, doth provide for thee, and blefs thee , will pro- 
vide for thee, and blefs thee. 

2. Thou haf all the reafonin the world to conclude that thos Thouhakal! 
fhalt not Want,whether thou confiderett, Rezon to con- 

That Følnejs , infinite fulnefs which is #2 God : h-scludechou falt 
goodnefs is unfearchable,the depths thereof are bottomlefs : He Co Tu 
is an All-fufficiency. The childs ftomach may be too large for “Te tala 
the mothers milk, and the fons {pending coo high for the fathers :hst is in God. 
eftate, and a mans occafions too many for his friends help. But 
Divine goodnefs is fuch a Common as cannot be overlaid: 
Thoughthere be not Watet enough for afew fhipsin the Ri- 
ver, yetthere is watet and room enough for all the thip; in the 
worldontheSea. That great God who feeds a whole world 
every day, he is able enough to fuftain thee all thy dayes. 

That wikingne/s that is is God todo thee good. I grant The vine 

f e willing- 
that power alone is not fufficient for confidence, but power and ne(s that is in 
will both are. God. 

Ob. Of that we doubt. 

Sol. Tell me what is imaginable to thy mind which may ata 
breed in thee a confidence, yea an undoubted affurance that 54; ‘willing 
God is willing that chou fhalt not want. to do us good. 

Firft, Would /pecs.:/ Relation *twixt thee and him produce Specia! Reixi- 
it? The wife is confident when the ftranger is not; the child °% 
fears not when the fervant doth. Now God is thy Father thou 
art hws Child, he is thy Husband, thou his Spowfe. Ifany thing 
will make us careful and bountiful, ic is Love, if any love 
will make usfo, itis that love which is in fuch near Relaci- 
ons, 

Second-. 
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Exprefs Air- Secondly, Would Affirmation a Word or Speech of God af- 
mation. fure us thereof: When a father manifefts his care and intenti- 
onofgood, nowallfearisquieted: Ifhe fhould take the child 
abroad, and fay, Son, be not troubled, thou haft hitherto had 
experience of my love and care , „be confident a father hath na- 
tural affectionsto a child, he oftentimes pincheth himfelf to 
help achild. My efate is good, my affections unto thee are 
great take my word, I will take fingular care for thee aslong as 
I live. Why! this would fatisfie and chear up any rational 

{pirit. hd dee - 

k Thus the Lord fayeth to.us in his Word, Be not difquieted, 
trouble not your felvesin vain, fret not, vex not, fear not, hi- 
therto I have helped you, and Iam an All-fufficient God and 
your Father, never think that I will forfake you, F have faid , 
That I will never leave you nor forfake you, whom I love, I love 
to tke end, donot think of me worfe then an Infidel who pre- 
vides not for his own family. edd : h 

I have done you good, and I will never turn away from doing” 

yougood: Itell thee, I will with-hold no good thing from 
thee, but will be thy God and guide untodeath. Doth not the 

Lord fay all this in the Scriptures, and fhould not this poffefs 

us of his willingnefs eh we fhall net want. . 

n. Nay, Thirdly, Will not an Obligeing Promife only , but an 

i, x Emphatical (brioufnet in the Faa of his Donning ea 
us that he is willing, we fhall not want, Proteftations, Affe- 

«verations are ufually more inductive to affent and perfwafion 

then naked Affirmations or promifes. Now the Lord hath not 

only faida Word, but made a Promife, he hath not only made 

a Promife, but aifo a kind of Proteftation or Affeveration, that 

“ you fhall not want. Whatisthac Expreffion in P/al 37 3. Ve- 

, rily ihu fhalt befed. Verily, (i. e.) AstrueasIam God] will 

take care of thee that thou fhalt not want. What is that un- 

parralelled Gemination in Heé.13 5. Iwill never, never never, 

~ piver, never leane thie nor forfake thee, but this] willever, 

‘ever, ever, for ever and ever take care ofthee. 

Nay, if Affirma‘ion, and Promife, and Affeveration will not 

Onettsdon,or yet aflure, yet an Obreftation, an Oath may put an endto all 
Oxth, doubt and controverfie. Butcthe Lord hath [wora by kimfelf: 
You have his Oath that he will rot fail you, (dare you E 
i i - that 
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that the Lord will be guilty of a lie, or which is worfe, of per- 
jury ?) but in bleffing he will blefle you, and will affuredly do 
you good with his whele heart, and With his whole foul, Jer. 32. 
1, &C. 
i 2; Your Daty : To be humbled for vexatious cares and fears, Their Duty: 
and then to caft your care on God, and to walk with that alecrity 
of fpirit in your callingsas becometh the people of that God 
who hath fo undertaken all your fupplies chat you fhall not 
want. Phil.4.6. Becarefulfor nithing but in every thing by 
prayer and (upplication With thanksgiving , let your requeft be 
made known unto God. 1 Pet.5.7, Cafting all ycur care upon 
bim for be careth for you, 
Two things will] here propound unto you, 
1, The Motives, 
2. The Means. 
1, The Afctives, which fhall be drawn, 
3. From the evil Jnconveniences of not trufting on the Lord From the evil 


your Shepherd to fupply your wants. They are very ma- inconvenien- 
ecs of not truga 


Motives. 


ny: ry 
r. It is a Difvonourable thing not to caft your care onthe t i 
Lord. You do difhonour ri Waa 


» 1. Himexceedingly: What will people think of a Father a 
whofe children cry out upon him, That he will not allow them “° 7? 
food and raiment? The father fuffers in the want of the child, 
as much as the child: what inglorious thoughts are hereby 
faftned on your God? as if he had no merciful affections unto 
you, nor tender intentions, nor knowledg of your neceflities , 
nor compaflion to help you, nor faithfulnefs to perform his 
Word, nor wifdom to difcern what were good for you. 

2. Your holy Profeffion: How apt are people to faften all To your holy 
mifcarriages of godly men upon Godlinefs it felf You make Proteflion. 
the Wayes of God, and Practice of Religion to be blafphemed 
by your intolerable dejectednefs, and fears, and fadnefs. They 
will not imagine that there is chat ftrength in graceto fatisfie 
the heart, nor thac power in holinefs to comfort the heart, and 
that crufting in God is but a fond reed, which can no better 
enable the foul inftrength or fupportic with any cheerfulnefs 
inwants. Yea, what diftintion do you make in your behavi- 
our ’twixt a Believer, and an Unbeligver? “cwixt a Ea pees 

ana, 
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anda Pagan? Do not the Heathens after this manner2 
what can they do lef then this? what do ye more then 

“they? 
Wisentin- * It isan OU npeaceable thing: You lofe all your peace until 
praceabletbing ye can ret upon God by faith for your fupplies, You lofe 
your tafte of God, of mercies received, of your felf by Unbelief, 
The Stone never leaves running til it comesto the Center, nor 
the Ship toffing till it comes to anAnchor,nor the foul difquiet- 
ing it {elf till it comes to a reftingon God. If you will noc 
trut God for your future fupplies, of neceffity you muft bear 
your own burdens of imaginations and fears; either you muft 
be quiet in refting on his care, or perpetually unquiet by yield- 
ing co your own earefulnefs. For there ts nothing which can 
quiet the foul but God: You want che Creatures and the Crea- 
tures wanted, will trouble you, you would fupply your own 
wants, but no man ean be a Godto himfelf. So that if you be 
far from Faith you will be far from Peace. 
Iisa Prejudi- 3. It is a Prejudicial thing.: None want more then they 
cialthinge who will not truk on God te fupport their wants: ifyou want 
Faith, you muft want Mercies. Unbelief is the iron bar againft 
the mercies which we want, as unthankfulnefs isthe grave of the 
mercies which we have received. You fhall go out with abun» 
dance of thoughts, labour with abundance of fears, come home 
with abundance of grief, Iye down with abundarce.of difcon- 
tent, and tofs the night with abundance of vexations, all which 
< {hall be yout torments, but not your helps; youradditions of 
evil, but not minifters ofany good unto you. 
Itisaveryfin- 4. Itisavery Sinfaithing: Of all fins Unbelief is one of 
fultbing. the greateft, and a caufelefs Unbelief is the greatelt ofall. The 
j leffer the thing is, and the more able the giver of it is, and the 
more faithful he is, and the more experiences we have had of 
his soodnefs and fidelity, the more vileis your unbelieving. of 
that God: Now it is more offenfive to him,more aggravated by 
circumftances. 
From the gocd ~— Secondly, From the G. od that will come unto you by trufting 
pot cote on God for the fupply of your wants. 
Youtheiicee -1: Youfhall be able hereby to Honour God very much. Un- 
nourGod much beliefisa cloud over all his Attributes, but Faith. gives glory tos 
God, it doth exalt God, and it doth enable usin our callings20 
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exalt God, and chemore we advance his glory, the more we 
advance our own mercies, and, thofe that honour me, | Will ho- 
nour, 1 Sam.2. The Chriftian fhould look at Divine glory 
more then ac his own fupplies : How did 706 advance him when 
he faid, Though he kill me, yet will Itruft on him? And Abra- 
ham glorified him much when againft hope, be believed in hope ; 
This is like a Chriftian who hath a God and dares truft on him, 
liveuponhim , and inthe midft of all evilsand neceflities can 
triumph with Faith, yet the Lord is my God, my Shepherd, I 
fall not want , He will be my God and guide to death, he will 
never leave me nor forfake me. Yea, ‘you fhall honour him in 
your callings, if you do believe on him, you fhall look up and 
pray, look up and trade, look up and hear, and read , and me- 
ditate, and do all your duties readily, chearfully, conftantly ; 
whereas others can neither read, norpray, nor work, nor 
dire@ , norany thingelfe for want of Faith, and for fear of 
want. 

Two evils befal them about duties who do not trut on God Two Evilsa- 
for their future fupplies, either impatient Diverfions and Ab- bow duties for 
ftrattions. Itis vain to ferve God, and what profit ss it that we Keg cen oe 
have kept his Ordinances ? Mal.3.14. Or, violent Incurfions vai 

«and Diffraétions. Our tongues are Praying, but our thoughts 
are Projecting ; our ears are Hearing, but our hearts are Mur- 
muring. Weare not where we are, wedo not what we do ; 
our bodies are in one place and minds in another ; they work 
one thing, andthe foul another. So that God hath no Dury 
at all, or little in all duty, till we can truft in him; and confe- 
quently no Glory. 

2. You engage the Lord to your help by trufting on his You engage 
Pafloral care chat you fhall not want, as Faith honours God, fo the Lord te 
it ingagethGod. Thereare two things which engage God to Your help. 
the help of his people. 

1, His own Fasthfulne/s , and therefore is he faid to remem- 
ber his Covenant and his Word, and to do it for bis Names fake, 
becaufe he will not /uffer his fairhfulne(s to fail. As the Apoftle 
{pake concerning a fuller Sanctification, God is faithful who will 
alfo dois, that may be faid of neceflary fupplies in externals, 

God will bring them in, he will give them becaufe he is faith- 
ful who hath promifed, 
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Your fupp!ies 
will relish the 
fweecer,. 
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2. Our faith in trufting on his faithfulne/s. So the Prophet, 
Tfa.26.3. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whofe mind is flay- 
edon thee, becanle he trufteth in thee. Our believing in God 
though it be not a Deferving Argument, yet it is an Ingaging 
Argument, If we be not behind with our Faith, he will not 
be fhort in his ercies. The men of Judah prevailed becaufe 
they refed on the Lord God of their fathers, 2 Chr.13.18. As 
water fercheth water , ftrength came becaufe they relied on 
{trength: God will own our Conditions, if we do own his Pro- 
mifes. When you come by faith unto the Lord,and fay, Lord ! 
this is thine own Word of Truth, upon which thou haft caufed 
me to-truft, by reafon of it I withdraw confidence from all o- 
ther, and have committed all my comforts, all my fupplies, all 
my expectationsinto thy hands , and do depend on none but 
thee,aifuredly the Lord.will be faithful and very good unto that 
foul. 


3. Asyeur merciful fupplies will come in the fooner, fo will 


they relifh the [wecter upon believing: You fhall certainly en- 
joy, and comfortably enjoy. When you reft on God to get 
fupplies, the fupplies being gotten, reft is gotten with them, you 
{hall not only handle his goodnefs, but delight your felves in the 
abundance of peace. 

Two things will befall us upon ourtrufting inGod; viz. 
Peaceable exemptions , you fhall expect your helps without tur- 
bulency:. And (Comfortable. poffeffions ; you fhall enjoy your 


« fupplies without. bitternefs 


Your fupplies 
will be more 
durable. 


The Means to 
enable us to 
Trak. 


Take heed of 
zhofe things 
which beget 
fear of want. 
Ignorance of 
God... 


4, Laftly, Supplies as they are more comfortable upon be- 
lieving, fo they are more durable, Faith haththe longeft leale 
to hold any bleffing from God :: of all. mercies thofe are beft 
kept which arebeft got, that.which we believingly get from 
God, is alwayes moft.carefully. preferved by God.. 


Secondly, The Means to enable our hearts to traf on God- 
for the fupply of our wants ,, andto be perfwaded that he will: 


never fail you, are thefe, 
1. Takeheed of thofethings which beget and multiply fears of 
want. Y. 2A 3 : : 
1, Ignorance of God; Men who walk in the night are moft 
apttofear: anignorantmind, and a troubled heart, or an 
hardned heatt ufually arecompanions. For that which fettleth 
ha ta a Rai a Pr: fee Ge ae: is 
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the affections and compofeth them is Kx»owledg. There are 
three things in God, whereof if aman be ignorant he will be 
much in cares and fears of want. 
Onceis Gods Fulnefs: If he apprehends not a fulnefs inall Of Gods Ful- 
and every of Gods Attributes, his faul will fear and care. If uels. 
I conceive that God is fully able to fupply one want , and not 
many, or many of my wants, but not all, or all my perfonal 
wants, but not my domeftical wants; all my wants heretofore 
when I was a fingle perfon, but not all now, when my charge 
encreafeth and multiplies by children and fervants. He who 
thus conceives of God, no more then of a half God,of a God 
ofthe Valleys and not of the Mountains, one who can fupply 
low and mean, but not high and great wants, few and not ma- 
ny wants, former wants, but not prefent, prefent but not future 
wants , extremely miftakes the fountain of fopplies, and mutt 
neceffarily be toifed and crucified with perpetual waves and 
darts of rolling fears and cutting cares. And therefore if ever 
you would preferve your fouls from fears of want, know, ftudy 
to know by the Scriptures, how full and All-fufficient that God 
is, who undertakes your help, thathe is an Univerfal good and 
infinite, able to fatisfie the defire and need of every living crea- 
ture. Thy wants incomparifon of all the wants of the crea- 
‘tures inthe world, isnot fo much as a farthing toa thoufand 
pounds: That God who can fupply all, hath all fupplies in 
himfelf, yea, he can give bread alfo as well as water, and ex- 
tend his provident care to thine. as he hath continued ic to thy 
felf. Mulcitudes may caufe difficulty, where the nature is finite 
and limited ; many pails will quickly empty and fink a pond, 
but they make no diminution nor variation where the good- 
a infinite; allthe men of the world cannot craw the fea 
ry. 
A Second is, Gods eA ffettionatere/s : Though you know his Of Gods Af- 
Power, yet if you be ignorant of his Love, you will tire out feétionacencls. 
your fpirits with fears of want. Forafmuch as we generally 
conceive that Love is the hand of Bounty which turnes che key 
and gives out all our fupplies: Ifthe child queftions his fathers 
Love, he will quickly grow jealous of his fathers Allowance. So 
is it withus, if we be doubtful of Gods affect:on, we will be 
fearful ofGods fupplics : True, fay we, whom the Lord loves be 
7 : Fu i loves 
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loves totheend , them he will never leave nor forfake, but whe- 
ther he loves us or no we doubt, and therefore we can neither 
boldly go to him and ask, nor confidently reft upon him to ex- 
pet A mifperfwafion of Gods love ora doubting thereof 
isa root of little love to God and of much unquiet fear in osr 
felves every way. 
ee Gods in- A third ts Gods immutability or unchaageablene{s. It can- 
mutability, ot be but that he fhould fear much want, who doth feat and 
; fufpe&t Gods conftancy. If we conceive of God, as of a crea- 
ture, that he is off and on, now he loves, now he hates; one 
while who but we, and fhortly lookt on as never knowen ; one 
while the purfe runs; and within a few dates the door is fhut. 
I fay if we do thus ignominioufly think of God as of men, 
that though his geodnefs be fweet, yet it is but fhort, and 
-though he cando enough forus yet his mind may be altered 
or his promife broken, no mervail our hearts be full of fears 
when they are fo empty of the true knowledge of God, who 
is as affectionate to his peoples good, as he is very much able, 
and as unchangeablein his intentions of their good as he is li- 
beral in the expreffions of it. Thou maieft juftly fay, what if 
my friend fhould fail me ? what if my Parents fhould die ? 
' what if my fhip fhould fpfit > what if the thieves fhould come 7 
in? whatif my own life fhould change? but chou canft never 
fay, what if God fhould die? or what if God fhould lie ? or 
what if God fhould break and fail ? ; 
Confidence on ` 2. Confidence onthe creatures, You will never be exempted 
the creature. , either from idolatry or trouble, if you place confidence on any 
i creature, either you muft imagine the creatures to be infinite 
fhields againft all evil, or infinite Sunnes of all good and fo 
quiet your felves, but this is idolatry. Or you muft conceive 
the creatures to be mutable cloud:, weak hands, withering trees, 
unable principles of your good, and changeable inftruments ;, 
on which while you fix your thoughts, how do your thoughts. 
beget thoughts, and fparkle up fufpitions, and encreafe many 
fearsp-v.g. Bucif he dies, I have no other to provide for me , 
but if the fhip mifcarry, I am broken and undon but if fuch a 
thing fail, I may run my countrey , but if he fhould not con- 
_ Ss tinue his love and bounty, I and mine may goa begging ; write: 
it down you lofe your relt if you fettle onthe creatures, There 
a. = + o en 18, 
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is no refting upon a reftlefs object; all the world is but fea, 
doth a man think tolie quiet in che fea? did you ever fee a . 
ftone fixedinthe aire? There are natural principles of inabi- 
lity, and of inftability in the creatures, and though they may | 
exceed us in duration, yet their operations and fervices are fo 
under a fuperior reftraint and difpofal, that the mind and 
heart of man can never draw any certainty, either of power or 
readinefs to fupply its wants and neceffities. Ic hath not all our 
good in them, nor doth it give out all the good it hath, and 
when it doth, the cock may be turned and then the water ftops, 
God may difpofe the heart another way,& though a perfon hath 
many thoughts ef doing us good, yet man foon dies, fuddenly 
dies, givesup the ghoft and where is he? he perifheth and his 
thoughts perifh with him. 
Man is fubject to changes, Active and Paflive. Yea every 
man is alwayes fubjet to many unavoidable and paffive chan- 
ges, ficknefles, loffes, deaths, and therefore he who leans on 
man muft neceffarily be hazarded with many a thought and 
fear, fuch an one is dead, and now there’s anend of thy hopes, 
and a fpzing of thy griefsand fears, Every man may bein a 
thoufand minds and therefore he who depends upon man may 
be ftillunder a thoufard fears. 
3 Forgetfulne/s of mercies receivedand former experiences Z 
of Gods good hand unto us. The //raedices had their mercies Ppi 
: e . : CS re». 
written in water, and therefore their hearts were drowned with cciyed, 
murmurings and fears: they remembred not the high hand of 
God, how powerful it was, and how ready to work good unto 
them, and therefore they ftill luted, and whined, and cried out, 
fhall wedieforchirit, and can God [preada table inthe Wilder- 
nefs? The Apofltle faith, that Experience breeds hope. A per- 
fon who hath had experience of Gods goodnefs and faithful- 
nefs, that when he was in fuch a {treige and exigence and 
fought the Lord, and trufted on him, and he heard him ; why ! 
if che fame or anotherexigence befall him, he will not be much 
difmayed but will remember the works of old, and conclude 
future help from formerexperience. Butif we bury our ex- 
periences, we do then fupprefs our hopes and raife up our fears. 
Jf we think nocatall of any good which God hath already ~—— 


done, or thinking of it do not ftir up our hearts upon that ex- 
>. . perience: 


Tnordinace love 
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perience to blefs God and to rely our felves on him, now fears 
and doubts of want will encreafe and throng upon us. 

ob. Oh ! I fhall now perith, mine muft now want, I have no 
friends now to fet me to work, or te dropin help, or to find out 
fupport. 

Sol, But thou forgetteft the dayes of old, thou forgetteft 
him who clave the rock inthe wilderne{s, and rained down 
Manna from heaven , thou remembreft not the day when the 
Lord fent in fuch an help that thou never imagineft, and gave 
thee fuch a friend as thou never thoughteft on, and found out 
fuch a way and imployment for thy good to help thee and 
thine : and hence is it that thou art flow.to believe on him, and 
art now fo opprefled with thy own imaginations and doubtful 
fears. 

4. The life of fenfe. Thisisalifeof cares and fears when 
men will live by fight and not by faith and judge of God onely 
by what is before their eyes, and by the vifible probabilities of 
carnal means onely : as if God could dono more then their 
reafon can reach, or their fenfes can difcern, or then he makes 
fhew of unto them before hand. Now every ware will tofs 
our boat and every cloud will darken our heaven. One while 
we will be cheerful becaufe we fee the means rifing towards us 
like the Sun in the morning ; another while we wiil be fearful, 
becaufe the fame Sun isready to fet and to decline us. When 
the creatures open themfelves then we will live, when they fhut 
themielves (like the flower which depends on the Sun) our fpi- 
rits will faint within usand we cry out, There is none to help 
u 


I fhall not want. 


i. 

All things in refpet of us, whether Spiritual or Temporal, 
are very variable to fenfe, capable of many and fudden changes 
and therefore are grounds of doubtfulnefs in the mind , and 
fearfulnefs in the affections, 

5. ‘nordinate love and affection, Whatfoever a man over- 
loves or overcraves, breeds either much doubt that he fhal! not 


i have it, or much fear that he fha!l lofeit. The covetous men 


are more fubject to fear then any, though they have much plen- 

ty, yet they eat, and work, and fcrape, as if they of all the 

people inthe world, were moft neceflitous, and fhould come to 

poverty. Cares of getting, and fears of wanting , are the 
. cone 
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continual burthens andladings of their Jives.In all temporals this 
holds true, that much love is much trouble, and he who eager- 
Jy enlargeth his defires, doth neceffarily encreafe his fears; the 
naughty heart which will not truft God to provide, hath this 
judgment on him that God lets a turbulent fufpition prevail 
upon him, that the creature will perhaps noc bring in enough 
unto him,and his defires are far too wide for his fupplies.It can- 
not but be a vexing torment when a greedy child fucks at a dry 
breat, and a covetous fpiritdraws hard at an infufficient and 
unfatisfying objet. Strong delires cannot be denied without 
much grief, and are never fatisfied without much fear. That 
man to whom much is not enough, if he fhould enjoy never fo 
much, would yet want more. The very Heathens obferve that 
the covetous perfon is of all mea the moft needy, what he hath, 
he wants, and he wants alfo what he hath not. Therefore if 
ever you would have heartsexempted from vexations of fear, 
endeavour firft to have them cleanfed from covetoufnefs of de- 
fire. If the foot did not fwell fo much the fhoe wonld fit you 
wellenough: itis onely the corruption not the condition that 
wants, 
6. Pride of heart is alfo another ground of fear of want. I Priden kat 
am confident that many complaints and troubles arife oncly TE 
from pride. If allthings were duly examined there is bread to 
feed on, bed to lie on, houfe to cover them, clothes to warm 
them ; yet tears break out, what fhall wedo ? and how fhall 
welive? The Commentary of this diftruftful expoftulasion is 
butthis, we have not enough to go inthe fafhion, or to go fo 
high, and feed fo high, and live fo high, as formerly we did, and 
what’s this but pride ? 

0%. I would not go like no body, butin fome fafhion live as 
others. 

Sol, Nay then thou art proud and childifh, that anothers 
coat is finer thenthine, and thy piece of bread is not fo big as 
his. Brethren, if our humility were more, our wants would 
belefs,; God doth not ingage himfelf for fuperfluities: every 
one of his children fhall have what is good and enough, though 
many things which belong to greatnefs and {tate ( being need- 
lefs) may be withheld. 

7. Thelaft ground of fear of want (which I fhall meation) Uab:li:f. 
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i fhall sot want. Ver.1. 
„is unbelief. This is the fin which is like death called in Scri- 
pture, the kixgof fears which withdraws the foul from the 
fountain of goodnefs, and from the {prings of peace. The 
heart in ftreights will not bequier, unlefs itcan fee the good it 
wants or be affured of it, but unbelief fhuts the eye from look- 
ing on Gods All-{ufficiency, and theearalfo from crediting his 
aflurance or undertaking of our helps. Jt withdraws us from 
our help and how then can we but be perplexed with the pre- 
fence or expectance of want, If I do mot cruft God, my 
confcience fmites me with terror, and if 1 would cruft him, 
my unbelief withholds me byfear. Every way unbelief begets 
fear. If I deal with man I fufpe& his conftancy, if withGod 
his fidelity, the creature cannot, and God will not help me : 
either he makes no promife unto me , or if fo, why hath he not 
allthis while performed it? Had he meant me good, he would 
Jong ere this have done me good. 
Two things breed fear in man, inevidence of good, impro. 
bability of good. ; 
Unbelief works on boththefe; take it at the bef, ic looks 
on good from Gods giftand promife, onely as probable, per- 
haps I fhall have it, perhaps not, and now though there be fome 
hope, yet there is much fear: and take it at the worft, it looks 
on good as inevident, God will deny it, I fhall not have it, and 
now hope is perifhed, and fears of want breuk in likeanarmed 
man. If by unbelief you fall off from your fuccours, you 
muft neceffarily fink dowa into your fears, extreme diftracti- 
ons will be your companions where divine faithful promifes are 
not your ftatesand fupport. 
va Secondly, Acquire andexercife fome things , which will en- 
ice Ea able you to truf on God for the continual fapply of your 
will enable you Wants. - a ; 
cotruftonGod, 1. Thefirk and principal thing which I would commend un- 
Make i: evident to you, isthis, Be ferioufly and fteadfaftly induftrious to make 
tha: God and j, sroiindedly evident to your fouls, That God and you are in 
Joan covenant and this may breed inyoua confidence that you fhail 
not want. 
David reafoneth fo in this place. Pehovahis my Shepherd, 
I fhall not want, q.d. The Lord is my God, he hath undertaken 
for me all my life, therefore I am not follicitous, Chriftians 
are 
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are exceeding faulty in this, to make fureof God, and yet it 
is the way to make fure all his mercies. The Mathematicians 
muft have lome principles granted unto them, and if once you 
affent unto thofe truthes, they will thence infer many infallible 
and undeniable corclufions. Among Chiriftians this fhould bea 
principle made firm that God is their God, and then they may 
quietly fic down, and confidently conclude all comforts for foul 
and body. Comeuntoa perfon under want and bid him to be 
of good cheer, God is Allfufficient, and hath promifed to with- 
hold nothing that is good, and he is faithful who hath promifed 
and cannot deny himfelf. Why! this is the anfwer, but we 
doubt whether the Lord be our God , the father will be good 
to his children, and God will be faithful tothem who are in 
covenant, but we doubt of our relation, and therefore fear our . 
fupplies. Therefore at length be wife and induftrious, itis 2 
thing poflible to cleer your intereft in God, and I affure you it 
is a thing that will be ufeful and comfortable unto you. They 
that know thy name, will truft on thee, faid David : He {peaks 
(asl conje@ure) of an experimental knowledge in fome acts 
and fruits of Gods goodnefs. How much more if we knew 
that the Lord isour God, that Allfufficiency is ours, merciful- 
nefs it felf is ours, faithfulnefs it felf is ours, fhall we both con- 
fidently and cheerfully repofe our felves on him? as 

2. Meditate much on tke promifes cf God and onhis nature Gal 
and this may'be a means to quicken your hearts to trult on him fes, snd on his 
that you fhal! not want. nature. 

Give arguments and grounds for to excite faith and raifeic, 
A fheep cannot feed upon ftones, nor a man walk onthe water, 
nor faith work without a foundation to ftand upon. Shew unto 
your fouls out of the word how good God is, and how ready 
todo good, how Allfufficient heis,and likewife how faithful 
to perform his word, how immutable God is and gracious, 
Thenin your wantsand occafions, work on thefe things, com- 
pell your fouls to meditate on them and to draw out ftrength. 
Itcannot be, that the Lord fhould leave me, or that I fhould 
want. Heisan <Al/l/ufficiency, what fhall he lofe more now 
then ever by doing of me good? or wherein fhould he be lefs 
able to fupply me now then heretofore ? if he gives not, his 
treafury is not encreafed; and if he give, it is not 

G there- 
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thereby diminifhed. Heisa/oving Ged, a Father. Why! I 
my felf ama father, and would help my child, fhovld Tacknow- 
ledge affections in man and deny them in God? Ihave given 
to {trangers, and will not God give to children? who fhould 
the Lord be ready to help, if not his own people ? 

Heisa faithful God, 1 have his word, that baih been tried fe- 
ven times, all his peopleinall ages of the world have found 
‘him as good as his word ; it is impoffible that he who hath pro- 
mifed fhould lie. I would not break my word, and thall 
I think that God, that truth it felf cares net what he 
{peaks, | 

Heis an immutable God. I die, faith Jofeph, but God will 
farely vifit you. The heavens may crack’ afunder, and the 
world be refolved into nothing , Parents may forfake, and 
friends may be weary, and eftate may ‘fail, my firfh may fail, 
and my keart may fail, but God wheisthe firength of my beart 
will be my portion for ever. 

O my foul! how can it be that thou fhouldft want? if it 
werean empty, poor, weak, thin creature thou were to rely 
on, then &c. But it isa Full, an Allfufficient infinite God 
and Goodnefs: ‘Or, if it were one whofe eftate were large, but 
affections ftreight , one great in power, but flow in love and 
kindnefs, then, &c. But it isthy Father, as well as thy God, 
thy Husband as well as thy Maker, thy moft merciful God, as 
well asthy moft powerful God, on whom thou art to depend , 
orif it were one fufficient for ability, and enclineable inaffe- 
tion, yet unfaithful of his word, carelefs of his promife , 
whofe words were fmooth complements, and deceivable flatte- 
ries, and meer pretences, &c.- But it -isa faithful God, One 
whofe expreffions are his real intentions, and have ever beeg 
ftaled up with feafonable performances. zi 

- Or were it one who for a time onely hath undertaken thy 
fupplies till thou were of age, and ftrength and trading, bur 
thea would defert thee to thy own skill and faculty of provifion, 
thou fhouldft be his penfioner no longer, then the fature 
times might juftly be looked upon with prefent fear of 
want. 
But thou haft a great God, a good God, a faithful God, an. 


unchangeable God to caft thy fupplieson and that hath under- 
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taken thy fupplies, therefore fear not, nor be difquieted, rra/? 
on the Lord for ever, for in the Lord fehovah is everlafting 
frrength. 
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3. Make ufe of experiences and thisallo may be a means tO peke ufe of ex- 
enable you to trufton God for your fupplies. The experiences periene:s. 


of cthers, who have trufted in God, and ftill found his provi- 
dent care. Yourown experiences, how oft he hath prevented 
you with mercies unthought, unfought, Wilt not thou truft 
on him ftillwhom thou hait found to be thy friend, and thy 
fathers friend ? hath he done thee all this good, chat now thou 
frouldft queftion his goodnefs, and fufpeđ his faithfulnefs ? Try 
his word feven times , it will hold, fee P/a/. 12.6. and 
18, 30. 


4. Be careful to Walk uprightly, Unevennels is the path Becareful co 
for fearfulnefs: oureye will failus, asoften as our foot deceive wa'k uprightly. 


eth us,No man can be fo throughly confident upon God, who 
hath been adventurous to finagainit God. A good God anda 
good heart can well meet and embrace each other, but finful- 
nefs takes off boldnefs. Walk before me, andtbe upright, and 
I will beGod Allmighty to you, thatsthe Covenant. A guil- 
ty heart is afraid of prefence, or elfe of acceptance , either to 
look on God, or that God will notlook onit. Faith cannot 
work but upon a Promife, now the Promife is, that Ged nill 
witkhold no good thing frem them that walk mprizhtly, Pial, 
84.11. Thou wilt never be able to outltand thy fearsof wanr, 
if thou be not able to withftand thy delights infin If (innings 
conquer our hearts, fears will conquer our faith. But he who 
canwafh bis hands in innocency, may even go ard compafs the 
altar. 

No man is fo quiet in confcience, fo free in prayer, fo cheerful 
infiving, fo able in believing as the upright perfon. 


5. Be diligent in your callings. He who eats the bread of, 


idlenefs, may well refolve to drink the waters of carefulnefs. y 
Times of idlenefs are ufually the times of great temptations, 
or of doubtful vexations. Whenweareactive in our callings, 
then God lets out our fupplies, and delivers them into our 
hands: but when we fic idly mufing, then are we filled mofily 
with defires of evil or wants.of good , vain minds hatch nothing 
but vain fears or cares. i 
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Ver.1. 

6. Imight have added to thefe, more helps againft our un- 
believing fears of want, v. g. 

Thankfulnefs for what we have had, which isa method to, 
fetch in what we want : no man rightly thanks Ged for a 
mercy, but ftores up another mercy by it. 

Contentment with our Condition: axd carneft and muck 

. prayer. 
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Fhankfulnels. 


Contentment. 


Verf. 2. He maketh me to lie down in green: 
© Paflures ; He leadeth me befides the ftill: 
Waters. | 


= 


-H E former Verfe wasa generalt account or de- 
fcription of Gods Pafteral care over his. people, and : 
this Verfeis a particular explication thereof, where- 
inyouhave, — ; 

1. A /xfficiency of good which God provides for. 
his beep, €xpreffed in two terms, Paffures, Waters. 

2. A-conveniency of good which he provides, the Paftures - 
are green, and the Waters are fiil, = | 

3. The. Spring or caufesof the one, andof the other. He 
maketh me to lie down, &c. He leadeth me, &c. 

So then you have here all that is requifite and defireable a- 
bout our conditions, wg. © 77O O 0 
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2. Here is Goodnefs. Though there be Paftures, yet if they 
be not wholefom, the fheep are not fed, but deftroyed by 
them, 

Though there be waters, yetif they be not il, but violent 
and turbulent, the fheep are not refrefhed but overwhelmed by 
them ; but green Paftures are beft to feed on, and fi Waters 
are beft to drink at, andthefe, both thefe,inthe goodnefs of 
them, as well as in the fulnefs of them. Nor meer Paftures, but 
green Paftures; not meer Waters, but fil Waters are provi- 
ded here for David, | 

3. Here is well-pleafednef/s. Though we have Paftures, 
and fuch as are green , and though we have Waters, and fuch as 
are ftill;yet if our minds, if our hearts be not ftiil,be not pleafed, 
be not delighted, be not content and quieted; if we have p'ea- 
fant eftaces, yet not pleafed minds, ftill waters, yetif noc ftill 
hearts, ec. the barren Wildernefs is then all one to us,as the 
green Paftures ; and the dirty puddles, or violent torrents all 
one as the fil and quiet waters: if we eannot retin the green. 
Paftures, nor drink at thefe {till waters, where fhal! we reft ? 
where fhall we drink ? 

But faith David, He maketh me to lie down, Accubare facit, 
quietly, thankfully, cheerfully to feed onthefe Paftures, and to 
drink at thefe waters, I need not to murmur,nor yet to ftraggle, 
but God hath given me a good Eftate,and a fit mind for fruition. 
of it. 

i Out of all this there are thefe four Propofitions obferva- Propofiions. 
le, viz. 

1, That God doth provide enough, or fufficiently, for his 
people [ Paftnres and waters. | 

2. That God doth provide the beft of conditions for his 
people (green Paffures, and fill Waters. | 

3. That God doth accord the hearts and conditions of his 
people together [ He maketh me to lie down in green Pa- 
finres, &c. 

4. That all the kinds of our good, with the ae 
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delights of them are from the-Lord [ He mvketh me. He 
leadeth me. } 

For the firit of thefe J fhall but touch a little on it becaufe itis 
Virtually included in the laft Propofition which 1 obferyed out 
ofthe former Verfe. — 

Doft, That God doth provide enough. or [ufficiently for Ise pean Ie” 
Gcd doth pro- Here David HAE and Waen, fies ean = 
vicecnouzh as the fheep doth need. If you lock oncopiesof record win 
for his people. ances in Scripture, you will fee the point fully cleared. Abras 

ham, he had enough and enough, Gen 13.2.for he was very vic 3 
in cattel, in filver and ingold, . Ifaac the man waxed pate = 
went going (or went forward) and grew until he became very 
great, for he had poffeffion.of flocks and poffe/sicn of herds 8c 
Gen.26.13,1474cob,he had enough and to {pare,as you may fa 
inGen 33.11. Dake, I pray thee, my blefsing that ts brought to 
thee, becaufe God hath dealt gractoully with me, and becanfe I 
have enough: Who gives us all things richly to enjo , 1 Tim.6.17 
Many more inftances may be given, but thefe are enough at 
once. 
NG the better Explication of it, thefe particulars are inqui- 
rable. 
; 1. What and when it is enough , in refpe& of a mans cons 
ition 3 | i E 
2. Why the Lord provides enough for his people > 
3- Wherein thismay concern us ? 
Queft. 1. What and when is it enough, in refpet of a mans. 
condition ? 
` Sol. For the Apprehenfion and Decifion of that, premifea: 
few things. i a ' 
Enovehisa , I An Enougs, is (in the general). Medinm,or middle efPate 
7 be- Lwixttwoextreams : There ig an eftate wherein a man may 
twixttwoex- have too little, and that’s leffe then enough; and there is an 
tremes. eftate wherein a man may have too much, and that’s more then 
cuough, and there is a middle eftate *rwixe thefe, wherein 
a man hath conveniency or fufficiency, and that’s enough. So- 
Jomen himfelf doth thus branch itin Prov. 30.8. Give me peis 
ther poverty nor riches (i.) Neither too little nor too much 
feed me with food convenient for me; that was enough, a. 
then Enough, is when there is no defect, and no excefs; when 
, i there 
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tis enough., 
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thereis not more then our condition requires, nor yet lefse Like 
the gathering of the Manna, he that gathered much, had nothing 
over, and he wo gathered lefe , bad nothing under. A bird hath 
two wings if fhe had more they would be an hinderance, if lefs, 
a want. 

2. Provifien may be efteemed enough, either to our Enough, is ei- 

1. Narwre, which being purged of difeafe , and confidered 4 
as a meer appetite, is fatisfied with little. aieri 

2. Grace, which qualifying and enriching the heart with fu- To Grace, 
pernatural excellencies and objects, enables a manto fay of leffe 
then a little, it is enough. 

3. Lut and Corruptien; of whichwe may fay as Solomon To Lunts. 
did of the four things, The Grave, the Barren Womb, the Earth 
and the Fire, they are never fatisfied, they fay not, It is enough, 
Pro.30.15,16. 

3. Enough to our Conditions is not to be judged by the Bickel rosat 
quantity or number , but rather by the quality and effectual Conditions. 
efficacy. 

Noe by the Quantity. It may be enough, though a man hath This is nor 
an eftate lefs then others, a man hath [eggs enough, though not judged by the 
fo many as an horfe. The mil! may have water enough to drive Quantity. 
thoughit hath not the Sea. The fhoe though it will not fit 
a gyant,yet it may be big enough fora child My eftate may not 
be fo high, fo pompous, fo abounding as another mans, yetit 
niay be fufficient forme. Nay, compare the eftate with it felf, 
it may be takem in much, it may be reftrained and fhortned, it 
may be much lefs then it hath been unto me, and yetit may be 
enough. Ifthe cloke which hangs te the ground, and the band 
which flotes down to the girdle were cropt andclipr, they may 
yet be long enough. When Gideons thoufands were reduced 
tò three hundred, there were men enough for. the fervice. So 
when God doth remit, or fink, or tap a mans condition, when 
he doth, as it were, opena vein and Jet out fome of his abun- 
dance, yet there may beblood enough, ehate enough left be- 
hind, much may be lolt and yet enough ftill remain. Bur by 
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But by the Qwality end Efficacy: And inthis refpect tlie 2uslity and 
fupply or provifion may be efteemed enough, when itis fuf- Efficacy. 
ficient. When fi fci- 

1, Tothe Prefervntion of life, of natural life, our Saviour fot cote Ax 


çalls Life, 


48 He maketh me to lie down, Xc. Ver. ze 
calls it enough, ifit be daily bread, and the Apoftle expounds 
itif it be food and rayment. = 

To the orcer 2. Tothe order or place of life: That may be enough for one 

a placcot nan, which is too much for another. Counfellors Guards va- 

i riety of attendance and of creatures,all chefe are but enough for a 
King,a great perfon,a greater degree is required to make enough 
for one perfon, in an order or place of life then for another, fet 
in a low or mean condition, a leathern fhoe may be enough 
for the foot, when yet a more coftly thing is but fit and conve- 
nient for the head. 

To theexecus 3- Tothe execution of our duties inthe courfe of our life: If 

tion of our Du- there be fuch a ftormy tempeft that the mill may be broken to 

tiesin the cours pieces, or but a meer breathing of the air that the fails will not 
of our life. ftir. why here’s too much and too little, but when there is 

fuch a blaft as fets the fails on turning, there’s enough. If in my 
courfe of life I have not fo much as hoyfeth me off from ferving 

of God, nor fo little as denyes me power to ferve him, but I 

have that by virtue whereof I may well honour him in a diligent 

and faithful and cheerful difcharge of duties without any juft 
diftraction, Ihave then enough. When it is fufficient for the 
duties of my place, it isenough. 

4. For a perfons ability rightly toufe and manage: A dih 

ability rigbdy of milk may be enough for a child who hath but a weak ftomach 

toufe and ma- co digeft, abundance may be too much for fome fpirits which 

al are better able to command themfelves under a narrow then un- 
der an enlarged eftate. Though a Tradefman hath nor all the 
money in the City, yet he may have {tock enough. A mighty 
ftock to fome men is but as a mighty bow to a child which he 
cannot bend nor ufe. So then God gives enough to his peo- 
ple (.7.) fuficient for their prefervation, fufficient for their par-. 
ticular ftation, fufficient for execution of duties, and fufficient 
for their ability rightly to ufeandimploy. 

Why willGod 9. But why will he give them enough or fufficient(.s. neither 

a ag H , too much nor too little. So/.1 will give you the reafons of both. 

Te would bea T- Hewill not let his people bave too little : = 

wrong tohime I. Becaufe this would be a wrong to himfelf, he fhould bein- 

lelf. jurious to his, 


Tohis Good- 1, Nature: His Goodne/s and his Ad-fufficiency would 
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(uffciency. lofe much of their honour: What! good, and yet ee 
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enough to hisown! All-fufficient in himfelfand to others! and 
yet not a fufficiency to his own fervants! keeps a full houfe for 
others, and will he not allow bread to his children ? 

2. Kinduefs and Affettion : Love is bountiful and liberal ; To his kind- 
But how will this found? great loveand no care! high af- nefs.and affe- 
fe&ions, and yet not provide what is neceffary and fufficient ! Gioa. 

Who will fay the father loves the child , or the husband the 
wife, when neither food nor rayment are allowed unto 
them ? 

3. Trathand Fidelity: Have we not his bonds for what iS To his truth 
needful and what is good: Though his wifdom may fee fome- snd fidelity. 
what more, may be fomwhat too much, yet his faithfulnefs 
binds him to allow us what is enough and fufficient. 

IT: Andawrong tohis people: occafionally it may through It would ~ R 
their own infirmity and Satans fubtilty. ie, ~ 

1, Difpofe them to independance on God. Beggers will not Dy(pofe them 
frequent the houfe where nothing is given, and we bring notto indepen- 
our buckets to a dry ciftern. God fhould endanger all depen-dsnce on God. 
dence ifhe fhould reftrain his hand in meer neceffaries., men 
are not aptto believe that God will do much , who yet doth 
not fubminifter no not fufficiencies. 

2. And to indirett and irregular prattifes. Leaft I be poor To indire& 
and fteal and take the name of my God in vain, Prov.30.9 Scant- jo 
ed conditions ufually occafion enlarged corruptions, if God?" 
willnot help us, we are too apt to help our felves. If he puts 
not out his handsof goodnefs,we are quick in thrufting forth our 
hand to wickednefs. 

3. Toextreme diftrattions. God would have his people to To extreme 
ferve him without fear, and to live upon him without care; to diftraGions. 
mind their work, and leave their wages to him: but how can 
this poffible be, if he did not give them enough ? Fears of wart 
will arife if fufficiencies be denyed, and cares will mulcip'y when 
a man hath not bread to eat, nor water to drink. 

4. Toextreme difcouragements, They will have no heart To extreme 
to ferve that God whem they cannot find good unto them : difecursge- 
as God loves a chearful giver, fo he loves a chearful ferver ; ments. 
we ought to ferve a good God with a glad heart, not penfively, 
dejeCtedly, as if we were weary of his work. But if he will not 
allow his fervants doing bis work rot fo little as will afford 
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Na too much, 


Then 


He maketh me tolie down &c. Jer.2, 


ftrength unto them for his work, they muft neceffarily either 
not ferve him at all,or elfe with wearied and difcouraged fpirits, 

III. And a wrong to the whole profeffion of Godlinefs: Gene- 
rally men are of mercenary fpirits, they are not able to pry in- 
tothe Arcana ot Religion, to difcern the inward excellencies 
and the hidden comforts of it, but areled both in their opini- 
ons of it, and affections unto it, upon fenfible and vifible moti- 
ons: If chey fee wickedaels to flourifh, and godline& to pine ; 
profanenefs to abound, and godlinefs to want; an evil courfe: 
to have enough and to fpare, and a good courfe toftarve and 
famifh, they will readily judge-that that which men eall Reli- 
on and Godlinels, how good {oever it may prove in the rever- 
fion, yet forthe prefent it is certainly the worft, and hardeft , 


and barrennelt fervice. God doth invite the finners of the 


world to abandon their ignominious and foul-deftroying cour- . 


` des,and promifeth unto them amore happy change. Speaks un-. 


co them at the leaft of fufficiencies and neceffaries , the want 
of which ifthey fhould difcern in his bet and: moft faithful fer- 
vants, here were bar enough and fcandal. Not what is faid , 
but what they fee doth moft move-and affe@ thefe. But God. 
willhonour himfelf, his Nature,all his Attributes; He delights 
in the dependance of his fervants, and in their regular courfe , 
and would have them to ferve himintentively without diftradti- 
on, and chearfully without difcouragements; and he ferioufly 
minds the honour of holineS, and therefore at che: leaft he will, 
give what is enough and fufficient. 2 2. ® 

2, He Will not let his people have too much neither. 

1- Becaufeufebey bave tos mach, perhaps he might have too 


He might have /ite/e. The Phyfitians fay, It is alwayes good foto eat as to- 


eco lisle. 


rifewith an appetite, God doth fo diftribute good to his, that 
they fhould ftill dependupon him for goed: When the //rae- 
lites were fall they. kicked, and forgate the rock of their Salva- 


tion. When the -Prodigal hadallche efate in hs omn hands, he 


prefently left bus fathers Give me nit ricees , left I be full and 
deny thee and fay, wia 0 the Lord, faith Solomon, Prov.30.8,9. 
A great ekate is fe'dome without great pride. When the great 

dinner is eaten, men ufually bid Farewell, and take their leave. 

God hath leaft duty ordinarily from thofe on whom he-confers: 
moft plenty, =f tn ay 1 | 
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2. Becaule, If they hould have too much they might have too They might 
little ; 1.too little in Spirituats, while they havetoo much in tave too liile 
temporals, too little in graces. The three children and Daniel 
thrived better With the Pulfe, then the reft With tke royal alle w> 
axces. The fheep thrive beft upon the fhort mountains , and 
Graces moft ina moderate eftate, tte long cloke hath tript up 
many a mans heels. Humility is more low, and faith more 
high, and love more ftrong, and prayer more fervent, and duties 
more conftant, and the heart ufually beft and moft heavenly in 
a time of meannefs, then in atime of fulnefs and greatnefs. O 
how hardfomely have men rowed in a River, who have been 
caft away ina large Ocean. The Frier lookt very gentle and 
meek till he became an Abbot, and Pulian was fomewhat tole- 
rable tillhe became an Emperor. Much earthufually is a flamer 
to our earthly lufts, and a quencher of our fpiritual moti- 

Ons. 

2,1 comforts, when our graces finkour comforts do alfo fink, 
when our duties waver, our comforts do allo vary and alter. 
No man can have more, or the fame degree’ of fpiritual peace 
and joy, who decayes in tlie fpiritual {tock, or'in theemploy- 
ment and exercife thereof, I meanin his Graces. 

“Too much may be a fnare to our Graces, and prove an heavy 
burden to our confciences. Ergo: Other reafons might be ad- 
ded to all thefe, to prove that God will give his people enough, 
(i. ) Neither too much nor too little, but what is fuffici- 
ent. 

1. He is Wife, wifdom gives what is beft, and what is fit- 
teft, . 

2. His people muft praife him, even for outward bleffings, 

Ergo, They muft have what is fufficient. 

Now letus come ro the Application of this point. Doth 
God provide enough , and whatis fufficient for his people ? Learn 
then they may learn, 

1. Tobe contented with their conditicns: This is the very To be content- 
inference of the Apoftle, 1 Tim 6.8. Having focd and rarment cd with cur 
let su be therewith content; (i ) To be well pleafed, to be fa- conditions. 
tisfed . not to grumble, and murmure, and to be complaining, 
and ftill craving. Chriftians ought co pafs their conditions o- 
ver with much thankfulnefs to God, and much quietnefs of fpi- 
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rit, and with much chearfulnefs of behaviour , every 
be contented, fince God doth , and w.il alwayes‘afford them 
enough. iia e 7 = 

Becaufe this is the moft proper Ufe and beneficial that can be 
made of the Dodrine, I will therefore. enlarge a little on 
it. > 

Confider therefore a few Particulars. , 

1. You need nomore then enough: Why fhould ye not then 
be contented with your enough ? If you have more then you 
çan eat, why! that’s taken away from your table. ifyouhave 
rayment more then you can wear, why ! that’s laid afide ; its 
alloneasif youhad them not. Your fuperfluities are ufeleffe 
and needlefs, like a crutch that a healthy man cares not for, All 
other things befides what is fufficient, are either for your Va- 
riety or for your Torment, ufually they are made the fervants 
of fome luk, and the occafions of much fear. 


Nomore thn 2, Nomorethen enough zu beft: Youknow the Proverb, E- 
enough is beft nough is as good asa feaft. When a man hath no more then 


Bor his Soul 


Por his Body 


enough, he hath that which is beft, d 
_ For his, Soul: Great eftates are. many times the baneof 
Souls. Rich men are apt to be high-minded, and Profpericy 
breeds many times Apoftacy , of all Chriftians the poorer fort 
are ufually moft rich in Faith, in Zeal, in Fervency of Duty ; 
they have moft leifure, and pleafure, and delight in converfing 
with God. Solomon faith, Thart a mans abundance Will not 
Suffer him to fleep. I may fay, in fome fenfe, It will not fuffer 
him to wake.and work; a man can hardly bear great eftates 
and great duties together. i 

For his Body, Askthe Phyficians, What diet is bet? and 
they will tell you, that Moderata dieta eff cptima. Lookon 
the poor man who labours hard, and the rich man who lies ftill, 
or thofe that feed on fulnefs, or thofe who eat only the bread of 
fufficiency , thefe have more health, better colour, greater 
ftrength, &c.. ai 

For his delight and peace. We do exceedingly err, my bre-. 
thren, when we match in our fancies great comforts and great 
eftatestogether. O, fay we, if we had fo great an eftateas 
fuch, we would live as merrily and at hearts eafe as they. But 
asthe great Roman anfwered him who commended his Tr 
yoon O a a 
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Jer. 2. | He maketh me to lie down, &c. 
fhoe how neatly it did ft on his foot , but faid he, You de not 


© know where it pincheth me. Or as the Emperor faid of his 


Crown when he lookt on it with tears, If you knew the cares 
of this Crown you would never ftooptotakeitup That fay I, 
You fee the ourfide ofa greater eftate , but you do not fee the 
infide. You fee the field of corn, the high mountains, and low 
valleys, and great employments, but youdo not fee the many 
thornes, and the many tempefts, and the many inundations that 
all this is fubjeCt unto. How little fuch enjoy either God or 
themfelves , bow often their confciences are wounded , their 
fleep broken, their hearts fhot through and through with fecret 
fear and guilt. 


For his Accempts: We may juftly fay of enlarged eftates ase. his ae. 
we do ofenlarged relations, ifrelattonsdo multiply, obligati-comp:s, 


ons do multiply; the fingle man hath not fo many duties on 
him as the father, the mafter, the minifter, &c. So if eltates 
beencreafed , our accounts unto God are thereby encreafed. 
To whom much is given, much more fhall be required: Your 
greater honours and greater wealth are a greater part of 
your ftewardfhip, for which we muft be accountable unto 
God. 

Objett. Yes, will many fay, If we had enough we had reafon 
to be contented, but alas we have nothing. 

Sol. Who arcthou that thus difputeft> good or bad, If 
Bad, though thou hadft all the world yet had{t thou in effe& 
nothing, for number things by bleffing, then thou haft nothing. 
Nothing is left unto thee. 

But if thou be a Goed man, aright Chriftian, why fayeft thou 
then, That thou haft nothing? Thereisno good man but hath 
in Spirituals that which is worth allthe world. And for Ex- 
rernals, furely thou haft fomething. When did thou fleep 
laft? where didft thou lie laft? was it not in thy own houfe 2 
what didft thou eat laft? wasit not food? what haft thou now 
On ? isit not rayment? how art thou at this time? why,O Chri- 
ftian! though God, and Chrift,and Grace, and Heavea be 
the chiefeft of things, yet sn thy Arithmetick, are outward mer- 
cies, many outward mercies Ciphers only, to be reckoned as 
nothing? Is lodging nothing, houfenothing, fleep nothing , 
- food nothing, rayment nothing, health and ftrengch nothing ? 

~~ or eion Objet, 


54 ) He maketh me to lie diwn, &c. Ver.z. 
Objet. True, they are fomething but not enough, had 
we enough ofall theie, or fome of thefe, then we had fomething 

indeed. 

Sol. And how much muft goe to make enough unto thee ? 
Thou cantt not acknowledg it to be enough, unlefs thou findeft 
it in variety and fuperfluity, buta good heart indeed, would 
confefs it to be enough if there were fufficiency. Thou haf 
enough for food, but not enough for furfet; enough for ufe, 
but not enough for trouble , enough to further,but not enough 
to hinder thee in thy Chriftian courfe; and what hurt is 
this 2 


Objet. But if I had as much as fuch and fuch I had e- 
nough. , 
Sol. I remember aftory of a man whom S. Chry{cftem did 
fain to bein prifon, O , faith he, if I had but liberty I would 
delire no more ! he hath it, O then, iff had but for neceflity ! 
he hadit O thenhad I for alittle variety! hehadit. O 
then had I any office were it the meaneft! he hathit. Othen 
had J but a magiftracy, though over one town only! he hath 
it. O thenwere! a Prince, and thena King, and then an Em- | 
teror , and then an Emperor of the whole world, and then , 
with Alexander, he weeps that there are no more worlds. 
He who faith not that fufficiency is enough, will never fay that 
plenty isenough. If thouhadfta greatereftate, thou wouldt 
have a greaterhearc, the eye would not be fat:sfied with fee- 
ing, nor the ear with hearing. He is happiet who needs but 
little, and hewho hath moft, hath with all, this unhappireffe , 
that there is no certainty of keeping, nor no meafure in his de- 
firing. 
Dre 2. A fecond VJe therefore fhall be of Direéion unto us to get 
For Dirc@ion thofe Qualities which may enable us to fee when we have e- 
nee and to overcome thofe qualities which are never fa- 
ished. 


Geerhole quse- 1. To get thofe qualites which will make us cordially to ac- 
Jicies that will knowledg that we haveenough , wiz. 


Pn usec’. In general. Holine/s of heart wil quickly difcern enough 
Holinds of Ot Jufficiency inthe efate. There are two things which a wick- 
heart. ed heart cannot find, 1t cannot find excellency in Spirituals , 
nor fufficiency in Temrorals. Till the heart be taken up with 
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God it cannot reft quiet with temporal poffeffions, It cannot 
limiet ic felf here, until ic be limited by him whois unlimi- 
ted, 

A good God, and a good heart, and alittle of ontward e- 
ftate will go far. Little is a Sufficiency to him who with ic en- 
joyes an All-fufficiency, Therefore get an holy heart, thou 
doft hereby procure a tranfcendent eftate in heaven , andal- 
wayes a fufficient eftate on earth. Godlinefs is chat which 
works contentment,and contentment is that which makes us fee 
that we have enough. Men do but puzzle,and maze, and dif- 
quiet themfelves with endlefs craving of earthly things, until 
they partake of God and holinefs. The more holy a man grows 
the more heis in heaven, and the more heavenly the foul is , 
the lefs need it fees of worldly things. A whole world will 
not fatisfie a worldly fpirit, bue lict!e of this isenough to him 
who defires and ftrives to feed his foul more then his body, 

In part.cular get thefe Graces, v. g. 

1. Anexceeding love of heavenly things : Why ts it that ma- An exceeding 
ny Heroick fpirits have trampled upon all the world, and re. e e 
je&ed chem as drofs and dung: That they have changed high Y 1°35 
eftates for low, and rich eftates for poor; Alofes chafe aff éis 


` ons with the people of God, rather thenthe honour of tke Court. 


Surely they did fet the higheit eftimations and affections on 
Gods favour, on Chrift, on heavenly things. That which can 
enable a perfon to become nothing, and to be content with the 
lofs of all worldly things fo that he may enjoy God and Chritt, 
that fame will more ealily enable him to be fatisfied and con- 
tented with alittle, much more with a fufficiency ; Jr 2 enongh, 
Jofeph my fon ts yet alive, faid loving Pucob. And, Jet kiss 
take all, fince my Lord the King is come again {aid Atephibofherh. 
So the Chriftian, Itis enough, God is mine, and Chrift is mine, 
I have him whom my foul loveth, and any thing now is enough. 
Love of heavenly things ever drowns and {wallows the defire of 
earthly things. 

2. Humblenels of Heart: Look on all perfons blazoned in Humblenels of 
Scripture for humility, and you fhall find chem acknowledging teart 
and bleffing for afufficiency, Facob, David, Paul. According as 
the heart is,fo is the eftate to the heart. A great veffel muft have 
much water to fill ic buc a licele water will filla little veflel, 
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Self-denial. 


Faith. 


Ver.2 
ee re 
If the heart be great , “tis not eafie to define what will 
be enough unto it, but a [ttle eftace is fufficient for a little 
heart. Toin ne 
There are three things which Humblenefs enables one unto ; 
to fee even little mercies, co blefs for all mercies,to be contented 
with any mercy. 4 
= 3. Self-dextal: You fee that a man that hath appetstum ca 
ninum, endlefs in eating, unfatiable after all feedings, a difeafe 


He maketh me to lie down, Xc. 


called the we/f, aravening appetite: If this difeafe werere- - 


moved, aleffer quantity by far were enough for that mans fto- 
mach. There are in every man natural neceffities , and preter- 
natural neceflities, natural defires and corrupt defires. Corrupt 
defiresare like fome womans longings, filled with vanity and 
alfo with variety.Our lufts alwaies put us upon a greater expence 
to fatishe them,then our natures. Ifthen you would behold an 
enough to your conditions, ftrive much to deny finful fancies., 
finful affections, (inful cravings which are like fome beggars who 
will never be ferved. Whena man hath many merciesand 
comfotts yet he is unquiet, he muft have more, for more eafe, 
for more vanity, for more bravery ; till this man can deny the 
motions, fancies, importunities of his corrupt heart, he will 
never have enough, 

4. Faith, Ithath two properties; oneto make us #sfatif- 
fiable about the things of heaven: another to make us quietly 
cheerful With any condition on earth. In fpirituals , faith gives 
{cope tothe heart, butintemporals it bridles and moderates, 
Faith wille.cher fee food enough or fawce enough ; either it 
{preads our table with the creatures, or elfe with Gods loving 
kindnefs in Chrift, which isa good meal. If a Chriftian could 
attain unto two things, he would fay, I have enough. Oneis ff 
his heart could fubmit to Gods provident difpenfation. Ano- 
ther is, if his heart were affured of future provicon, Now faith 
works both of thefe. Firft, it fubmics my heart to my prefent 


~ condition, it feeth the wifdom and goodnefs of God in any 


ekate be it never fo mean, that divine providence fets it out for 
me, and faith, There is this day thy daily bread. Secondly, it 


_ bears up the foul for the future, feeing a {pring in providence , 


and an undertaking not only for one day, but for all the dayes 
of our lives, There isa market every day of the week for a Be- 
ee Thefe 
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Thefe are the fpecial Graces which will make us fatisfied even 
witha little, and {till to find enough. 

To which let me add fome gracious confiderations, properly Gracious Cen- 
and ufefully adjuvant to the fame end, v. g. fiderations. 

1. Often confider bo unworthy a creature thou art. A deep Conlider, How 
meditation of our fins avails much to a further mortification of unworthy a 
out finful defires: when I confider how many my fins are, and =ar ui 
how hainous, and how meritorious, I rather wonder that Iam ` 
not in Hell then on Earth, I rather admire that I have any 
mercy, then fo little. Ah brethren,he who deferves every mo- 
ment to be fentenced into hell, hath reafon to fay, It is mercy 
enough that I yet live, and have time granted to prevent that 
fentence. He who deferves not a bir, not a rag, not any breath- 
ing, not any good, may fee occafion and confefs, O Lord! I 
have enough (who though I have forfeited every mercy, and 
deferved every mifery) yet I have health, I have food, I have 
raiment, I havemany,many daily mercies. Obferve it expe- 
rimentally,when any perfons are touched witha deep meditati- 
on of their fins, the leaft merey will feem mercyto them, O! 
it is well, tt is mercy, it is enough, God deals exceeding grati- 
oufly with me, it ismore then I could expect, it isas much as I 
need! 

2. Often confider, how changeable thefe outward things are z How change- 
The greater quantity is {ubject to as much vanity, and to the sblethele out- 
fame uncertainty, as a moderate allowance. He who hath thou- ward things are 
fands may fee them fmoaking away as foonashe that hath but 
wos and pence ; and ufually the higheft conditions are moit 
hazarded with alterations. 

I fee no difference ’twixt a large and moderate condition but 
this, That in theone a man is likea Traveller on the land, whom 
now and then a thief may affaulc and furprife ; in the other, he 
is like a Ship richly Jaden at fea, which eicher the roving Pirats, 
or the violent Tempefts, or the foking Sands, or the fplitting 
Rocks may in a moment fhiver to pieces, But both are likea 
cloud, which may be quickly driven, or like a flower, which 
may be quickly withered , evena polie of flowers may wither 
as foon as one naked flower. And why then, O my foul} 
fhouldeft thou ftrive for great things,and not reft fatished with 
any thing > when as every thing here below is too mean for~ 
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How little did ge . Often remember kow Little n mk hertofare., ae 
facisfiethee “gime was, how thou didtt ferve God day and night with many. 
heretofore, tears, fervent prayers, affe&tionate obedience; and alfo didi 
E chearfully g so onin the difcharge of thy particular calling, when 
thou hadh not comparably fo much as now thon haft.. There. 
was not that eafinefs of lodging , that fairnels of habitation , 
that daintinefs of feeding, that foftnefS of clothing. “Why | 
was little, very little, very well and enough then? and is not 
much, very much a fufficiency ; and enough now 2 Could J eat 
and blefs then, should I fealt and vex now? could a dith of 
green herbs fatisfie heretofore,and fhould not plenty be enough 
at this time? ‘Surely,O my heart ! thy allowance was enough 
at the loweft, and when God hath more enlarged it, doeft chou 
now well, more and more to difpute tt, and cavil at it? Omy 
unthankfal heart! ‘The portion of God is futficiently goad y 
only thou, thou art degenerately vile and bad.. 
e nea 4 Often ponder the fhortnefs of thy: lifel, What ai ftite i is 
of thy life. he el: and infinite reaches after afew more thadows | k 0 how 
a man contrives, {trives, ftirs, ftretcheth body, Toul, confcience, 
“all, to enlarge his treafures, and in the midit of all, the great 
God gives a commiflion unto Death, Go, ftrike him stake him 
Hac Nose. {peedily out of the land of the living ; and this man dies., ang 
‘gives up the Ghoft, and where is he?. where is his foul? where 
are his projects ? ‘where are his greatnefles? You fee how 
much he leavs behind, the comfort, benefit, ufe whereof he ne- 
ver had’, the leatt of the leaft ofthe moft he had , had been e- 
nough for him, and many more whofe lives ; are fo fuddenly 
ftruck offas his. Well, let ic fink into you, a. little meatis 
enough for a weak tomach, (‘auch turns notinto nounfhment 
but difeafe) and a little eftate may be enough fora little time : 
Our life is not long, it is buta fhort Tale quickly told, we muft 
__ part with every thing, Pavl makes that a. reafon that we 
fhould be content with any thing, 1 Zim.6.6. PY 
Theeftatesand 5° Frequently look, ever the eftates and behaviours. of an 
behaviours of far beyond thee inGrace, far below thee in Plenty: Their 
eshers.. charge’ is far greater , theit revenue is far fhorter, thefe have 
many children, thou haf but few ; they have little chate, A 
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hat much; they feed together, they pray together, they blefs 
together, they chearfully blefs Gud for their enough. Should 
poverty fay, It is enough? fhould meannefs fay, It is enough ? 
and yet plenty complain, and yet abundance grudge, and be un- 
fatisfied. 

6. Once more: Be able to fee that though there be not much Though there 
in thine own hands, yet there is exceeding much in thy fathers > gays 
hands. Thou haf not all thy eftate at once , it may beenough hmdl, orar dl 
unto any that when he hath dined, there is one preparing again is much in thy 
for his fupper. fathers hands. 

Secondly, To overcome thofe wnfatisfiedqualities which know Thefe unfatif 
no meafure, nor when it is enough. "fied qualities 

You will never be able to fee a fufficiency in your conditi- mutt be over- 
ons, till thofefinful qualities be mortified. I will mention fome °°™*- 
of them. l 

I. Oneis Coveton{nefs ; thisis like the Grave , which never Covetoufnels 
faith, Ze rs enough. Or, like Solomons horfe-leach, which cries , 

Give, give, Prov.30.15.° The Apoftle prayes the Hebrewes to 
be content with fuch things as they have; but how might this 
be learned > Why, faith he, det your converfation be without co- 
vetou{ne(s, Heb.13.5. Covetoufnefs is nothing elfe but an 
impocentand boundlefs appetite that can neither ufe what ic 
hath, nor put a period to what itdefires ; but asin che fea, onc’ 
wave rifeth above another, fo here every defire of having is out’ 
gone by a new defire of getting. If you could melt the hea- 
vens into gold, orthe elements into filver, and eftare the cove- 
tous man inco allthe dominions of the world, yet his greedy 
foul would never fay, Forbear it is enough. But as the fifhes 
are ftill fucking and drawing in even in the vafteft ocean, fo the 
covetous fpirit is {till panting, complaining, gaping, grafping, 
griping inthe fulleft condition. 

Non quod habet numerat, tantumque non habit optat. 
. Poor man who knows no God but earth, enjoyes neither God i 
nor earth; his only happinefs ts a fancy of what he wants and his 
great mifery that fill he defiresthac which wil never fatisfie his 
defires. Wel then, ifever you would come to fee a fufficiency ", 
and an enoughin your conditions, befeech the Lord to keep ‘ 
your hearts trom covetoufnefs. If your affetions be only for 
carth, you will never have enough of earth, 
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Enulationand 2. Emulation and Envy, Thisis one of the great fins and 

ay. an expenfive fin, anda fin which makesus to exceed our condi- 
tions. Jtis generally with us as with thofethat run ina race, 
who look on thofe before them , fo do men and women fix their 
eyes on others beyond. them in place and condition, they mutt 

i feaft as others, be apparelled as others go and- fpend like others. 
People count it a difgrace in any thing to fall lower then others 
in their places, and then no marvel they have nor enough, when 
more then their eftates is vainly mifpent in an expenfive emu- 
lation. 

Intemperance - 3. Towhich we may add another fin of /xtemperance and 

and Luxury. Luxury, wherein perfons facrifice large eltates-to. their bellies 
andappetite. It was fpoken (Ithink) of our Nation, That we 
build as if we fhould live for ever, and eat as if we fhould die 
prefently. It wasa fingular Excominm which Era/mu gives 
of the life of S. Jerome, that maxima pars debetar ftudio, mi- 
nima fomno, minor cibo, nulla otio, But with usit is quite con- 
trary, fleeping, andeating, and drinking deveur moft ofour 
lives and eftates. The Arhentans {pent moft of their time in 
telling of news, and fome of this City all their time in feafting 
and caroufing. If Chriftians were wifely Parcimonieus, they 
might find time enough for their fouls, and elate enough for 
their bodies; but while they liveonly toeat, they eat out all 
their livings.. : 

« We do not drink to fatisfie thirft, nor eat to fatisfie hunger , 
but fhameful fpewing is in our fealls, and,as if Sardavapalus or 
Heliogabalas were ftillalive , we devife choice of dainties, and 
fo to farisfie a fenfual appetite, we at once crack our fouls, and 
our bodies and our eftates,in a moment wafteall. Had we Ro- 
man appetites and Chriftian diligence, we might have enough 
not only for neceffity but alfo for charity. 

Pride and Va» 4. Pride and Vanity. God gives a man enoughif he be 
nity hombleand fober, but when can a vain mind fix, or a proud 
and haughty. fpirit fettle? Thou haft enough for thy condition, 

but not enough for thefafhion, When vulgar People will infi- 

nitely fwell above their places andranks, as if they were the 

childrenof Kings,adorn themfelves with Diamonds and Rubies, 

and Péarls and with the moft coftly apparel, chisis one(ainonght 

ethers ofthe reafons why fo many Citizens crack and fail. An 
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ordinary Citizen who is newly fet up,and might have had enough 
for the fupporc of him and his, on a fudden fhrinks into nothing, 
and what’s the reafon? only Pride and Vanity. The needlefs 
Jewels, and che fuperfluous Ornaments, and che incongruous 
dreflings and attirings if they had been fpared , there had been 
now food and raiment left ; but pride is acoftly fin, and the 
high way to beggery, courfer garments, diet, lodging would 
ferve thee and thine very well. 

S. Somefecret hasnts of clofer tranfgrefsions are likewile the o re oe 
realon why many cannot fee enough. As inordinate (ports where haunts of clover 
men venture all that God hath given them upon the caft of a tranfgre Mins 
die, or throw of a bowl ; and whichis worfe, they make their 
eftates to bear up their fin of Unclearne/s, not knowing that 
this isthe way to bring them to a morfel of bread. All thefe 
lins are of fuch a malignant influence to a mans eftate, that if he 
hath much they will bring it to a little, and if he hath licele chey 
will bring it to nothing; fhame and infamy, want and poverty, 
are the juit returns and fruits of chem. 

6.1 miglit mention more fins which will not let us fee that it is 
enough, as de‘contentedne/s, unthank{ulne/s, pafsionate froward- D (contented. 
neft, &c. all which are a cloud to darken the goodnefS and ff- nds, Unibank. 
ficiency of our eftates: would we pray earneftly to the Lord , fulncls, 
and wreftle with him, and never give over until he had fubdued 
thefe vile and {inful qualities, we fhould find that God did e- 
nough for us, andelearly acknowledge that only our Lwfs, not 


Eft ates did want. 
Jf God gives enough to his people 4 then they may be ad- Ufe 2. 
vifed, OF Advier, 


1. Diligently to ferve him, to expetid themfelves totally in To ferve God 
his fervice: they need not diftra¢t themfelves with fears nor Diligently, 
cares; hath not God given unto them enough ? And why doth 

hegive them enough , but that without diftraction or difcou- 

ragement they might intend his glory in the duties of their ge- 


metal and particular callings. , 
2. Cheerfully to firve hih. Sufficiency fhou'd produce ala- Cheerfally, 


crity. Thy mafter isa good mafter, while thou art doing cf his 
work, he allows thce enough and when thou haft done his work 
he will beftow on thee an exceedingly exceeding weight of 


lory. 
i l l 3. Only 


‘ 
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Ontly. 3, Only toferve him. As thou fhalt have no comfort, fo 


thou haft no need to fupply thy felf by any indire@ or wicked 
wayes. Should a:lie be found in thy mouth for gain? or for- 
did flatery in thy carriage for advancement? there is no need 
ofthefe, thou art well, chy God is All-fufficient and hath given 

- fufficiency to thee.. The treafures of wickednefs will quickly 
fail, but a little fhall hold out long enough to him who dares 
to truft and ferve a God. s 

Ufe 4. Here are we all informed to go into the way of getting Enough. 
To go into the It is the common voice, If we could have but enough, we would 
way of getting defire no more. Wouldft thou indeed have enough ? why! 
enough then get the Lord tobe thy Shepherd, and befeech him to make 

thee one of the feep of his pafture; all his fheep are cared for, 
he provides enough for them, While the Wolvesand Dogs 
range and hunt up and down, the fheep are quietly feeding , 
_ give up thy felf in Covenant unto God and he will be allfuffict- 

ency to thee. ] 
Thus much for the firt propofition, That the Lord provides 
` Paftures and Waters for his people. Now I proceed to the fe- 
cond, which refpectsthe quality of this provifion, Green Pa- 
ftures, not paftures only, but Green paftures, not waters only, 
but Still waters, this is the goodnefs of Gods provifion for them. 

: Hence obferve, 

Doft.2. - That as God provides a full cftate, fo the beft eftate for bis flock 
AsGod pro: e people. Paftures, which are Green, and waters, which are 
vides a fuil e- Sri, As Abrakam though he gave gifts untothe children by 
ftace,(othe belt the Concubines, yet he gave the Inheritance to his fon Ifaac , 10 
pe, for bis though God doth give many things to other men, yet he gives 
a me the beft tchiags unto hisown people. In J/z.25.6. Their pro- 

vifion is called a Feaf of fat things, afeaft of wines on the Lees, 
of fat thixgs full of marrow, of Wines on the lees well refined. A 
Feak is nothing elfe but the choiceft dainties of a market, 
and in the chiefeft feaft you cannot exceed the chiefeft 
things to be eaten, and the. choiceft things to be 
drunk. Here is Fat and Marrow, and here are Wines well re- 
fined, in a word, here is the beft ofall provifion. In Z/a 26.2. 
There is mention of a Vineyard of red wine , Wine for the {weet- 
nels of it, ved wine for the choicenefs of it, (it fignities a gene- 
-rousand a fparkling wine) and a Vineyard of this for the fulnels 
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and largenefs ofit. Anda Marriage Fea/?, Mat.22. nota fue 


_ heral feat. What fhall I fay more?in Pial.16.6, their provifion © 


iscalled Plesfant places, and a goodly heritage. The lines are 
ellen unto me in pleafant places, yea, I have a goodly heritage, 
The lines (s.¢.) The poffeifions, are fallen unto me (by a bief- 
fed and good providence) in pleafant places, in amænts, or ju- 
cundts,\have a goodly heritage,/peciofam hereditatem a very fair 
eftate,And in Pfa,84.11.God thinks nothing too good for them, 
they thall have grace and glory, and if there be any thing elfe 
which is good, that’s theirs. Grace ts the beft thing on earth, 
and Glory is the higheft thing in heaven: both are theirs, and 
if there may be fuppofed any other thing that is good, No good 
thing will he withhold from them: Thus for the point in general. 
Now forthe particular difcovery of it, thefe inquiries muft 
be refolved, ; ' 
u 3. OF what eftate and condition this is averred ? 
2. In what refpects the eftate of the people of God 
is beft? : 
3. Why fo ? . 
4. Then the ufeful Application of all this to our 
felves. 
Queft. 1. Of what eftate and condition this aflertion is aver- 
red? Of what eftace 


Sol.To omit many things there is a three-fold eftate of Gods ‘Bis is averreds 
people : 
1, Their Spiritual eftate. 

2. Their Glorious eftate. 

3. Their Temporal eftate. 

1. Their Spiritual eftate confilts of an holy Union with God Of their Spiri- 
in Chrift in which they are partakers,of the Divine Nature al ¢lta:ein 
and receive the firft fruits of the Spirit. All chofe eifential gra- 
ces which make them to exceed evil men as much as resfon doth 
make mento exceed the beafts that perifh. Takeall the wick- 
ed men in the world, they fall totally (hort of the weakeft godly Spiritual Gra- 
man in {pirituals, for either they are utterly without God(cheir “* 
minds being darkned, and hearts feared, and fenfes reprobated) 
or elfe thofe gifts and fpiritual abilities which they have, are no 
way comparable to thofe of the truly godly. The kxowledge 
of the Pharisees did but puff chem ; the knowledge of the Difci- 

ples 
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ples did humble and guide them. The faith of Simon Magus 


it differed inthe very formal nature of it, from the faith of Siz 
mon Peter; the one was raifed upon fight, and neceffary con- 
vidtion , but the other was raifed by, and founded upon Jefus 
Chrift. The repentance of Judas was far fhort of the repen- 
tance of Peter, Fudas’s repentance was but terror and defpair, 
but the other was converfion, and mixt with faith. 

None of them all have that really holy and new nature 
whereof every godly man ie a partaker, and therefore in Seri- 
pture, the work of them are called Swine, and Doggs, and 
wolves, and Lions, and the beftof them ate called Foxes and 
Serpents, yetare they all beafts: they have either a profeffed 
want of an holy nature, or elfe but the profeffion and thew of 


it:and the /xbftaxce which the godly have, muft needs be bet- 


Spirit. privi- 
leges. 


Spir, comforts. 


Of their glo- 
rious chate, 


ter then the kadow which the wicked have. And asthe people 
of God have the beft in fpiritual graces, not an bifterical faith 
onely, but a ja/ifying which is better : not troublesf confcience 
onely, but Godly forrow which is better: not defpair for fin, 
but recovery from fin, which is better : nota fhadow but the 
very quality of all faving graces which is belt of all : fo they 
have thebeltin /piritual priviledges, they are fons, they are 
beires, they have fuch liberties, and immunities which no evil 
man hath, no wicked man is fo freed from the law, nor from 
wrath, nor hath that liberty of accefs unto God, &c. 

Yea and the beft tn /piritwal comforts : all the comforts a- 
bout the foul in evil men, are but an active delufion of the De- 
vil, or paflive ftupidity of their own fpirits, Et tanto pejor 
guanto infenfibilicr : faith Saint eAnfin in Pf. 55.p. 375- 
Edit. Bafil. : 

But of this there is little or no queftion, fave that fome 
would of late make us believe that Reprobates and Elect, good 
men and bad, may go hand in hand for all forts of Graces, and 
to differ onely in the bufinefs of perfeverance, :'they forget that 
the Scriptures fpeak of hypocrites as well as of Apoftates. 

2. Their glorios eftate x beft : Of this there is no doubt by 
any Chriftian Spirit, their glorious eftste is better then their 
Spiritualefate on earth, and therefore much better then any 
temporal condition whatfoever. Inkeaventhey fhall need no 
temporals , and there all ther fpirituals are -~ 
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Cleereft knowledge, not dimme or in part, as here below. Pureft 
Jove, not mixt,as &c. Falleft union, not interrupted as here 
below. Higheft joy, not broken, as here below , whereas the 
wicked fhallin hell more perfect their fins, and more encreafe 
their damnation and mifery. 

So then God provides the beft of conditions for his people, 
if you {peak of the fpiritual, or of the heavenly condition , if 
Grace be the brighteft Star on earth, or Glory the faireft Sun in 
the firmament, then Gods people furpafs all in thefe re- 

{pects, 

3. Their Temporal effate confifts of the outward things of Of their tem- 
this life, wherein alfo the people of God have the beft: I do not poral eftate. 
fay they have the greateft, but they have the bet. When Fzcob 
and his family came down into Egypr they were feated inthe 
land of Ramefes,in the beft of the land, Gen.47.11. and after- 
wards when they encreafed unto hundreds of thoufands, they 
were planted in (anaan the choiceft foil inthe world, a land 
flowing with milk and honey and wherein they were fed with the 
kidneys of wheat, or with the tops or finelt of wheat. 

Obj. Thefe inttances are peculiar. 

Sol, Pal. 37.16. Better isthe little of the righteous, then the 
plenteous Manors or riches of any wicked: 1 know that this 
part will feem a very Paradox unto you, and therefore I will 
defcend unto the fecond enquiry which being refolved will yie'd 
light unto it. 

Lueft. 2. Inwhat refpect the condition of Gods ‘people Pr whepeelll 
temporal is belt a 

For the underftanding of it premife thefe particulars . for t mporals is 

1. If you judge of Beft by Moft of the fame kind, itis rot brit. 
affirmed by way of individual comparifon that the temporal Not bekt be- 
eftate of a godly man is belt. - Dives had more then Lazarus,“ mott. 
andthe rich Fool, then the poor Difcip/es : but quantity is no 
argument or touch-ftone for excellency: the jewel is lefs in 
pes then the free-ftone , and yet much more excellent and 

etter. 

2. If you judge of the beftnefs of condition by /ex/e and Not beft to 
the effimation of worldly men, who can in earthly things fee lenets ane ioi 
nothing but the earthlinefs of them ; itis likewife granted that Encl, = 
thofe sniqui eftimatores , blind arbitrators do caft and reject the men, 
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temporal condition of good men, as we do gold becaufe it is too 
ght and wants bulk and weight 

A Temporal condition whereina man may get as much ag 
ever he can, (though de mods & de medio allbe challengeable) 
this feems beftin the dazled eye, and falfe fcale of a worldly 
judgment, 

No: bein an 3. If you judge of abeknefs in an abfolate comparifon to alt 
sbloluiecom- other things what{cever, fo the temporal condition of Gods 
parifon coall people (even in their own judgments ) ts not beft, they do prize 
other T Gods favour, and Chrift, and Grace, and Glory better. 
c ‘thou But ina coordinate comparifon, in a comparifon of things in 
= the fame order ż.e. compare the temporal eftate of the people 
Bat for quality Of God, with the temporal eftate of wicked men : for the quali- 
they have che Cies, the people of God haveever the beft. And that I fhall 
beft. make evident by many inftance;. 
s nS Their paters come out of the fweeteft Spring, and their 
come out of the {tates come out of the befthand , the droppings of a Spring, 
Fweerelt Spring, are {weeter then the flowings of the Sea, The gleaning of the 
grapes of Ephraim, ts it not better then the Vintage of edbiexer? 
faid Gideon, Judg.8.2. 

The eftate of evil men (look on it at the beft) is but the fruit 
of acommon providence: but the eftateof the godly, is the 
gift of f{pecial love and favour, aneftate and a loving pardon- 
ing Godtoo. Itcomes froma reconciled God, as well as from 

„a bountiful God, from a Father as well as from a Creator. Now 
any eftate coming from a God reconciled unto usis beft; The 
loving kindaefs of God doth raife the eftate above all, it raifeth 
it above life, which is the beft of all temporaleftates, P/ 63.3. 
When Abafuerus was difpleafed with Hamax, all his honours 
and wealth were bitter unto him. A fmall thing given by a 
King out of a gracious affection, preponderates the largeft con- 
dition which lies under his wrath. 

‘Theis cempé- 2. Their temporal eftate be it never fo little, is more fanttified 
ral condition is and bleffed ; and therefore it is bef. When God communed 
Mika with Abraham for the beft of good things, he doth not fay in 
so" giving, I will give unto thee, but i bleffing, I will blefs thee: 
and thou falt be ableffing. Aneftate unbleft, is like meat that 
is raw, of which the more a mandotheat,the more he doth 
endanger his life: orlike the corn in the ear, which if pen 
: ee A wal- 
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fwallows, it may choke him. Sodom feemed more pleafant 
and rich , but fire and brimfton rained on it , fo &c. 
Our fins have fowen a curfe and a fnare through all outward 
things, and there they flick untill a divine benediction doth 
weed them out and winnow them asitwere: A wicked man 
though he hath a fuller table, yetitis a fnare ; and though he 
fills his mouth, yet the wrath of God may go in with the meac , 
he hath the curfe and the vexationof the creatures, with the 
pofleffion of the creatures. But the eftate of the righteous, 
It may be faid of it what Zfaac faid of facobs garment, It is 
likea field which the Lord bath bleffed. They have the inheri- 
tance and the blefling too. He blefeth the habitation of the 
juft, Prov.3.33. Efan hadan efate fair enough left unto him, 
but 7accb had a lefs eftate, yet a better, becaufe he had the blef- 
fing withit, One draught of cleer water is better thena Sea of 
brackifh and falt water, 

3. That eftateis beft which isbcff ufed. If amanhath not Their efate is 
a heart to ufe the eftate, but keeps it onely asa prifoner ( peca- b: ft uled.. 
niam {am dicunt quam velut alienam domi claufam follicito 
labore cuftodiant) orif he doth ufe it but then in a finful way 
(bona appellant ex quibus nullus illis ( nifi ad res malas) n/us *Cypr.Ep. 2. 
eft. *) which is a furtherance not a hinderance to good , wicked p.7. 
men have golden fetters. He falls infinitely fhort of him,who 
though he hath a leffer eftate for the abundance, yet hath a bet- 
ter eftate for the ufe and improvement. 

Now evil men for the moft part either have ro heart at all to Nita. 
ufe their eftate, they onely are the Jaylors of mercies , and in- 
clofures of bleffings, jultastheboweis of the earth are filled 
with rich Mines, and yet are not rich. 

Or elfe they do {pend their eftates upon their luis, in drun- Dives! 
kennefs, luxurioufnefs, and all other beaftly voluptuoufnefs, for 4mplior fum- 
which finful abufes they fhall be judged another day. Their ™4 dignita e 


bonore, Major 
eftares are but hinderances to obedience, and fuccherances to sisin on 
fin yay 


penarum. Cypr. 
But godly men have an heart given them from God to ufelo:.cic. 


their eftates, (for their own neceftity, for the help of others, 
and for his glory). They have mercies,and tafte of them TART 
they have goods, and do good with them, and Chit wilianponits.. 
take notice thereof in the day of judgment, that they fed and 

K 2 clothed 
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clothed him and gave hima cup of cold water. I think thata 

ficcle meat, and a good ftomack, and'a plain houfe, with a good 

eye,and a hard bed with a found body, is much better then a 

feaft where a manhath no ftomack at allto eat ; then a gawdy. 
room where a man hath not aneyeto fee; then a down-bed, 
whereon a mans pain will not fuffer him to lie. That eftate 
which a man can ufe and beft ufe is the beft eftate. 


4. That eftate is beft in which a man hath moft peace and com- 


more peace and fort. If aman hath abundance of wealth, and abundance of 


comfort. 


In Pfal. 36. 
(alias) 37. 
p.195. Edit, 


Bafil. 


of Vexation: Jf he hath a float of dignities anda flood of 
fears, the unquietnefs of his mind will. quite alter the good- 
nefsof his eftate; there can be no happinefs where there is no 
quietnefs. Better ts a little withthe fear of the Lord, then 
great treafure and trouble therewith, Prov.15.16, Better is a 
dinner of herbs where love is , then a ftalled ox and hatred 
therewith, verf.17. We may fay of all outward things. 
without peace,what Solomon faith of a brawling woman, they 
are a continual dropping. Now take any wicked man inthe 
world with the faireft eftate, there is not chat peace under it 
er with it as with che eftate which a godly man enjoyes. 


There are two kinds of peace which are precious and confer. 
much to our comfort on earth ; 


One isthe peace of con{ciexce , 

Another isthe peace of contentment. 

«. Awicked man in the fullet of his temporal eftate, enjoyes . 
neither upon right and found grounds, 

He enjoyes no pesee in con{cience, Sufpirat in convivio, vi- 
gilat in pluma, faid Cyprian in Ep.2. Still hecarries his own 
torment with him faid S. Aujiia, Bene efe cum malo non poteft, 
fibi ipfi tormentum eSt. Ipfe esimest penafua quem torquet 
confcientia Jua ; fugit ab inimico qus potuerit, a fe quo fugiet; 
quisquis malus est, male (ecam eSt. tis ever evil with an evil 
man. And then what isallthe world to a man,a galled con- 
ference is like a fick ftomack which cannot abide the fight of 
meat; all chat thou haf, chou wile rather defire thou-never 
hadft, then to look on ithem with an accufing and troubling 
confcience.. Thou haf got them, but not by right; thou 
haft :poffeffed but not rightly ufed them, and unjuft gettings, 
and finful employings prove thy greater torments, Theevil 
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man hath maltstudinem opum G& mancipiorum,&c. but the righ- Auguf.loc. cic® 
teous perfon though he hath but a dith of green herbs, yet with P191. 

it hath a good confcience which is as a continual feat. \What- 

foever he hath, he hath peace withit. S. e4uffis upon thofe 

words of David, Plal.37. Delettabitur in multitudine pacis, 
elegantly {peaksit thus, Arum tuum pax ,prediatua pax, vita 

tua pax, Dens tuus pax. Thy gold fhall be peace, thy filver 

peace, thy poffeffions peace, thy life peace, thy God peace. 

The evil man hath chornesin his eftate, and thornes in his con- 

{cience, He Wwalketh upon thornes, faith Solomon; but the path Of Proy.22,; 
the godly is plain, the eltate of the godly is good,and their peace 

is furpafling. 

Nor doth he enjoy the peace of Contentment: Godlinefs with 
contentment ts grear gain, fo the Apoftie. Godlinefs alone is 
gain (avery good portion) and contentment alone is gain, 
but Godlinefs with contentment is great gain. No condition 
is any thing if aman be not contented. What is an husband 
if the wife like him not, or a child if one delight notin him, or 
any mercy ifa man picksa quarre! with it? If wefay, Ihave 
no pleafure init, it isa very vexationtous, Now an evil heare 
is like that evil fpirit *cwixt Saul and the people, it doth - 
breed a difquieted reftleffenefs, and a perpetual diflike of a mans 
condition. 

There is not only an excefs of diftaftefulnels, me predo vafet, iar ie asd 
or ne perculjor infeftet or netnimica cujufque bcupletionts invi- Don, 
dia calumniofis litibus inguictet, as S. Cyprian (peaks, but alfo 
an excefs of diftaftfulnefs, like a Bee whipping from this howe: 
tothat; orlikea waverunning onthe fhore, and then hurling 
back into the feaagain: aman knows not where to fettle, or 
what he hath, or what he wants. But the good man hath a 
good eftate, anda contented heart, as E/i faid of the Word 
of God, Good is the Word of the Lord, that he faith of his con- 
dition, Good is the portion of the Lord ; this I like, and that is 
fir ,andall is well. No eftate like chat wherein a man can enjoy 
God and himfelf, and the eltate all together.. 

5. That eftate which is more ftable and enduring is the bef. Their iere fs 
We do not efteem of Tenure by life as we do of Free-hold, for more Sisb's. 
life isa moft uncertainthing That whichis little for the fight, 
may yet be much more for the future then a large bulk for the 
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prefent : Ten poundsa year for ever is better then an hundred in 
hand. Thou fheweft me the large bulk and bodie in honours 
or riches, or friends and revenues that wicked men have , and 
perhaps fretteft at thine own infelicity and fimplicity of getting. 
but, faith David, The little which a righteous man hath, t better 
then the riches of many wicked, Pfal.37.11. He doth not fim- 
ply fay, Theeftate, but the rich eftate, the riches, not of one, or 
a few, but of many wicked.. And why better ? he gives the 
reafon in ver.17. For the arms of the wicked foall be broken, A 
weak arm is far better then a broken arm, all the ftrength, and 
power, and wealth (which are the only arms of the wicked to 
fupport them) they fhall be broken. 

Suppofe a Merchant had an hundred thoufand peund ina 
fhip which were even now ready to fink intothe midft of the 
fea, and another man had forty pound ia good land, which of 
thefe two had the beft eftate ? the leffer now is the beft becaufe, 
extra cafum © periculum. 

The temporal eftate of wicked men is feldome long lived): it 
is full of fo many difeafes, either of pride or oppreffion, or co- 
vetoufnefs, or fraud, or luxury, iteannot hold out, and theres 
fore their pompous eftates are compared to things of an abrupt 
exiftence. To the (haf, which a puff of wind difperfeh. -To 
the Grafs, which the face of the Sun quickly withers. To the 
teps of Corn, which are foon cut off, Fob 24:24. To the unripe 


‘Grape, Job 15.33. He fall fake off his unripe grape as the Vine, 


andjball caft off bis flower as the Olive. A little {haking difperfeth 
hiseftate, asa littlenoife doth a flight of birds. Nay, to a 
Dream and night Vifien, Job 20.8. A dream is buta fancy of 
a thing, and a quick fancy, built and undone (like a bubble) with 
a breath ina few moments. But the temporal eltate of the righ- 
teous is more permanent. The wicked faith, That bes houfe 
foal abide for ever: He faith fo; God faith otherwife, That it 
fhall becaft down; but God faith, That the righteous foall pof- 
fefe, or, inherit the earth, Pfal.37.22. and their hou[e fhal be 
built up. Not that thereis not a mutability in the Temporal 
eftate of a good man, but chat there is that undertaking for it, 
and promife of upholdment for ic, which is not for another 
mans. 

6. Laftly, Not to over-work this point , Do bat confider what 
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loffes an evil man [uftains with the greatne/s of his temporal eftate Conkder the 
and then you will cenfefs chat the temporal eftate of a good !oMesan evil 
man is far better. a pein 

: : th the grest- 

If you would make a valuable eftimate and juft account how nefs of his tem- 
great amanseftace is, you muft not only look what lands or poral eftsce. 
wares he hath, but withal you muft deduct all debts and all lof- 
fes. If he owes more then he is worth, his eftate then is reck- 
oned to be worfe then nothing , and if that which he lofeth 
farr exceedes what he poffeffeth. if he gets a penny and lofech 
a pound, or gets one pound and lofeth athonfand; alas, he is 
a poor fellow! Iapplychis,if you deduct the debts and the 
loffes from a wicked mans eftate, you fhall find him poorer then 
fob upon the dunghil. He owes more then foul or body,or eftate 
can ever pay or ranfome. 

S. Auftin upon thofe words of David, in P/al.37. (Theun. Page 196. 
godly borroweth and payeth not again ) expreffeth himfelf 
much to our purpofe. Quanta accepit peccator pro quibss non 
foluit ? How many things, faich he,hath the finner borrowed for 
which he hath not paid? Accepit ut fit homo, Accepit corporis for- 
mam. Accepit incorpore diftinttionem fenfnum ad videndam och- 
los ad audiendum anres ad oderandumNares,ad guftandum pala- 
tum, adcentrettandum manus, ad ambulandum pedes, [alutem. 
que ipfam corporis, Accepit etiam amplius Mentem que poffit 
intelligere, que p: ffit capere veritatem, que pofsit juflum ab in- 
jøfto difcernere, qua pofsit indagare, defiderare, creatorem lan- l 
dare c& inherere illi. 

To all which receipts of body and mind, I add, Accepit infu- 
per amplim, divitias , dignitates, &c. he hath received alfo 
wealth, &c. Sed non bene vivendo reddit : Non reddit ea å gua 
accepit gratias agenda: Hedoth not pay the fruit of all thefe 
either byan holy lifeor by true thankfulnefs. Jmo rependit 
mala pro bonis, bla[phemias, murmur, adverfus Deum indigna- 
tionem. He requites ill unto God (and fo increafeth his 
debts) by his blafphemies, by his murmuzings, by his frettings 
againtt God, 

And as he owes more then he can pay , fo he hath loft more 
then ever he wil or canbe worth ; yea, though he had all the 
wold, Quis graviore damno patitur qai amittit pecuniam, 

an 
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Auguft.loc. cit. an qui amittit fidem? Whohath the greater lofs (faith S. As- 
p.192 fiin) he who hath loft his ‘Money, or he who hath tofthis 

Faith? 

So fay I, Thelofs of money (nay let me turnthat word)'the 
gain of money is not fo great as the loffe of the foul, But an 
evil man to gain the world doth lofe his foul, fora mefs of pot- 
tage he fells his birth-right. 

It is otherwife with a good man and his temporaleftate, he 
brings in the rent of his mercies, Thankfulnefs and a good Life. 
and doth only ufe his bleflings, and fo he faves his fouland pre- 
ferves his bleflings too, Indeed his lands are charged witha 
quit-rent of Thankfulneffe, and a perpetual Homage of Knights 
fervice. à | 

Thus have you briefly the confirmation of the Affertion, 
That God doth provide the beft of conditions for his people. 
Now to the laft enquiry : 


Why dethGod Queft. 3. Why doth God provide the beft for his peo- 
provide the beft pje 5 


for his pecple? © S47, I anfwer briefly, 


He lovesthem 1 He loves them beft, and therefore provides for them beft : 
belt. Special love is ever a fpring of fpecial bleflings. He loved the 
people of Ifrael above all people, and therefore gave them a pof- 
feffion above all lands, Deut.7.7. 
His Covenant 2. His Covenant ts with his people, both for Spirituals and 
is with his peo- Temporals. Now the Covenant contains the choiceft and chief- 
ple. eftbleffings. 
Chrift bath 3. Chrif bath purchafed for them the belt of al things. All 
purchaled for things areyours (faith the Apoftle) whether Paul, or Apollo, 
them the beft of or Cephas, or the World, or life, or death, or things prefent , or 
allthings. — shings to come, all are yours, and ‘ye are Chrifts, and Chrift is 
: Gods. Why amongft theall (which he faith) are yours, doth 
p he mention the world, and not reft in the fpiritual priviledges 
and advantages? becaufeif there be any thing in all the world 
that may be better for themthenother , they fhall have ic. 
Chrift hath procured for themnot only the higheft merciesin 
heaven, but alfo the {weeteft mercies on earth. 


Vie I comenow to theA pplication ofall this unto our felves. Doth 
For Informa» God provide the belt of conditions for his people? thence may 
tiom, we be informed of many things, 


1. That 
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1, That the condition of the godly is much better then the men The condition 
of this world do judge it. Godlinefs is no parched Wilder- cf ‘he godly is 
nels, no barren Heath, nor like the Mountains of Gilboa : ree oe 
hath the Greenef? Paffures, and the Srilleft waters. of the cor 

In Scripture, the paths of Piety are the fteps of Profperity. judg ir. 
Worldly men account a man, taking a courfe to fink his tempo- 
ral eftate, his fortunes as we call them and hopes, if once he re- 
treats from the broad way of Licentioufnefs into the narrow 
way Ofholinefs. But ofthisIam fure thatthe great and wife 
God, who only hath power to blefs, and beft chalks the wayes 
and methods of bettering our eftates , I fay he hath expreffely 
fet down , The prefence of holinefs and practice of holy 
obedience , as the onely beft way to obtain the only belt 
blefiings, 

Read at your leifure Dewt.28. from v.1. to v.14. How every Mofes’s opini- 
way bleffed is the way of holy obedience? Bleffings above,an, D.ut.28. 
and bleflings below, bleflings within, and bleflings without , 
bleffings on our felves, bleflings on all that belong unto us, all 
kinds of bleflings, neceffary bleflings, and delightful blef- 
fings, all degrees of bleflings, plenteous goods, a good 
treafure , and all furtherances in feafon. Perufe the 
place. 

David was of the fame opinion: That the man who was Davia’s opini- 
godly, who did decline the way of finaers, who did chufe and on. 
meditate, and delight in the law of the Lord. Why? he was 
likea Tree planted by the rivers of Water, hisleaf fhould not 
wither, and whatfoever he did fhould profper. See P/a/. 

1.2,3. Solomon doth declare the like in fundry places of the 
Proverbs. 

Objet, But now fome are apt to objet, Experience fhewes 
the contrary. Gods people have not the belt, nay the beft of gy Gads po: 
them have fometimes the worft outward conditions; why ? ple have a” 
they have not that honour, and dignity, and eftimation imtbse henour 
the world as other men have, they are ill fpoken of and Orting 
graced. } i 

Sol. Whetherthey bave as much honour asall other men 
have, T will not difpute, but fare I am, they have better honour 
then all wicked men wbatfoever, But fully to unedge this ob- 
jection, I anfwer, 

L 1, To 
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To hsve all 1. Zohaveall men to honour or refpet one, as it is impof- 
men to relpe® fle Jo it were difhonourable. What evil have I done (faid 
one ify1sim= one) that this man commends me? Some mens applaule are 
poflivie, fo dife ae app 
honourable, like fome beggars benedictions, not worth the having. There 
are two conditions which are woful; one is when ali men fpeak 
ill ofme , another is when all men fpeak well ofme. It is very 
prefumptuous that I have no goodnels,when every man is either 
my friend or elfe my enemy. í 
Tohavehonor 2. Tobhave honour from an evil man ts little or no honour : 
froman evil An evil tongue is reputed no Herald for our praife, and no dead 
—_E ho- fie for our difgrace. 
Godly den 3. Godly men have the juft and proper motives of honour and 
have the proper re/peél : Who ever is Virtuous is honourable, the Heathens 


motives a bo- {aw fo far. How much more is Holinefs a foundation of efteem 
nour and re- 


and regard? It is the fault of any if they do not countenance 
spect. and regard godly perfons: ctkeir excellency is hidden, and like- 
wife it is contrary to an evil way, evil men either feeit not,or: 
hate it, 
The godly 4. Yet the godly have honey frons the bef ; from Godi, 
a. ie _ from his fervants, yea, from the very wicked themfelves, 
Goddoth ho- God doth honour them with the moft excellent Names, with 
nourchem. the moft noble Relations, with the moft glorious Graces, with- 
the moft royal Priviledges and Titles. 
Good men who can judge aright do honour them above all the 
honour them. people in the world. They bonour them that fear the Lord : 
` they are to them as the precious Jewels, the ftrongeft Gates,the 
choiceft Pillars of the world. | 
The wicked Yea, the very wicked do honour them ; fecretly they confefs 
do bonor them. their excellencies, and either living or dying with all their fouls 
___ would exchange conditions with them. 
That which 5. Laftly, That which men count a difgrace isthe only excellen- 
Miferace ts the CY 0% earth, True holinefs and'a pious life, Itis as ifone 
only excellency fhould rail, at. a King for wearing hts Crown. Holinefs isthe 
Crown of crowns on earth.. I had rather enjoy holinefs with 
‘any eftate, then any eftate whatfoever without holinefs, Doft 
thouaccount him rich (faith S. Aw/in).whofe purfe is full of 


But Gods peo- Money, &c? Is not. he rich whofe heart is full of Inno- . 
pleare under cency? i 
aMi@ionsand Obje&, But how çan their etate be beft which is fo dri- 
Cugerings. . ee ee ee 


ver 
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ven by afflictions and fufferings. 

Sol. Tothis ] anfwer, 

1. Ifyou fpeak of Afflictions in common courfe of provi- Sufferings 
dence, evil men areas much afflicted as they, they areas capa- two fold. 
ble to lofe achild,a friend, a wife a husband a parent, an efate _ ' Naural. 
asany good people whatfoever. There is not a greater e ee 
bility for the things themfelves in one mans eftate then in ano- gedas they, 
tPers, and generally good men are more fecured that way then 
the bad. 

For befides the afflictions of providence, the great fins of evil 
men pluck down upon them the ftrokes of Vengeance, and they 
live not out halfcheir day es. 

2. The temporal eftate which they have with myftical afflifi-  ». Myfical. 

ens as they are the bidie of Chrift, is a far better efate then all 50 ‘heir tem- 
the temporal exemptions and fecurities of evil men, To luffer pee SE 
for Chrift, it is a glorious thing and happy. See 1 Pet.4 I4- is bener oma 
Yea, itis a more eligible thing then freedom and peace. Mofes the exemptions 
when he was come to years (not when he was a child and could ofevil men. 
not dive into things) refufed to be called the fon of Pharavhs Hti 24. 
daughter chufing rather tofuffer afflidtions with the peeple of God, 
ejteeming the reproach of Chrift greater riches then the treafures 
in Egypt. Of all men believers are higheft, and of all believers, 
True Marcyrs: The Paffive part of Chriftianity is the moft ho- 
nourable, asthe Paflive work ef Chrift was molt beneficial If 
thou fhouldft fuffer for a milion of years, it were nothing to 
that Eternity of Glory wh ch thou fhalt receive. To this pur- 
pole S. Auftin. 

3. Alltheir affictionsin any kind, though they may lop off 
the branches, yet they ftrengthen the root. Thecffare is not Their efare is 
cro fhed but mended, not impaired, but raifed Ey them. Jsthenocimpaired 
gold the worfe for being pirifed inthe furnace? or che wheat but railed by 
the worfe for being winnowed ? affli@ions. 

CUnaitn vite pref[uram non fentit , negra vide'ur fed nihil Aug.ih Pla. sz 
inde manat: MitriturinTorculart, calcatur, premitar, cece P37 Łedit Baf. 
in Torculari frattwsfa preffuraef. The Vineis mok fruitful, 
wee pes yield out their juice moft , when in che Wine- 
prefs. 

2. A fecond Information is this, That if God provides 
the bet eftate for his people, then they have miferably 

i L2 cheated 


He maketh metolie down 


They miferas cheated and deluded tkemfel ves who hive apoftatized from the 
bly delude no hares of Ged (in which they did formerly walk) and come over 
a ghee to the paths of wickednefS, imagining thereby to advance and 
Godanihis Better their temporal eltate , like Demas, who forfock the Ape- 
wayes,thinking Fles and embraced this prefent evil world. Ah foolith people 
cobeser them: and unwife! how much hak thou loft to get a little which muft 
feles, be quickly loft? Doft thou value innocency, or integrity of 
heart, peace of confcience, or thefavour of God and his blef- 
fing onthy condition at fo poora rate, fora little more in the 
vifible bulck 2 
Had not Gebzzs been better to have remained an honek fer- 
vant, then by /ying to have got a change of garments, anda 
change of conftitution, he was a leper to bts death? Were the 
Ifraelites ever better inthe publick etate of affairs, then when 
they were beft in the truth of the right Religion? Thou goeft 
into the warm Sun but from Gods bleiling. No man betters 
himfelf by becoming wicked: Nor can he, in the event, advance 
his eftate by corrupting his foul. What is the Stream tothe 
Fountain, or the Creature to God, ora whole world with his 
curfe? Were it not better to have enjoyed thy little and Gods 
love, then by a miferable exchange to dilinherit thy felf of the 
hopes of heaven, and of all the comfort on earth. 
3. Laftly, Be here Informed; That if God provides the beft 
All che wicked Of conditions for his people, rhen all rhe wicked bave bat a poor 
have but a poorcomdition of it. In Scripture their places are called /lippery pla- 
condition of it: ces, and the Leafe of their habitation is but fora moment. De- 
Job 15, 28,29./e/ate cities, and koufes not inkabited, Inftead of Green Paftures 
and Still waters, they are faid to feed on kusks, and to inhabit 
the parched Heaths and adry Land: What 1s there in all the 
Wine when the Spirits are Extracted, orin the Meat when che 
juice is fqueezed out ? 

Objet. O how men maguifie, how great, how rich, how full 
fuch aad fuch are, how the world feems to ftoop unto their fer- 
vice and ends, and they have what heart can defre. 

Sol, Butwe are much miftaken: Evif men have indeed as 
mach ascomesto nothing, and al ss nothing if ts be not acem- 
fort: Either they have no comfort and delight at all in what 
they have, or that delight which they have is the very bane of 
their foulsand eftates, They maketheir eftates to ferve _ 

Fe em ee ee ufts, 
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luts and then their fufts utterly confume their eltates ; with 
all chacthey have, they have alfo an angry God, a guilty con- 
fcience an unquiet fpiric, nothing bleffed, all carfed, poor in 
their plenty, miferable in their jollicies, defpifed in their ho- 
nors, abominable in their lives, horrible in their deaths, Others 
wafte their eftates, the grave rotts their bodies, and hell receives 
their fouls. If the finger of God appears againft them and 
writes their doom, like Be/fpazzar, their joints {mite one the 
other even inthe midft of all their caroufings. If confcience 
be ftirred and begins torage they vomit up all again, and like 
judas throw back the thirty pieces of filver. If croffes, fick- 
neffes, or death draw neer, they have no comfort or hope at 
all. Ah Brethren if youlove hopeindeath or comfort in life, 
or bleffing for ever away ,away,with all wickednefs, it is the way 
of your curfe, and ruine, and fhame, but not of your profperity, 

nor honour, nor fafety, nor delight. 

Since God doth provide the beft of conditions for his peo- U/e.2. 
ple, Low much are many of his people, (if yet they be fo) and Gris people 
Fow griat dcaufe have they tobe humbled andrepent for this, eT pac 
that they do not alwayes judge their conditions to be fo, Afaph ney i pa 
condemned himfelf for a very fool, and as a beaft for cenfuring judge their 
his eftate to be worfethen the wicked mans. Their firength is condition to be 
firm, they are not introzble, they are not plagued as other men, bef. 

v.5. Verily 1 have cleanfed my heart in vain, for all the day PU-7 3.23. 
long have I been plagued, and chaftenedevery morning, V.13,14. 
feremizh the Prophet alfo, and Davidin a fitare both in the 

fame tune of difcord. 

Ob. But we do not fo will fome reply, we know that we ferve 
the beft God, and do enjoy the beft good: ’Tis true for ampli- 
tude of eftate we fall fhort, but forcomfortablenefs and good- 
nefs of eftare we do exceed all evil men. 

Sol, Well! the voice is Jacobs , but come neer, let’s feel Evidences of 
whether you have on the rough garment upon this fmoorh Tisiusging cut 
den. condicion. 

1. Envying and fretting at the conditsen of ethers undeni- Envying and 
ably argues a misjudging of our own condition as beft. If fretting st che 
mine be the Wildernefs, and his the Paradife. if mine be the Condition ot 
Prifon, and his the Palace: Why isit,O Chriftian! that Afor. %75 
decaits honour is like to kik thee? would this be,if thou hadh 

not 
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not Hamans Spirit? Why tsirythat, like the Toad inthe Fable, 
which envied the greatnefs of the Ox, thou art ready to burt 
thy felf for being behind and not equal to others in eftimation, 
indignity, in credit, in wealth, ec. If the precedency of o- 

_thers,if Gods farther bleffings on others be (asthe (anaanites 
tothe Jfraelites) the thorns in thy fides, and pricks in thy 
eyes: if you cannot look on the eftate of others without trou- 
ble and indignation, affuredly you do noc really judge your 
owa condition to be beft for you. 

2. Conftant dejettions about thy temporal condition, argues 
re too cleerly chat chou art not fatisfied in this point,chat God 
ose temporal hath provided the beft. Whenany good for us is apprehended 
condition.  thiscaufeth hope, when itis poffeffed, this caufeth joy , It is 

onely evil that which we judge co be evilupon us, which cauf- 
eth grief. Thou art feldom without a fear in thy heart,a tear 
in thy eye, a figh in thy breft, this yields no comfort, and that 
is butacrofs: Thou ferveft Godin the abundance of all things 
with fuch a dull, heavy, aukard fpirit. Ifear,O thou forget- 
ful Chriftian ! I fear that thou judgeft of the beftnefs of a tem- 
poral eftate, as Tradefmen do of Chapmen, they are the beft 
who bid the moft thou doft judge of beftnefs not by quality but 
by quantity ; for in an ordinary eftate thou art uncheerfully fad, 
and in an enlarging eftate, thouart then onely alive, the addi- 
tion of the creature, not the benediction of God prevails 
with thee. ` 

3. Endlefs complainings and diflikes may convince thee that 
Endlcls com- thou art not convinced of the beftnefs of thy eftate : thou canft 
plainings: cick a quarrel with every mercy, and like a Lawyer find a flaw in 

every deed’, thy conditionis unto thee as thy Watch, ftill out~ 
of order, and like a book printed, that ftill hath Errata’s at the 
~end to becorrected: This istoo much, and that is too little ; 
one thing comes too foon, another too late. This is not plea- 
fant enough, and that is not handfom enough, and J know not. 
what is good enough. If it be thus with thee as with that odi- 
ous Atheift whoif he! had been prefent at the creation, would 
have directed God a little better ; fo if thou be able to correct 

Gods wifdom, and better to guide the hand of his goodnefs, ' 
thou art far, too far from acknowledging the portion which he 
hath caft upon thee to be belt, Thou takelt it ill as Jofeph diig 
Wier 
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when facob laid bis right band on Ephraim and his left on 

- Manaffes,&c. 

4. Prefent burthens we never judge to be the bef? conditions. Dulen: bot- 
For goodnefs is not burthenfom, and no wife man is weary ofd:ns we judge 
what he believes to be convenient for him. Ah! why isitno:to be the 
(man) that Geds mercies feem very burdens to thee 1 thou art beht conditions 
fick of many a mercy which God hath givento thee ; weary of - 
this child, and anon wouldft be rid of that; weary of husband, 
weary of Parents, weary of friends, weary of this Trade , 
weary of that, yea fometime thou curfeft thy bleflings, thou 
likeftevery mercy but what thou haft : doeft thou well thus to 
co? s 

5. Laftly, If thou believeft that God hath provided the beft Wedo not qui- 

for thee, why doest thou not quietly fit down? If thy paftures et y fit down. 
be green, why doeft thou not lie down inthem? if thy waters 
be ftill, why doeft thou not drinkof them alone. But art rea- 
dy to break over into the Defarts and to fuck at ftollen waters. 
I mean to exceed all lawful bounds and to put forth thy hands 
tounlawful courfes, Doeft thou believe chat God hath provi- 
ded the bet for thee, when thou imagineft that unworthy fin- 
nings againit God will better thy eftate ; to flip into the way 
of curfe, co fteal one handful of profit. Brethren, thefe Ar- 
ticles fhew unto us all, how infinitely fhort we are in acknow- 
ledging of the goodnefs and wifdom of Gods providence to- 
wards us: that though he doth provide fufficiency for us and 
conveniency for us, yet we do not judge it to be fo. 

Ob. Yea but for all that, will fomereply , There befome;, tere a 

. : z a n me 
croffes, and fome inconveniencies in our prefent conditions and fme inconyen 
we cannot but fee them, andfeel chem too, therefore blame niencesin oue 
us not if we do not alwaies judge our eftates to be belt, wheaprefent coneis 
as alwayes they are not fo. pom 

Sol. To this fond Objection, I anfwer, 

1. Itis but thy ignorant fimplicity to expe any. temporal wae 
condition inthis l fe, withost forse txconveniences or oher. We ann — 
may fancy fuch a condition in our eftates, as fomedo a Church oe 
onearth, without fin, fo a condition without fome croffes; in every tem- 
but all conditions may anfwer concerning it,as the creatures in poral condition 
job 28.14.15. did about wifdom, The deprh faith, it is not in 
mie, and the fea Jaith, it is not wtih me; who ever faw the cleer- 
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eft day without fome clouds? or heard the fweeteft mufick. 
which needed not to have the ftrings prefently tuned again > 
Which arifech There are four things which of neceffity contra&t fome particue 
lar inconveniences in the beft of temporal eftates, v. £. 
Fromthe nau- 1. Oneis the natural defetiivene/s of the creature. Do you 


‘tal defective- i think to dig pure gold out ‘of the mine, or to bring pure wheat 


eee out of the field,or to find white fugar inthe cane. The creature 
-cannot {pring up any entire excellency, but it felf being buta 
borrowed being , a weak being, a mixt being , neceffarily it 
can yield but a weak, but a broken, but a mixt delight, and fe- 

— mi-fatisfaction. 
The vafinefsof 2. Another is the vaftne/s of the mind of man, which out- 
themind of goes the creature infinitely. ‘The flow creaturé cannot keep 
-ain pace with the {wift mind of man, or that empty fhadow fatis- 
~~ fie that great fubftance. You may as‘foon comprehend the 
-heavens in your hands, as totally fatisfie the foul of man by the 
creatures.. Two things areimpoilible, 1.to fill the extenfive 
capacitities and reaches of the foul, with thefe earthly fhadows. 
2. To form the operations of. the creatures juft to our fancies 
and imaginations, that the creatures fhall juft think, {peak , 
act, fall in, how, when, how much and not otherwife then we 


pegs e 


r would in our fancies have them: 


3. A third isthe over-ruling difpofition of God, who in every 
a dilpo ct eftate fets the evil againft the good, and tempers our fweeteft 
of God,  `cup with fome bitternefs, and our beft wine with fome fharp- 
nefs, as you fee the moft fertile ground, with much corn, to 
bring forth many weeds; fo God will have it, that even our 
neereft comforts fhould have fomething of the crofs inthem, 
~~" The great and wife God, as he doth temper the bittereft afi- 
@ions of his people with fome comforts, fo he doth allay the 

fweeteft comforts of his people with fome bitternefs. 
6 4. A fourth is cur ows finfulnefs whieh doth fowr all our 
ele iie mercies, and ever andanon makes them tafte like croffes : our 
own pride, folly, difcontent, turnes even our mercies into 

croffes. 

This mixture. 27,EU then fecondly, this mixtu-e in our temporal condition 
in ourtemoo. I5 ef. The Phyfitians do hold that if the Elements did re- 
ral condition is Main pure in our bodies, there could be no fubfiftence of us, 
bet, . --- but they muft be mingled, and qualified, and tempered, “are 
"a that 
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that temperature of contrarieties is our life beft preferved. Sup- 
fe you had nothing bue fair weather all che year, chart the 
Sun fhould ftill fhine bright, Alas would ye fay, all would be 
burntup. This would be like the day of judgment all ona 
fire. And fuppofe you had nothing but rain all the year , 
why this wereas bad, th:s, like the deluge of Neah, all would be 
drowned. You fee then that avariety of weather is beft for 
the earth, and fo is a variety in our conditions beft for us. To 
fee our comforts to be fet out, and drawnin , to help, and-then 
to fail; Sometimes to prove much contentment, and anon 
to beat aftand, and to produce no delight. I fay this conve- nran 
nient inconveniency, this delightful undelightfulnefs, this pleaf- 
ing crofling, isa condition beft for us. ‘If our conditions did 
yield us no comfort at all, we would ‘certainly loath them, and 
if they did yield us no croffes, we fhould certainly dote on 
them. If they were all forrow unto us, we fhould grow wea- 
ry of life; andif they were all pleafure unto us, we fhould 
grow forpetful of heaven. We would fuppofethact Adam were ` 
got again into Paradife, from which by too muchearthly de- 
lights we fhould prefently fall. The wifeGod hath feared two 
thingsin allour temporals to correct our inordinate affection 
tothem, one is a mutability for being, a fading flower, a turn- 
ing tyde, a running glafs, they are but-a blaft'anda vapour. A- 
‘nother is a -mutability in their srorking ; they are Itke-a fnake 
which hath the fmootheft skin, and yet thedeadhieft fting: fo 
our outward delights may fet againft us and be our bittereft 
-crofles. And yet manytimes thecroflingsinthe creatures, ate 
our beft fafeguards againft the delights and pteafures in them. 
The pleafures of them might have been our, fea to drown us, 
had not the croflings of them been our plank to faveus. The 
croffes wh'ch we do fomerimes meet within our temporal con- 
ditions, either make us good, or Keepus fafe. The Mariner ts 
beholding to the tempeftuous weather, that he hath put into a 
fafe harbor, Itisadangerousthingto enjoy a condition on y} 
earth onely of fenfual delight. Iftedfaftly affirm it, That esr L 
eftates will be onr curfes, if fometimes they be not our rofes. 
Heaven onely is the placewhereall is pleafure, and hell onely is 
the place where allis mifery , but this lifeisa vale for rears, as 


wellasan fill for pleafures. 
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Ufe3. Since Ged doth provide the beft of conditions for his people, 
Be per(wadedto Jet his people henceforward be perfwaded accordingly to judge 
judge of our aud effeem of their conditions as beft, 


ll as. Two things I will here propound, . 


- 43 Motives to elteem our conditions belt. 

2 Means.to enable usfo to judge of them. 
Motiv:stoit.. The Motivesare 
a tare ca You have all the caufe that may be fo to efteem and . 
(oto judge. judge, whether you look on your temporal conditioas. 

—< k In tke caufes of them, Why-! they come from the high: ft 
agrad love, and choiceft wifdom of God., doth not God love you : 
cals inthe above all che people of the world, and doth not his wifdom 
caules of them. difcern all differencesand comparifons ? if hislove be for you 

and his wifdom.for you, furely he then doth and will provide - 
the beft for you, 
In thefsicsbles Laethe [{uitablenefs of them, whether to your, - 
nifsof them, 1.E.cigences,orto 2 your/ervices,take the whole latitude & . 
To our ezi- etate of your Spirits, ‘and of your wants, your conditions can- 
pa.. not be better for you then now they are:you fee perhaps that in - 
one or another particular, things might-be better, yea but confi- 
der, an eftate to anfwer all your perfonal exigences in the gene- 
ral now the prefent is beft for you. . 
Re ea And alfo confider what fpecial fervices God-expects from © 
o> you,and what ends he hath in his providence towards you; now 
the prefenc eitateis beft ferviceable to thofeends. Inthe o- - 
ther condition that you think beft, youfeethe goodnefs, but - 
do not fee the ilnefs, the ingredients with it, cares, fears troubles, 
anddangers. Youcannot tell whither your hearts would be - 
carried, how they might give out themfelves, how far they 
might venture, were your temporal condition otherwife. There - 
is more water in the fea,ai, but there’s more tofling ; the moun- 
tainis higher,-ai, but.it is colder, - i 
Tau willbe 2'y.You will be more united and enlarged in the fervice of God 
more inlarged by judging your temporal conditions to be bet. When you 
in the (erviceofare praying, you will pray, when you are hearing, you will- 
Ged... hear , and when you are reading, you will read, and wher- 
you are meditating, you will meditate , you will in all holy fer- 
. vices, Hoe agere, mind, intend the work, in ferving of God. 
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you will ferve him Whereasif you misjudge your temporal c- 
ftates, as evils, as meer croffes, as needy and defective fupplies, 

you will either have dead hearts or diftrated hearts in the fer- _— 
viceof God. When you fhould be ftriving with God to mend 
your hearts, thenwill your minds be contriving howyoumay 
mend your eftates ; when you fhould be earneftly feeking for 
mercy, then will you be vexingly thinking how to be rid of your 
trouble; and whiles your eyes are reading the good word of 
God, your thoughts are rifing up agairft the good providence 

of God towards you. 

3'y. You willhereby be enabledto pay in your rent for You will bethe 
your temporal mercies. Our chief rent for our mercies, is TOF thankful, 
thankfulzefs. 

Confider (O man) though thou haft but an bard bed, yet 
thoucanft (leep foundly onit, (fo cannot many who lie in beds 
of doun) and this isa great mercy : Again, though thou hatt 
but a /ittle meat, yetthou hafta good flomach toeat and digett 
it, and this is more then if thou hadft ail the delicacies of a 
feat. Again, though thou haft but a poor wife, yet fhe 
loves thee intirely and is careful every way forthy good , and 
this is more then if chou hadh the fineft, braveft, idleft, grace- 
lefs gallant inthe City. O when a man comes and confiders of 
h's condition, and looks on this mercy , and then on that, and 
then on another, and puts the cafe to himfelf, which of a!l thle 
have I deferved > None. Which of allcthefe could I want? — 
Notone. Thisisan help to my foul, andthatto my body, 
and another to my family : That we fee our many mercies, like 
many bees , every one of them bringing honey to the hive : 

Now the heart begins to be affected with Gods goodnefs , O 
Lord what is thy fervant that thou are thus mindfulofhim ? Z 
am lefsthenthe leaft of all thy mercies, thou haft dealt well with 
thy fervanr, the lines are fallen unto me in pleafanr places, yea, I 

- havea geodly heritage; I defire to blefs thee, the God of all 
this mercy , to love thee, the God of all this goodne’s ; to 
ferve thee, the God of all my condition, which is the beft con- 
dition for me. 

a. Itisthe only way to lead a comfortable life, a diflike and Iris the onely 
misjudging of our eftates caufeth two evil effets. Firft , it™3yto lesda 
driwns all cur mercies ; mercy is no mercy to him that likes _ “en 
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not. Secondly, It drowns all. our comforts , mercy. hath no. 
rafte to him: Manna though very {weet,(like wafers made with 
honey) yet it was defpifed by the //raelites as a courfe, ordina- 
ry, poor, dry fare, becaufe they out-grumbled every mercy, 
and every condition. What portion of delight or.comfore did. 
all che dignities,and all che riches of Haman. afford unto bim. 
being difcontented >? youfeein Mufick one jarring ftring f{poils. 
all. andinthe body, theache of one.tooth takes off the fenfe. 
and pleafure of all our health aad ftrengch, . So if a, man hath 
~———an illeye on any one mercy he poffeffeth, the vexation about 
~~ “that one , {wallows up all che joy in all chat belongs unto him. 
Butif you would live, and live comfortably , if you would 
talte the mercy of a mercy, the comfort and juice of your 
comforts; look on your own mercies.and conditions.as beft, for 
you. Then: thy wife: and thou will rejoice together, then thy 
heritage willbe apleafint heritage indeed; then thy children 
__ will bein chine eyes as Olive Plants (and notas nettles) round 
about thy cable : allthy relations will be fweet unto thee, I 
affure thee that if thy heart be chus raifed.and framed.to judge- 
of thy, temporal condition as, beft , this will be the iffue and: 
good of it. Thy, head will be more emptied of vain cares, - 
aad chy heart of vain fears, and thy mind of turbulent tempta- 
~ tions, and thy bret ef breaking difcontent. Thon, wilt look, 
~__on. God as. on one that, loves thee, thou wilt better relith his, 
_QOrdinances, perform thy duties, thou wilt be more fruitful in. 
~ thy-place, more upright in thy walking, and more cheerful all 
thy dayes, 
Means ena- Secondly, the Means, enabling of us thus, to judge. 
bling ustkusto =F fhallinot-ftand long on this for it will have.a more full hand-. 
> ling in the next affertion, briefly, thus, 
You mutbe _ Is You muft beable to fee more then your eftatesif you would 
able to fee fee your eltates co be- bet : Alas! if you can fee but the fhell 
morethen andthe rinde of your eftates, I confefs.you fee. but lictle, and 
your ¢ftstes. not enough to fatise and content : what is any creature 
which we. poffefs2 what:can itof it felf. confer or contribute; 
towards our comforts? one man hath much moreof it then 
thou, and yet hath no ufe of- it, or comfort in, it at all. 
If. thou couldft fee God in thy. condition, ia much love and 
P wifdom ordering the lines for thee. If thou coulda fee Gefa 
— wtih” <i 
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with thy condition looking on thy foul with much. reconciled 
favour in,Chrift , thou would!t prefer thy condition above the 
dignities of the greateft Monarch. When Diogenes was inhis 
Tub, Alexander the great came unto him and bade him defire 
fome fpecial thingof him. Why! (faid Diogenes) Stand afide 
andtet, me enjoy the light of the Sun., He preferred the light of 
the Sun, and his poor Cell, before alfthe favours of 4 King. If 
thou hadft but the light of the Sun, if che Lord make his candle 
tefbine uponthy head, as Job (peaks, chap.29.3. Ifthou couldit 
fee the light. of bis. countenance Upon thee, it would put mare jay 
and g ladnefs then all the increafing of corn and Wine can do toe- 
vilmen, P/al.4. 6,7. 

2. If you would judge of your conditions as the bek, 42 not: 
look. only. onthe defects, but moftly on the ufefulne/s of them. Donot look ® 
There are twotimes when we can think well ef mercies. One ay hi inane 
: . fe@s, bu: mof- 
is when we want them and greatly defirethem. Another isiy on the ufe- 
when we have loft them and greatly bewail them. And fulnefs of thim 
why in.chefe times do.we judg fo well of our cond)tions?becaufe 
now weconfider only the goodnefs and ufefulnefs of them, and 
not ther imperfeAtionsanddefectivenefs. Striveto fee that in 
the fruition of a.mercy, which thou canft fee in the abfence of ic, 
how comfortable a good, how ufeful a good, how fit.and necef- 
fary a.good for thee ? 

Tothisend befeech the Lord to open the eyes of thy mind, e- 
ven io thy: poffeffions , that thou maiftfee chat his goodnefs 
towards thee, in his mercies, what an exceeding furtherance 
they are unto thee inthe wayes of God, what remedies they are 
unto thee againft carking caresand many finifter temptations , 
what eafeful helps they are uato thee , either in thy general or 
particular calling, or both.. 

3. Strive to make thife natural defects which thou find in Strive to make 
thy condition, toy [piritøal helps,and thofe croffes which fall in, roty natural de- 
be thy (piritual medicines. Obfervett thou in any of thy outward a m p ; 
comforts that they are not fo fully and fo conftantly comfor- (pitisaal helps. 
table? thence raife up thy heart to the God of all comforts,and 1 
fay, O Lord, thisis buta creature, a weak ttream, a meer flow- 
er,areftrained foundation. Thou art good and wifeingiv: 4 
ing but feebler comforts in earthly things, that fo I might learn ) 
to fet my choicelt affections and defires on thee who art an ab- 
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folure goodnefs, and a moft complete happinefS. And fo for ` 
the croffes thou meeteft in thy temporal condition, ftruggle not 
fọ much about them, but reflect on thine own heart, what is in 
a icthere to be purged out by thofe croffes? Ulfually our pri- _ 
vate croffes in our conditions,are private medicines which God — 
ufeth to fhew unto us, and purge out of us that excefs of fecret ' 
pride, vanity, corrupt affections, &c..-and to keep our hearts ' 
more humble; watchful, careful, clofely to walk with him. This 
were an excellent way-to bring us to judge our conditions to be 
beft, when either the comforts of them make us more thankful, - 
and the croffes in them make us more heavenly. m i 
Abovealitrive 4. Above all must you firive for Faith, which will in every 
for Faith, „thing acquit the Wifdom of Gods providence, though for the 
- prefent youfee not that fpecial good and ufe of every one of 
your temporal mercies, yet Faith will conclude, That muft be 
--~-beft which comes from the wifeft God. And have patience a- 
while (carefully walking with God , aad doing good in your 
places) and you fhall find there is not any one particular mer- 
cy conferred on you by God, burit fhall have its operations 
for good unto you. If every affliction fhall work for good, 
much more fhail every mercy work for good unto them that 
lovethe Lord. S. Axftin was a very voluptuous and untoward 
child, and a great grief to his mother (Monica, who yet did 
fhed many tears,and put up many prayers for him,and at length 
God did convert him; and made him the chiefett of all the com- 
forts that ever fhe had. Many a woman hath a very evil and 
unkind husband, fo hath many a man avery evil and perverfe 
wife: perhaps either of them complain as if their conjunctions 
werethe moft.unhappy. -Neverthelefs, it falls out oft times that 
_ the good wife converts the ill husband, andthe good husband 
converts the evil wife, and then how exceedingly is the condi- 
tion blek? However, the good wife may perhaps blefs God 
that ever fhe matched with fuch an evil husband, or.e contra, the 
good husband that ever he matched with fuch' an evil wife. 
For it hath been the fingular means to make them both ta 
confider their wayes and hearts, andto reformand turn unto 
the Lord. 
Bego"God 5. Laftly, If you would judge your conditions to be bet, 
os Spi- beg of Ged for contested Spirits. Contentment it is that be 
4 l wic 
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which matcheth the mind andthe condition together , and 


makes our hearts to fal in evenly and {moorhly with our eftates, 


~ 


as one well ordered wheele doth with another in a rightlycom- 
pofed Watch. Every thing is a great mercy to an humble heart , 
and every thing is a good mercy to a contented heart, But I 
will not enlarge in this, becaufe} flaall tnfift more fully onitin 


the next Propofition. 


One Ufe more and then I have done with this point end it Yek 
Since Inftrudioa. 


Shall be for Inftruéion to the people and flock of God. 
their Shepherd doth provide Green Paffures and Still Waters 
for them, hence to learn thefe duties, viz. 


1.. Bhey fhould return the beft of fervices, becaule God gives Return the beft 


unto thim the beft of bleffings. Ordinary performances dono?’ iji fince 
ad gives the 


betot bic flings 


way an{wer extraordinary mercies. Ifwe did pick up our com- 
forts in the open Commons,it were an almes unto vs, that God 
would make any provifion ; but to fpread the choiceft table for 
us to bring out the richeft wine, to give us mercy in mercy and 
mercies with mercy,and the mercies of mercy, a temporal mer- 
cy and his {piritual favour, a temporal mercy and peace in con- 
fcience, atemporal mercy and gladnefs of heart, to fugar our 
wine, to dre{s our garden,not only to give bleflings but to blefs 
our bleflings. Should we be finfully barren under all his good- 
nefs? God forbid! Should any what, and how, of ferv ces 
ferve the turn, all the world would cry fhame onus: The beft 
of our fouls, withall our ftrength, with all our might, with all 
our heart, the beft of our bodies, the beft of our graces, the beft 
of our affections , the beft of lives only anfwer, beft anfwer for 
the belt of conditions. We fhould exceed others in fear, in 


love, in delight with God, in zeal for God; in our hearts, in 
our carriages, in our duties, in our converfations, who by God __ 


are made to exceed all otbers in our fpiritual , yea, and in 
our temporal conditiors. Shou'd'we think any thing in 
us, Ofus, aboutus, fromus, toogood for his glory, who 
thinks nothing in heaven or earth too good for our com- 


fort ? 


2. They fosuld return msh thanks, becaufe they receive they. hou'd rem 
belt of conditions of God. There are two ce-afions or groundsturn mot 


for choice thankfulnefs. One is where the kinda’ fes are free thanks whore- 
ceivethebeRa * 


Condhions. 


Ubdeferved favours fhould be like an heavy weight which in- 
js ftantly 
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They fhould 3. They fhould return moft love, There are two caufes of 
‘eal mcf much love fromus toGod. One is when much % forgiven: 


———~ giving, the choiceft bounty in giving. Thefe are the Cords of 


delight and folace our felves in a God fo good in himfelf, and 
fo good unto us? 

Od eft, ’Tis true, That temporal mercies are notin their own 
abfolute nature very high, nor yet ina comparifon with heaven- 
ly graces fo high and fo defirable. 

Sol. Yet you know that pro flatu Viatarvm, they are moft 
neceffary, and being fweetned with the Superzddiea of divine 
love and fpecial blefling, they are now even tokens from are- 
reconciled God, and may the more affect us with love to God, 
becaufe they {pring from his fpecial love to us. 

They thould of 4. They foonld of all people have the ftileft minds who drink 
ail people n ofthe filleft waters. Whatloever our condition is, ifit be but 
have the ftil- food and raiment, we ought to ‘be contented, for ‘every condi- 
let minds. tion isgood. If we ought to be quietly contented with any 
condition, furely we fhould be abundantly contented with the 

beft condition. 
— 5. If their condition be belt let them bê Chearful. Tt isa 
Chearful. reafonable and a very comly fight , That ‘a very good God 
fhould be ferved with a very glad heart. Though-a {wagge- 
— ring 


ss wu Y -W 
| Weyer. oan Green Paftures, RC. 89 


ring Jollity misbefeems any man, yet a prudent Alacrity befits 
every Chriftian. What caufe hait thou to fretand vex, orto 
pine away, and to walk with perpetual clouds in thy counte- 
nance who haft the beft expectations for the future,and the bett 
poffeffions for the prefent? Deut.28 47. Becaufe thou fer- 
wedft not the Lordthy God with joyfulne/s and gladxe{s of heart 
for the abundance of all things, Ver.48.T herefore fo alt thou ferve 
thine enemies Which the Lord fhall [end againft thee, in hunger, 
and inthirft, and in nakednefle, and in want of all things , 
Coe, 

Anunchearful Chriftian ufually is unthankful, and feeds more _ 
upon hiswants then his fruitions , his uncomfortable walking 
isthe fhame ofa good God, the grave ofall mercies, a ftum- 
bling-block to others, and ordinarily provokes fome fpecial 
crofs upon himfelf. Be it chat thy eftate is none of the larget, ~~ 
yet value fomewhat the prefence of God , and the blefling of 
God, Elkanah valued himfelf to be better then tex fons to hes 1 $am.i.8 
wife Hannah. Andis not Gods prefence and love able to an- 

{wer many, many athing?. is it not better then a Kingdom? 
No more but this, God gives unto thee thefe comferts that thou 
mighteft ferve him comfortably. 

6. Laftly, Be for ever faithful to that God, who is moft bonn- Be for ever 
tiful unta you. As he hath known you above all che people in faithful co that 
the world, fo do you ftedfaftly adhere unto him above all the paa Hi lo 
people in the world. God gives unto you the beft of conditiors, T ii 
then there can be no motive to draw you away from the paths 
ofrighteoufnefs: You can never better your felves ; you muk 
neceffarily change (if you do fo) for the worfe, More honour, 
and dignity, and riches, and fuch like advantages, they may be 
Arguments to D muffheses, to Judas, to Demas, who Gmply 
conceive a greater accefs of worldly {tate, by a greater exce sin 
finful ftates. But they are no Arguments to him, whofecon- 
dition is already the bet. Hecanget nothing either in fpiritu- 
als or in temporals by deferting of God. shat foal a msn give 
in exchange for his fowl, faid Chrift? Happy art thou (O 
Chriftian !) if thou knoweft thy happinefs, Thou haft the beft 
God, the beft Soul, the beft Earth . the bet Heaven. Refin 
thy condition: Thou haft reafun enowgh to trample under 
thy feet all temptations to revolt Thy efate already ts the beft. 

l N Having 
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Having finifhed the Sufficiency of the condition which God 
provided for David, and the conveniency or gooduefs of that 
condition, I now proceed to the third and laft particulars, 

The Wel-plea- Which contain the Well- pleafcdaefs of Davids heart with this his 
fednels of Da- condition wrought in him by the God of his mercies. He maketh 
vids heart with ye to fie down, Gre. and he leads me, Gc. There are divers 
his Condit(on. forts of Iving down : 

1. Inthe Bed: when I lie down (faid Job chap 7.ver.4.) I 
fay, When fhall I arife, and the night be gone? 

2. Inthe Grave: Thry foall lie down alike, and the worms 
frall cover them Job 21.26. Thisisa lying downin the Grave. 
Though men be unlike in the conditions of Life, yet they are all 
alike in the conclufions by death; they wear different Gar- 
ments among the living, but all puton the fame Mantle of cor. 
ruption in the pit. A 

3. Milerable: we lie down in our hame. So fer.5.25. No 
people can long walk in their Sins, but at laft they are wearied 
out, and forced to lie downin their Sorrows. We will flie 
out with our Sinnings , but then lie down we muft in our 
Shame. aa ; 

4. Judicial: Hu bones (faid Zophar of the wicked, 7cb 20. 
11.) are full of che fin of his youth, which fhail lie down with him 
an the dust. Thofe fins which we would not forfake being Liv- 
ving, they will not forfakė us when we are Dead, The guilt — 
attends usin Death , the pleafuré of ‘which we would not ré- 
nouncein Life. They will be our Inditements before the Judg- 
ment Seat, which wete our Seducements againft the Voice of 
the Mercy Seat. - i ; 

5. Comfortable: And this iseither the fweet rek and peace 
of confcieace (ofwhich perhaps David {peaks, Pfal.4.8. Z will 
lay me down in peace) or the delightful compofure of the mind 
‘with our conditions, of which David here {peaks, Thou makeft 
me to lie down tn green pastures. 

The Phrafe I confefs may note two Qualities more in his con- 
dition. 1. One, the Safety of it: That God did fo undertake 
his protection,that he might fecurely reft himfelf- In dangers, 
{tanding up, is the pofture, but lying down is a gefture of fuppo- 
fed fafety. 2. Another, the Satiety of it: That God did fo 
accomodate the eftate he had and his minde together, that-he 
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was comfortably and delightfully pleafed therewith, as aneafie 
bed to liceon, as a pleafant good to feedon. And therefore 
miftake not the Phrafe. He maketh meto lie down in green pa- 
nres. Ye doth not at all import a carelefs, voluptuous, idle 
life, but only a contented, well-pleafed and comfortable | fe. 
The Propofition is this, Delt: 

That God doth give his people minds and hearts wel-plealingly, God doth pà 

dnd comfortably and quietly to pofefs their outward conditicns. his people 
He doth not only give unto them the things, but the fruition of bears well- 
things, not only prefence, but enjoyment ; not only bread , pleafingly to 
but power toeat it, notonly a portion, but a power to rake it ial, 
and to rejoice Witb it, So Solomon in Ecclef 5.18,19. This har- sone ji 
mony of well-pleafednefs, you may perceive in faceb, defcant- Pial.16.6. 
ing on one moiety of his eftate, I mean, hes children, Thefe are 
the children whichGod kath gracioufly given thy fervant, Gen, 
32.5. David is in the fame key, in divers places, read Pfal. 
16.8 & 119.65. Jabez obtained the famein 1 Chron.4 10. 
And Pasu! had it even to admiration in Phi/.4.13,12. But for 
the Explication of this Affertion , chefe inquiries muft be fatif- 
fied. 

1. What this quiet and comfortable well:pleafednefs with 
our temporal condition is? 

2. How, and in what refpe& God gives it to his peo- 
ple? 

3. Why given to his people ? 

4. Then what ufefull Application of this to our 
felves ? 

Queft. 1. What this comfortable or quiet well-pleafedne/s with What this wel- 
our cftate i? pleafedne(swich 
Sol. Iconceive oficcthns , Je zs a fisgular gift of God, where- °™E cftace is. 
by our minds do approve, andonr Wills and affettiont remain fa- 
risfied and delighted With thofe out Ward bleffings which are be- 

ftswed upon tu in any kind. 

1. Lessa fingular gift of Ged] There is in Mufick the In- tris a fingulac 
ftrument on which we play, and the Hand with which we (trike Gift ef God 
it,and a certain mutical skill. Without chat-cercain mufical 
skill, the hand may ufe and {trike the inftrument, makea found 
and a jar, but chat fpecial Skill or Art isit which makes the har- 
mony. Thus is it in our poffzilions: there is the eftate, snd 
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there is the mind, and there is the well-pleafednefs. The eftate 
may in fome fenfe be the Legacies ofmen, and our minds may 
be reckoned the gifts of nature, but to have our minds harmo-- 
nioufly confenting with thofe eftates, this is the fpecial gift of 
God. Solomon expreffely calls it rke gift ef God, in Ecclef.s.. 
AndS. Paul {tiles it the frength of Chrift, Phil 4. Pfal. 16.6. 
The lines are fallen unto me in pleafant places, yea, I have a geod- 
ly heritage. In the former verfe David fets out bis happinefs 
[The Lord ts the portion of my cup, axd of mine inheritance, thou 
maintaineft my lot, | Inthis verfe, his well-pleafednefs with his. 
outward condition which God had allotted him, he looks on ic: 
as pleafant and comely, we may be con‘idered ina threefold e- 
ftare, either, 1.In our (reated effate, where, as God faw e-. 
very thing which he made to be good, fo man was delighted . 
with that condition as beft. 2. In our (errupted eflate: and 
tere comesinathreefold jarbyfin; One with Gea, a fecond. 
with our felves,anda third with cur comdicions: As the earth. 
was curfed to bring forth thornes of moleftation, fo our hearts. 
—__—.___are curfed, and bring forth thornes.of vexation. The fea isnot, 
more full of tofling waves, then our hearts are of unquiet dif 
likes. Weare inordinate in our Love , impatient in our De. 
fires, and alwayes reftlefs with our Fruitions. 3. In our re- 
newed eftates, where divine grace doth difcover, and in fome 
meafure cure all thofe principlesofdifcord with our eftates, as, 
the vanity of our minds , the miftakes of our judgements, the 
covetoufnefs of our wills , the prideofour fpirits, the difeon- 
tentment of our affections, &c. and in ftead of them, plants in 
us quieting and well. liking qualities of Faith, of Meeknefs, of 
d Humility, of Patience, of Self-denial, of Sound Judgment, and. 
Heavenly Wifdom , of Contentment and Thankfulnefs, &c. 
Divine Grace is that to well-pleafednefs as health is to the bo. 
dy, while ficknefs is upon us the beere hath anil! tafte, and the 
meat doth fmell , and the chair. isuneafie, and the bed is too . 
Short, and the night too long, and the day too troublefome, all 
is amifs becaufe our b :dies are amifs. But when Health comes, 
all is fuddenly turned, the palate then doth tafteand relifh, our 
lodging is eafie, we can fleep in the night and work in the day, 
all is well becaufe we are well. Thus here, while we are meer 
~ finners, we canquarrel with every mercy; thisisa buoh 
thats 
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that’s a crofs, we would be rid of this, we miflikethat, we 
are weary of God, and weary of his mercies, and many times 
weary of ourfelves. But when grace hath healed our diftem- 
pered natures, thea our eyes do fee, and our hearts do ike all : 
we fee houfe to be mercy, wife to be mercy, husband to be mer- 
cy, children to be mercy, eftacestote mercy, all to b: good, 
very good, becaufe God hath made us to be fo. So that this is 
a truth, well p'eafednefs with our conditioa is Gods fpecial 
gift, forFirft, He onely hath power over our minds to fet them 
right. Secondly, He onely cancure the principles of diflike, 
and Thirdly,He onely can enable us with the principles of well- 
pleafednefs, ergo 
2'y,As the caufe of itis above us fo the Seat of well-pleafedue/s The fea: of 
3s withix ws. The Soul isthe general feat of it, but in particu- wel’-pleafedne(s 
lar, the mind of man and his aff:ftions. A manis as his mind is, 15 Within us. 
and the eftate of aman isas his mindis : If his condition hath '* ‘ht mind 
all the reall conveniences and ref{pectiveneffes to his wants that 
may be, if yet his mind doth not believe and judge it to be fo, 
there will be no well-pleafednefs. 

It is cot the prefence of what we do poffefs, which caufeth 
well-pleafednefs with it. We oft times think thus,hadwe 
fucha comfort more, or had we this a little mended, then all 
would be well with us; but we are m'ftaken : the wine may be-— 
f{weet, and yet every pallate cannot relifh ic , nothing will quiet; 
which comes to an unquiet fpirit; you muft make the fhip to lie 
ftill, before you make the goods to lie ftill. Till you can bring 
your minds to fee the fpecial providence of God towards you 
in all your eftates, and to fee the peculiar ferviceab'enefs (asit 
were) of his mercies unto your occafions, and likewife to judge 
of them as every way belt fuiting, and agreeing, and anfwering 
your proper and jut exigences , you will never be well 
pleafed 

The Mind which is the feat of Weill-pleafednefs, muft have 
nit; 

A power of Ob/ervation to mark the wayes and effects of 
Divine Providence. 

A power of Dijudication, to difcern how proper and con- 

gruous Our conditions are, 


A power. of D:termination, to approve of our allotments 
9 and: 
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and to reft fatistied ; Ihave enough, fofeph my fon is yet alive 
(faid }acob) fo here the Chriftian, I have confidered all things, 
and I do find upon the accompt, that the lines are fallen unto l 
me in pleafant places, I havea goodly heritage: I do confefs 
4 — thatthe wife and good God hath indeed provided for me the 
E moft proper and beft mercies. = _ i 
. 3. Burtkenas a Mind approving the condition, fo like- 
Be acs wifethe wil and A ffztfions oihil with the cond'tion are 
the feat of this-well-pleafednefs too. A man may fee reafon 
enough to like what he poffeffeih, and yet he may have no 
comtortable fruition of it at all : If his will be froward and 
murmuring and his affections impatient and grieving, is there 
any harmony now in this? No : But thus it muft be; The 
Mind muft difcern and approve,the Will muft elect and confent, 
and the Affections muft rejoice in the condition as good, and 
chisis Well pleafednefs. 
Howfardo:h  -24eff.2. How far forth God doth give th’s unto his 
God give this’ people ? 


eae Sol. Lanfwer , 
T Shab- Fir, They haveitinrefpect of habitual difpofition: there 


tua! dipofi żon 8 a nature of well-pleafednefsin them, enclining, and difpo- 
fing, and exciting of them to judge well of their eftares, and to 
like them, and delightin them. : 

Andin repe& Secondly, They have ‘tin refpect of babit val dsminion:confider 

of hsbitual dc- their courfe and trade of life,and converfing with their eftaces. 

minion, Though as inthe playing of a leffon, a {tring may now and then 
flip and jarre, yet the main is mufical, fo though Chriftians 
may now and then, inrefpect of particular times and occafions, 
be fretting with their condition, as 7oxa4 , or condemning of 
it, as fob, ordifliking of it, as e4/2ph; yet you know the pa- 
tience of Fob, and you read that «4/aph befhrews kimfelf, fo 
that habitual well-pleafednefs, had the habitual domini- 


= 


07. 
Theyhaveit Thirdly, They bave it bur in meafure Tis not well-pleafednels 
burin amea- in the perfection of degrees which they have, ’tisa leffon which 
fure, they are ftill learning, they are not fo well-pleafed, but that 
they need to be better well pleafed, 
Andburwith Fourthly, And confequently but with mixture. It is with 
amixtue. the minds ef evil men, as with the flood of Noah, in its rote 
"whic 
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which covered all the earth, and the highet mountains, fo 
their minds are wholly covered with the depths of difpleafed- 
nefs: And with the minds of good Chriltians, as with the 
fame waters, but much abated: oraswitha rofewhich hatha 
fweet leaf, and yet many prickles about it, fo here is much fweet 
well-pleafednefs, and yet fometimes fome fharpnefs, fome rug- 
gednefs, fome diflikings. 

5. But then this is with conflit, What the Apoftle {peaks But then iris 
in general, that the (pirit lufts againft the flep, and the fleip lufts with config. 
againft the fpirit, Gal. 5.17. that is true of every particular 
Grace and its oppofite Corruption. The people of God have 
in them a principle enclining them to like and delight in, and 
to blefs God for their conditions : and they have in chemalfo 
a principle of frowardne(s, pettifhnefs, enclining them to dis- 
like and to jarre with their mercies. Their corrupt nature 
doth diflike their condition, but their renewed nature doth dis- 
like thefe diflikings, and confli& with thefe conflictings ; and 
as they do attain their growth in ffirituals by oppofition,fo they 
doattain to further well-p'eafednefs by contention, they do 
not approve any difliking rifiags, or expreffions, nay they do 
condemn them, and grieve for them, and by much prayer and 
faith they do ftrive to keep the mind in tune, to be tt ankfully 
well-pleafed with all that God hath done for them, or oa 
them. 

Quest... Why doth God giveunto his peoplea well-pleaf- Why doth God 
ednefs with their conditions, Se S 

Sol. Reafons hereof may be thefe ; jmi 

Firft, His premife is that he will withhold no gord thing frem G25 promife 
them, Pfal 84.11. 1f he will withhold no good thing then heis to wirbhold 
will give unto them well-pleafednefs, which is a very good nogood thing. . 
‘ching. 
diy, The effate cf the godly (be it more or lefs) is @ The eftere of 
bleffed eftate (as I have formerly fhewed ) The Lord blefferh the god yisa 
the habitation of the juft, Prov.3.33.Dut bleffed it is not, unlefs bletied itate. . 
well-pleafednefs be given with it: ic doth not differ from the 
poffeffion of the wicked, who cat and grumble, and receive 
and curfe. Nay no eftate were as good as an unpleafedeefs with 
a fair eftate : if our minds approve them not , it is with us as 


with an arm out of joynt, which is no help but a very torment 
unto us, í bini Dik. 


Ver.. 


The Lord Thirdly , The Lord would have his people to be exceeding 
would bave bis thank fal unto him for what he gives, and likewife to ferve him 
sen be according to his great goodnefs. -A difliking heart is alwayes 
hin an unthankful heart: he muft firt make them to be well pleaf- 
ed with his mercies, if ever he would find them thankful for 
them, nor can they be made reafons of better fervice, unlefs 

firt we fee them and like them as fruits of kind love unto 

" us 
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Viet. Doth God accord the minds and eftates of his people, give 

It may inform unto them the beft eitates and the beft minds to be well pleafed 
usther God and delighted, to ie down in their Green Paffures? then it may 
bath but a few inform us, rhat God hath but very few people on earth. The 
Reon a Philofopher lighted a candle, and looked amongft a multitude 
few well §iest- Of men to find a man; and the Prophet would have them to 
edwith their 7#» too and frothrough the ftreets of the City to find arighteous 
condition. man. The fame may we do through the world, and run, and 
fearch whether you can find a man or a woman well pleafed 
with their conditions. Lookon Adinifiers , any people, and 
charge, and living, pleafe them better then what they have = 
their people are fo unteachable, and their means is fo fhort, and 
their labours are fo ineffectual, and their refpe&s are fo few. 
Look on Trade/men, any calling is better then theirs, every one 

- gets more then they, they have fo many loffes, andfo many bad 
debrr, an {fuch thin cuftome, and fuch an hard time of it. Look 
into families, either the husband purpofely abandons the wife, 
for he likes her nots or the wife fhe is abroad wich others, for 
fhe cares not for her husband ; orif you find them together in 
place, yet they are afunder in their affections, Heisnot the 
covering of the eyes to her, and fheis not the plezfant Ree to 
him Defcesd from that relation to another, Of Parents 
and (hildren: The Children they complain of the Parents, 
that they are tooharfh: the Parents they cry out of the chil- 
dren that they are too loofeand ftubborn. Or from them per- 
ufe the relation of Mafters and Servants: What one fervant 
almoft of a thoufand that is pleafed? either one Mafter wants 
religien, or another wants compaffion or another wants bounty = 
or the like exceptions have the Matters againft the Servants, ei- 
ther they are too flow, or too prewd, or too negligent, or tao 
unthrifty, Rill too too andntiful. Ofall men we conceive that 
men 
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men mighty in eftates and in honors they fhould be well pleafed , 
who have barns full of corn, chefts full of money, dayes full of 
honour, but like che higher Cedarsand Trees, thofe of higheft 
place are toffed and bowed, and banded with perpetual agitati- 
‘ons of endlefs reftleifnefs and diflikes. And for poer men they 
conceive that they have a difpenfation to murmur and c!a- 
mour, and vex, and to fpendall their dayes in unchankfulnefs, 
aod unquietnefs. What was fpoken of the hou‘es of the Egy- 
ptians, there was not one houfe where there was not one dead, that 
may be fafely faid of all the houfes on earth there is not an houfe 
wherein there isnot more or lefs, a perfon difpleafed with his 
condition. 

Four things I will briefly propound unto you, 

Firft, the Greatne/s of thistin. Secondly, the cas/es of it. 
Thirdly the dangers of it. Fourthly, the helps and remedies. 


Firft, The greatne/s of this fin by not being well-picafed and The gresene{s 
quieted with our conditions. of tbis fin. 


1. It is a Debafing fin: the more Atheifm is mixt with any | 
finning, the greater is that fin, for now we do not oncly fin; 
again{t Ged, but do as it were un-God our God. 

And whatisadifpleafednefs with our conditions, but even a 
fecret denialof God? we do judge our God, fit upon him tn judg- 
ment for hisacts of providence ; as }o/eph would have directed 
the hand of his father in point of biefling, ec. Andif we 
deny the attributes of God, we do virtually deny God himfelf 
(for he isefpecially the fame with his attributes). Now if we 
be fo outragioufly difpleafed with our conditions we do ac- 
cufe God that he wants wifdom , that he knows not what is 
good, and beft for us. Irisa finning with an high hand, and 
therefore the more hainous and fearful. 


2. Itis a mof unkindfin, Ingratitude (even in the conitru- 1t is sa unkind 


@ion of the Heathens ) was fuch a fin, he was fuppofed to %™ 
be ftained with any fin, who was guilty of this, and God takes 
notice of it as a fowler blemifh, Do you thus requitethe Lord ? 
Now to be habitually difpleafed with our conditions, what isit 
but unkindly to render for the kindnefs of Gods love and mer- 
cy ? for amanto fallout with his kind friend, is a foolith act ; 
but to fall out with him forh’s kindnefs, this is an intollerable 
mifcarriage. If the Lord fhould lay bonds upon our feet, 

O aches 
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aches on our bones, ficknefs on. our bodies, loffes upon our e- 
ftates,yet ought we to bewellpleafed therewith in regard of that 
authority he hath over us, andin regard of our finful guile ~ 
which deferves much more mifery then we do feel, we may 
quietly fay with Pob, Shall we receive good at the hands of God, 
and not evil? But when the Lord in ftead of mifery hall ex- 
prefs mercy, not one mercy, but maay,; not improper, but 
convenient mercies, not thinne, but deeper mercies: give a 
man ftrength, and health of body, multitude of friends, fuccefs 
in trade, an ingenuous and meet yoke-fellow,perhaps religious, 
beautiful, and goodly children, {pread a-table for him from one — 
end of the year to another, nay fupply him not onely. for meer 
neceflity but for variety. And-this perfon fhall now never eat 
buc curfe ; never drink but-vex, never look on a mercy but with 
an evil eye,a flighting thought,a difpleafed {pirit,cannot talk but 
he murmurs, cannot fleep but he fighs, cannot be alone but he 
. weeps, but he frets, but he repines, as if-he were weary of © 
mercies, of God; of- himfelf.. . Ah! how fowl, how fordid a 
return is this ? I blefs thee > may God fay, and is this an- 
fwered well by thy curfingof me? I feed thee, and thou rageft; - 
I clothethee, and thou vexeft, I provide for thee and thine, 
and yet thou difrellifheft all my love, all my goodnefs, all my 
kindnefs. . 
{visa mo un- 3. Itisa moft znreafonablefin: °Tis true that there cannot 
reafonable fin, be any juk ground for any man to fin, yet fome kinds of finning 
may affume more Apollogies then. others.. As. whena maa 
commits a fin through ignorance, he may pretend that if I had 
had knowledge to have difcerned it, I would not have fo adven- 
tured: and whea the poor man fteals he aflumes an Agollogy, 
had í riches, or had I bread, I would not doit... But this kind 
of finning, to be difpleafed with Gods merciful providing for 
us, islike che theft.of a rich man when he fteals-from the poor, . 
there is no caufe for him fo-to do, and it is: without all excufe, 
When the Lord took away foxas’s gourd and. Jonah was there- 
with difpleafed, Doeft thos well to be angry? faid: God unto him 
3. e. is there any fufficient caufe givenunto thee for this diftem- 
per. But fuppofe you had feen fonah fretting and vexing him- 
felf under the comfortable fhade of his gourd: might not the 
queftion then have been put home unto him, doef thon well to be 
i re —* | angry® = 
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angry.? This is our very practice: when God gives us many 
mercies, many fweet comforts, and by the prefence of them 


«fhades us from many miferies and troubles, yet even under the 


fhadow of his mercies arewe grumbling, and murmuring and 
difpleafed. What Apollogy? what.plea? what ground for 
this? if we wanted the mercy, we might pretend fomething , 
but enjoying the mercy and yet repining; it is afin the more 
intollerable, by how much the more irrational, 

4. It is a very finning fin: my meaning is, thatit is a fin Ir isa very fn- 
productive of many fins ; a womb as it were ora fountain of ning fin, 
them. The Harlot or Adulterefs is in Scripture reputed one 
of the higheft tranfgreffors,not only in a formal fenfe becaufe of 
the abfoiute vilenefs of that fin: but alfo in a caufa! fenfe, becaufe 
of the procuctiveinfluence of that (in, fhe encreafeth tran/greffors, 
faith Solomon. Ill. pleafednefs with our conditions, it isa kind 
of a mother fin, a fin which brings forth many fins. 

Sins of cmiffion, taking off the mind and heart from many / 
duties which otherwife would, and fhould have been performed, 
of counfel, of love, of mutual prayer, mutual help. 

Sins of intermifsion: filling the mind in holy duties with 9 | 
abundance of earthly and finful thoughts. 

Sins of commifsion. O how much malice? how much re- 
venge? how much heart-burning ? how much defaming ? how 3 
much unbelief? how much pride? how much wrath? ¢éc. 
live, grow warm and ftrong by this fin: Nay fometimes blaf- 
phemies againt God, fometimes the murthers of others, and 
fometimes felf-murthers; thefe are the fins of fins, yet owing 
of themfelves oft-times to an heart ill-pleafed with its condi- 
tion. 

Secondly, the Canfes of this difpleafedneffe with our condi- The caules of 
tions, Befides the general caufe, which is chat finful difeafed- dilplealedne(s 
nefs in our natures (a difeafed man can like norking) there ith our con- 
are many peculiar and more immediate grounds thereof,“ 0% 

U. g. 

y A [pecial vanity of mind, which makes us quickly fick and A fpecial vsni- 
weary of every condition : asit is with a weak ftomack there is‘Y cf the mind. 
a kind of faffidines upon it, that it cannot infi on one difh 

long but it deGires a change of dict. The like vanity is there 


upon our fpirits which cannot fetle on any outward thieg long, 
_ a j O 2 but 


but ic longs to be rid of it, and skiç from it, as the Bee from - 
one flower to another: whiles a mind onely vain, meets with 
an obje& that is onely vanity, it cannot be much or long pleal- 

ed, becanfe not at all fatisfied. 
Aloolith erroe . 2» Afoclifh errcneonfnefs of mind, creating a kind of happi- 
niouinefle of nefe aad perfection in the creature, as if.ic were fufficient to 
mind. ~~ ~breed abfolute comfort and delight, the which whiles we 
fondly fancy, and finding experimentally inftead of all fatiety, 
~ much defect and many unanfwerablenefles: now we grow dif- 
< pleéafed and murmuringly accufe our conditions, as Rachel did 
————Facob becaufe he gave her notchildren; that, they are but a 
barren womb, or a dry.tree, or a bratkifh river, or a broken 
“arm. Thisis ever true, that he who over-rates the creature, 
will either be difpleafed that it falls fhort of his expectation, or 
elfe will run-himfelf into farther troubling diflikes by repeat- 
ed effaies of another condition then his own. Whereas in 
truth, to draw full contentment from any worldly thing is no- 
~~~ thing elfe but the tudy of the Philofophers ftone, which breaks 
~ many a mans brain and eftate to make mountains of gold, 
~~ when onely the fhew of it isall that can be attained and no 
more We do fruitleffely vex our hearts and oppreffe our 
conditions, and fhall never be pleafed, whiles we believe chat 
~ the outward things which we poflefle or expect, can be an ab- 
i folute good unto us, or efficient caufes of well-pleafedneffe to 


“our minds. 
Envious come 3. Envious comparifon: when wecaftanilleyeon our own 
parifon. eftates, becaufe God doth cafta good eye on another mans 
\ condition. TheHeathen faw this truth, that Invidus alterins 
\ rebus macrefcit opimis ; Another mans Palace, is the envious 


mans Prifon, It isa frequent experience, that as aman of 
moderate ftature feemsbuta Dwarfe if he ftands by 'a Gyant, _ 
ora woman of real comlinefle but a homely creature when fhe 
\ ftands by another of rich attire and {ingular beauty , fo whiles 
we compare our convenient eftates with others exceeding con- 
ditions, their Sea fwallows up our River, and we are moftapt to 
~~"diflike our Grove becaufe it is. nota Forret: Oh, other mens - 
oo childrenthey can behave themfelves thus and thus ; others fer- 
| i vants they are fo and fo careful, and diligent; others wife thus 
: and thus loving, others houfes and tables thus- and thus b 
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nithed others are thus and thus refpected and applauded. This 
is juft Hamans diftemper, whofe heare was almoft broken be- 
caufe the King put honour upon Mordecai, though Haman had 
honours and eltate enough, as much as would have ferved forty 
better men then himfelf. Andit was Akabs difquietment too , 
who though he had a kingdom, yetenvying Naboths Vineyard 
he could not eat nor fleep. 

4. Unthankful Comparifons , And indeed odious, when We yakankful 
do not compare our conditions with our own deferts (which Comparifons. 
were a way to make us acknowledge Gods mercies, and to blefs Iniqua compa- 
for any thing ) buc the work of our own conditions with the beft sai pci in: 
ofother mens. Thereisinevery outward condition , alignia'” Prita 
velatum © aliquid revelatum, there is theskin of ic, and the 
flefh ofit, thefoot,and the fhoe, the body, and the garment. 

Even they who feem to enjoy alldelight to outward appea- 

rance, yet look into their clofets and the utmoft and inmoft 

rooms of their eftates, they have many fingular inconveniences, 

they aré put upon hazards and fuch ftreights of confcience _ 
fometimes, that a poor-honeft man (ifhe knew all) would nor 

change his brown bread wich them forall their greatnefs. But 
now this is our grofs foolifhnefs , we look only on the outfide 
of other mens conditions, what friends they have, what refpects 
they have, what confluence of honours and wealth they have; 
what variety of diet and attendants they have, and fo we fee no- 
thing but that which to fomeis a kind of heaven upon earth. 
Andas for our own conditions, our eyes are fixed only on our 
fores, our Arithmetick can caftup no mercies but miferies 
fuch a lofs, fuch a crofs, fach flightings,fuch hard dealings ; like 
Solomens Chapmen, who fay of our conditions they are naught, 
they are naaght, or like the Church, Ceme and fee if there be any 
forrow like my forrow! What well-pleafednefs can poflibly be 
expected from us, whiles we drown our own mercies, and look 
on nothing but our miferies and yet veil all the miferies of other 
men, and fee not the clouds and nights, but only their day and 
fun. 

5. Proud Arrogancy. There are threethings which will in- Proud Arre- ~ 
cline us to diftafte our mercies, One is when we make them buc $ncy. 
Tributaries to our merits, asif they were only the rent due to k pa 
our deferts, whereasthey are almes to beggars, ar IS peris ? jarem F 

when - 
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| when we make our félvesthe only Judges ef goodand evil, A 
third is when we will make our conditions the Slaves of our 
Lufts. The proud man is guilty of all thefe, and therefore he 
cannot but be difpleafed with his condition. For, he cannot fee 
mercy to bea free Gift, but a jut Debt, as if God did owe 
him the Homage of Providence. ‘Nor can he fubje& his tout 
Spirit to the Wifdom of Divine Difpenfation , a vain man is 
he, and wessld be wife, though he be like a Weld affes colt, Job 11. 
12, And whatfoever he hath, he makes it the fervant of 
fome lut or other, which is alwayes craving and diftaft- 
ing. 
Infidelity,covee € There might many other caufes be added why we are difplea- 
roufnels,excee- fed with our outward conditions, as infidelity covetoufnelsexcee- 
dingne(sin sf- dingne/s in affeCtion,corrupt endswhich we fet up,unto which our 
feCtion, corrup: conditions are not fufhiciently and ftrangely enlarged ; ingra- 
ends, ritude of Spirit, remiffenefs in feeking and obtaining fpiritual 
graces, which only can heal and tune the fpirit.- ~, 
But I -fhall not enlarge on them, bet proceed to the third 
General, whichis, ` 

Thedanger of The dangers of difpleafednefs with our conditions. Iwill 

Difpleafednels reduce them unto two heads: } 

wich our condi- 1. It Shortens many excellent things. 

sald 2. It Greatens many fore evils, 

Ic fhortens 1. It Shortens, 

Qur Graccs 1. Our Graces: (if wehave any.) Difp'eafednefs with our 
conditions, itis either a lock to bar out Grace, or elfea drop 
to quench and diminifhit, That man is an enemy to himfelf 
in Spirituals, who is a friend to his diflikes in Temporals. It 
hinders Grace, 1. In the 4és of it. The fhaking hand is 
not fit to write, and the wounded foot is not able to go, and 

y _ the turbulent foul is not fo difpofed to believe, or repent, or 
L converle with God. 2. Inthe Degrees ofit: Anunqutet pa- 
tient makes but a flow recovery , and turbulent ftormes a long 
voyage. A mind habitually poffet with diftafte of its outward 
— €ondition is ufwally leaft fruittul, for every new diflike is a new 

~ wound, or a relapfe which fets us back in Grace, 

@i Duties 2. Our Duties: We never fall out with Mercies, but we 

_—_muft fall out with Duties , a difpleafed heart is either a deftru- 
Gion or a diftraction, O how many prayers are either = 
ted, 


in Green Paftures,&c. 


Cls2e 


~ 


ted, or {cattered > We can neither counfel nor comfort others, _ 


we can neither ferve God nor men. Rented thoughts, and dif- 
pleafed hearts, are neither fit to hear God nor to feek God , 
they are like a phrenfie, wherein che mad man is uncapable both 
to command and obey. Tlie Word can do us no good, becaufe 
not received with Meeknefs.and our Prayers are loft, becaufe not _ 
performed in Charity. Ifwe are not in charity with our eftates, 
we aie not in charity with God ; and: can Ged be pleafed with. 
that feryice which comes from an heart difpleafed with his 
goodnefs? 
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3. Our Comforts : As God faid ofa rebellious perfon, Write Our Comforts 


that man childlefs, the fame may be faid of a difcontented per- 
fon, Write that mañ comfortlefs. His very mercies are a bur- 
den,and all abour him is but as a bed of ficknels. Good is upon 
him, but he fees it not ; and bleffing, buthe knows it not. In 
the midft of Sufficiencies he feeds only on the bread of AMicti- 
on, and though his Cup doth overflow, yet he drinks only 
the Wine of Afpes, and the gallof Wormword. Difpleafed- 
nefs with our cond:tions is like the Leeches, which do fuck only 
che worlt and melanecholick blood; or like the Ee/e, which 
lives in the Alchieft mud ; or like the F/y,which mars the good- 
ly ointmeat, or like the Gangrene, which makes fore the ftron- 
gelt joynt. It Fly-blowes all our comforts, and darkens our Sun 
at noon-day , makes us Jailors only, whereas we might be Free- 
holders of our eftates. It levens and: foures the whole life 
with imaginations of evil,with diflikes of good with complaints 
againft what we have, and. reftlefs purfuits after what we 
want. 

4. Our Mercies; There are two forts of Spirits in men 
there is the Unbelieving Spirit, and there isthe Difpleafed Spi- 
rit: The Unbelieving Spirit is a tempeltuous mind, which nips 
and keeps off mercies. The Difpleafed or difcontented Spirit 
is a whirl-wind which pulls off mercies: the one is a Caveat 
again{t the receiving of good, the other isan Arreft co deprive 
usofgood. Mofes he was (I fear) too much troubled with the 
burden of Government , and God prefently eafed him ofhis 
Spirit, and put it upon others. Mofits was eafed of the Spirit by 
complaining, and we fhall be eafed of our mercies by grumb- 


ling and quarrelling, © The meat will not ftay in the Stomach — 


which 
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which likesit not, the'Bee cannot dwell upon a thorn, nor 
mercy with aman who falls out with mercy. That God’who 
is pleafed to heap up mercies on the thankful heart, doth often 
“recall and draw them off from the unquiet heart. The winter 


a “quarter hath the fhorteft daies and longeft nights: 1 befeech 


thee be'more quietly thankful and contented, leaft thou be fri pt 


palin 


‘ofall mercy who canft norbe quiet with any. Fre long, when 


re $ : ie ; F s 
-God hath taken away thine husband, or thy child by death , 
——~~_ then wilt thou better tearn to kżow the worth ofa mercy with a 
“a quieted mind, when thou haf learned the want of fuch a'mercy 


Our Life, 


a 


Ic Greatens otr 


Burdens. 
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“pour, a fhort flower; but by a difcontented, difpleafed difliking 


with a grieved'and imbittered Spirit. 

` 5. Yea, ourZife , whichis akiad of glafs that holds all 
our Wine , ora thred on which hangs all our outward comfort, 
A confefs itis init felfbut a fhort fpan, a fhort tale, ‘a fliort va- 


with our conditions, it now waftes.and {pends the fooner ; like 
a candle , which confumes the fafter by the fire: Difcontents 
fhorten our life, Jn e Natural way, for it isthe rottenefs of | 


our bones, theburden of our fpirits, it often ftretcheth the 


goldencord, and fuddenly cracks the pitcher atthe well. Ing 
Fudiciall way,while the meat was in the mouths of the murmu- 
ring and unquiet J/raelites, the wrath of Ged came upon them 
and flew the fatteft of them, and [mote down the chofen men of If» 
rael, Pfal.78.30,31. We read of ftrange judgments, and of 
‘fudden judgments, and both of them deadly, befalling murmu- 
ring, unquiet,difcontented,difpleafed perfons. Corab, Dathan, 
and Abiram murmuring and difpleafed, andthe Earth clave a~ 
funder and [Wallowed them up, aJuft God swallowed up their 
perfons who {wallowed up his mercies,, He crufhed them with 


~~ @ weight ofearth,who fwallowed up themfelves and his mercies 
-With their unthankful and murmuring tongues. And after this, 


“many of the Ifraelites murmured, and the Plague fuddenly brake 
‘inand deftroyed them ; as ifthey were not fit co live who were 
not willing to bleffe. . 

Secondly, It greatens not onely our finnes but our Bar- 


theas. 
1, Burthensinour Minds: which ts now nothing elfe but a 


Burdens in our op of Vexations,as well as a forge of Vanity: The difpleafed 


Mindes. 


man exquifitely proves his own tormentor, He needs no more 
: bur- 
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burthen bur his own difpleafedneffe , whieh fparkles and kin- ~~~ 
dies a World of vexing thoughts, and an Hell of deadly 

cares. 


2. Burthens in our Confcience: It cannot be but thata gal- Bardens in oue 
fed confcience (hould accompany a difquieted heart, the burden Confcience. 
of difcontent ever proves the burden of confcience. Forasit < 
isa great fin in it felf (and therefore is the wound to confcience) 
fo it prevailes unto more fins, and therefore muft needs prove 
burdenfome to confcience. 
Now what a miferable kind of fiviag is this, that ei- 
ther I am under the burden of difcontent, or elfe under the 
burden of confcience; either my condition troubles me, or 
- €lfe my confcicnce, for being troubled with my condition, 
that my daies journey is but from one Prifon to another Gaole. 
One while quarrelling with my mercies, and by and by quar- 
relled with by my confcience for that quarrel, now accufing 
and condemning my condition, anonaccufed and condemned 
- of my felf for that unjuk and finful accufation, &c. Ah bre- 
thren! chink onit, your difpleafednefs and diflikes with your 
condition, will at length make your confciences to fmart, as 
now they make your heads to ake, chat ever the mercies 
and kindneffes of God fhould be thus anfwered and abufed. 
` 3. Bardens in onr affections. Why! what do ye by all your Burdens in our 
diflikes but lade your hearts with more griefs, and reprefent ro AfeBions. 
your hearts grounds of more fears; you fhall bur ri'e up with 
anger, and lie downwith forrow : your life is nothing elfe but 
a flame of anger, or a lump of fadneffe, or a deluge of tears, or a 
torrent of vexations. 
4. Laftly, You burden your felves with more Temptations. Bardens with 
There are five forts of perfons which are moft annoyed with acre te:npessi- 
temptations, The tender and unbelieving Chriftian, The dull oss. 
and melancholick man, the idle and the flothful man, the lofty 
and proud man, the difpleafed and difcontented heart. And 
not with mean and vulgar kinds of temptations, but with thofe 
which are of higheft and extremeft confequence. Thoughts of 
Atheifm, Blafphemies of God, Curfings of God, and Selfe-de- 
ftruftion all which might be plainly inftanced in, but that J muft 
haften to the laft thing, which contains, 


Fourthly, The Remedies of difpleafednefs with our conditions. 
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Faith. 
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1. In the general this isthe main ; Get hearts tobe Santtifi- 
ed and then you will have hearts well-pleafed with your con- 
ditions ; itis not the variation of our eftates, but the alteration 
of our natures which wil! produce a well-pleafedneffe. If thou 
hadft all the honour that ambition could mount unto, and all the 
dainties that fancy could devife, and all che wealth thatcove- 
roufneffe could grafpe, and all the kindneffe that affe&tion 
could long after,thefe alone would not make thy heart pleafed, 
ic muft be fomething higher then the Creature, and better 
then the Creature, which muft make us well-pleafed with the 
Creature. Holineffeis that which caufeth well-pleafedneffe, 
or if you will take it in the Apoftles expreffion, It is Godline/s 
that muft bring content: Andtherefore the Apoftle having ex- 
preffed his admirable complying with every condition, reports 
untous, that the ftrength which did thus enable him was the 
firength of Chrift. According as Grace is, fo is our well-plea- 
fedneffe : much Grace,and much complying with our mercies ; 
little Grace, and weak complying with them; no Grace, and 
no complying. For itis Grace which clarifies the mind, reĝi- 
fies the judgment, fubjects the will, compofeth the affe@ions, 
without which there is no agreement *twixt a man. and: his e- 
ftate. 

But in particular thefe Graces are diftinĝly available to make | 
us quietly and comfortably to be-fatisted and well-pleafed with, 


` our eftates. 


I. Faith: There aretwo quiet effects that Faith will pro- 
duce. Forthe Future, that we fhall pot want; See Heb.13.9. 
For the Prefent, that we are well: Look what the pillars are 
toan houfe, orthe root unto the tree, or che anchor to the 
fhip, that is Faith tothe Soul; fetling, eftablifhing, and com- 
pofingit. When David {peaks the language of Faith, then ic. 
is, [ have a goodly heritage, Pfal.16. And Paul,when he fpeaks 
asa believer then, Z have all things and abound, for Faith feeth. 
Godin the condition, the LoveofGod init, the Wifdom of 
God init, the Faichfulneffe of God in it and his Goodneffe e- 


_ very way; and therefore fees all the reafon that may be, that 


we fhould be comfortably well-pleafed: The Lord is well- 

pleafed with my perfon, and why fhould not I be well-pleafed 

withmy condition? Faith captivates our willsto Gods; or 
_ = r - b i me s p o Ce ee ae et shoul. i 
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fhould not 1 be well-pleafed with the condition that my good 
God, my loving God, my wife God, my faithful God is pleafed 
to allot unto me. 

2. Humility: Give a kinfman fometimes a pound, aud he Humility. 

flights it; give a poor mana penny,and he is pleafed and thanks 
you. To thehungry foul every bitter thing is fweet, faid Solo- 
mon. “tistrue ofthe hutnble foul, to itevery eftate is good. 
Have I much? O the greatnefs of mercy ! Have I little? O 
the goodnefs of mercy ! Have I any thing? O che freenefs 
of mercy! Havel nothing? yetitis mercy. Mercy that I 
live, mercy that I breath, mercy that I am not in mifery, mercy 
that I am notin hell. Come brethren, we quarrel with this 
mercy, and fall out with that; iffuchaone were more loving, 
we would be more pleafed , and if fuch acrofs were removed, 
we would be more quiet. Do notdeceive your fouls; fee the 
fpring of bitternefs , and the overflowing of thine own gall. 
Thou baft in truth a proud heart, and expects that every perfon 
and every action fhould veil to thy fullen humors , repent of it 
and befeech the Lord to pardon what is paft , and never leave 
till thou haft attained a more humble and meek fpirit, and then 
thou being well, all would be well about thee. 

3. Heavenly wifdom would help to a large degree of com- Heaven'y Wii- 
fortable well-pleafednefs with your conditions. dom. 

wWifdom, 

1, To acknowledg Imperfections in the Creature. 

2. To pafs by thofe Imperfections. 

3. To reprels fpeedily all motions ofill-pleafednefs, co cat 
water upon the thoughts which are the kindling of 
the fire. 

4. To efpy the peculiar ufefulnefs of our mercies and exi- 
gences in cafe we were deprived of them. 

4. Frequent comparifon of our eftates with others below us e- Frequent com- 
very way; Art thou better then the poor creature that is ready Po" °° cae 
to ftarve for bread? what haft thou in nature to diftinguith hets below ni 
thee,orwhatin Grace? Well, look over one family, and ~ 
then liften atan other. The children cry, and the parents weep, 
there’s fearce bread for any, and not a penny to buy ac all, 

Liften again and thou fhalt hear one man curfing God, another 
curling of his wife, another curfing of his children. How 
l P2 likes 
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likes thou this? © its if! why then go home and learn to 
blefs God for thy condition. Thou haft meat, fo hath not e- 
very one; thou haft raiment and houfe, fo hath not every one, 
thou hait a wife chat loves thee, fervants that honor thee , and 
are faithful to thee, fo have not thoufands: Provoke thy heart 
Aie this; is notall chis mercy? and isnot mercy tobe li- 
ked ? y 
Beconvinced 5. Beconvinced of the foulnefs of the fin; to be ill-pleafed 
ofthefoulnels with the condition which God gives unto thee. Aggravate it 
ofth: fin, often upon thy foul, till fhame and forrow arife, and vehement 
prayer attend it, that God would reform and compote thy heart 
with thy eftate. Should Ibe well-pleafed with God when he — 
is juft, and not when he is merciful? with theeffeds of hisan- 
ger,and not ofhislove? Should I kifshisrod, and not blefs 
his bounty? fall down when heftrikes, and not rife up when 
he embraceth? Would I hikemy child to kick and fpurn at 
me when I fmooth and dandle him ? would any like the wife 
which frowns , when the husband fmiles on her in love? © 
the finis moft evil which hath a quarrel agaiaft a good God ! 
But being difpleafed with Gods mercies, Ido notonly judge 
_ him, but my own prayers, and mock God asit were; for what 
are all chofe mercies but the fruits of his goodnefs, and my own 
prayers? Nor are they ordinary but peculiar mercies, fach as 
when I am my felf I fee I cannot want. Ah vile heart, which 
prayeft for the mercy, and yet quarrelle(t, which fayeft it is: 
mercy, and yet repineft, &c. Judg thy felffor this unkindnefs 
of requital, and make it a daily and diftint requeft at the 
Throne of Grace, till God hath fafhioned thy heart and made 
it thankful and guiet,and delighting it felfin his goodnefs fhew- 
Prize, and fek “d T thee. . ri 
Forced Mes e PERE, and feck more tarneftly for heavenly things which 
for heavenly tefpect thy foul, f 
things. 
Gee. Be not fo much puffed up becaufe of thefe outward things, 
and the inereafe of them. i 
Content not 9" Youare not the better by them; 2. No argument of 
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your {elves any fpecial love from God. 3. Yet you want your Ex- 


with earthly 
Diaes. cellencies. But ftrive for other things too. 


Mhetives: 
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Motives not to content our felves with earthly things , np 
y 4. ; otives. 

Firt, They are but Minima Bona, \effe then many things They are bur 
which are farleffe then graces. There are Bona Maxima, as Minima Bona, 
Graces, and Bona Media, asthe Moral Virtues, and Bona 
Mixima, as Riches, Honors, &c. Pibbles, not Pearls; plain 
work not carved work, cc. Their goodnefle isnot abfolute 
in rebus spfis, but onely inftrumental quond unm, The Irae- 
lites had panem pauperum and panem Angelorum. The poors 
bread , as the dough which they took in hatte out of Egypr, 
Deut.16.3. The Angels bread P/-78.25. Outward things are 
but panis pawperwm , the poore man, yea the worft of men 
may have them. 

_ Secondly, Spirirwal mercies are, Bona maxima © optima ; Spiritual mer- 
like David and his three Worthies, they excell all the reit welat ciss are Bonz 
inter ignes lana minores; Ot Solomon's daughter. 1. Com- Maxima. 
pare their natures with all other qualities and created things ; 
no creature fo excellent as holineffe. 2. Converfant about 
the chiefeft good : all our Graces are bufied about God, Faith, 
Love, Fear, Zeal, Delight, e*c. 3. Forming of us unto his 
image, the moft excellent of Beings, making us partakers of 
him and like unto him. 4, Leading of us to beaticude in him, 
and with him, which is true and perfect felicity. 

Thirdly, Bona neceffaria, ex (uppofittone finis : The foul They sre Bone 
cannot be faved without them. We come into the world naked, Necefaris. 
and fhall go out of ‘it fo, ftript of earthly things; they arein 
themfelves nothing to our eternal welfare, but Graces are ne- 
ceffary , without faith, without holineffe, Gc. one thing is 
neceffary. f 

Fourthly, You are but half provided for, if you have bat tem- You sre bu: 
poral mercies: if you had bur bodies onely, then earthly mer- bs!f provided 
cies might fufice ; or if there were no other life but this: 0 i you r 
earthly things are improper for the foul, and vain for an eter- ae * 
nal condition. Man is a compounded /uppofitum of divers 
principles and therefore there muft be divers objects to refpect 
both. 

Fifthly,And one/y the worst half is provided fir:the foul is MOTE And onely the 
precious then the body, this is but thecafe, the fheath, the worn half is 
fervant, the hand-matd, and the concernments of the foul is provided fer. 
far greater, 
Ly Sixthly, , 
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taal Sixthly, Nay intheevent you have provided for nothing if yor 
a pe {have not provided for your fouls, fora manis as his foul is, and 
T foul be nor the eftate of the man is as the eftate of the foulis: if the foul 
provided for. hath not gracious qualities, it is an empty and miferable 
foul. 
Godisreadyto  Seventhly, The Lord is ready to give the Spiritual mercies as 
give Spiritual, 16/7 4s the corporal , and ths obligations are ftronger, 
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Verf.3. He refloreth my foal, He leadeth me 
in the Paths of Righteonfneffe , for His 


names fake. 


HE Pfalmift in the precedent verfe declares the 

providence of God towards him in refpec of his 

body , and in this verfe he proceeds to defcribe 

Gods fingular goodnefs towards him in refpe& of 

his foul. The foul needs a Shepherd as wellas the body, and 

that God who takes faithful care for the one, will exprefs as 

tender care over the other. The foul isnot onely as indigent a 

fubjeé, but alfo a more excellent fubject then the body : To- 

wards which David (inthis verfe) humbly and thankfully ae- 

knowledgeth Gods gracious refpects, and the caufe or ground 
thereof. i 

Firft 


Ver.3. He refloreth my foul, &c. LIL 
* Firft, The gracious re/pefts which God had of his foul | 
were two, 


1, Onewas Refforatson[ He reftoreth my fcul, | 
2. The other was Conduttion [ He leadeth me in the paths of 
righteou(ne/s. | 

Secondly, Theimpulfive Canfe or Ground of this [for his 
names {ake. } 

There might be fome implied Propofitions obferved partly 
from theconnexion of thefe words with the former, and part- 
ly from themfelves, v. g. 

Propofit.1. That temporal mercies are sct the Summa pms jt 
of all that God beftows on his fervants, but he confers onthe summa Totalis 
alfo heavenly and {piritual mercses. Not onely Green Pa of sll tha: God 
ftures and Still Waters, but gracious Reftoration, and Guidance. beftowes on his 
Godline/s (faith the Apoftle) hath the promifes nor onely of the sevens. 
things of this life, but of the life which is to come, 1 Tim.4.8. 

And David when he reports that the upright .man fhall noc 
want any good thing, tells us alfo that God will give unto 
\ him, Grace and Glory. 

The fervants of God muft have two things : 

1. Snchaswill make them good and boly, Temporal mercies 
cannot effe& this. True Grace is an effect above the vigour 
of any earthly generation, and therefore S. Au/tin {peaking of 
all outward things, faith well, chat they are Bona gue facinnt 
Bonum. 

2. Such as will make them happy : Sothey area people or- 
dained to glory, and therefore are called vefels of glory: now 
the very Heathens faw thus much, that happineffe did not con- 
fift in riches, or honors, or pleafures : and the Chriftian feerh 
far beyond them, that holineffe isthe ftep to happineffe. 

Which by the way briefly may advife us, not to ace sat onr Ufe 
cinditions complete nor our felues prefently blefed, if we find Advice, not to: 
abundance of Wealth encreafe of faven-s from men, {wccelfe insecosnt cur 
our temporal undertakings : Vides divitias ( faid S. Auffin ig conditions 1 
Pfal 83. with him, but 84. with us. p. 636. ) apud Latroxes a m at 

de r, Tempor! cae: 

apnd [mpios, apnd Sceleratos, apnd T urpes, apnd Flagtriofos, joyments: 
C Facinorofos vides divitias : (.i.) you may find wealth a- 
mong Thieves, among all fortsof wicked men. Never boaft 
your felwes of that, nor reft in that which if thou halt, is nothing’ 
mores 


God onely is 
the Author of 
all our blef- 
fings. 


-He reflorets my foul, &c. er ge 


more then the worft man may have. i 

S. e4uftin in many places, and fo Tertulian {peaks of Mar- 
garitas to comfort the Chriftian that he hath precious things, 
fuch as eye hath not feen, nor ear hath heard, faith the Apoftle. 
Thou haf exceffive fulneffe at thy Table, fo had Belpazzar 
who quaffed in bowles of wine: Thou haft. amafle of wealth 
fo had Dives, fo had moft of rhe Canaanites whom God de- 
ftroyed: Thou haf dignities and honors with men, fo had Ha- 
man {o had Herod whom God chaftifed : Ofende-fidem, oftende 
innocentiam, oftende lachrymas; thou canft fhew nothing that 
makes the Chriftian, or the happy man, unleffe thoucantt- 
fhew faith, unleffe thou canft. fhew holineffe, unleffe chou cant 
fhew repentance, œc. I will fay no more but this, thou haft 
no fpecial thing from God, thou haft no fingular thing for thy 
journey, no proper thing for thy foul, no faving thing, unleffe 
(befides thefe outward bleffings) thou haft alfo fpiricual graces 
and mercies. 

Propo(it.2. Again another -Propofition might be obferved; 
viz. That God onely is the author of all our blefsings, Temporal 
or Spiritual. Inthe former verfe David acknowledgeth all 
his Temporals from him, and inthis verfe ali his Spirituals. 
S, James Riles him the father of lights, and of every goodigift > 
inc.1.17. Temporal mercies they arethe opening of his hand 
to every living creature and his Sun fhining on the good and 
bad. Spiritual mercies they are the bleffings of his right 
hand, Gratie gratis data, fay the School-men,if theydid ex- 
pound the fpeech as well as they found,and deliveredit: What 
haft thou that thou haft not received, faith the Apoftle, all the 
good we have is but a receipt, and therefore but a gift. And 
we are debtors to God for every mercy, and therefore God is 
the fole giver of all mercy. Asevery creature, fo every mercy 
calls God Father, itisa ftream out of his Ocean, a particular 
good from him who is the moft univerfal good. Children are 


_not onely his heritage, but alfo his gift, Thefe are the children 


which the Lerdhath gractoufly given unto thy fervant , faid fa- 
cob: A wife, Solomongails her the gift of God: Corn and Wine 
andoyl, hechallengeth them as bw, Hof.2. And riches and 
hononrs are from him, as you may. fee inthe Proverbs. And 
fur fpiritwal blefsiags, of Election, Vocation, Sansa jufti 

catione 


ae - á 
‘Ver.3. He refloreth my fowl, Kc. 113 


id 
elected of him Epb.1.Rom.g. Thou didf not call him, but or 


wandring and flying was called home of him = When thou mea funt. Aukt. 


it was his Grace that quickened thee , when thou waft ex- 
tremely indebted, it was his mercy that fatisfied for thee, and 
ranfomed thee. 

This confutes the proud errour of the Pelagians, who vaunt Ufe. 
much in the power and ftrength of nature unto fupernaturals This confures 
and foirituals; whom that impudent Grevenchovins of lane “ ge Te 
deems much to imitate who roundly anfwers the Apoftles quefti- eo Ai 
on, Who hath made thee to differ? Egcmet meipjum. ì have 
made my felf to differ; and indeed fo he did from moft of 
men in exceffe of arrogancy and pride. I know that they of 
old and thofe of late , Papifts and others, have their Gloffes 
and diitin@tions ready, asif we were but half dead, and the 
power were from God, and the clofing were from us. But in 
vain are thefe fhufflings, for itis God who onely quickens us, 

Eph 2. And worketh in ns to Will and to do, 

Non eft devotionis dediffe prope Totum , fed frandis retinusffe C. uts. 
vel Minimum, faid Profper rightly againft the Collator. It 
is not an humble devotion to acknowledge almoft all from God 
but a diffembling fraud to afcribe though but a very little to 
our felves. And therefore Benaventare {huts up well, Vere hu- De Perfed, 
miles tetim reddunt Deo, aquototum katent, quia furti rems Relig. 
oft qui sbi aliquid retinet, cum Deus dicat, Gloriam meam al- 
teri non dabo, Youare but thieves, ftealing from Gods glory, 
if you do not humbly acknowledge all to come from his 
bounty. 

2. For our parts this: Since all our good (whether for foul Retura the 
or body) comes from God, Take we jnft care that all the frøir vi s of al 
of it return back unto his glory , of him are all things, and aeg Gots 
therefore to him muft all things pay tribute. O how we 
fhould fall down and blefs chat God who accounts no blefling 
in heaven or earth too good for us, who givesus the fat of the 
earth and the dew of heaven, all temporal mercies, all fpiricual 
mercies, will bethe Author of a'l good unto us: Can we do 

lefs 


Dobtr. 


He reftoreth my (onl, &c. 


feffe then bléffe him, love him, ‘fervehim, honérhim. But T 
will not infift on thefe Propofitions though properto the Text 
and not improper for us. i 

I now croceed to the Graces here conferred; 'whichare two, 
Reftoration and Guidance. _ 

He reftoreth my foul. 

There are feveral readings of thefe words. among- Intetpre- 
‘ters, animam meam convertit, fo S. Aaftin on the place rènders 
ic, hedoth convert my foul. Animam meam quictam efficit, 


‘fo fanius and Tremellins render it, He doth quiet, or ‘éafe my 
foul. Animam meam redacit, fo. Rivetus reads it , Hedoth. 
‘reduce or bring back my foul, Animam medm recreat, fo Fa- 


britins He doth refrefh my foul, The Origirial word will bear 


‘almoft every one of thefe readings sya) 339W Naph/chi 
Feforued, the verb 31% in Hiphil fignifies to convert and to 


give felt, to revive asis ‘were and to make one to return to him- 


felf,to refrefh; to breath new fpirits, ‘comifortablyto compole. 


More'plainly thus,there is’a twofold Reftorat iin : 

1, Oneis anime errantis, Of a foulthat hath béen'wan- 
dring from God,and this is nothing but! (onverfion. 

2, Another is anime langaentis, Of a foul that ‘hath 
been languifhing under temptations, or-oppreffed with griefs- 
that it is well nigh-f{pent and fainting , ‘aad ‘thisis nothing but 
Spiritual Confolatton or Vivification, | - 
` Inthis fenfe the’ word is ufed in other places às Rurh4 r5: 
He fhall be unto thee’a Reftorerof thy life W53 IWS La- 
mefhech Nephefh i.e, a Cheerer up, a Reviver, ‘a Nourifher, 
fo in Lam. 1. 16. and fo in the Greek Mat. 11. 28. 
xayo dvawavow Suas Come unto me'all ycihat areweary, and 
I will give youref: and this 1 conjeureto bethe proper fenfe 
of the word in thistplace, and therefore they have not dived 
ferioufly into it who here have infifted on converting Grace as 
if that were meant. For as much'as reftoring of the foul, 
though poffibly ic may-comprehend in. fome other place, Re- 
generation or-Converfion, yet punctually in this place itim. 
ports the refrefhing, comforting, -fifting, cheering up ‘of ade- 
jected, or oppreffed, or languifhing fpirit which hath fuffered : 
a Lipothymie or fwouning fit. The Propofition ts this > 

That God ‘doth comfortably revive, raife up, refri, or cke- 
: SORE rifos 
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it a a 
Ver. 3. He reftoreth my foul, Xc. 115 


rifh the languifbing and oppreffed fouls of his fervants. God doth com: 

There are divers forts, or rather orders of graces, there is frseb'y revive 

Gratia preveniens, which finds us ftark naught, and makesus w- E - aan 
n he . larguifhirg 

really holy: Gratia fubfequens, which is tometimes called sne opprefled 

Affitting Grace, fometimes Exciting Grace, fometimes con- {ou'es of his 

firming Grace, fometimes refrefhing and comforting Grace. fervants. 

Asitis with the body of man. though it be truly informed and 

actuated by the foul, yet the foul in fome difeafes and fits is as it 

were expiring and panting, the fpirits need to be fetched again, 

and the foul to be relieved: fo itis with the foul of a Chriftian, 

though God doth give him renewing or preventing Grace, 

which makes him holy and living, yet he may be fo, overcharg- 

ed with temptations, fo oppreffed with griefs, with fears, with 

defertions, with afflictions, that his foul is almoft gone, it is e- 

ven {pent and faints: Now when the Lord doth diftill fome 

fpiritual vertue and vigour which fetcheth up the foul, He doth 

then reftore it, or comfortably relieve it. 

For the better opening of this affertion, let us confider chefe 
particulars : 

Firft, The feveral methods or wayes wherein the foul of a 
converted Chriftian may be oppreffed, furcharged, droop or 
languifh. 

Rondi , The fpecial methods of Gods reftoring,or refrefh- 
ing fuch a foul with comfort. i 

Thirdly, The reafons or caufes why the Lord is as it were, 
the reftorer of life and comfort unto the fouls of his fer- 
vants. 

Fourthly, Then the ufeful application of all this'to our 
felves, 

Queft.t. what are the feveral methods or wayes wherein the The feveral 
foul of a converted Chriftian may be oppreffed and made to droop ye 
or langusfh ? ogres Wadi 

Scl. The chief of them I conjefure are thefe, viz made to dro3p. 

Firlt, Confcientions apprehenfions of finful guilt; when the ee 
guilt of fin and a working confcience meet together, this Selo- yy occhenfion 
mon faith isa wound that is infupportable , Prov.18.14. and of finful guil. 
David profeffeth it to be a burden that ke us nor able tobear, 

Pfal.38.4. Ie did trouble him and bow him down greatly, v.6. 
yea, by reafon of it he was feeble and fore broken. i Bre- 
— i 2 threo ! 
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thren ! The wrath of God apprehended for fin, is mighty in- 
operation. Chrif fweat drops of blood under se, it isanar- 
row that iticks fat, and an hand which preffeth fore, it drinks 
up our [pirit and turns our moilture into the drought of Summer, 
When ths Lord contends in this kind, the Spirit doth fail before 
him, and the foul which he hath made. | Jt muft needs make our’ 
fouls to fhrivel and faint, when God (who is the onely life and. 
coméort of it) fhall write bitter things againit it, and fhall. 
fet himfelf in order, and fpeak anger and difpleafure unto- 
iC. 
Blin opersy Infolent operation of finful principles > When a Chriltian: 
tion of finful K®owes thatthe motions of his nature are evil, contrary to the 
principles. law of Godand glory of God, and he fhall confli@ with them. 
but not prevail.over them, pray again{t them, and yet be moleft-- 
ed withthem , mourn for them, and yet be peftred with them. 
This did exceedingly tire out S. Paul and made him cry out 
O wretched man that 1 am, who fall deliver me? taratawpoc 
i.e. erumnofzs homo perpetuis in ifta luttu angoribus divexa- 
_ tus, as Beza well expounds it. x 


q Goat ale 32. Incefart affaules of temptation : Thefe are apt to 
5 pus tem damp and fink the fpirit : They are an extreme burden, fill to 
ptations. be hurried; vexed, toffed, with abominable fuggeftions of A- 


theifme or blafphemy,or other foul-opprefting and- diftractting 
ir ; F yona- Ollicitations. S. Paul profeffeth that be was buffered by thems 


ei?n. 2.Cor.12.7. beaten as it were black and blue ; and in the fame 
verfe he calleth them a Thora which fome, tranflatea fharp 
THONON Goad, others a fharp dart, others the fharp wood running in- 


to the foot; itisa Metaphorical word by which is meant moft 
heavy pun@ions or diftreffes of mind. Judge alittle whether 
it benota foaking and trembling ching to feel thoughts fuggeft- 
ing meto curfe that God whom I love atove all, to blafpheme ° 
that Ged whom I honour aboveall, to flight that God whom 
I regard above all: .One while to havealimy: graces called in- 
to queftion, as if they were.but a counterfeit hypocrifie; ano- 
ther while to have all my comforts.called. into queftion as if 
they were but.ungrounded delufions. To queftion all hope 

` for the future and to fufpe& all experience for the time 
paft: thefe are deadly and grievous oppreflions tothe foul. 
of fuch as feel them. . | 

a ae A. Ars: 


Son 


Sanie E a n e a 
Ver.2. Hetreftoreth my foul,8cc. {y 


4. Ample and more permanent defertions: When thatthe Ampleand 
Sun is fet and rifeth not in many daies, and God draws off the More permi- * 
beams of his favour, which were the life to our fouls, and che %! defercions 
joy of our falvation, as David {tiles it; David mourns and goes 
heavily becauie of this, and in fome places is ready to faint: 
Ethan wasas a dead man by reafonof it; and A'aph now can 
find comfort in nothing. Surely if we have not contracted 
upon our felves (dy our voluptuounfnefs of living, and much neg- 
Le&t of living Ordinances and lively Chriftians) a brawny fea- 
redneffe and ftupidity , ic will make our fouls to ftoop; That 
the time was we didenjoy and fee the Lord in the beauty of 
mercy, in the goodnefle of his favour and loving kindneffe, gra- 
cioufly reconciled, gracioufly accepting of us, gracioufly 
meeting of us in his Ordinances, gracioufly inclining him- 
felf untousinthe performance of our duties. But now it is 
otherwife, . a 

S- Near and ftrong offlittions : Whena fly flanderer fhall fee 
cretly martyr and murder our names with reproach; this had 
almoft broken Davids heart. And fo for fpecial loffes of fpe- 
cial comforts, they are like the opening of fo many veins which 


_ loofe blood and {pirits, they make us go heavily to our Graves. 


Sickneffes, perfecutions, injuries, poverty orany other kind of 
calamity, to which we are expofed in this life, are oppreffures , 
and fuch fometimes as do grind, and much abate, ortake down, 
and crufh the foul, 

Under or againft all which God is pleafed to reftore- 
(.i.) to bear up, revive, refrefh, ftay che foul with com- 
fort. 

Queft. 2. How doth God refrefo and bear wp comfurtably HowGod doth 
the foul that languifbeth under any of thofe kinds of oppref=refrefh the lane 
fures? guifhing fzul, 

Sol, Lanfwer, He reftores the fanguifhing foul, 

1. By his word: This was that which quickned Davidin By bis Word. 
his afflictions, and kept him from fainting, in P/a/.19.7. this 
reftoring Virtue is afcribed tothe Word. The law of the Lord wa inary) 
is perfect, converting the foul, andthe Apoftle, Rom.15.4. at-Mefhiboib Ne-- 
tributes co the Scriptures aiy tagaxanziy, confolation or com-Phel*. 
fort. The Prophet calls them the wels of falvation, Ma. 12.3. 
and..the brefs of confolation, fa.66.11. Thy, Word is to me. 

ag. 


ai T 
11$. He reftoreth my. foul, &ce Ver.3. ' 
as the honey and the honey comb. To that purpofe Davidin Pfal, 
119. You know that when Ponathan talted ofthe honeycomb, 
hus eyes were enlightened, it did refrefh his fainting fpirits. 
Why ! the Word of the Lordis of the fame {weetly refrefhing 
virtue to the foul, it can deliver out that meffage from God, 
and that {trength, and that peace, which fhall make us alive and 
fet us on our feet again: When the Lord doth open himfelfin 
any promife, whether of mercy, or grace, or ftrength , Taffure 
you that the lame will now leap, and the chains now fall off,and 
darknefs flie away, and as it were, an other foul, a newkind of 
fpirit comes into us, wecannow walk and converfe, and live 
and ferve the Lord with a more free {pirit, a more raifed and en- 
larged fpirit,; whereas before we did hang the wing and went 
on droopingly and heavi'y. 

By his Spirit 2. By his Spirit: Who is therefore ftiled the Comforter, 

Job.16.26  becaufe he doth reftore joy and chearfulnefs ; and our comforts 

& 16.761 are called bis comforts , viz. the comforts of the Holy Ghoft. 

Liberandt.. The Spirit of God doth reftore a foul many wayes. 1. Libe- 
rando; by removing the oppreffures, the griefs, and maladies , 

Inbibendos the powers and guilt of fin. 2. Inbibendo , fo he reftrains Sa- 

Inftillands,| tan. 3. Inftillando, by adding more grace and ftrength, and 

j -repairing of our weaknefs; fhewing his powerin our weaknefs: 

Infiruende; 4, Infirøendo; by teaching us the good of afflictions , and 

‘ what {fpiritual ufe to make of conflicts, trials, and defertions, 

Beneaisendo, <. Benedicendo; by making the ordinances Virtual, and Ex- 

tenfive in their effects, that they thall be che very Cordials of 
P, our fouls ; he creates the lips of them to fpeak peace, 

Sigilands: 6, Sigillando, by difcovery and reflexive reprefentation,work- 
ing in usa proper evidence of the reality of our gracious condi- 
tion ; as alfo of that happy relation ’twixt us and God recon- 
ciled unto us iri Chrift, All whieh are Reftoratives. 

By Faith. 3. By Faith: This is the grear reftorer of life to any op- 
preffed Chriftian. For whether defertions be the oppreffure 
which make us languifh, or afflictions, or temptations, or cor- 

. rections, or confcience, ifever you will find refrefhing and rai- 

Pfal.27. fing it muft be by believing ; / had fainted unlefs I had beiiev- 
ed. Nothing takes off burdens but Faith: nothing handles 
Cordials but Faith. When we are able confidently to ret on 

-Gods goodnefs, and free Grace, and faithful Truth, or on the 
preci- 


- rf _ 
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precious blood of Chrift, &c. “Now the burden is off and reft 
isfound. Now our fouls are as it were created anew filled with 
life and fpirics, and cherefore it is that Joy and Peace are fo fre- 
quently conjoyned with Faith in Scripture, becaufe, Believing 
is the mother of Peace, and Joy is the daughter of Faith. You 
hhave’no fhoulders but your ownto bear, and no Mediator 
but your felves to make peace, and no help but your own bro- 
ken and conflicted fpirits, till you be esabled by Faith to be- 
lieve. And then you canfind merit enough , fatisfaction e- 
nough, mercy enough, ftrength enough, God good e- 
nough, faithful enough, &c. and now all ismade up inthe 
‘foul. 

Queft.2. why doth the Lord reftore life as it were, and com- Why dothth: 
fort unto the fouls of his people ? : Lord reftore 

Sol. 1. Neceffity on their part Senfe of fin is an heavy a ok 
‘thing, arid the Chriftan warfare is afharp thing, Even Chrift Thirds neef- 
himfelfafter his temptations had the Angelscoming and mini- {ity on their 
{tring unto him ; the [pirit ‘would fail, &c. part. 

2. Goodne/s of compaffion on Gods part: Who, ashe will not oe of 
himfelf lay #pen man more then‘ is rigkt , or meet, S33. oa ad 
So he will not fuffer us by others to be rempred absve What we ar 
areable, 1 Cor.10,13. He-doth pity the work of his own 
hands. 

3. Fidelity andtruth inGod: Yt ishis word of Invitation, c)-¢%4-y an} 
Come ye that arebeavy laden; and, Ho! every oxe that thirfts. Truhin God. 
And it is his word of Obligation that ke will refreth and 
eafe the one, and quench and fatisfie the thirt of the o- 
ther, a 

4. His affettions are much towards cppreffed, and diffreffed tis afeãions 
‘and languifhing (onis. Thereare two hearts that Gods eye is sre muchto- 
muchon; The Humble heart: God refpecs the heart which wards oppreiied + 
‘refpectsnot it fel. The Humbled heart: Gods affedions o's 
‘are much towards it. For thas faith the high and lofty 
one that inhabiteth eternity, whofe Name is Holy, 1 dwell inthe 
bigh and boly place, Withhim alfo that wf an humble and con- 
tritefpirit, ro revive tle (pirit of rhe bumble; and to revive the 
keart of the contrite ones, Ifa 57.15. So when Ephraim was 
broken in heart; Js Ephraim my dear fon, fauhthe Lord? J 
remember him fill. 

5. How. 


Lag 


120 ~ He reftorets my foul, &c. Ver.3- 
i a n e o re 
How ufelefs 5. How ufelefs are their fouls without this reviving? Un- 
aretbeir fouls fir, and perhaps afraid for any duty; the pulfe hardly beats at 
ae all in fainting fits. J am afraid to look up, faid David. lam 
i afflicted and ready to die, faid Heman, Pial 88.15. Like a Crane 

cr a Swallsw, fo did I chatter: I did mourn asa Dove: mine 
ezes fail with looking upward: O Lord, Iamopprefed, under- 

_ take for me; So Hezekiah in Ifa.38.14. 

Ufer: Doth the Lord himfelfreftore (.is) revive, eafe, refrefh 

We maybeIn > 


d a r and raife up, and comfort the fouls of his fervants ? then we 

condition of may be informed, That the condition of holinefs doth far exceed 

holinefs doths the courfe of wickednefs: Every good man is a Barnabas or fon 

far exceed the of confolatiim. -Though evil men do boaft, and vaunt, and tri- 

ee of wick- mph a while, yet they are ofall men the moft miferable, chey 

=. are the only fons of fear, and heirs of wrath, You ksow not 

how foon oppreflures may overtake you, not only extremity 

of outwardafflictions, but likewife the depths of iaward perplex- 

ities, Troubles of foul, and wounds of confcience,there are no 

heart-breakings, no languifhings like to thefe for fenfiblenefs , 

for bitternefs, for agony. Soul burdens are the moft grievous 

burdens, and fuch as will quickly make the {piritsté crack, and 

your hearts to roar. And here is now a greater depth of the 

mifery, that you can neither bear your burdens, aor deliver your 

felves; there are no reliefs, no refrefhings for you; your 

worldly vanities cannot fuccour or repair your tormented 

‘fouls. Your confciences cannot at all excufe, butcondemna 

you. The Word fpeaks nothing but Wrath and Judgment a- 

-gainft you, and Faith you have none,to draw any comfort or- 

fupport from God or Chrift. But with godly and holy people 

it is otherwife, either they are chearfully ferving God , being 

freed from oppreffures and droopings ; orif at any time their 

fouls do faint, the Lord himfelf is ready to raife upand chear 

The advanta- their fainting fouls. Ibefeech you give me leave a little to en- 

gesof being large this point, that you may the better underftand the privi- 

truly Holy. Jedgesand advantages of being truly holy, and the fervants of 
God. 

God hath meg? I. Whatfoever the depreffions and grievances are which 

peculisr and make the fouls of good perfonsto languifh, yet the Lord hath 

proper Reto- mof? peculiar, and proper, ard re(pettive reftoratives for thiir 


ratives fo N, ; Mey > f 
r e feuls ; he hath the right plaifter for every fore. Are they En 
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bled in their confciences? He can create the fruit of the lips, 
even peace nntothem, Arethey troubled about the fins which 
they-have committed? he can give fpecial commiffion co his 
Prophetsto comfort them , and to fay, That their iniquity is 
pardoned, 1fa.40. Are they troubled with the powers of fin- 
ful corruptions? he can refrefh their fouls by (ubduing of thir 
inigqusties, Mic.7. Are they troubled with grievous temptati- h, 
ons? he can again revive their fouls, by making his Grace to be 
Sufficient for them, and by foewing his power in their weaknefs , 
2 Cor.12.9. Arethey broken with long and great afflictions ? 
why, yet he who hath /hewed them great and [ore troubles, foal 
guicken them again, and bring them up again from the depths 
of the earth Pfal,71.20. Arethey caft down by reafon of Gods 
withdrawments and difpleafures è why, though he hath for- 
© faken them for a little momen,t yet he will gather chem with 
“ great mercies. Though ina little wrath he hides his face from 
“ you, for a moment, yet with everlafling kindneffe will he have 
“ mercy upon you, //a.54.7,8. f 
2, As they fhall have peculiar and proper revivings, fo they They thsi bsve 
Soall have feafonable and expedient refrefhings >: When David (talonable and 
was ready to faint, then his faith was excited to /ee the geodne/s mpe res 
of the Lord, Pfal.27.13. When Peter was fisking , then did e: 
Chrift put forth his hand and fave him. When Paul was al- 
moft defpairing then was he delivered from a great death,2 Cor. 
1.8,10. When Davids foot was ready to flide, then did the 
‘band of God hold him up. When Fekhopaphat knew not what 
to do,then the Lord undertook his fafety. 7 have keard thie in 
a time accepted, and inthe day of falvation have I (uccoured 
thee, 2 Cor 6.2. 
* 3. And they foall have pow:rful and effectual cordials , fuch They fhal beve 
as fhall exceed, and be able to remove their faintings, and raife powerful and 
up their fpirits. When the King gives his pardon and difcharge, ¢#:ual Cor- 
who is he that dares to gain-fay his command and pleafure 2“ 
We may fay of Gods comfortable reftoring, what //aac faid of 
jacobs blefling, Z have bleffed him, and ke fhall be biiffed. So 
f the Lord will comfortably reftore the foul, it fhall be comfor- 
tably reftored, Hence chofeirrefiftible expreflions, P/a/ 4: 8, 
The Lord will command his loving kindneffe, (.1.) asit were 
Bve it a fpecial charge to thew it felfto the fouls of his fervants, 
R 
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° Jja.57.19 Lcreate the fruit of the lips , peace peace to him that 
ws afar off. Creation it is an Omnipotent act, utterly urcon- 
trollable: There may be fometimesa depth of troubles on the- 
foul, wave may be upon wave, and thick darknefle over our 
Horizon , our fouls may be bowed down and greatly afli@ed: 
we may fay with Dawid, that we are iz a great ferait, and with 
Febofrapbat, Weknow not What to do, and we have no might, 
our fpirits may be even ground to pouder and overwhelmed. 
withinus; yet even then can and will che Lord reftore the fouls 
ofhisfervants. The Lord raifeth them that are bowed down, 
Pfal.116.8. and raifeth the poor ont of the duft, Pfal.1 13.7. and: 
fob from off the dungehill, and David often from the gates of 
death ,yea,in the multitude of his thoughts did Geds comforts de- 
light hu foul: Andthough I walk in the midft of trouble thos 
wilt revive me, Pflal.138.7.And when my [pirit was overwhelm- 
ed within me, thenthou knewe(t my path, Plal.i42.3. He heard 
our ucice out of the low dungeon, and our breathing , Lam.3. 

56. 

And chey sre Ta: And they are infallible ana certain: The Lord will not 

intallible and caft off for ever, but though he caufe grief yet will ke have com- 


certain. . paffion according to the multitude of bis mercies, Lam. 3.3 1,32. 
I will furely have mercy on him, Jer.3 1.20, and I will reftore 
comforts unto him, Ha.57-18. : 

D2) ` 


Taak Then if you, any of you would have yeur fouls reftored, Go ný- 

r. oulo the Lord. Come, brethren, I verily believe thar there is 

reftored,go un- {Carce any one of you(who are the people of God )but you have. 

tothe Lord. fome oppreffures or other upon your fpirits, One of you per- 
haps has a foul eventired out with {pecial temptations; ano- 
ther hath a foul wearied out with violent corruptions, anda 
third ready to faint under afflictions, and a fourth, that his af- 
fections are not fo exactly tempered, and fully inflamed as for- 
merly, And affth, that he is. not fo in duties, and the Lord 
looks not fo on nim in his Ordinancesas he was wont. New 
I befeech you, hearken untome, Gounta the Lord every one 
of you with your opprefled {pirits : He is the rektorer of fouls. 
To whom fhal! we ge? faid Peter to Chrift, thou baft the werds of 
eternal life. Confider with mea few particulars. 

meoboppicllie "Sau oppreffious are very painful: The Soulis the feat of 

ons are yery. e 

painful, | fweetelt comfort or deepeft fadneffe, A little thing in the a 

gy Wil. 
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will troúble, and a fmall thing on the brain is weighty , and 4 


3 
any burden onthe foul is very heavy. Read but the hiftory of 
Job and cf David in fome particulars,yand our own experiencse, 
and you will confeffe this to be true. Now what wife man would 
dwell with everlafting burnings ? Who would bear or lie under 
fuch burdens, as wilt make a foul to crack, that might be 
eafed and refrefhed ? 

2. Soul finkings are very prejuaicial : J need not fay NO- Son! finkings 

thing how it makes a perfon break quite up in particular rela- are very preju- 
tions, unfitting him forall converfe, but which is yet worle, it <icisl. 
damnifies himin the general calling, working off the heart 
from all Ordinances, alf Communion and giving occafion for 
Satan to faften extreme and fore fuggettions. Ah Chriftian ! 
Thou confidereft not how much thou wrongeft thy Graces, thy 
duties, thyGod, thy happineffe, thy peace, by giving way, 
or living in a difconfolate, heartleffe, languifhing condi- 
tion, 

y The Lord only hath power over the. Soul, and the burdens The Lord oniy 
of st, Wecan mar, and we can trouble our own fouls and caft hath power o- 
them down, but itis no power and art but chat ofa God which Y“ ~ y > 
can raife up, revive and fettle the foul again. The air may be on ahi, | P 
good to refreth fome bodies, and merry company to hearten i 
a melancholick body ; for finking bodies, phylick, diet, recrea- 
tion, &c. may be good reftoratives,, but for fouls that are 
(inking , or funk, no helps can reftore them but fuch as are like 
themfelves, Spiritual fouls, {piricual maladies, are to be raifed 
up with fpiritual reftoratives only. Now God,he isthe farher 
of Spirits, he gives unto us out fpirits; and he it is who can re- 
fine our fpirits, and he it ts who multrefrefh and repair our fpi- 
rits and revivethem. Ashe isthe Godofall Grace, fo he 1s 
the father of all comfort; The father of our fpirits and the fa- 
ther of our comfort. 

4. He is yonr God: Look over all the Covenant how he ex- He is our Goa. 
preffeth himfe!f to be yours. Yours,what? for renewing grace 
only, nay, but for reviving gtacealfo. Affuredly , that your 
fouls are fo fainting and languithed you your felvesare the prin- 
cipal caufe of it. 

Ovjedl, Wethe caufes of ir, will fome fay , Not fo’ for we 
do diflike our fears, our doubts, our finkings, we complain of 

K 2 them, 
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h them, we pray to the Lord, but no reftorative can we find i 
our fouls. 

Scl Nay,nay but you your felves are the caufes why your faint- 
ing,and tired and oppreffed and languifhing fpirits‘are not reto. 
red andmadeup. 1f the patient will fend for che Phyfician and - 
open the weaknefle of his body unto him, and defire coun- 
fel, and when all is done he will not follow the medicinal pre- 


fcriptions, but will feed on what he likes; and drink what he - 
pleafeth , and go abroad when he Íiftett; doth not hecaufe ~ 


weaknefle upon himfelf? Is it not he himfeif who keeps him- 
Two thines felf low? Why brethren, though we do complain and feek: 
ier rhe rai- Unto the Lord to rektore us, yet if two things be practifed by 
Gng of ourlan- US, itcannot be. that ever our languifhing fouls fhould be 
guifhing fouls. raifed.’ i 


IfwerejeGthe y, Jf that we reiel or oppofe the things Which will reftore a 
Sees thar will Mf, rejeEE or oppofe the things which will reftore 


rea foul foul, buethusisic with us; we will not take our Cordials, we - 


put them afide; Ono! theblood of Chrift belongs not unto 


us, the loving kindneffe of Godis not for us, the promifes ree - 


{pect notus, Can’ thy foulever be reftered “whiles thou thus 
refufeft che reftoratives? Telt me, what-is it doth oppreffe 
and trouble thee > and what‘is that which will raife and revive 
thee? The guilt offin, that is ic which doth oppreffe thee, can 


any thing in this cafe be thy reftoracive , but the free. mercy of — 
God intheblood of Chrift? this God doth ‘reprefent unto ' 


thee, this:doth he offer unto thee; but this eannot he faftenup- 
on thee. Thou prayes for help, he is prefent to help, but thou 
refufeft the help. > Talke and delude-thy~felf as muchas thou 
pleafeft, that thou feeft more in thy {elf then another imagins , 


it is unqueftionable with me that thou doft fo. - But no caufe ' 


canft thou fee to refufe Gods grace offered unto ‘thee; and offe- 

red unto thee to reftore thy fout, 
Mwekeep up - 2. If that we keep zp our finking and depreffing principles; 
out finking and y, g, Erroneous conceits and miftakes abourthe Vitals of grace, 
Pie invented evidences of Salvation, and not fuctas the’ Word au- 
mT" thorizeth ; crediting of Satans fuggeftions and our own defi- 
nitives, when we are incompetent to giye fentence. Sometimes 
overturning all upon a meer.infirmity, yea,oft-times queftioning 
our graces becaufe they are fo conftant in confli& with our fin- 
ful natures. Ifwe find the leat Vanity , we ufually fall aoe 
v | ee — > 
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the verity of our eftates. If webenot as high as others, or 
alwayes like our felves or fome unufual temptation befall us, or 
affliction, prefently we.are pining andfinking. The firft ching 
that we fall upon is the truth of ourconditions, and we will 
not eafily hearken to any evidences but fuchas may makea- 
gainft us, Thisis the ordinary method amongtt Cafe-Chrifti- 
ans (I mean thofe that put Cafes of Confciences) they invent 
and infitt on any thing which may imaginably-keep down their 
fouls, and they cagerly, and with much fubtilry difpute againft 
whatfoever may reftore and repair their fouls. To what pur- 
pofe, Man, doeft-thou pray to be reftcred? when prefently 
thou f{trengthens and fides with thofe bafe principles of thy 
heart which do keep thy foul from being reftored : Doeft thou 
thinkthata perfon rightly prayes againft drunkennefs orunclean- 
neffe who prefently nourifheth in himfelf thofe fpecial prin- 
ciples and motions which do uphold thofefinnes, fo exc. 
Ob, But what would you have usto do ? =. Whar theuld 
Sol. Not to omit Prayer, not to omit any other fpiritual fuch de. 
means of reftoration, whether VVord Ot- Sacrament, or Confer- Omit not de- 
ence, but above all ro improve your faith if ever You would get ties and ordi- 
your fouls te be reftored. You will'go with drooping heartsnances. 
to your graves, unleffe you can skill the life and ule of Faith rae atea 
better. Though the Yord be apt to reftore the foul, though kaf s 
the Sacrament béaptcoreftore the foul, yeathough Ged him- 
felf be able to reftore the foul ; ' yet neither the VVord, nor tiie 
Sacrament; nor God do reftore the foul without faith. Wouldft 


-thou then have thy languifhing foul reftored, ftrive earneftly to 


believe, fet before chine eyes the loving kintneffe of the Lord, 


book into the wells of falvation, difplay the promifes of God, turn Study the Pros 


not away thine eyes from them, but ferioufly read and perufe Mics. 
them. Thou fhalt fee in them all the proper grace, mercy, 
ftrength, comfort, refrefhing chat thy diftreffed and oppreifed 
foul candefire: then confider this is every jot of it, che word of 
God, a faithful God who keeps Covenant for‘ever,andper- ~- 
forms his truth to a thoufand generations: I willlive and die 
upon his good and faithful word, Lord J believe, help my unbe» 
dief. Thou fayelt thus and thus, and I dotruft on thee tobe 
thus for my foul, todo thusfor my fout, thou wilt pardon my 
fins, thou {wilt fubdue them, thou wilt brufe Satan for Me 
thou ` 


P 
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thou wilt do me good by all my afflittions, thou wile fhew me 

-thy falvation, Iwill ftill pray unto thee, , fill Wait upon thee, at 

‘length T ‘know that my weakneffe fhall recover fttength, andı my 

confids fhall find viåtory, and my -faithful God will an{wer, 
: By pi ince lca at ae comfort r me on every fi fide. 


Na 
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Pa His.is the eas fpecial mercy. which God confits ón Das 

vids, foul, wherein you-have, Soe 

1, The Agent and his Ad [He leader}: ag: 

$ The Perfon or Patient who is led [me]. 7 

3. The courfe or gy wherein he is led. Sir ii paths of : 
righteoufneffe.\ - me eis. 

The word here uled, ig) Metaphorical, Farais refpeding 
the blind, who-caniot walk- withouta guide; Sometimes /ittle 
or weak children who cannot go without a leader, and here the 
weak and-aptly wandring. feep which ftand tn need of the fhep- 
herd to goin.and out before them, : = 

Though, fomething might be obferved from the conjunction 
of thefe two-metties, that Godis a Leader as well asa Refforer 
of the fouls be removes burdens|that we might folfow duties’, 
cures andiccmfortsa foul, that the foul might now walk the 
better. : Yet I will not infifton it, Onely two Propofitions I 
fhal! more fully open, viz. 

I. That evea converted and. reftored perfons, seed a God to 
lead them. 

2. That, God leddet bis people! in: righteors paths, cr inthe 


waycs of righteonfneff el 


J begin with che firt , a 

That even converted perfons need a God to lead tbem. [He D,ér.1; e 
jeadeth me || faith David, a choice fheep and of good Even converted 
growth. ] and reftored 

O Lord, faith the Prophet feremiah 10.23. I know that the perfons need 


a God to lead 


way of man is notin himfelf: It is not in man that walketh an 


dirett his teps. And therefore David prayes Pfal. 143. 10. 
Teach metodorhy will, for thon art my God, thy fpirit is good, 
lead me into the landof uprigheneffe ; he compares himfelf to 
aweak fcholar who needs teaching, and to a weak man who 
needsleading. And the Lord promifeth to make his people ro 
know kis wayes and to walkin his ftatutes, Ezek 31.and Ez.36. 
of which promife there had been no need, had not the people 
of God need of hisguidance'and afliftance, but for the better 
underftanding of this aflertion, I will difcover thefe particu- 
lars : 

. The matter or nature of Gods leading his people. 

. The manner how he leads his people. 

. The reafoas why his people need his leading. 

. Then the ufeful application. 

Qui. VWhat the leading of Gods which is here meant : Wia pe 

Sol. Torefolve that, premife thefe particulars ; leading ef God 

1. There isa double leading , is. 

Oneis general ina Way of common providence, wherein all A double lead- 
the faculties and operations of the creatures are affifted, exci- a n 
ted, and dire&ted by God for the fervice of his glory. This iscf common” 
that general virtue or influence from God, by which all things providence. 
are moved and guided. 

Another is /pecial and proper tothe efate and afls, and ways Special and 
of Grace and Salvation, whereto amore fingular aid and in- e~a to the 
fluence is neceffary. This is it whereof the Pfalmift eee ie 
f, eaketh. | ae 

2. This leading is again twofold, either — - This leading 

Reprefentatsve , which confifts in the déclaration of thei. 
wayes we are co take and walkin, as alfo of the falfe and by- Repstlentacire. . 
wayes of which we are to take heed. In this refpedt God 
guides his people by his word written, which is therefore called 
a Lamp unto our feet and a light unto our paths, Plal.119. 105. 
and to itis alfo afcribed a direl ing virtue and ordering v. 133. 

| and . 
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and a counfelling virtue v.24. andan upholding virtue, v. 116. 
every one of which is a part of. leading: and fo likewife it is 
called a Rule which leads and-guides an Artificer.in his working 
for depth and breadth, and heighth, and compaffe, fo the word 
directs and chaulks out our way in al! matters requifite to falva- 
tion, what we are to believe and what we are todo. Itis fuch 
a guide to us mow in our fpiritual motions as the pillar of fire 
and'the cloud was heretofore in their. natural motions,meafuring 
out their going and refting.at all times. 

EfeGive. Effective which confiftsin infufion and communication of fuch 
ats and qualities whereby the fouls of his. people move oa in 
the paths of life. God doth not.onely lead his people as a 
Counfellor leads his Client, directive , but as the head leads the 

Thisefficaci- Members effeltive, by communicating fpirits and motion. This 

ous leading is efficacions guidance or leading confifts of thefe particu- 

by way of lars. 

Difcovering, I- OF a cleerer slyusination. They have eyes given them 
to fee their Leader, and ears given them to know their Leader 
and his voice, this isthe way walk init Ef. 30.21. Shew me 
thy wayes O Lord, teach me thy paths, Pfal.25.4. °Tis true that 
the leading by the Word, is common to good and bad, but the 
one hath not thofe eyes to read, thofe-ears to hear, that under- 

_ftanding to perceive as the other hath: fis and bloud hath not 
revealed this unta thee, but my father faith Chrift to Peter Vobis 

“datum eft nofe. The natural man perceiveth not the things of 
God, faith the Apoftle, 1 Cor. 2, 14. but God hath revealed 
them untowv.to. Sothat thisisone part of efficacious lead- 
ing when the Lord by his Spirit doth teach us the paths of 
righteoufneffe, when he makes us to know the path of life,what 
is that good and acceptable will of-his, which he would have 
us to believe and do. 

acin 2. Of a peculiar inclination of the willor heart to obey 

i sand follow the dire@tion of God, which fome do call exciting 
Grace, becaufe the Lord either by his word or by the motions 
of his Spirit,or both, doth ftir up the heart, enclining it to 
hearkerand to obey, to embrace his directions, fubjecting their 
will to his will, Lead me in thy truth and teach me,Plaj.25.5: 
Chrift calls this a drawing of the Father Joh 6. and Davia the 
feating of the law within his heart, Pfal.4o.8. and fome callit a 


per- 


= T ne ———— ss 
a | „oee 
Ver3. He leadeth mein the Paths, &c. 129 


per(wafion, which is fuch an effectual motion as winnes and 
gains the heart to follow ortoobey, prevalet ad confenfum. 
True, it isnot fuch a motion as is violent and compells our will 
(this were not to lead it, but to annihilate and deltroy it) yet 
it is fuch a motion as is¢revalent,and as S. Ax/fin {peaks, of 
unwilling, makes us willing. 

3. Of a pecial cooperation, wherein Divine affiftance con- A&ing. 
curs with the will renewed and excited, enabling it both to will 
and to dothofe things which are pleafing unto God, for itis 
Ged that worketh in ws both to will and todo. Though in our 
converfion we are Gods workmanfhip, yet being .converted we 
are now Co-workerswith God, Ur velimus fine nobis opera- 
tur. cum autem volumus & fic volumus ut faciamus, nobifcum 
operatur ; tamen fine illo operante ut velimns vel cooperante cam 
volumus , ad bona pietasts opera nihil valemus, S. Augsjft. lib. 
de gratia, & lib. arbitrio c.17. Though there be in usa prin- 
ciple enclining unto good, yet by reafon of natural corruption 
reliding in us,we cannot do that gocd which we wonld, and there- 
fore as we need operating or preventing Grace to make us good, 
fo we need fubfequent and cooperating Grace to enable us to do 
good , his Spirit muft caufe us to walk in his Statutes and do 
them. 

4 Laftly, of a fingular confirmation, which fome call fuftain- Continuing. 
ing Grace, or upholding Grace, which is fuch an effeQual in- 
fluence from God, whereby the hearts of his people areled on 
and eftablithed and preferved in their courfe of holy walking ; 
therefore you readin Scripture, that God preferveth the feet of 
his Saints, and that he eftablifheth the path of tke jnft. 

Que ft.2, This for the zatnre of this guidance, now for the The manner of 
manner of it: Osalis duttus, whata kind of leading that isthis guidance. 
of God to his people? 

Sof. This may be briefly fatisfied, 

1. His leading or guidance, is ductus /nblimis , Te is not i: is dudus ub- 
earthly, vain, impure, carnal ; far be it to faften any grace'effe limis. 
motions and workings on God. Heis holy, and leads us onely 
by an holy word, and by ar. holy Spirit, and to holy works, and 
to holy ends, heis no Fountain, no Patron of fuch as are im- 
pure and carnal. Dudlus regulá 

2, His leading is dudlss canonicns or regularis. God rie ris, 

leads 


Irreguiar ex 


parte,1 Materie 
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leadshis to a&s which are not fabordinate to his own glory. 


and coordinate with his own word, if they be fuch attempts 
which the word condemnes , that they exceed the compafle of 
of cur general or particular calling, we move not now by an 
heavenly ftar, bur by a diftempered fancy, either by a corrupt 


2 Perfore mind or by vile affections, or by Satansdelufions. According to 


Duftus forts. 


this rule as many as walk, peace bë on them, Gal.6. Our 


walking muft be by rule, and therefore our guiding is alwayes 


regular. 
3. His leading is duitas fortes, it is fuch as bowes and bends 


the will and gives fufficient grace. It isnot fuafive onely, as 


if a Nurfes tongue were enough to ftrengthen a little weak 
child to go ; but itis perfuafio, the ftrength ofa God goes with 
the voice of aGod; aleading by arguments, by propofitions 
of rewards and punifhments: even Pelagius himfelf will ac- 
knowledge, velle operatur Deus [uadendo, G prémia pellicends, 
asisrelatedin S Hierom and alfo by S. Auftin in his book De 
Gratia Chrifti, cap.t0. No! the Lord doth lead his people 
alfo by influence and motu forti; ashe converts them voce alta 
fo he leads them motu efficienti; powerfully prevailing upon 
their wills againftall the refiftances of corrupt nature, and all 
difputes of Satan,and all temptations from the world to hearken, 
and obey and follow. 


Duas levies, 4. His leading is datius levis & blandas: He gently leadeth 


blandus. 


Fides non cft 
sogendd, 


thofe that are with young, 11.40.11. He leads not like the Pope 
with fire and fword, and prifons,as if men were to be burnt,and 
wounded, & knockt into a faith thus the Butcher leadeth the Ox 
to the flaughter, But he leads as a mother doth her tender child, 
now with one hand, then with both, bearing up the body fo 
that the going can fcarcely be diftinguifhed from the carrying, 


fo the Lord bids his people follow him and obey him, and gives- 


alfo what he commands, a power to follow and to obey, layes 
an yoke on them,and asit were putsundera fhoulder to bear, 
gives them his hand asavell as his command, and never urgeth 
more obedience then he is willing to afford affiftance to act it. 


Efficacy goes with the authority,and help with the precept: 


fubet fed juvat, fed adjuvat.Doth he require much he will help 
much ; doth he command never fo much, henever commands 
more.then duty, nor then his own fufficiency fhall appear in, 


A 
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5. Hisleading is dultus fuavis & levis. It is delightful as Duãus fuxis, 
well as gentle : delightful two wayes , 

Partly becaufe he werkerh in m a delight tobe led by him, I 
do delighs to do thy will faith David Pfal.40.8. and therefore his 
people are called a willing people Pfal.110. and fuchas ferve the 
Lord with gladneffe, Pial. 110.2. Evil men cry out the burden 
of the Lord, and Afal.3. What a wearineffe isit ? 

Partly becaufe being led by him, there ariferh fingular trar- 
quillity, joy and comfort. The work of righteonfnefe fall be 
peace, and the effect of rightecufnefs, quietnefs and afJurance for 
ever, 1f.32.17. Ye fhall go out with joy,and be led forth with 
peace, J/. 55 12. The paths wherein God leads us, they area 
way fet on one fide with trees of delight, and onthe other 

-fide with rivers of pleafures, 

6. His leading is dattus falararis, It is a fafe leading, fo Duus faluta 
that the Sus fhall not burn us by day, nor the Moon by might. rhs. 
Though Pharaoh follows behind and a red fea {wells before 
us, yet he fafely led his people from Egypt to Canaan. Though 
there are many calamities, many errors, many temptati. 
ons, many rebellions, accompanying us, yet God will 
lead us victorioufly with an high hand from fin, the world 
and Devil, till he brings us to heaven, P/al.73.4. Thos fhalt 
guide me with thy counfel, and afterward recesve me into 

lory. 

à y. Laftly his leading is ductus fideli . It is a faithful leading, Dudus fidelis, 
whats that ? . 

Such a leading as will not miflead us, Seducunt multa, du- 
cant pauca: Ifomael mifguided the men of Shechem and killed 
them, fer.41.6.7. The pillarof fire and clend led the I/raelites 
the right and bet way. The Star led the wife men dircdtly to 
Chrift. Becaufe God is effentially Truth and Omnifcience, 
therefore he is capable of error no way, neither in Effendo, nor 
in Dirigendo, neither in nature, nor counfel, but knowes all the 
wayes to heaven, and guides and directs us onely in them,Prev. 
4.1%. I have Ld thee in right paths. 

Such a leading as will not fail ns: \Whathe {peaks to 7ojbua, 
is true concerning the leading of all his people,/ wid never leave 
thee nor forfake thee. All of them may fay as David, in Pfal. 
48.14. This God is onr Ged for ever and ever, he Will be our 

Sz guide 
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guide unto death, Mofes \eads the people to the borders of 
Canaan, and thenhedies: The Divel/leadsusonto finas the 
high Priefts did adas to betray his Mafter, and then he 
leaves us, 
But che Lord will {till be our Guide , he will fill fhewus the 
way, keep us to the way, draw us on in the way till we come to 
7 our journies end. 
Why fhould Queft, 3. But why foould converted perfons need the leading 
converted pere of God ? Other perfons may, but for them, who have received 
fons need the Grace already and ftrength, &c. 
leadingofGod S47, J anfwer, There is great need of Gods leading them by 


They have : mm * ni à 
= read. efficacious Grace in directing , exciting, aflifting , co-operat- 


ng &c. 

In refpect of k . Inrefpe& of the Imbecillity that is in their Graces. Grace 
Ua ora (eonfidered in this life) though it be a fweet plant , yet it is but 
a cele Sree a plant very tender, and though it bea pleafant child, yet but 
-a child very weak. Though God doth put forth or thew his 
armintheimplanting of it, yet beingtranfplanted and left to - 
it felf, it is no fufficient foundation, no. complete Guide or Lea- 
der. You know the infufficiency of created Grace in Adam , 
wanting a fpecialafliftance. And we read of the beft Saints 
that they have been grievoufly.and quickly foiled, when left to 
themfelves, they have been inftantly mifled by fears and inor- 
` dinate affections, as you read in Abraham, Davidy Hezekiah, . 

Peter. Avery weak Chriftian gets ground when God leads 
him, and avery {trong Chriftian loofeth his way if ‘God leaves 


him. 
Inrefpe& of . 2, Inrelpect of the difficulties which are in the way: Though 
the Difficulties rishteous paths be heavenly and holy, yet many times-are 
a in they made ftormy and uneafie. The J/raelires journey 
i was to Canaan, but they muft paffe through a red fea, and a Wil- 
derneffe. Firk The Chriftians journey is to heaven, but there is a 
Red Sea of many affli@ions- and -perfecutions with which he 
muft be Baptifed, and there are many Defarts of moft difcou- 
raging temptations ; fometimesit may go hard with the body, 
and with the eftate, and for the world, amansenemies fhall be 
thofe of his own houfhold,and Satan hath many a fiery dart, 
not only in violent fuggeftions, but likewife in erroneous fedu- 
Ctions; flight of men , and cunning craftine/s, lying in wait to 
i he i Äi deceives. 


en ened 


` 
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„deceive, Eph.4.14. To paffe through all which couragioully 
and evenly, we have fingular need of God himfelf to be our 
Guide or Leader, to hearten us in the way,to keep us in the way 
that we fall neither to the left hand, nor to the right, that we 
faint not, nor be turned out of the way , that we fall not from 
him, &c. 

3. Inrefpect of that erroneous aptnelfe in ws, even the belt of fn refpe& of 

us; erroris manifold, and truth fimple; many wayes to miffe chat Erroneous 
the mark, one only to hitit, faid Æriftotle in his Ethicks. We spinels in us. 
arevery apttoerr: In our fudgments, and therefore the A- 
poftle compares us to the chaff, which every wind feverally and 
eafily tofleth, Epb.4.14. with P/al.1.4. andto little children , 
who are led every way with every toy. Do but obferve inthis 
City the perpetual experience of this, for thereis not any error 
revived and dreffed up ina little new fafhioning , but prefently 
many are reeling and ftaggering, they are apt (like to children) 
to change an old piece of gold, fora new fine counter, fo thefe, 
to let go old Truths for refined errors. In our Praétifes: Da- 
vid profeffeth as much in Pfal.119 176. Ihave gone aftray like 
a loft foeep. Our foot-fteps are ftill ready to flde; generally the 
examples of men prevail more with us, and their opinions more 
then the Rule of Gods Word: Vivimas exemplis non legibus. 
In our Affections, and therefore for perfons fakes we fuddenly 
{wallow down many errors. 

4. Chriftians muft make progrefe in Grace, as well as find anChriftians 
entrance of Grace ; their path muft be as the shining of the Sun „muk make pro~ 
more and more tothe perfet day. They are to-work out their &telsia G.ace, 
Salvation, and toadd to their Faith Virtue, &c. and to abound 
more andmore, But this cannot be without Gods leading of 
them; you may expect thata child thould increafe without a- 
ny nurfing , as well as that a Chriftian fhould abound in Grace 
without Gods leading. As there is no birth,fo no growth with- 
out his influence. 

5. Laftly, In refpet of thar bachwardneffe that is in cur Spi-1a relped of 
rits : The flef is weak, faith Chrift. The journey to Heaven isthe Backward- 
up the Hill, we failagainft Wind and Tide. The Z/raelites ice P h , 

. ; r Spirits, 
their paffages were ever and anon weary and fitting down, and 
thinking of returming into Egypt. David himfelf thinks, Z 
feall one day perifo by the hand of Sansi. Ab! we a ll 
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hearts of our own after all knowledg, eflayes, experiences yet 
willing co ftand ftill, allchac we can do fometimes can do no- 
thing with them; we cannot bring them on in that cheerful- 
nefle of fervice to God. They areapt toclofe with tempta- 
tions, and with carnal excufes, and with impediments or dif- 
couragements, and therefore we need the Lord to guide 
us, to quicken and exciteus, to worke in us, and withus f 
and for us. 

The firt Ule, fhall be to inform us of the great love of God toa 
wards bis people, whom heis pleafed not to leave, but to guide 
and lead, to make and keep, toraife up and lead. This is a mer- 
cy to beadmired of us, and to be celebrated with all affectio- 
nate praifes; if the Lord fhould leave us to our felves , to our 
own ftrength, how quickly wenld cur graces ftop ? we can do no 
good without him, our fhip, though well built , would be ina 
calm without the gale of his fpirit , our fire would hardly burr, 
nor our candle fhine: Jt would be with us as with the wheels 
ina Watch, if you take of the fpring they all ite fill and move 
not, ifthe Lord doth not exert his actual influence, we can a& 
nothinginany grace, at leaft Victorioufly we cannot. How 
quickly foould Wwe mifcarry? Like children, ftumble atevery 
itone, or like the blinde , fall into every {ditch. Temptations 
and corruptions though for a while they migbt meet with a tit- 
tle faint refiftance, yet would they quickly conquer us; weare 
but a glaffe fafe only in bis hand, and a fhip, broken without 
his Pilot-fhip. How foul was the fal of David , the pride of 
Hezekiah, the denial of Peter, The beft men willappearto be 
menifGod be not their guide. A Ship without a Pilot, an 
Army without a General, a Sheep without a Shepherd,a Child 
withouta Nurfe, a Chriftian without a God leading and guid- 
ing, areallofthem in a dangerous condition, Why? then 
it muft be a merciful Love which God fhews to us to leade us, 
fo that Graces are kept, and Graces ftand, and Graces work , 
and we are hitherto preferved from many a fin. 

2. It may likewife inform us, That We have no caufe to glory 
in our own ftrength, Let not the wife man glory in his wifdem , 
neither lectke mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich 
man gloryin his riches, but let kim that glorieth, glory in this, 
that he knoweth me, &c. Jer.9.13,14. The fame I fay unto 

every 


Ver.3. 


~ 
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every one of us, Let us not glory in ourownarm , in our own 
wifdom, in our own abilities, but inGod  Artthou converted 
and renewed? whofe Grace wasit which made that differential 
change? Artthouefcaped fromthe ftrength of fucl a tem- 
ptation, or of fuch a corruption ? haft thou ftrength to delire 
good, andawilltodelightin good , and actual power todo 
good? Bleffe not thy felf, but thy God; magnifie not thy 
ielf, but thy Leader. Certum eft nos velle cum velamus fed ille 
facit ut velimus bonnm : Certum eft nos facere cum facimus fed 
ille tacit, ut faciamus prebendo vires efficaciffimas voluntate, 
faid S. Avfin, lib.de Grat. & lib.arb.c.16, It was thy God 
who led thee out of thy temptation and ftrengthned thee againft 
thy corruption, and wrought in thee to will and to do,who di- 
rected thy foot-{teps,and eftablifhed thy goings, and preferved 
thy wayes. 
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3. Do even Converted perfons need God for their Leader ? goltow God 
Then let them be fo humbly wife and careful, as having him for thy Leader. 


their Leader, to follow him; Divine guidanceis a merciful ftar , 
which though other men regard nor, yet the wife men will look 
after and follow. To inforce this upon you, confider a few par- 
ticulars, 


Firft, That asthereisno God like to him, /o there os 70 Theres no 


Guide like unto him; other guides are utterly falfe or extremely guide lik: God, 
Nox 


imperfect, 


Carnal reafon is a better wrangler then conductor,and more Carnal Resfon 


apt to difpute againft the true Guide, then to leade us unto 
him, or after him, and therefore the Apoftle affirms thatthe 
fecular wifdom of men, ts but foolifbneffe with God. 


The judgments of men, though in fome things they are cre- The Judges 
ditable, and may lead intheir order, and degree, and limitati- en's of men, 


on, as a Serjeant fometimes leads a company , yetarethey not 
infallible and fimply incapable of Error. 


The Pope, (whom the Papifts cry up for a God, and to whofe The Pope, 


chair they afcribe fuch unerring power) yet even He cannot 
juttly challenge more infallibility then his fuppofed Predeceffor 
S. Peter, who gave fome connivance to a dangerous miftake in 
Doctrinals, as appears by $,Pau/s reprehenfion of him,Ga/ 2. 
Ard alfoerred in practicals , as appears in the denial of hs 
Matter. | 

That. 
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That the Pope may err in Life, it is granted by all under- 
ftanding writers ; Bellarmin is notagainft Error in Converfa- 
tion. And Hofius the Cardinal (if it be he who drewup the 
Lib;de Rom. Synodof Petrikovia) {peaks freely, Non omnes eos habent vite . 
Pont.c.8. Santtitatem, habent tamen unttionts fanttitatem, though they 
C4p.29.P48-25- have the Sanctity of office and calling, yet all of them have not 
the fandtity of life orconverfation. Si udas ef , quandoqui- 
dem A poftolus eft, nihil emoveat, quod fur eft, well {poken. Nay, 
moreover as he may and doth err in Converfation ( fome of 
the Popes have been Conjurers, Sodomites, forcerers, &c. ) fo 
he may errin Doctrine or Predication. Why elfe thofe pro- 
vifions by the Canonifts, de deponendo Papa in cafu Harefeos, 
which Cajetan relatesin his book de poteftate Pape & (onci- 
lu, C.17. 
Lib.gdeRom, . Yea, Bellarmin himfelf (one of the ftrongeft Champions 
Pont. 7. Pops that ever thc Pope had) confeffeth, That the Pope, of himfelf, 
ex natura (ua may fall into herefie. And then that is but a ridiculous evafi- 
poteft incidere on of his, That though the Pope be an heretick, yet he cannot de- 
inHarein, fine heretically;for he who isan heretickis ofall other the moft 
apt to vent and maintain his herefie, becaufe perverfenefs, and 
obftinacy,and pride are natural to an heretick.Nay,and Cajetan | 
(loc. cit.) lets fall words, which ifthey do not intimate herefie, 
yet, at leaft,fomething worfe then it, That the fentence of ( /e- 
gent the Pope prevailed before the opinion of 7ohn the Evan- 
gelit, in Dotrina Fidei , ina bufineffe of Faith, And all the 
world knew that chs the22 and Nicholas the 3 did de- 
cree (even in matters of Faith ) contrary one to another. 
And as among the judgments of men, the Pope is not 
Councils, afafeGuide, foneitherthe Judgments of Councils, whe- 
ther general or particuiar are fit to be abfolute Guides or Leads 
ers, much leffe fuch Councils as were neither general nor Or- 
thodox. Though next to the Scripture, lawful Orthodox, ge- 
neral Councils are of higheft Authority and not to be flighted , 
yetfimply and abfolutely they are not infallible, nor of the 
fame authority with theunerring Scriptures. What is natural- 
Jy incident to every one, by a meer concourfe or meeting of 
many, doth not priviledge any one, faid Ockham in Diolog, 
c.59. Non mutatur à loco quod datar a natura faid wickliff. And 
S, An ftin telisthe Donatifts, thatthe former plenaria concilia 
were 
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were mended by the latter , if mended, then not unerring. 
Nay, to deal plainly, there wasa Cozncs/ (furely ic was that of 
Conftance, was it not inthe time of fokn Hus and Hierem of 
Prague ?) which xen chftante Chrifli inffitatione notwithhtand- 
ing the Inftitution of Chrift, took away the Cup in the Sacra- 
ment,&c. And we plainly read an expreffe variance with that 
ancient Council of Conftantinople inthe time of Coxftantin a- 
gaint Images; and the Council of Rome, under Pope Stephen, 
the one concluding for them, asthe former did againft them. 
Surely diffent from Gods word, and diffent among themfelves, 
muft neceflarily imply fallibiliy and error. 

Come we down from thefe to the judgments of the Fathers: guthers, 
We may fay of them as Duixtillian doth of the Orator , That 
he is Hemo optimas , homo tamen, the choiceftofmen, yeta 
man; oras we fay of the Stars, Heavenly and high creatures, 
yet twinckling, and of candles, they give a light but with a 
{nuff: So are the Fathers learned men, worthy inftruments of 
good to the Church, and yet not unerring Guides, And there - 
fore Vincentius Lirinenfis faith, That the ancient opinion of 
the Fathers is not to be received in all Queftions , but only in 
fuch things which principally refer to the rule of Faith. And 
here alfo (if Stapleton the Jefuite err not ) they fometimes Con'rcv.3.de 
did forget themfelves, the Eagerneffe of difpute , the Turbu- Mediis l.7.c.16 
lency of paflion , the Limitation of judgment hindring fome- 
times a full fight of what was Truth. Henceis it that S. BW oe wee 
flin (one of the famous of all the Fathers)inhisretraations, alc 
unfaies and mends many things which he had fpoken and deli- 
vered before. Andwho knows not S Ferom miftaken about 
fecond marriages, and Tertallians tincture of Afontanifm . 
and Origen was not clear neither in all his pra@tifes (for be threw 
incenfeintothe fi e) nor in i his Do@trines. J fpeak 


C.39.de Novit, 
Haref. 


not thefe things to caft dirt into their faces, nor out of an ins 
tent to uscover the Fat!ers nakedneffe, but only to let you 
know that there is no Guide like God. Though thofe perfons 
were excellent and ufeful in their own times , and ours now. 
And we do ftill make ule of them as notable Witneffes at the 
Bar, yet we dare not, we may-not fet them up as Judges on the 
Bench,as infallible Guides (ince we find them,every one of them 
in fome thing or other out of the way ,wandring and miftaking. 

T That 
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Any bumane That which I {peak of Councils and Fathers , is afirmable of 
Jucgment. any humane judgment Wwhatfoever and wherefoever. It is not 

fimply infallible, nor muft ic be made a peremptory leader ; this 
isto make the Bell-weather , and not the Shepherd to bethe 
Guide: when we fuck in opinions, and put our feales to them, 
and therefore retain and maintain themas good, only be- 
caufe fuch and fuch perfons thinkand hold fo , as if any im- 
perfec holineffe inheart, or knowledg in jadgment, were a 
priviledge to any from error. Why? the belt Chriftians are 
renewed but in part. and fee butin part, may, and do err and 
fail in many things and therefore are not infallible and abfolute 
Guides. 

The like may be faid of Examples, though of the belt mea 
too: Iconfefle they are goodly draughts, but no perfect co- 
pies, they may do much, but nocall. They arelike a skain of 
filk, which winds quick and fmooth, but ever and anon itis 
{narled and intangled: Or like a finger in a clock which points 
out one hour right, but then for many others it runs too fakt or 
comes on too flow. Examples of men are , in many things, 
abfolutely erroneous,in moft things dangerous, and in all things 
to be followed with caution ; for they act by oppofite princi- 
plesin them, and therefore S. Paw/ himfelf would have the Co- 
vinthians be followers of him no farther then be Was of Chrif, 
1 Cor. I.T. 
` Now if-neither the choiceft of humane Judgments, nor the 
beft of Chriftian Examples be infallible Guides, much leffe are 
the known corrupted Judgments of Papilts, and others, and 
our owncorrupt minds, vile affections, or broken abilities to 
leadus. Only God is the moftabfolute and infallible guide, 
therefore follow him. 

Secondly, As heis the mof infallible Guide, and therefore 
fit to be followed, fo be offers his Guidance, he puts forth his 
hand unto us feveral wayes to lead us, 

1, In his Promifes, Phal. 32.8. I wil inftrui thee and 
teach thee inthe way which thou foalt go, I Will guide thee with 
mine eye. i 

2. In his Counfels ; publick,ofhis Word; private of Friends: 
Ifa.30.21, Thine ears fhall hear a wird behind thee, faying This 
sithe Way, walk ye in it, whenge turn to the right kand , 

ABA 
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and when ye turn to the left. 

3. In the manifold Operations and motions of his Spirit „In the motions 
Which do not only irradiate the mind with the knowledg of of bis Spirit 
Gods way, but likewife do knock at, ftir up, and call, and cry 
unto our hearts, as he to the Benjamites, Do not [o wickediy, or 
as Jeremiah, to the King, J pray.thee let my counfel be accepted 
with thee. 

4. Inevery Affliftion, which is either a whiftleto call us off In every AMi- 
from falfe wayes, or a voice to putus on forward in good °™ 

aths. 
: 5. In every AZercy, which is nothing elfe but a kindneffe of {n every Mercy 
God to lead usunto Repentance , it is a gracious woeing of us 
to fellow him in his directions. 
Thirdly It isan Honenrable thing to follow this Leader.Other t's —— 
Leaders though they have fome dexterity to lead in fome parti- Pilea Goi, 
cular wayes, yet their perfonal Vitioufaeffe doth make much of 
their fervice and obedience under them to be infamous. But 
there is that molt perfe&, unfpotted purity in God ( both for 
being and operation ) that the excellency of his nature doth 
therefore fingularly advance the dignity of his fetvice. There 
is no fervice (we fay) to the fervice ofa King. To follow our 
own lufts, is to follow that which is bafer then Hell, no man 
becomes famous by being wicked; fin is our only blur. To fol- 
low the world jis to follow that which is a thoufand times more 
bafe then our felves: It is as if the mater Should follow the 
commands of his fervant. To follow the fuggeftion of the 
divel, this isevery way contemptible. Itis but to be a flave to 
the great enemy of God and of our own falvation. You can 
follow none but God without fhame and trouble, but to clofe 
with his Guidance, ishis pleafure,and your honour. Aslong 
as the I/raelites, or any of the Kings followed him, they trode 
the Paths of Bleffing, and Wore the Crowns of Glory. 

Fourthly, Itis cnr only fafery to follow his Leading. °Tisicis our only 
not Guidance {imply prefented which doth fecure the Traveller; ae to follow 
If I dire& him the right way , and he will goand walk in the 7° 
falfe way, or by-way, he may meet with theeves, and robbers , 
and many dangers. The Jewes did boaft much of the Temple 
ofthe Lord ; there were the Oracles of God to fpeik and di- 
rect, but their pathing in evil wayes, inthe end, brought them 
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to ruine and defolation. What availsitto havea God to lead 
us, yet we follow our filthy and worldly luks? We may pro- 
fefl2 God to be our Guide and Leader, but if yet we follow our 
own lufts, we fhal! of the flefh reap corruption and the iffue wit! 
be lofe and death. 

Ir will prove Fifthly, Ic will prove ovr bef Comfort, having fuch a Leader 

y) bek Com: to follow him : As many as walk according to this rale, peace 

E be on them, faith the Apoftle, Gal-6.12. A Following of God 

asa Leader: 

1. Isthe mof diftinguifhing mark of our condition and difpofi- 
tion. See Gal.5.17,18, &c. Theeffectual leadings, whether 
by the Spirit or by the Fleth, did diftinguifh the perfon for life 
or death, for heaven or hell. 

2. Isthe goodlief ground for con{cience to raife its excufing , 
r. impreffions, This is the way to find reft to our 

ouls. 

3-Isina fort the foundation of èur hopes for an heavenly pof- 
feflion ; if we follow an holy God, we fhall come at length to 
a faving and glorious God. : 

For the finifhing of this General point, I will propound oaly 
two things more, viz. | ‘ 

Woatwe muk Quelt.1. Phat we maf do.if we would follow Ged as our Guide 

do if we would ayd Leader ? a 

followGod. + Sol. To this Lanfwer thus, i 

Tskepsinsto I. You muft take pains ro know his Voice and his Way; 

know his Voice Prove (faith the Apoftle, Rom.3.2.2.) what is that good, that 

acceptable and perfect will of God. Searchthz Scriptures, faid 
Chrift, Joh.5.39. And, Thy teftimonies are my Counfellors, 
faid David, Pfal 119.24. The people of J/rae/ were to con- 
fult with the @vimand Thummim for their directions. If e- 
ver we would follow God, we muft diligently confult his 
i Word, which contains all his Guidances, and all our duties of 
following. They err, wot knowing the Scriptures: Ignorance 
isthecaufe of Error and of erring; Heb.3.10. They alwayes 
err in their hearts, and they have not known my Wayes. 

Pe. oem We mutt frive to conforms our minds and confciences, our 
f form in all PILS and affections in all things unto that will of God. We 
i thingstothe muk not read the word and defpife it, or hear the word and 

will ofGod, cak the counfels and commands of ic behind our backs : byts as 

h 4 W cn: 
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when a copy is fet, we muft tttive to write afteric ; or when 
the Compaffe is fer, we muft ftrive to fail by it , fo when God 
asour Leader gives us his directions in his word, we mutt en- 
cline our hearts to his te‘timonies ; or when he fuggeits and 
moves our hearts by his Sprit, fecretly convincing us ef his 
way, and putting uson to gointhatway, wemult noc heed- 
Jeffely paffe over, or graceleffely quench thofe motions , by 
hearkening unto our finful lufs , but muft bleffe God for them, 
and cherifh them, endeavouring to act and to obey what 
God makes known unto us, without any delay or any oppofi- 


tion. 


3. We mult deny our felver, our own proud imaginations, Mra 
and the counfels of our own hearts, and corrupt reifonings, kly:s. 


and foolifh wits. If we will make our own hearts the rules 
of our practice, do onely what feems good to us and what we 
can like, we may eafily go on ina finful way, but hereby fhal! 
we be for ever kept off from following of God in his wayes. 
Two things will befallus by exalting our own carnal wifdom ; 
One is, that the foolifhneffe of it will delude and deceive us > 
Another that God will not guide nor dire& us. Therefore 
S: lomon excellently to our purpofeadvifethus, Prov. 3.6. In 
all our wayes to acknoWledge him, and aflures us that if we do fo 
he will then direct our paths, but neither of thefe will be if we 
be wife in our own eyes, if we conceive that weareable of our 
felvesto counfel and diret our felves, therefore he alfo addes 
this advice in the next verfe 7. Be not wife in thine own eyes, fear 
the Lord and depart from evil. Hence it is that David de- 
fcribing this guidance or leading of Godin P/al. 25.4,5. doth 
likewife defcribe the quality of thofe perfonswhom God will 
teach and lead, v. 9. The meek will he guide in judgment, and 
the meek will he teach bis way: if perfons be proud and per- 
verfe, felt-willed and confident, God will leave fuch to their 
own lults, and co the counfel of their own hearts : onely fuch 
partake of his guidance who deny their own wifdom and 
ftrength,and give uptheir wil’sco his will, Pfal.8r.rr. Bas 
my people world nct hearken. Viz So I gave them upto their 
own hearts lufts, andrhey Walked in their owrxcounfels. 


4. Above all you mult beg for the Spirit of God both in his Beg for she” 
direction andin his affifance, Pfal,143.10. Teach me to do thy Spirit of Gods. 


wil 


How muf we 
follow Goc? 


Willingiy. 


— 
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will for thou art my Ged, By thy good Spirit lead me into the 
land of uprightneffe. The Spirit of Godis a Spirit of counfel 
asd underftanding, for the ability of guidance ; and heis called 
the #nétion or ointment ( 1 fob. 2.7.) for the efficacy of gui- 
dance. Oyntmects do free and ftrengthen, and enable the 
joynts for motion and fervice, fo ec. Your directions may at 
any time be read in the word of God, but the following of 
them, that ftrengch comesfrom the Spirit of God, which can 
open an heart as well as anear, and therefore this Spirit is pro- 
mifed to be given for this end, not onely to enlighten and renew 
us, but alfo to direct and enable us, Ezek. 36.27. J will put my 
Spirit within you and caafe youto Walk in my fRatutes, and ye 
foall keep my judgments, and do them. 

Luef. 2. But how for the manner muft we follow our 
Leader ? 

Sof. Iconjecture thus ; 

1. Volenter, willingly: Draw me, faith the Church, Cant. 
1.4. and 1 Will run after thee. Its true there wasno moving 
on before a drawing , (moti movemus, & atti agimus) but be- 
ing drawn, now fhe runs. The people of God do not follow 
their Leader as a Bear moves to the fake, but asa child doth 
follow hisnurfe cheerfully. O tha: my wayes were fo diretted 
that I might keep thy teftimonies, Pfal.119. 5. They are never 
better pleafed then when they can follow Divine directions, and 


_ therefore David in the fame Pfalm ver.24. faith, Thy teftimc- 


Before and a- 
bove all. 


nies are my delight, and my counfellors: they are counfellors to 
many, but delights to few, toa David they are both my de- 
light and my counfellors. 

2, Eminenter: before all and above all, yea againft all 
which would lead us contrary to Gods leading. J hate 
every falfe way laid David Pfal.119.104. He was fo far from 
following a falfe way that he abhorresict. We all prefefle (ac- 
cording to truth) that the Scriptures are of Divine Authort- 
ty (2 Tim.3.16. All Scripture is given by infpiration of God) 
if fo, then they are of higheft and moft fupreme authority. For 
who may be equal with God? orwhat authority dares pretend 
fo high as his? therefore he is to be followed before and above 
all. Ail commands or leadings befides Gods, are either the 
commands of enemies, which we ought to refift, or of fena 

“i whic 
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which therefore muft veil and give way to the commands of the 
great God their Malter. Sometimes others leadings are con- 
tradiftin@ to Gods or fubordinate ,and move us virtute im- 
preffa, not fo much propria © innata. If I find man leading 
me in his command to what is lawful, I follow him becaufe God 
in his word leads me fotodo. If I find man leading mein his 
command to what is finful , I leave him and look up to my fu- 
preme leader who commands me to be led onely in thart which. 
he commands and warrants me to do. 

3. Totaliter, AMafter, faid a certain Scribeto Christ, Mat. 
8.19. Iwill follow thee whicherfoever thou goef. He fpake it 
(1 doubt) out of a rafhoftentation, but we muft fay the fame 
out of a deliberate refolucion, wherefoever our guide leads us 
there muft we havean heart to follow: where God hath nota 
voice to {peak, there I confeffe itis not a Gn if we have not an 
ear to hear, but wherefoever he fets up his lightof precept to 
injoyn us, there muft our hearts find fome meafure of wills and 
affeAions endeavouring to follow him. Whatfoever duty it be, 
or whatfoever condition it be,though much againft our corrupt 
hkings, eafe,delights, as we muft follow God before others, fo 
him againft our felves. And indeed there is the fame reafon 
for our following in every precept asinany one. The reafon 
of our obedience being not disjunctive of either this or that, 
but copulative, for every thing which God is pleafed to injoyn, 
whether in Actives or Paflives. 


4. Fortiteror Voerilicer, couracioufly and undauntedly. It Undaunzedly. 


isconfeffed that in following God as our Leader we fhall meet 
with (as God willing you may fee hereafter) many inward re. 
Juctancies and withdrawings of Spirit, as alfo with many out- 
ward difficulties and difcouragements from the world, If we 
will not have the world and fin to be our leaders, we fhall be 
fure co have them to be our troublers: if they cannot feduce us 
toanill way, they will oppofe usina good way, But yet if 
we fee God before us asa guide, we mutt, like the fhip,rife above 
all waves,and through all weathers be led by him, either he 
willremove difficulties, or fultain us againftthem. What du- 
ty is it which God commands for which he will not give 
ftrength to perform , and upon the performance , comfort ? 
Three things we are fure of, by following of him, his 1. A//’- 

france, 


_ Berfeveringly. 


Deltr.2. 
God leads his 
pecplein the 
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fiance, 2. Proteétion, 3. Comfort. As long as we are under 
his gu.dance we are afcertained,of his prote@ion as well as of his 
aflittance. Lather would do his work though there were as 
many devils as tiles upon the houfes of VVormes ; and S. Paul 
would rather be led to death then to be mif-led or hindred from 
duty. No mans heart needs to fail or fear, whiles he is follow- 
ing of a guide who is in himfelf unconquerable and will permit 
none of his feliowersto be loft. 

5. Perfeveraster. We mutt follow h'm in duty as he follows 
us in mercy, viz. all the dayes of our lives, -This God is our 
Ged and will be our guide even unto death. fo David Phl. 48.14. 
To follow Godin our youth, and then to be led by the world 
inour age; to follow his precepts in adverfity, and our own 
Jufts in profperity ; to be forward after him when times favour 
the wayes of his precepts,and to fhrink back from him when 
the fervice of him may prove dangerous, this fhews the diftin@ 
hypocrifie of our hearts, that we never followed him out of 
intire love (as the wife follows the husband ) but upon merce- 
nary refpects, as they folowed Chri? fer the loaves. Itis an 
extreme folly (beGides iniquity) that men follow Gods leading 
but awhile: They do not confider that he leads us to Gry as 
wellasto Duty, and that the farther we are led on by him the 
neerer we areto that glorious happinefle which is the fcope of 
all his leading. But vain man for vain things leavinga good 
God and guide, at once difcovers much rottenneffe of heart, 
and alfo incurres the judgment of Apoftates, which is for ever 
to be left of God whom they have left and forfaken. Thus 
have you the general nature and ufe of Gods leading, now I 
come more intimately to the wayes wherein hz leads, termed in 
this verfe, The paths of righ:couf{ueffe, and fo I cometo the 
fecond Propofition, which is this , -0 

That God leadeth his people in the paths of righteonf- 
nefe: > 


For the explication of which Affertion thefe particulars 


paths of rigb- are inquirable - 


ceoufnefs, 


1. Whatthe paths of righteoufneffe are: 
2. What it isto be led in thofe paths: - 

3. Why God leadeth his people in righteous paths: 
4. What ufeful application of this to our felves: 


p LA 
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Linest.2. What the paths of righteou/neffe are ? Whar the paths 


Sol. A’path (in the general) is nothing elfe but an open, and 4 rig bteoul- 
beaten way or tract to walk in: now advance the term from anes are. 
Corporal to a Spiritual confideration, There are two forts of 
paths wherein men may be faid to walk : hak 

Some are called erroneous and falfe wayes ; the Scriptures Erroneous and 
fometimes call thefe crooked paths, becaufe they do not lead usfaile pachs, 
directly to heaven, but wind off. Sometimes our own paths, 
becaufe they are not wayes of Gods inftitution, but of our own 
invention, Sometimes paths nor eaft up, Jer.18.15. in oppofi- 
tion to ancient and eftablifhed and perufed wayes prefcribed by 
God, and infifted in by the old faithful fervants of God. Thefe 
paths are thofe of infidelity, and impenitency , and im- 

iiy. - 
~ Others are called right, or righteous paths, and the Scriptures ior teb- 
ftile chem fometimes the ancient paths, Jer.18.15. becaufe of a teous foi, 
precedent antiquity to finful paths; fometimes good paths, be 

caufe of the benefit which doth refule upon walking in them, 
fometimes the paths of the Lord, becaufe God appoints and ap- 
proves of them, fometimes pes of life becaufe onely the 
living, fuch asare enlivened from the dead walk in them and è 
eventually alfo they tend and bring us to eternity of life. 

In this place they are called paths of righteoufnefe, which a- thich sre; 
gain are two-fold, either , ` 

1. Doflrinal; in which refped the precepts of God are cal- p@rinal. 

led, The Paths of righteoufneffe, if I miftake not, very frequent- 
ly in Pfal,119. and not without reafon, becaufe asa Path is a 
rule to a maninhis journey, and that, if which he will ftill fol- 
low, willaffuredly bring him to his journeys end. fo the pre- 
cepts of God are the rules of our lives, according to-which if 
we do fquare them, everlafting life would be the end of that 
journey. - 

2. Or praétical: and this path of the righteous is that which psayegit, 
the Scripture calls the path of the juft, or the way of good mer, 
Ifa.26,7. and the paths of uprightneffe, Prov.2.13, Itis bene 
vivendi ftudium, or jufte vivendi inftitutum, anorder of our 
life and wayes according to the righteous will of God. Hence 
that of David Pfal.1 19.105. Thy word ws a light unto my 
path, and 133. Order my freps in thy werd. And they are 

u l called 


Two forts of 
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called paths in the plural number, not for diverfity, but for 
number, and: fomeof them refpe@t 1. God, 2. Man. Thefe 
are the paths of righteoufneffe fpoken of inthe Text, Namely, 
righteous wayes. The ordering of our hearts and lives accord- 
ing to theright line or rule which is Gods word, a courfe, not 
anact. - 

Whatitisto  2%#/#.2. What is it-to be led in the paths of righteoul- 

be lead in paths nefle ? — 

of righteouf- Sol, There isa two-fold leading 

nefe. ` 1., Reprefentative, which is the direction or prefcribing. 

A two-fold unto us the particular wayes of an holy life. 


a 2. Caufative, which adminifters ftrengch for the treading 

E, : | -of thefe paths, and this is again two-fold, either 

Which is, 1. Initial which isa leading into the paths of righteoufnefle, 

Initial. the fetting of a man into wayes righteous and pleafing unto 
God. s 

Progreflive, 


2. Progrefive, which isa leading in the paths, &c. (ie.) a 
caufing to walk:and move. of in thofe paths in which we are 
entred, fo thatthe fummeof the Propofition is this, That God 
doth caufe his people to come into, and to walk in righteous. 
è wayes. Hof.14.9. The wayes of the Lord are right, andthe 
jot hall walk in them. : 

And they are called righteous paths; or wayes, partly, 
Becaufe the righteous God prefcribes ther. . ` 
‘Becaufe the righteous perfon onely walks iz thim. Good 
wayes are ftrange wayes to bad men, perhaps upon occafions. 
they may be driven into them, but onely righteous perfons are 
. Ted in-them and walk in them, i i 
Becaufe they are the wayes which are the right and onely ways 
‘to leadius to our jourfneys end. > 
Why doth God Queft.3. But why doth the Lord propound righteous paths 
leadinrigh- to his fervants, and caufe them to walk in them ? 
tcouspaths? Sol. Reafonshereof arethefe; God leads his people in paths 
of , &c. } 


? 


m Fiv}, Becaufethey are paths and wayes (uitable to his own 
eens SOW nature, Every Leadér hath wayes fuitable co his own nature: 


the devil leads in wayes like himfelf, finful, vile, unclean, ec. 

And God leads in wayes fuitable to him; he isan holy God and 

sere Ree it Oly, Eye a MERE OO, A 
fores- 


Se 
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fore leads his people in righteous paths. 

Secondly, Righteous paths are the beft paths, therefore They sre the 
God leads his people in righteous paths. Ged is the beft belt paths. 
God, his people are the beft people, and righteous paths are the 1° oan 
beft paths. Belt in many refpects : TER 

1. No paths fo boly and clean. Sinful paths are alwayes Tits no, ait r 
tyand unclean; there is no excellency in them becaufe they a ii Me, 
are made up-of nothing but fins. What a bafe life isthac ~ 
wherein every ftep is but a difhonor to God, and en acting of 
the devils command? and detlements, pollutions, cc. But 
righteous paths are holy, fo //4. 35.8. the high-way fhall be 
called a Way of holineffe , and becaufe holy, therefore beft ; for 
holineffe is the beft of excellencies. 

2. Norfo/afe. The wayof the wicked feduceth them,Prov. So (afe, 
12.26. Nothing expofeth us to more hazard chen a finful 
way , falfe wayes are alwayes unfure, many {nares and dan- 
gers. The Ifraelites were like to have loft all their lives by 
ftepping into a finful way, Exed.32.25. but righteous wayes 
thoughthey may be more difficult to walk in, yet they are 
moft ftrongly guarded; another way may be quick, but the 
Kings way is fafe, It is fafe to bein the Kings work and in 
the Kings way. Righteon{neffe keepeth bim that ss upright in 
the way, Prov.13.6. Noman walks in a righteous path but 
is fure of defence , whiles we follow Gods guidance, his great 
providence follows us. 

3. Nor fo pleafane. All good paths are paths of pleafant- Spl cafsn:. 
nefs,in evil paths. a man muft- drudge long for a little delight and 
that goes faft enough off with much horror of confcience,and fe- 
eret bitterneffe ; but every righteous ftep(likea Rofe){prouts up 
with frefher {weetneife, in a good way, aman hath the 
company of a good God, and the peace of a good con- 
{cience. 

4. Nor fo howcrable:Wicked wayes are ever moft fhame-¢, 
ful, and therefore when evil men boaft of their fins, they are 
faid ro glory in their hame He who dares to crack his confcience, 
tekes the quick way tocrack hiscredit. Thefeed of evil doers 
fhall never be renowned; but righteous wayes are credit- 
able: a good report (like the Phoenix) rifeth out of a 
good life. Nohonor likethat which is gotten by a greci- 

U2 ous 


honorabie. 
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ous heart and a righteous walking, Pa 
i= Thirdly, Righteous wayes are the right way toheaven.God * - 
wg A will lead his people in fach wayes wherein, , 
clef Jiri 1. He may receive glory from them; 
heayen. 2. They may receive glory from him. But a walking 
in righteous paths are, a 
1, The onely paths to. éring him glory. An evil life is 
nothing elfe but Gods difhonor and our ruine. God hath 
active glory by walking up unto his word, forafmuch as what is 
-= contrary to his word, is contrary to his honor. 
2.The only paths which bring us to bis glory, Wickedneffe overe 
throwes the finnersy Prov.13.6. Itis faid of wicked wayes, 
that calamity and deftruttion are in them, Rom.3.16. and 
damnation toe, 2 Pet.2.2. but wayes of holineffe are paths of 
happinefle, Prov. 12.28. in the way of righteou/neffe is life 
(and it tends to life, Prov. 11.19,) and in the path Way thereof 
there 1s no death. All other wayes meet with death either naturak 
or fpiritual,or eternal, but a righteous path knows no death and 
ends in life, it fhall bring us to an end, but that is life ecernal. 
Thepeopleof = 4tbly, How fhould the people of God be known to be his people 
we sc) he did not lead them in righteons paths: a child is known by 
Foes ' bis doing faith Solomon and thetree by his fruit, faid Chrif, 
paths,. and every man by his walking. Thefe are the peculiar and di- 
| ftinguifhing paths. Other wayes are common, the worft of 
men walkin them, being unconverted, walking after their own: 
l imaginations, and ferving divers lafts ; and belides They muft 
not walk as others walk, Ephef.4.17. But where God chang- 
eth the nature; there he makes the perfon change his path or 
courfe of his life,as you fee in Panl, and in allothers who are: 
converted, they go aquite-contrary courfe, leaving the wayes 
of finand now walking in- paths of righteoufneffe, and here-- 
by hoa and known to be the people of that holy: 
God: 
Their graces. 5 Lajfly, Their- graces would never be exereifed, nor fins’ 
couldnotbe Jubdued, were not the paths righteous, &c. 
exercifed, nor For what is the exercife of grace, but a motion ina righteous: 
fins fubdued path, graces breaking out, working, walking? if grace were: 
tre ye only beftowed for our converfion and not for our converfation ,. 
— *tis granted then-paths of righteoufnefs were acciicl aa OG. 
$ — a -= 2 b e 3 gain: 
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Again, Righteous paths are they which meet with the wayes 
of our finful lufts,and oppofe and expel them ; as I fhall thew 
you prefently. Therefore God will lead us in righteous paths 
to fubdue thereby our unrighteous wayes. 

Now let’s come tothe Application of all this to our felves. Vfe 
Doth God lead his people in paths or wayes of Righteou/neffe ? Examine whac 
then Jet ss reflect upon our [elves and examin What the paths and ate che pachs 
wayesare wherein we walk, are they Gods paths, righteous a - 
paths, yea, or no? Confider, "on 

1. There are divers paths and wayes that men may walk in, There vedi- 
befides the paths of righteonfneffe: The Scripture reckons a va- vers paths that 
riety of paths and wayes ; as wayes of our own hearts, Solomons men walk in, 
Yonker will walk in them, Eccle/.11.9. And wayes of dark. oend% ia 

; : i xhs of Rizb- 
nefe, Solomons evil man will walk in them, Prov.2.12,13. And sasutners 
Of our own devices, Jer.18.12. the fuperftitious man will walk 
inthem. There is nota finner but hatha path of hisowa , a 
way wherein he walks, but none of them are righteous, though 
they may feem right in his eyes. 

2. Though every man hath a Path to wa'k in, yet naturally ni urglly the 
the way of righteou/neffe we donot know: They are all gene out way of Righ- 
of the way, Rom 3.12, As foon as we found the way of fin, teoufnels we 
we loftthe path ofrighteoufneffe ; and like blind men, though “0 no: know. 
we grope, yet we cannot hit on the right way , we go astray 
from the very womb: Of all paths, we are moft apt co take the 
wrong, 

3. Of all Paths to walk in, our hearts are moft averfe to thefe: And are mole 
What infinite difpuces againit them , objections, andun-fub- averle to chem. 
jeQions of fpirit? Though we fee hell ac the end of other 
waye:, and heaven at the end of thefe Paths, we can hardly 
perfwade men either to approve them, orto ftep into them. 
Nay, though other wayes have been hedged with thorns, 
though they have ftuck many an arrow in our fides, yea, and in 
eur con(ciences, yet we refule to walk inthe wayes of mghte- 
oufneffe. Nay,though upon the very entrance in thefe wayes 
we have experimentally met with better peace, and more blef- 
fing, yer, &c. 

4. What avails it though Pathes of Righteou{neffe be pro- To know them 
pounded unto you, a nd that you do know them, tf all this while you ae pretiz 

: : A us it we dare | 
arenotled in thofe paths of Righteonfnefe, but walk in paths of por walk ia. ` 
INIQUITY ? cheg, - 
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iniquity ? Gods pleafed by his Pioniers to lay open the right 
Paths and Wayesunto you; and we call upon you,and befeech 
yon to walk in the paths of life. How will you anfwer the Lord, 
if yer againft all light you choofe unto your felvesthe paths of 
fin, and death, and hell > . | 

Obj. But wiil fome reply, Surely the Paths that we are ledin 
are thofe of Righteoufnefle, for we do know God, ferve himas 
well as the beft of them all,and God forbid that we fhould take 

~ “any ilf courfe, l 
That yeu may, S07. But that you may not be deceived, let’s a little ex- 
not be deceived amine, m 
conhidtr, 1, The Properties of the Paths of Righteoufneffe. 

2. The Properties of fuch perfons who are qualified to walk 
inthem. And fo may it appear whether we be led'inthem 
indeed. 

The Properties 1. The Properties of righteous Paths are thefe, 
a ee 1. They ave Supernatural, not only for invention, .q. a 
They are $u- Meer natural man could never find out fucha pious courfeof o- 
ptrnatural,  bedience,but likewife for inclination, It exceeds all the ftrength 
< of meer nature,to inable any perfon to walk in righteous paths,- 
To fteer the courfe of our life bya Divine rule, and for Divine 
Glory , nature may oppofe this, but inableto this it cannot : 


> It cannot fo much as feethisway , much leffe caufe us to walk 
mit. - 

They are Dif- . 2° They are Difficult: It is more difficult to creep ina’ 

ficult. righteous Path, then to runin a wicked Way, for the motion 


in the one hath all the ftrength and concurrence of nature ; like 
a bowl, whofe own weight and figure hurries it down the hill, 
but the motion of the other is through ftrong Tides and Storms 
of rebellion and oppofition. We muft wreftleout our wayin 
the other, as the Ifraelites fought the way to Canaan. It’s like 
the way which a Souldier muft make through the body of an 
Army. Many temptations, perfecutions, fufferings, hinderars 
ces from our felves, our own corrupt flefh oppofeth us in this 
way, by many corrupt reafonings, unbelievings , fears, and 
fatan, both in himfelfand the world, doth way-lay us and with- 
{tand our paflage. Itisto mealwayes fufpitious when a man 
is quickly good, and can eafily do good ;> when he makes no- 
thing of going in the way to heaven, which though every a 
got 
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good man accounts the belt courfe , yet he finds it the hardeft. 
Eafy pacesand walks ufually are decittul and falfe, 

3. They are Holy: Contrary unto, and conflicting with, They art Holy 
and expunging out all falfe and (inful wayes. The Aftronomers 
havea meer ficton of the Celeltial Orbs, that they move at the 
fame time with contrary motions, v. g. from Weft to Eatt, 
and from Eaft co Welt, One ts proper, and the other is adventi- 
tions from the motion of the Primum mobile. There isan abfo- 
lute impoffibilicy for the fame celeftial body i totam, thus to 
move. I fay the like of our Walking, righteous walking is 
quite contrary to unholy walking ; itis fo far from a compati- 
bility, that ic ftands at much repugnancy with it , Eph.4.17. 

Walk not as other Gentiles, inthe vanity of tbeir mind, Ver.18. 
Alienated from the lifeofGod. Ver.19. Who being paft feeling. 
Ver.20. But ye have not fo learned Chrif. Ver.21./f ye have 
been taught as the trun) isin fefus. Vet.22. And have put ` 
oT, ee, 

fe They are frait, and not winding and crocked: And They are frait 
therefore righteous paths are many times in Scripture called , 
right, or ftrait paths which lietwixt two extremes, or if you 
will, which directly lead you to the view of heaven; fo that 
here is at once a double evidence of our wayes and paths, whe- 
ther they be righteous or not. 

One isa reétitude of conformity, fo far as they keep propor- 
tion with the rule; inthe defect, not omitting any proper du- 
ty, and inthe exceffe, not going in any {inful commiffion, fo 
far are they righteous. Righteous paths lie level with the rule 
and with theend; aman may fee falvation and heaven at the 
ead of them. 

Another is, a ref#ituae of Tendancy , when they keep a pro- 

portion, a regular proportion to the chief end, asall right 
means do. Are our paths of walking fuch? (I do not ffeak 

now of particular facts, but of habitus! courfes) are they fuch 
ashold any proportion with theRule? are they ftrait to 

it,and even? or do they not altogether fwerve and are crooked 2 

do drunkenneffe, (wearing, whoring, lie level with the Rule? 

And whether tend the courfes of our converfatlon? Do they 

tend todivine glory and our own falvation? Do you think 

that a courfe.of drunkennueffe , profanation of the p 
5 woride. 
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worldlineffe, idleueffe, filthineffe, omiffion of good duties, are 
the right lines which will bring you to eternal life? or that 
God is glorifiedbythem? All vagaries, either on the right 
hand by fuperftition, or on the left hand by profaneneffe are 
certainly irregular, and becaufe fo, therefore not righte- 
ous. i ; 
5. They are narrow, and not broad: There is not room 
enough in them for godlineffe and wickedneffe to walk toge- 
ther ; for fecretloveoffin, and fincerity to pace it; for the 
love of God, and the love of the world: Orther pathes are fo 
broad that they can afford {pace enough for a thoufand lufts. 
A man may bea Hearer, and a Swearer, and Profeffor, anda - 
Liar. Herods path will hold a fobx Baptift and an Herodias too, 
and the (aperzaits path will hold Chrif and the loaves too. My 
meaning is this, That Unrighteous paths will admit of Outward 
profeflion; fome duties, and much finfulneffe, Butas the hea- 
vens will hold but one Sun, fo righteous paths will admit but 
ofone kind of Walk, Only of Love of God, of Fear of God, 
only of Truft on God , only of refpect to Gods command- 
ments; No Rule, but his Word; No End, but his 

Glory. 


r y 
TheyareSrit 6. Theyare fri , and not fo pleafant to flefh and blood: - 


You know our Saviour, Mat.7.14. Becaufe firait w the gate , 
nd narrow 4s the way that leads unto life, ana few there be that 
‘find it. The righteous paths are ftri& in a double re- 

{pect. 

a refpeêt of Rules, which will not allow, no not fecret tranf- 
greffions; nay, not fecret affections of evil, nay, not fecret 
intentions or approbation of thoughts. The inward manis 
bowed as well as the outward, and the confcience as well asthe 
converfation. 

Inrefpect of the Prattifes: Righteous walking is not living 
at a mans pleafure, nor is it all in familiar fervices; Chrift tells 
us of Self-denial and taking up the Crofs of palling out the right 
eyg, and cutting off the right hand. And the Apoftle {peaks of 
Self- Mortification, and of crucifying the lafts and affettions of 
the fle He that wals in Righteous paths, muft be willing to 
obey againft his profit, and again{t his pleafure too. He muft 
Jay the ax at the root of the Tree, and hack at the deareft Luft 

make a that 
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that ever his foul bred, and never leave till he hath rented it 
out ofhis heart. And he muft get his heart broken for his fin, 
and mourn day and night before God ; and againft hope believe 
in hope. All which are ftrict and fharp works, andthe princi- 
pal reafons why many a bafe heart will not enter into thefe 
paths of Righteoufnefle. 

7. They are Solitary, I mean not abfolutely but compara- They.at Soils 

tively: Not that they are paths which no men tread, but only tary, 
Few, which areas None in compatifon of the multitudes and 
herds which walk in broad and crooked paths. They are the 
way of good men, and the paths of the righteous, Prov.2..0. And 
Chrift faith , There be but few who find this path, Mat.7.14., 
The Prophet compares them to the gleanings in the field, and to 
the few berries left on the Trees after a foaking. But generally 
it is with men,they will go in that fafhion as the moft are in.and 
will {peak, asthe moft {peak ; and will walk and live,as the moft 
-liveand walk. They will not be fingular,not they,withafmall , 
company of poor people (of no note) who yet arethey, in 
Chrifts judgment, that receive the Gofpel, nor walk or be in 
the company of fuch contemned Worms, 

8. Which leads me to the laft property, of thefe righteous They ane gti 
paths; viz. They are fuch as are generally contradicted and ally contaci- 
oppofed: Asthe Jewes faid to Paul concerning Chriftianity, Ged and oppo- 
A.28.22. As for this Sect we know thatevery where it ts [poken (ed. 
againft. So isit with righteous walking, thisis the only object 
of mens blafphemies, fcorns, derifions and envies. The good 
wayes of God have ever been ftruck at by the wicked 
hearts, and foul mouths of gracelefle men: It is needleffe to 
{peak of this practice in allages, from Cain to this day. Cain 
hated his righteous brother Abel, and Ifmael fcoffs at Ifaac, 

Saul perfecures righteous David, and eAhab accounts of E liak, 
asan enemy, and bates Micaiah; fo did the Jewes hate the light. 
Paal complains of fuch as [pake evil of the good Wages of Chrift, 
Gc. Cajus Sejus vir bonus , malus tantum quia Chriftianns. 
Our wayes, what arethey ? are they fuchas all men can ap- 
prove and fpeak wellof? Itis amott fufpitious thing that a 
mans courfe is not right, when thofe who are known e» 
nemies to alt Goodnefle fhall extol and applaud his 
courfe. 
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Secondly, The Qualifications of thofe perfons who door cas 
walkin paths of righteou!neffe. 

1. They fee an excellency in thofe things above all others) 
Hence that phrafe of David, I have chofen the way of thy truth, 
thy Judgments have I laid before me, Plal.t19.30. When o- 
ther wayesare propounded and compared out of a difcerning 
judgment they refufe the paths offin , and do choofe the paths 


„of righteoufneffe. As the righteoxs perfon is more excellent 


then his neighbour, {o righteous paths are the moft excellent to 
walkin toa righteous perfon. Put the Sheep unto it they love 
and choofe the cleaneft way, though Swine make choice of the 
dirt and mire. Thereis a walking either through The ftrength 
of Cuffom, becaufe all the Country and Kingdom pretend to 
fach away , or the goodneffe of Eleétion : W hena perfon hath 
judicioufly and ferioufly pondredall paths, and finds the paths 
of righteoufneffe to be beft, and therefore walks in them. Thus 
do the people of God walk in paths of righteoufneffe. viz. 
Out ofa deliberate Eftimation and Election. 

2. Asthereis Election, fo thereis Affection to thefe paths in 
them who rightly walk in them. An affection of 

Defire: O that my wayes Were fo diretted to keep thy fratutes, 
Pfal.119.5. Order my fteps in thy word, V.33. Teach me to as 
thy will, lead me into the land of uprightneffe, Phal. 143. 


Io. 

Delight: Pfal.119.47. I will delight my felf in thy comm 
mandments which I have loved: In evil men there is no fuch 
matter, they have not inlarged defires for thefe paths. Like 
fick men, who have foon enough of walking: A little walk- 
ing in holy wayesis enougb,and much ts too much, The paths 
for walking area very burden, and alwayes grievous. And be- 
fides, Righteous walking to them is no delight, they are {oon 
weary; a fool hath no delight in under ftanding , faith Solomon, 
Prov.18.2. °Tistrue, they may bein the paths fometimes , 
but they have no delight or pleafure: They come to Sermon; 
kneel down with the reftin prayer, read, hear, but they have 
no delight , no affection in thefe things, they are weary , 
and thinkevery hour aday, andevery day a year till all be 
done. 

3., As Affection is a property of theferighteous walkers, fo 
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likewife is Subjection. There is an exceeding difference’twixt Subjt&ion, 
actions and duties, as much as is ’twixt being inthe paths of 
righteoufneffe,and walking in them. All the pathings or mov- 

ings ef good men in paths of righteoufneffe, are duties and acts 

of Subjection, They are fervices in obedience to the righteous 

rule, and fuch as {pring from an obeying Spirit. So is it not 

with other men, Their actions which feem righteous are buc 

like other natural actions which come from them: They do 

things, but do them not upon divine refpects, or with an obedi- 

ential fpirit, 

Circum/pection isan other property: They who do indeed Circumfpe&i- 

walk righteoufly, they doin fome meafure fulfil the Apoftlesin- on, 
junction, They dowalk circum{pei/y, Eph. 5. and Solomons 
counfel, 7 hey do pender their paths, Prov.4 26. they confider of 
Gods precepts and of their own wayes. The path of Righteouf- 
nefe ( Itoldyou) wasa narrow path, and therefore we mult 
take heed how we take our fteps. A good manisa wonder. 
There are many Eyes upon a Righteous walker: The eyes ofan 
holy God, the eyes of a tender confcience, the eyes of holy per- 
fons, and the eyes of wicked and malitions perfons, who watch 
for occafion of reproach. Therefore they do weigh their freps, 
(i.) As I conceive, they confider whether that fuch intentions 
or fuch actions will be allowed in the balance of the San@uary. 
They walk with advice and counfel, and cheir eyes direct their 
feet; firt, Aay I doit? and then, How may We doit forthe 
beft advantage of divine glory? 

§. Perfection: My meaning is in refpe& of intention and Perfection 
endeavour. ItisaGoingon. So Prov.4.18. The path of the 
jufl is as che foining light, whieh meth more and more unto the 
perfect day., There is a difference ’twixt the burning ofa candle, 
and the rifing ofthe Sun, the more the candle burns, the fhort- 
eritis, the morethe Sun fhines, the higher itis: Or rather, 

It is one thing for aman to be a Traveller ina Journey an other 
thing to be a Walkerin a Garden, there a man goes upand 
down awhile, and comes in again, but in the other, aman goes 
on many a weary {tep, he never leaves walking till he comes to 
the place of his Ret. Anevilman may fetch a turn or two in 
good duties, or in paths of righteoufnefle awhile asa man walks 
in his Garden for his pleafure. But the righteous man indeed, 
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walks on, proceeds from grace to grace, from one*action toa- 
nother, from one meafure of righteoufneffe to another, till he 
comes to the place of his reft, tillhe hath attained his journeys. 
end, che exdof his faith, the falvation of his foul. 
Gratulation, 6. Gratwlation, and that for two things ; 
If prevenred  Oneis, if prevented from erring,or flipping into unrighteous 
fromerring. paths. Bleffed Lethon, and bleffed be thy counfel,faid David: 
to Abigal, that thou haft this day withheld me from blood. 
If called again Another is, if called apon to come again into the righteous 
torightgous paths, As a traveller if he miftakes his way(and doth notwillingly 
phe. erre from the way as athief doth) and any call him, Sir, you go. 
J wrong you muft come up yonder into the right way,he is thank- 
fulfor fuch a recovering direction.So is it with thofe who indeed’ 
- walk in the paths of righteoufneffe, (like men that would jour- 
ney it to heaven) if they be overtaken, if they wander like a 
loft fheep, if they miftake the path, and are called up- 
on and pointed the right way again, either by afflictions or. 
counfel, or confcience, or by the word, They bleffe the Lord ex- 
ceedingly for feeking of them, thus going aftray , for reducing 
them into the paths of righteoufneffe; It ts not fo with a wick- 
ed heart, you do him wrong, he cannot abide you for telling 
him of his wandring eltate and courfes, Have you nothing elfe 
to {peak on, orto do? every veffel feall frand upon its own bot- 
tom, and Why are you fobufe ? | 
Ufez. ` If wefind that wedo not walk in paths of righteoufneffe, 
Exhortation tolet us then henceforth be exhortedand perfwaded to turn away. 
turn our feet oyy feet from all crooked paths , and to come intoand walkin 
-— cooked Davids paths, nay in Godspaths. P. y 
am 1. It will be no aif grace unto you, For asmuch as the great- 
Jt willbe no eft and the beft who ever lived onthe earth, have walked in 
merece uo thefe paths:not only Patriarchs and Prophets, and Apoltles and 
ai Kings, but even Jefus Chrift the Son of God, the Heir of ali 
things, the Prince of peace, the Lord of glory, our Saviour. 
Nohutrunto 2. No hurt unto you. Who ishe that will harm you, if ye ~ 
you. be fallowers of whatis good? 1 Pet.3.13; Allthe eventis this, 
you are going to heaven, you are running a race to fave your 
‘Anuntiehte- 100S and need you to-fearthis.? to:ftars at this ? i 
An unrighte- | ' ; i p 
ous courfe will 3. Affuredly an unrighteous ‘courfe will be yaur everlafting 
be yourruine, rmine : follow the tract (if you pleale) of licentions and wn- 


godly | 
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godly men, every one of them treads the paths of death, noe 
one of them knows the wayes of peace or hfe. 

4, It not an arbitrary courfe , in whichif youwill walk Te fs no:an are 
you may, and if you will not you may chufe, and there’s an end; bitrary courfe. 
No! bur paths of righteoufneffe are commanded paths, and as 
you tender your everlafting falvation you muft walk in them. 

Now there are two things which I will infift on; 

1. What a man muft do, fo that he may come to walk in 
paths of righteoufneffe? 

2. How for the manner he is to order his fteps and courfe 
in thefe paths? 

Queft.t. For the firt queftion, whata perfon muft do that What a msn 
he may be brought to walk in paths of righteoufneffe ? muft do to 

Sol, He muft get fuch alight of under ftanding which muft "alk s a, 
cleer his mind of 1. extreme vanity and 2. of unjuft prejudi- — 
ces: for till we fee thefe paths aright in their native form of Ger fucha 
beauty, we fhall never fubmit our hearts co enter or walk in light of under- 
them , therefore, _  Randing as to 

Firft, We muft ftudioufly clear the mind of fome /pecial va- onan wing 
nities and lewd conceits, v. ge asthat it matters not how any wie A 
man lives, he may be of what religion he likes, when he dies 
there’s an end, there’s no necellity of fuch righteous paths, or 
ftri& walking in them, Thefe are Atheiftical principles and 
do not onely ftrike at paths of righteoufneffe but alfo at the 
God of righteoufneffe. 

2.We muft cleer our minds of ungrounded prejudices : as long OF unground- 
as righteous paths,(through ignorance) feem contemptible ways, ed prtjudics. 
fit onely for bafe, mean, poor fellows or elfe dangero Wayes , i 
fuch as will ruineus in our eftates and fafeties;or impofible ways, 
fuch as no man living can ever keep his feet in them, no marvel 
if men ftand off, keep a diftance from thefe paths. 

The firft direction therefore, which I therefore give is this, G:cthe eyes of 
to get theeyes of your mind to be inlightned by the Spirit of Yur mind to 
Godina diligent ftudy ef his word (which doth diftin@ly °° imlightned. 
and infallibly difcover the paths to heaven) to fee the nature, 
and the excellency, and the neceffiry, and the utility of thefe 
paths of righteoufneffe, when once you come to fee thy are 
paths of Gods making, that he appoints and commands them, 
that none are like unto them; goodnefle, peace, life, and falva- 
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tionis inthem; now, may you get hearts to walk in them. 
Gerheartsto 2. You mutt get hearts to love them, aswell as eyes to fee 
love thefe ways them, though the brain be the {pring of ferfitive motion, yer 
the heart‘is the original of vital motion. In morals we move 
rather by the goodneffe of the will, chen by the ftrength of the 
underftanding ; if you fee good wayes and loath them, righ- 
teous paths and care not for them, why! you can never be led 
in them, but once get hearts to like, and you will quickly get 
_ ° feet to walk in them. 
There mutt be 3+ There mult be fclid mortification of the heart , or elfe 
afolid mortifi- youcan never come to walk in thefe paths; you may as foon 
cationof the expect that a man lame with the extremity of the gout ( who 
peice cannot endure to put his foot to the ground) that this man 
| fhould run, as that a heart laden and captivated with lufts, with 
finful difeafes and fetters, fhould walk in a righteous path. For 
‘ he hath no principle of righteous motions in him, nay his 
principles ftrongly and prevaleatly incline him to crooked 
aths. 
Mortife s Two thingsin particular mutt be mortified in your hearts, 
Wie dominion The dominion of fiefoly lujts. 
of firfhly lufts, The dominion of worldly lufts. 
and of world- Jf that any fz doth rule, “tis like a Bias that willinftantly 
ly luis, draw you afide; if the wor/ddoth rule in you, its like a broad 
ditch that hinders from coming into the right path; of a truth 
this you fhall find, that thefe two in their dominion will either 
1,Keep us off from thefe paths, 2. Make 26 halt in thefe paths, 
3. Revolt from thife paths : Never care what men fay, but what 
God commands ; and care more for thy duty, then for thefr 
doings. 
There muftbe 4. There muft be Refolation and Courage. We muft not 
sefolutionand liften to Peters counfel, Mafter fpare thy felf: Hereafter I 
ROME ES: will enter into thefe paths, when things are more quiet, and 
when I can get my heart toa better frame, and ina better 
mood, He that would {wim muft not put one foot half inthe 
water and pluck it out and fhiver, but cold, or not cold he leaps 
in, fo fhould we do, not gratifie our filthy, lazy hearts, mor 
hinder our felves with future conceits and proje&s. But hav- . 
ing feen thefe paths ( by the word of God) to be righteous 
paths, confultno longer butat, fet upon the duty of felf-exa- 
mina- 
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mination, folid repentance, uniformity and fincerity of obedi- 
ence faith in Jefus Chrilt, ee. We muftnot expect (foolith- 
‘ly ) that our hearts will fall into a frame of obedience. Set 
upon the work with thy heart, and that is the belt way to bring 
thy heart to the work, There are two things which a 
perfon mut do who would cometo walk in righteous paths, 

1. He maf fight all corrupt reafonings againft them: 

2. He muf force hw lazy and unwilling [pirit tocome into 
them ; we fhall bet know the excellencies, and tafte the good- 
nefe and comforts of thefe paths by practife; not by talking of 
them, but by walking in them. 

5. Strive for an ordinate defire of falvation and happineffe. It 
were no ill work,if men would ftudy heaven and hell more. ive foran 
Whata deplorable condition it is to bein hell, for ever to be ordinate detice 
excluded from God, and to feel the pure wrath of God, andof faivation. 
flames of everlaiting torment? If men were not Athei{ts a 
deep meditation of Hel] might be an occafion co ftartle their 
hearts, and to work them off from unrighteous paths. So on 
the contrary, if men had Heaven more in their thoughts, how 
for ever bleffed and glorious the foul is there, how totally freed 
from all finand mifery, how perfectly holy for its capacity , 
how unfpeakably happy in the vifion and fruition of God, 
And would eften work thefe things on their foul by a rigùt me- 
ditation. O my foul! would& thou be damned? or wouldtt 
thou be faved ? hadft thou not rather goto heaven and enjoy 
God , then to hell, and for ever to be feparated from him 2 
Surely glory is better then mifery; and falvation then damna- 
tion; Now then, O my foul! what doef chou think? are 
there not wayes which muft be ufed to come toany end? and 
what paths will leade to that hell which thou fo trembleft at > 
or to that heaven which thou fo much defireft ? Thinkeft thou 
that finful ways bring to a glorious eftate > Ohno! all finnings 
are but fteppings from God, and therefore are but wandrings 
from God, and wandrings from happinefle. Onely paths of 
righteoufneffe leade unto che: place of happineffe, and that. 
thou knoweft right well. Why chen! as ever thou defireft to 
come to thy journeys end, arife, fet out, be walking , if ever 
thou defireft co fee the face of God, get the: with {peed oi 
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the paths of God , let devils oppofe, let fleh oppofe , let 
_ all the world oppofe, everlafting happineffe I will have, and 
that can never be had without righteous walking, therefore 
: away from me, I have fworn and will perform it, that I will 
keep Gods righteous ftatuies, I will walk henceforth in paths 
of righteoufneffe. 
“Eevee prayer ©- -But amidft all, there muft be fervent prayer for divine 
for divine — frength to caufe and inable usto wa'k in thefe paths. We muft 
ftrengtb, fetch the feet from heaven, which muit carry usto heaven. Jn 
him we live and move, faid the Apoftle,for naturals, much more 
- - holdsit in fpiricuals, The caufe of our heavenly life and righte- 
ous walking is from a gracious and Almighty God , who hath 
promifed to give unto us his Spirit to caufe ws to walkin his fta- 
tutes and do them, Ezek.36. | 
How we houd = xef?.2. Now for the fecond Quare, bow we are to order 
order our Reps oyy feps in paths of righteon/nelfe. 


inthe paths of : 
eeen. al I fhall not need to fay much , onely a few advi- 
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1, VValk inthefe paths diligently: a traveller muft mind 
way, a Phyfitian muft mind his patient, and a fhepherd muft 
mind his flock. Confider every ftep, how regular andhow 
conducing to divine glory, and our own falvation. Jofh. 22.5. 
~” Take diligent heed to do the Commandment andthe Law, which 
“Moles the fervant of the Lord charged you, to love the Lerd 
"your God, and ro walkin all his wayes, to cleave unto him,and to 
[erve him with all your heart, and With al your foul : 
you have need to keep an eye upon your fteps, and up- 
on the inward fountains of your motions, I mean 
your judgments, that they be not feduced by error, and your 
affections, leat they be tainted with lufts, and alfo leaft your 
hearts grow remiffe and careleffe, and therefore often take pains 
with your hearts to look them over, and to look over your 
ways ; furely you fhal! find fn every fearch of your fouls, as you . 
do in every review of your houfe, many a thing out of 
order. j 
Uniformly. 2. Uniformly. Haltings and excurfions) tripping in the 
way, or ftarting out of the way, are both oppofite to a righ- 
teous walking, Fora Chriftianin one company to be as zeal- 
ousas S.Pax/, and in another to be as treacherous as Jada ; 
in 
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in one place to commend a holy courfe with fome gravity, and 
inanother to jear againft it with much levity, infome things 
to be asfirict as a Pharifee, and in another as loofe as an Atheitt: 
Thefe motions are but making indentures, a running forward 
and backward, in and out, and generally argue unfoundneffe, 
hypocrifie, and folly of fpirit. A good man indeed fhould one- 
ly do what is good; though he cannot alwayes write a fair hand, 
yet he fhould never write with two hands. Ashe fhould go 
with a right fpirit, fo alfo walk with the right foot , that if all 
his ations were fummed up, there might be found an harmony 
and confent, and no other irregularity but which is common to 
infirmity. 

3 Anfwerably. Not onely to his profeffion, that his conver- An{werably. 
fation be copied out of it, but alfo to his means and long ftand- 
ing: God is pleafed to give unto fome people, far greater means, 
directions, aflittances, abilities then others, their wayin fome 
refpects is more eafie and plain : Now for thefe to creep, to go 
foftly, to think thatevery courfe of righteoufneffe will ferve 
and is enough, they are much miftaken. Thofe people who 
live under precious occafions and directions, the Lord expects 
that they run in the way of his Commandments, thac their cup 
fhould over- flow, that they fhould multiply the fruits of righ- 
teoulneffe and far exceed others in heavenly-mindedneffe, acti- 
vity of affections, integrity of converfations, fertility of doing 
good, e&c. 

4. Progreffively. His walking in righteous paths fhould be 

like a walking ina journey which is a motion continued to the Progreflively. 
end, andif the perfon chance to miftake his way he thereupon 
mends his pace when he gets into the right way. The Apo- 
{tle S. Paul preffeth forward toward tke mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Fefws, Phil.3.14. therefore the 
path of the juftis compared tothe motion of the Sun, which: 
advanceth more and more to the perfect day, Prov.4.18. The 
Chriftian muft have an efpecial care of two things , 

Onc is fredfafts efe, that he doth not fall back ; motss retro- 
gradus is but a feigned motion in theheavens, J+ had been 
better not to have known the way of rigkteonfnefe, then after 
we bave known it totarn from the holy commandment,2 Pet.2.21, 

Ano- 


m ——— 


Another is forwardne(fe : he muft neither go back, nor afide, 
nor makean halt. Every day he muft get fome ground upon 
fome corruption or other, and make (at leaft) a litcle furcher 
ftepin the knowledge, love and obedience of Jefus Chrift, get a 
lictle neerer to heaven, to his journeys end, Therefore be not 
weary of well- doing, nor faint, noi be fatisfied, chou hat gon 
many a year inarighteous path, do not now lofe all by fitting 
Rill, never give over, put yet on, perhaps it will not be many 
years or dayes, but thy race fhall be run, 

Undauneedly, = .§. Undanntedly. Thusdid Jofoua, Land my boule will ferve 

-the Lord; and thus the people of Godin J/4.2.3. We Will walk 
in his paths and David, I have [worn and 1 will perform it, that 
I will keep, &c. Pfal. 119, ’Tis true, you may meet with many 
oppofitions, perfecutions, croffes, loffes. The Apoftle hath 
told of thefe long ago, That all who will live godly in Chrift, 
muft (ufer perfecution. The Traveller knowes that many 
changes of weather may befallhim, but yet he keeps on his 
journey. And the Chriftian knows that the beft paths are. 
moft oppofed: remember {till chat Chrift was on the Crofle, 
and by /ufferings entred into glery. Remember there is a 
crown at theend of the race, lofe it not,let no man take it from 
thee. Itis to heaven that thou art walking, to thy God, to 
thy Chrift, to thy happineffe ; keep thy path ftill, God is thy 

,fhield now, who alfo willbe thy reward hereafter. 

Cheerfully," 6..Cheerfully. If a loving wife be in her journey to a loving 
husband, every itepis pleafant : he that walks in paths of righ- 
teoufneffe , every ftep he takes is a part of his journey to his 

- Lord, Husband and Saviour, Chrift Jefus. It isenough for 
them that are in wicked paths to be fad: Come, come, let us ne- 
ver repent, nor repine fora few troub'es incident to us inthe 
paths of righteoufneffe, Heaven, and Eternity , and a good 

Vie 3 God will make amends for all. Le 

sR o One Ufe more and thenan end of this point. It fhall be of 

fuchasarein Comfort and encouragement to fuch as are led tn patas of righe 

paths of righ- teou/nxeffe. 

reoulnefs, = = q. You arethe wifeft of all peoplethat walk upon the face 

hae sof the earth. Wifeit, for your fouls (andif a man be not 

be, PS wife for his foul he is of all men the mok foolifh) you hit on 

For your foulsthe proper and infallible wayes of falvation, it therebe å 

path 
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path to Heaven, that of righteoufneffeisit : Fer jour bodies, For ycur boz 
incommon calamities and inundations, if any man hath cthed!*s 
priviledge, the San@uary, the Ark, it isa righteous Neak. 

There isa certainty of deliverance from troubles , or of fup- 

port under them if our paths be thofe of righteoufnefle. 

2. Youarethe choicest of all people inthe earth. What is Y pny » 
he for a Chriftian, who lives like a Devil, and dies like a Beaft A ery aak 
wallowing in drunkenneffe,and filthineffe, as the fwine; belch- be 
ing out oaths, curfing of God, ec. thefe are vile perfons 
the fcum of men, but The righteous ss more excellent then his 
neighbour, 

3. Youarethe dearef people to Godof any: deareft to his You arethe A 
1. Affections. Youare the people of his delight. 2. Inten- deareft people’ 
tions. Youare the people to whom he intends the Crown ofuntoGod, ~ 
Glory. 3. Providence : His fpecial eye and care is over 
you, and who fo toncherh you , toncketh the apple of his 


eye, 
For his Names fake | 1.¢. For his goodnefle , for his 
mercies fake ; whence you fee that all the good in any 


kind conferred by God on his people, is not for any wor- 


thineffe in them, but onely for the goodneife that is in 
himfelf, 
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Verl 4, Yea though I walk through the Valley 


of the fhadow of death, Iwill fear noevil, 
for thou art with me, thy Rod and thy ftaff, 


they comfort me. 


H E SE words contain in them, one Paftoral care 
' more of God over his flock, viz. That as God 
takes care for all good Spiritual and Temporal for 
his people, fo likewife he takes care againft all evil 
which may befal them. . 
In the words there are thefe three parts : 

1. The condition unto which the people of God are ex. 
pofeable. Though they be fuch as are ed inpaths of rigk 
teoufneffe, yetthey arefuchtoo, asmay walkthrough the Val- 
ley of the fhadow of death. i 

2. The difpofition of them in fuch a condition, [ Z will 
fear no evil. } 


3. The ground of this couragious difpofition which is. 


exprefled two wayes, 

et Generally [for thou art with me | 

32 Particularly [Thy word and thy faffe they com- 
fort me. J 


Con. 


B 


2 


ee a a 
Verg. Yea though I walk, &c. 165 


Concerning the firt of thefe. The terms are fomewhat 
obfcure and need explication : 

The foadow of deato | It is taken two wayes, either 

1. Properly for the beginnings or appearance of death, 
when the image of death prefents it felf in darkneffe and 
horrors, and fears, unto a dying man. 

2. CMerapborically, fora perfect reprefentation of a thing 
and a neerneffe untoit ; asthe fhadow of a tree, or houle, re- 
prefents their bodies, and when one comes into the fhadow of 
them, he is very neer them. 

In this place the foadow of death istaken Metaphorically , 
and itimports /wmma periculs, exceeding dangers as neer as the 
fhnadow isto the body (but a ftep betwixt him and deat») and as 
terrible as the image or appearance of death, which of all ter- 
ribles is the terribleft,and therefore death is called che Kisg of 
Terrors, thechief of them, unto which the dangers incident to 
David are here compared. The Valley of the fhadow of death | 
Some read it in the midit of the fhadow of death. Sothe 
Vulgar Tranflation Z» medio: the Valley isin the midft ’twixc 
the Hills, as if David did lie*cwixt Mountains of danger on 
every fide. Others rather conceive that word Valley to beene- 
getical and onely to augment the former phrafe, The Valley of 
the fhadow of death (.1.) in ipfiffima, in (umma, in profunda 
mortis umbra. In the very danger of dangers, in exceeding- 
ly exceeding dangers , fo that phrafe, The Valley of Tears, 
Pfal.84.7. (.é.) fad Tears, very mournful mourning. 

] walkin, &c. | Though I walk (.é.) though in my journey 
to heaven, in my courfe of life, I meet with dangers as terrible 
as death, and that befet me as the Mountains do the Valley, or 
as thorns and ftreights do the Traveller, yet I will fear no 


evil. 
The words thus opened afford unto usmany excellent Pro- 
pofitions , 
1. That great*calamities and terrible dangers may befal 
the people of God, 
2. That they are not finfully Fearful, notwith{tanding 
them, 
3. Whatfoever their dangers are, God is prefent with. 
T ~*~ ~4- d F” 
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4. Affurance thereof is their ftay and courage. 

5. That Rod and Staff, allafford comfort to the people of 
God. 

Dott.y _ That great calamities , and terrible dangers, even the fhas 
Great calami- 4,5 of death may befal the people of Ged. For the underftand- 
te ly terrible ig of this Affertion, premife thefe particulars, viz. | 


dangers m i 
bef ae 1. That there are feveral fhadows of death, or terrible dan- 


pleofGod. gers; fome are, 

Several Shae 1, Natural: As grievous difeafes and ficknéffes which do. 
id # death. even clofe up the day of life. The people of God are fubje& 
iii tothefe, Hezekiah had the fextence of death read unto him, 
and fo had Epaphroditus, he was near unto death,the fhadows of 

death arofe upon both of them. 
Malict 2, Malicious: Which arife from Satan, and from evil men, 

scons his inftruments, and they refpe& either, 

Their Eftates and Poffeffioxs , and thus either by falfe accu- 


fation, or by invafion, or by perfecution, all that they poffeffe 


may be indangered. 
Their Safeties and Lives which likewife through the malice, 
and power, and devices of wicked adverfaries may be ftrongly 


befet, David was hemmed about by Saul on the mountains, 


but a flep twrxt him and death and he all that while walksin the 
valley of the fhadow of death. Danielin the Lions den, and 
the three childreninthe fiery furnace: Hezekiah and fehofha- 


phat knew not what to do. Pharaoh contrives the ruine of all, 


the J/raelites, and Haman got the Kings ring to feal the de- 
ftruction of allthe Jews; and Peter is claptup, and intended 
the next day for execution , Paul wasin the very mouth of the 
Lion, the whole Chureh was as a bird in the fnare, Pfal. 124.7. 
The people of God though they be as gold, yetit is that gold 
which is in the furnace; and though they be as an honfeona 
rock, yet winds and waves beat againftit. Though with Noah; 
they only be inthe Ark, yet that Ark moves upon a very tu- 
muleuous and dangerous deluge. l 

3. Spiritual: \ hele dangers ofall other are the moft fore; 
and they are either, 

Out of the confcience, as terrors, andamazements, and bitter 
apprehenfions of fin and wrath which are as terrible to the foul 
as pangs of death aretothe body. 


Spiritual. 


' About 


_ 
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About the confcience,asall artifizial herefies which tend to 
the fubverfion of Faith: Thefe are Snares and Gins cunningly 
laid to catch the fon]. Orelfeall artificial praftifes, which eve- 
ry way prove a danger, Ifmen do obferve them, they endan- 
ger their fouls, ifthey do not obferve them, they indanger their 


bodies. 
| 2. The Incidency of thele dangers for time may be three- The yacideney 
fold . of thefe dan- 


MS Indefinite. Though their mountains be ftrong, and neft gers. 
be raifed on high, yet they may be hazarded to the very duft, Indefinite. 
and be bowed down to the condition ofthe meanelt. Prefently 
after great profperities, Eclinfes, fhadows of death after their A 
Lucida intervalla. }ch inthe flote of hisriches and goodnefle, 
abounding with thoufands, was brought.to the dung-hiil. He- | 
zekian atter his Victory and deliverance, was laid on a dying 
bed. Davidafter his eltablifhment inthe throne, was forced 
to flie for his life from his fon £bfalom, 

2. Sudden. Asthe ftorm may fuddenly arife which may en- Suden. 
danger the Ship : So calamities and dangers may break forth 
like the lightning, Satan and his inftruments may ona fudden 

like thofeinan ambufh) rife up and ftraicen, and diftreife , 

and diftract them, as is mot evident in Job, in David, 


3. Long. The children of J/rael were in theiron furnace 4co, Long. 

gears, the fewesin the Babylonian Captivity feventy years , s 

the grand perfecutions of the Chriftians lafted three hand» ed 

years, Ull Conftamtine’stime. ’*Tistrue, that miferies, aftict- 

ons, dangers are but light and fhort in refped of our defert, 

and in refpect of the eternity of glory which follows them, ——_ =a 
inrefpect of Faith, yet they may be ftrong and long in refpet 

of our fenfe and feeling , and in refpet ofthe times which we 


D9) 

are to live. 

Que. But why are the pecple of God expofable to [uch great Why sre the 
dangers, as unto the fhadows af death ? people of God 

Sol. It is not that their fins are greater then other mens, for ¢x22sb!¢ to 
no people have fin fo fubdued as they; nor is it that Gois dangers 
more difpleafed with chen then others, for they are the people . 
of his Loveand Grace, Nor isitthat he minds not what evil 


men complot and contrive againft chem, for his eyes run too 
and (d 


P 


168 Yes, though I walk &c. Vera > 


and fro through the world, to behold the evif and the good. 


Nor is it that he cares not what befals themin this world,for he — 


never leaves them norforfakesthem. But, 
Their dange I- The greatneffe of their dangers, doth make way for the 
makes way for greatneffe of his Glory. Excellency of art appears not in ordi- 
hisGlory. nary experiments and occurrences; when troubles exceed not 
a humane arme (a divine finger is now ob{cured and eclipfed) 
but exceeding dangers do illuftrate a more exceeding God. To 
raife Lazaras when he had been dead foxy daies, to fetch out the 
Ifraelites when they had lainin hard bondage 400. years , to 
break a {nare when the bird is in it, to infatuate a plot of ruine, 
and to turnit to the ruine of the plotter even when it is acting, 
To break open bars of iron, and gates of braffe, and in a mos 
ment to delude the Expectation of allthe malicious Jewes, as 


ag 


in Peters cafe. His poweris made manifeft in our Weaknefle , 


in our enemies power and ftrength,  Thata little veffel fhould 
bear up in the midftof the Sea, a little fheep live among 
Wolves, the bufh not be confumed in the fire,&c. Thefe ex- 
tremities do declare the furpaffing power, and greatneffe, and 
fupremacy of God, Thatall the creatures are but creatures 
under his feet, at his reftraint,and that he alone is God,and can 
have all the malice, and attempts , and contempts too of foo- 
Jifh, envious, adverfaries inderifion. Thereis not a more con- 
vincing argument of Gods Soveraigaty , and of bis watchful, 
real, and perpetual power of providence, then the periniffion 
of great dangers to fallupon, or environ his people, from which 
yet he can fo eafily, fo fuddenly refcue his, as Chri/t by a word 
ftilied the waves of the fea, which were like to have funk the 
fhip, fo, &c. 

They caufe 2. Thefe fhadows of death , or great and neer dangers, do 

a to bake csufe them to fake off thcir great fecurity: When a torm 

-Aa Stt ariferh itis time for the Mariner to awake and look to his tack- 
ling, and when the City is Beleagured, it will make every man to 


NW ftand to hisarms, Standing waters gather mud, andaifufed 


weapors ruft: Even good people are apt to contrad much 

~ remilfeneffe of fpiritjand pride , and fel&confidence, they are 

i} ~ apt not foto prize God or watch themfelves , or to advancein 
~ duties with that reverence, fervency and intention in che times 

~ OF peace and profperity, burto grow worldly, and vain, &c. as 


Soul- p 


SO 
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Souldiers neglect their weapons when the enemy is afar off. 


And therefore great andneer dangers, like an enemy breakin = — 
on a fudden,to make them look to their weapons.to drive them 
unto more {tritneffe, and exactneffe , and watchfulneffe, and 
heedfulneffe of holy walking. The Thief invocared Chrif on 
the (rofs,and thought cf his kingdom, on neither of which he 
thought in the times of fecurity. You fhall find it that the 
hardeft times, have ever bred the moft excellent and diligent 
Chriftians, they have been more watchful of themfelves, more 
regardful of Gods glory and will, more circumfpect of their 
converfations, more ftout againft herefies, more inflamed with 
the zeal of Chrift in dangerous then in peaceable times. Coldeft 
Climates breed ftrongeft and healthieft bodies: As heat in win- 
ter increafeth by an Antiperiftafis of cold. 

3. They do demonftrate the (clidity and validity of true They demon- 
grace. Whiles times are profperous , and a common ferenity firsce the foli- 
overfpreads the Horizon of Chriftian profeffion, there cannot dity and vali- 
be made (quantum ad nos) fuch a diftinguifhment of Tincere Cy © oe 
Chriftians from hypocritical profeffors. Every Souldier will be 7*** 
aChriftian when Conftantivs pretends that way, but let himeggn/tantius the 
threaten exile unto Chrift-anity (though he did it but in policy ) Fa:her of Con- 
new Troops fly offagain. When the ftorm comes, thenthe fiattia did thus 
rotten fruit drop down , and when cold weather comes, then)" op A ae 
the difeafed bones will ake. Itis not every guilded piecethat pyg m 
will ftand before the Touch-ftone, nor all mettal that will 
abide the fire. Only true Grace will abide dangers and cala- 
mities ; that shird fort of ground (which was not rightly rooted) 
could not bear 4 eon arofe. a leaves are blown 
off, but the tree ftands, empty profeflors are blown Off by 
dangers, but folid Chriftians and well rooted,&c. Solid Grace 
is like to Solomons love, Which many waters could mot quench , 
and like Noahs e4frk. which no wave could fink or fplie Ie Žž ž — 
will make us cleave to God againft all perils , asPanl profeffeth 
ofhis Love, Rom.8. and to traf on God though be kill us, as 
fob profeffeth of his Faith, chap.13. 

4. They incrcafe the Spirit of Prayer more: The Bird natu- hey . 
rally fliesupin the fnare, and though good men be alwayesine gpici: of 
apt to pray, yet dangers andextremities do fill the fails more : Prayer more 
When the Task-mafters doubled the tale of brick, and ve nal i | 
f Z refle 
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Verge 
{treffed the Ifraelites, then they groan and cry unto heaven : 
~ When Panl was buffeted indeed by Satan, then he can pray a- 
gain, and again, and will not off without an anfwer. Cithara 
non nifi percufa fonum edit Attritio ignem ex filicibus c- 
kecit, i 
Fonas could fteepin the Ship, but he doth nothing elfe but’ 
Pray when he isinthe Whales belly. The Mariners would 
sive aworldto put in at an Harbor when tempeftuous winds 
begin. The Chriftan is never more in heaven, feeking of God, 
~ trufting on him, grafping of his promifes, then when the foun- 
dations ofthe earth are fhaken, when dangers increafe here 
~ below. Ia.26.16. Introuble have they vifited thee, they poured 
out a prayer When thy chaftning was upon them. Hof.5.15. In 
their afflittion they will feck me carly. 
They leofen 5. They do diffolve and loofen the affections more from the 
theaff:Gions 397/4, Shadows of death make us better to difcern the fhadows 
sides a he OF Life, the poor empty vanities of the world, and fet the heart 
cn aore on heavenly purchafes. When the Teats grow bitter, the 
child cares little for fucking, it is a fine way to wean him from 
the brefts ; che waves lifted up the Ark more towards heaven : 
Wy whenthe world proves fucha Chaos and fuch a deluge, that. 
here is nothing but forrow upon forrow, and peril upon peril , 
| --— ft will quickly alter our judgment,and make us look for a heaven 
——~elfewhere. 
They occafion 6. They do occafion 4 more tender bond of juft charity among fè 
amoretendet Chrifians. It is with Chriftians asitis with pieces of gold, 
bond of charity throw them in careleffely , one piece perhaps doth couch ano- 
among tt Chri- : > 
Sine, ther, but jumble them together, and now they lie flat and clofe. 
Or as with fheep, whiles che wolf is far off, they graze divided- 
ly, one here, another there, but if the Wolfapproach, they all 
run into oneanother, as it were, and clofe together. In pro- - 
__--~-——fperous times Chriftians take {pace to- envy, and mis-judge, and. 
cenfure, and bite one another , they ftand more upon their 
points, and diftances, and I know not what fond opinions and 
conceits, But dangerous times crack afunder all odd conjectures, | 
they make them to mind the main, and to fall inwith fingular | 


Thismakes a affections of love and pity and help oneto another. i 
conformity be- 7 There muft be conformity’ twixt the Head and the Meme- 
tween tht Head 


amd Members, 75 CANG Agavei as ARMES Tf Corialis iat yA 
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tke death, no marvel if their fouls (who are Chrifts ) fometimes 
come near the fhadows of death. We muft have fellowfhip 
with Chrift not only in his life, but alfo in hisdeath, and mutt 
be content to wear the crown of Thornes, as well as the crown of 
Glory. 

- 8 Cne dangers are great improvements tothe Graces of Gods They are im- 
people. I cannot ftand to fhew how they do both prove the provements ts 
truth, and improve the degrees ofour Faith, and Hope, and tbe graces of 
Patience, As Paxl faid, That his bonds fell out for the furthi- j 

rance of the Gefpel ; fo do great dangers and calamities fall on 
us for the furtherance of our Graces. Not indeed ex intentio- 
xe Agentis, the divil means no fuch thing, nor his inftruments, 
but ex benediftione omnipotentis, God dire&s and over-rules it 
fo. As every further degree of water raifed Neah’s Ark nearer 
heaven, andevery new prifon and trouble to 7ofeph was a fe- 
cert fep to his advancement in Pharaohs Court , So every ca- 
lamitous exigent to our perfons is (eventually) a graceful Ele- 
vation, and ftrensthening, and raifing of our graces. Themoft 
wine comes out of the Grape that is moft trodden; it is S. Æw- 
ftins allufion, fo, &c. 

9. Great dangers do likewife di/cover the cordial temper the re- This dilcovers 
al pulfe of evil men ; O they pretend this and that thing, how ey a of 
much charity, what refpeđs to divine glory, what love fhould T ®™ 

be among brethren, but ex angue Leonem, we may by the great 
dangers which they plot againit good men , fay of them as }a- 
cob did of Laban, Except the Ged of my fathers, the fear of laac 
had been with me, thon hadft now farely fent me away empty Gen. 
31.42. So unleffe the Lord God did arife to reftrain that gall 
of wrath, andimplacability of malice in wicked men, furely they 
7 would raze down Religion, and holineffe,and holy perfons to 
the ground; they would fwallow them up quick, as David 
fpeaks, their mouth is fo defpightfully fet againft them. 

10. There might be alfo another caue ; viz. Because the The day of 
day of their perfett ard'happy redemption is not yet come, whentheir Redemp- 
they fhall be delivered from all evil, and all tears apd fears ne ee 
be wiped away. — 

But the Affertion is fufficiently evidenced. I now proceed to 
make fome brief App!ication of ıt to our felves. 

Are great dangers (fhadows of death) incident evgnto them 
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Letnone tske who walks in paths of righteoufneffe? Then let rone take 
fandal and of- {candal and offence, fo asto keep off, or fall off from p:ths of 
SH: ‘and rishteoufneffe, by reafon of che dangers and diftreffes incident 
* sip ‘of or tO righteous peefons or paths. 

to falloff fom There are two things which are fcandalous and are apt to 
paths of Righ- make men, Jwpingere, to {tumble and demur concerning paths 
vcoulnelle.  ofrighteoulneffe: | My 

Oneis, The particular Obliquities and falls of fuch as pre- 
tend to thefe paths. 

Anotheris, The [pecial Calamities Which may and do befal 
perfons entred into thefe paths. 

Oti. Nay,if Religion be fo hot, if a courfe of Godlineffe be 
like onah in the fhip to raife up fuch boifterons and dangerous 
ftorms ; Ifa man cannot enterinto paths of life, but he may 
fit under the thadows of death, be perfecuted , diftreffed, &c. 
we will be wife for one, and take order for our own fafety and 
welfare. i 

Sol, Well and then becaufe of dangers and troubles thou 
wilt not enter into paths of righteoufneffe. In what paths wilt 
thou walk? there are but two paths, one ofSin, theother of 
righteoufneffe, and there are but two ends, one of Glory, the 
other of Mifery. Thou vain perfon, isit not better to go to 
Heaven maimed, then found to Hell? Isit not better that thy 
Ship come in fafe by a Storm, then lie outand fink ina Calm? 
Who (that hath but common fen'e) had not rather with fome 
extremity attain Salvation, then with the quieteft fecurity flide 

into his everlafting Perdition? Though the dangers be grear 
The dangers Which attend paths ofrighteoufneffe , yee the dangers are far 
sregreacer, greater Which accompany the paths of fin. The loffe of riches 
which accom. is nothing to the loffe of Heaven: The loffe of thy name is 
rh. PSS nothing tothe loffe of thy foul: The loffe of thy earthly 
> tranquility , what isit to.the loffe of a bleffed God and Hap- 
pineffe> If dangers are fo prevalent with thee, then 
Bier come into the paths of righteoufnefle then decline 

lem, 
Thedangersin 2. The dangers incident to paths of righteoufnelfe they infinite= 
paths of righ- /y differ from the dangers incident to paths of wickedneffe. They 
teou(nels differ differ inthe Caufes ; Guilt inthe one, Innocency inthe other. 
fromsheosher. They differin the Objet , the. Soul isindangered in the me : 
& 
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the Body only in theother. 1. The truek religion hath ever 
been moftexpofed. 2, The moft righteous and excellent pro- 
feffors of ic have ever been molt expofed. Abel, David, 
Chrifi the Apofles, Martyrs : fheep among wolves. 3. It 
muft needs be good which Xero perfecutes; contider what the 
men are who create dangers to righteous perfors, either A- 
theifts, or Papifts, or Apoftates, cc. They differ in the kind, 
one is inward, the other is outward. They differ in the opera- 
tion, One isa renting ftorm, the other onely a fanning and dri- 
ving wind. They differ in the duration , one is immor- 
tal, the other is onely temporary. They differ in their 
fupport: Oneis born with a galled and hell-diftraéting confci- 
ence, the other is fuftained by a Divine ftrength,and much foul- 
reviving comfort. 

3-Though there be dangers, yet they are not dangercus, There Tele dangers 
are two things which afford fpirits concerning perils, One,when 2"¢ 9% dange- 
they are devifed but by the vilet creatures; Another, when“ ” 
they are invented againft us onely for the beft caufe. Itwasay js go cui: 
right obfervation of S.eduftin, Tantum intereft non qualia, Dej. e8. 
Sed qualis quifque patiatur; To fuffer as an evil-doer, this is 
evil; bur paths of righteoufnefle though we may receive trou- 
ble for them, yer no hure. Arrowes ftickinginthe Target do 
not hurt,thofe hurt which enter into thebody. Sczomenin Hift, Ecclef, 
the life of Con/taxtin related of two fouldiers, one who carried Lr. c4. 
the Colours wherein the Croffe was, and when the enemy 
brake in, he delivered up the Colours, and flips out of the bat- 
tel, but ona fudden he was wounded to death, when he thought 
himlelf, extra telorum jatta: but the other who held the Croffe 
though many darts were flang at him, he efcaped them all, Nam 
tela ab hoftibus conjetta, mirandum in modum divina virtute di- 
reta in ipfo fignoinfiguxtur , forall of them ttuckin the Crofs, 
no fouldier that carried che Croffe was wounded. I know not 
the credit of the Story, but this iscertain, the croffes which 
befall us for cleaving faft to the Crofs of Chrift, chey may be 
terrible, but are never deadly. 

4. Though the dangers te great, yet are they not ignominions. | rele dangers: 
To confront difficulties in war we account it moft noble, and „e = Japin 
to meet dangers for righteoufnefs fake is both honorable ne nominious.. 

i | blef- 
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lefed. Asf{teps inrighteoufnefs are noble, fo ftripes for righ- 
teoufnefs are glorious siypere yess. A pious martyr hath 
ever beenof more renown then the greateft perfecucor, caufa 
non pena, &c. The honor of fuffering depends not on the. | 
things which we fuffer, but on the caufe, When a man fuffers 
righteoufly, bis precedent finnings blur the honor of his fuffer- 
ings; but whena man fuffers for righteoufnefs, his righteouf- 
- nefs will bear out his confcience before God, and.hisname a- 
mong men. Therefore when good men fuffer from evil men, 
it isthe art of evil men to invent and forge and foyft in falfe 
caufes, as if they themfelves were confcious to this truth, that 
righteonfnefs isa breft-plate to the doer, anda crown to the 
fufferer. 
Their dangers 5, Though righteous paths may meet with dangers, yet they 
end in rewards. 71) certainly end in rewards : (Many are the troubles of the 
righteous, faid David, but great is their rewardin heaven, faid ` 
Chrijt : They increafe Grace, and advance glory. Our dan- ` 
gers are like them who prefent them, mortal and muft havean 
end, but our reward is like him who gives it, immortal and ` 
bleffed. Our light affliction which is ut for a moment work: 
eth for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 
2 Cor.§.17. 
God leoked 6. Be dangers from men never fo great yet God looks after : 
after us and af- us and after them toe, When Pharaoh purfues J/rael , God 
cer ourdangtrs. [Soks on him and his hoft through the cloud. Evil men have 
implacable hearts, yet not omnipotent hands: their will ex- 
ceeds their power, but both their perfons,and intentions, and 
executions are all of them under a God who can chain them, 
and dafhthem ashe pleafeth, Moreover the God of fafety 
is with his in the times of danger, fo David expreffeth in the 
fubfequent words of the Text. Paul found it fo in his trials, 
that God flood by him. There are two that ftick clofe to a righ- 
teous perfon in his fufferings, a good God, and a good Con- 
fcience Dangers, and troubles, and miferies are nothing, 
they lofe their terror and their force when thefe two fet in with 
the fufferer. Paul made nothing of Bonds, and the Apoftles 
rejoice at fcourging ond Ging inprifcns. The inward peace and 
tranquility which a righteous perfon feels, fuffering for righ- 
teoulneffe fake, doth un{peakably tranfcend all the delights and 
con- 
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contentments that the world can afford to another man. It 
overcomes pleafant and bitter temptations. There are four 
things which neither Devils nor wicked men can bereave a righ- 
teous perfon of. not of communion with God, not of con- 
folation in confcience, not of help from God, not of fruition 
of happineffe. 

Are dangers, very great dangers, incident unto righteous zy , 
perfons > then let me advife all who think upon or intend 4 A vice co him 
righteous cenrfe to preconfider aforehand what the paths of righ- that intends a 
teun/neffe may coft them, not rafhly to become profetfors, but righteous courfe 
deliberately to weigh and to digeit the worft that may befal to preconfider 
them. Not onelythe {weet and natural effets of religion, "ack mn 
buc alfo che evil intents and pra&tifes of evil men , we mutt fuf- © Y™ 
fer as wellas believe. 

Reafons why I give this advice are thefe , 

1. Be confident thar if you be throughly rightesus , fome tf yoube righ: 
kinds of dangers fome time or other will befal you. Paul KNEW teous [ome 
that bonds did abide him. All that wil live godlily muff ex pelt kind of dan- 
to fuffer, 2 Tim,3.12. Indeed if aman hasan heart or a con- gers will befal 
fcience that can laviere or tack about to any point, and as!" 
fome Phyficians have a Cathelicon for any difeafe, fo if any 
have a confcience temperable for all times and actions, thefe 
Politicians may perhaps cunningly lofe a foul tofave a body. You 
may as foon think to carry a Ship to the Zndies without billows 
or waves, as to carry a foul to Heaven without trouble. But if a 
man does embrace godlineffe in the power of it, and doth 
con{ciencioufly order his foul and life according to the rules of 
righteoufneffe, troubles and exigences fome way or other, 
fometime or other, are incident to him: Chrift inculcates it 
much and often on his Difciples. 

0b. We may talk that men want difcretion, and therefore 
expofethemfelves totrouble: poflibly in fome particulars they 
may (and I would gladly fee the man this day living who doth 
not. ) 

Sof, But were aman as wife as Solomon, yet if he were with- 
all as righteous as David, the difcretion of the one, would ne- 
ver quit him from the rage and malice of wicked men againit 
theother. There is fuch a natural antipathy in evil men te 4 
righteous paths, chat it is not the direction of prudence, no nor 

ye- 
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_ yetthe obligations of nature, that can reftrain them., Cain 
kiled his cwn brother becaufe he was righteous, Prudentre- 
{pects are not of more vigour then natural. God hath fet fuch an 
irreconcileable enmity ’cwixt good men and wicked men, ’twixt 
the feed of the woman, and the feed of the ferpenr, that no true 
difcretion can ever compofe it; until you can pervert a good 
man to be evil, or convert an evil man to be good, you can ne- 
ver alter the hatred of fin inthe one, nor the malicioufneffe a- 
gaint Goodneffe inthe other, You fhallte hated of all men 
for my names fakt, Mat. 10.22: Therefore look for them, 
though now in peace, now in profperity, P/ad.30. 
If you enter 2. If you enter upon a righteous profeffion without expeltae 
uponarighte- rion of the croffe or dangers , its athoufand to one bat you will 
i SP rove Apcfrates, you will fall away in times of perfecution, you 
ani, will fall down with that houfe which was built on the fands, when 
you are in dan- the winds arofe, and the waves bert onit, and great was the fall 
gecto be Apo-of that houfe. There are two prefages of a heart that will 
ares, never hold out ftedfaft in religion; One, no folid humiliation 
for fin, another no expettation of trouble: When d man hath 
nothing in his brain, but a fools Paradife, he never minds the 
power of gadlineffe, nor the troubles for righteoufneffe. There- 
fore Chrift puts the Croffe as the firft letter for us to fpell. He 
that will be my Difciple, let him rake up his croffe and follow me, 
If the Croffe will not down with us, affuredly Chriftianity : 
willnot down with us, Some Jades if any thing croffe the 
way, or proves clamorous, they prefently throw off their bur- 
then and runaway: our Profeffion will quickly off, if Crofles 
and dangers be the onely Hellsunto us. 
if we foreestt 3. If before hand you premeditate the dangers, they will not 
dangersthey fo dejedt and difquiet you When they come: Telaprevifa minus 
will not fo = ferigur. The heart can more earneftly feek unto God for 
much d:je ftrength to bear, and for refolurion to perfevere in righteous 
us when they" baths, Even fiery trials will not feem ftrange nor be fo pre- | 
valent a difturbance, as to drive us to irregular carriages, where- | 
as if we look for no troubles when they do befal us, they will 
-at leat amaze us, and unfettle our thoughts. 
Bur in the third place, fince great dangers may befal ‘us 
walking in righteous paths, be pleafed to admit of two forts of 
directions , 
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1. What to be furnished withal againft they come: 
2, What to do when they do befal us, 
1. What to be furnifoed Withal before and againft they wia tobe 


come. rarnitbed wi h- 
I conjeCture thefe qualities are excellent pieces of armor to +!) bef re dane 
put on before the battel. gers rome, 


1. Solsd repentance. Brethren it is of all times the bittereft, ie g 
when a black night, and a foul confcience meet together, when `” 
the winds buftle without and confcience quakes within: when 
the malice of men is like che fhadow of death, andthe accufa- 
tions of confcience are worfe then deathvit felf. It was a won- 
derful rejoycing that S. Pas/ had in all dangers, viz. the re» 
ftimony of a good confctexce, yea, when he pleaded at the Barre 
for hislife, yet this gave boldneffe, that be hed exercifed brnifelf 
to keep acon(cience werd of «ffence towards Ged and men: Some 
think that fuch a friend if dangers fhould come, or fuch a piece 
of money perhaps will help, but, @&c. You knew not theyie — s 
gor of this, whena perfon doth folidly humble, and ferioufly. 
reform his heartand and wayes, purgeth out the love of fin, 
walks uprightly with God, believe me fuch a perfon hath made 7 
God his friend, and Confcience his friend, and fhall be able not 
onely to look the fhadow of death , but even death it felf in 
the face. If troubles prevent-repentance they are exceeding 
burthens ; if Repentance prevents them, they are but a Tight _—_ 
yoke: asthe Bafilisk if it fees the man firk, heis dead ; ifthe 
man fees it firft he is fafe. Sound repentance begets found 
fhoulders to bear, and {tout feet to ftand under and againft all 
dangers, therefore get it, 
2. Sincere Love. Love the paths of righteoufnefs for them- Sincere love. 

felves, fupra omnia, contra omnia, The Devil hath a paflage 
concerning 7ob, Chap.1.9. Doth Fob fear God for nought ? 
importing that there are different grounds moving mento fear, 
or ferve God. Some are mercenary and meerly fervile, becaufe 
God may hedge about them and their houfe, and all that they 
have, and blefs their works, and increafe their fubftance, v. 10. 
fo that the onely inducement unto them to profefs righteoutnefs 
is nothing elfe but profperity, outward bleffings, ec. Others 
are ingenwons and purely filial ; even the natural excellency in 
God and the excellency of the paths of righteoufnefs, jae > 

Aa ab- 
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abftracted from all fecular and terreftrial motives, even paffives 
are made eafie by love, as facob for Rachel, Matth. 13.21. 
When tribulation or perfecution arifeth becanfe of the word, by 
and by be is cffended, A wicked man takes irill that aman 
muft be fo put to it, as to leave paths of righteoufnefs, or riches, 
friends,pleafures, ec. Now if you would bear up under dan- 
gers, and calamities, you muft then get < love of God, and of 
righteoufneffe for it felf, and them cheugh all thofe hedges be 
taken away, you will yet cleave faft unto God and his wayes : 
yea though many waters, many tryals, many dangers fhould 
prefent themfelves, yet would you abide, and hold on Rill in 
the paths of righteoufnefs, A fl:ve that ferves fora little mo- 
ney, he will {teal away from his Mafter if the enemies break in; 
but the loving wife fhe will take part with him in death, rather 
then fhe will diferchim. The Apoftlein 2 7im.3.8. fpeaks of 
men Who were of corrupt minds and reprobate concerning the 
faith, (i. ) they quickly fhrank, they made fhipwrack of faith, 
and a good confcience,they gave off the paths of righteoufnels. 
Why, what might be the caufe of it? refle& onv. 2. and 4. 
They Were lovers of themfelves and lovers of their pleafures, 
more then lovers of God. Butthey in Revel. 12.11. Loved 
the Lamb more then themfelves , and therefore /oved not their 
livestothe death, 
Self denial. 3. Self-denial. Dangersand Troubles do ufually foyl them 
© a. tnoft, who fear them and chemfelves leaft. The trembling 
Chriftian alwayes proves the {touteft champion : He whois fo 
forward to vaunt of his own firength, may onthe next encoun- 
ter, mournfully bewail his own weaknels. 

Chrift tells his Difciples of an exceeding danger prefently to 
enfue , that the Shepherd hounid befmitten, and all the flock, 
would be fcattered, Mat. 26. Peter prefently undertakes more 
then all, Though all foould forfake thee, yet would not I: He 
who was the greateftin prefuming, wasthe firft and higheft in 
~ forfaking.. For my part I like that Chriftian moft, whois 

E abives is constant, but Wwifely filent ; and whoinpaffives is re- 
———-~“folved, but not too confident. This man knowes the weight of @ 
————~burchen, and will affuredly hit the way to Heaven for ftrength 

to bear it. (g 
Fach. 4. Faith, There is not fuch a Grace againft dangers, as Eo 
i gi s er .. 
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Nor to root and eftablifh usin righteous pathsas this? Ic finds 
fuch fuperlative excellency and contentment in God, Chri ~ 
Righteous paths alone: it inables aman to contemn the faire 
beauties of the world, and to fail on againft the fouleft ttorms = 
It feeth a God, and our God engaged with all his mercies to 
comfort us, with all his power to fupport us, with all his juftice 
to plead for us, with all his faithfulnefle never to leave nor to 
forfake us. Wouldft thou be able to ftand again{t dangers, to 
hold on in paths of righteoufnefs againft the fhadows of death, 
then get Faith. A faith to covenant thee with God, a Faith to 
unite thee to Chrift, a Faith that can admire the excellencies of | 
God and his wayes, a Faith chat can prefer the favour of God, ——— 
the expectation of Heaven, the truths of Chrift, the wayes of — 
righteoufnefs before a thoufand worlds, a faith that can find 
Heaven enough in God alone. i 
5. Pious prudexce. Which is fuch a circumfpe& difpofal of PiousPrudence 
our wordsand actions, that we do not give advantage to the 
adverfary, nor put our felves ungroundedly, or unwarrantably 
into danger. For though a man may be very good, yet his fuf- 
fering lis not alwayes for what is good. To /uffer asa bu- 
fie body, or as an evil-doer the Apoftle approves not. 
6.Get a large flock of all graces by prayer,and now if dangers G:t a large 
and neer troubles come, you will find you have not a grain of = fix 
Faith too much, a degree of patience to fpare, all will be little = 5 
enough to keep the heart up: you fee whata do there is with “~~ 
us to keep upin ordinary croffes and loffes; our Paflions do 
exceed our Graces, and we will hear nothing {peak but fenfeand = 
corruption. What then will be done in greater dangers ? you 
fhall find it a more difficult thing to bear upin Paffives, then to 
go on in Actives. 
Secondly, what todo under dangers and troubles: What to do’ 
1. Look up to God, and if ever, now fet faith to work. under dangers. 
Commit foul to him, body to him, life co him, fafety to him, all Lock up toGod 
to him, let him do what feems good in his own eyes. If ever and fcc faith 
God will thew himfelf, it isin times of danger, e know not On work. 
What to do, but yet our eyes are upon thee, faid Pebofhapbat. 
Though we know not what to do, yet God knowes what to do. 
O reft on his mercy his power, his truth,never, never more then 
now. 
Aaz 2.Lift 
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Lift up eyes 2. Lift up cries toGod. Belege Heaven when dangers be- 


to God.. fiege you, in the fhadowes of death, pray much tothe God of 
life , all your fupport is from him, ail your ftrength, all your 
comfort, ali your deliverance. Never infit on depths and 
heights of dangers be they never fo great, fo fearful, its nothing 
with God to deliver thee from them or to preferve thee under 
them. There willbe no endurance without prayer, no benefit 
without prayer. 

axit Patience 3. Evert patience. Do not fall out with God nor with 
your own fouls, nor falla railing atmen, fet thera curfe, but 
do you blefs ; let them perfecute, but do you quietly fuffer the 
will of God, your times are in Gods hand and your perfens in his 

_ protection, 
Confiderbim "4, Confider him that endured fuch contradittion of finners a- 
thatendured  -ainft himfelf, leaf ye be wearied and faint in your minds, Heb, 


h contradi- : ; 
i 12.3. If Chrift endured‘ fo much for me, fhould it feem much 


ners. that I endure a little for Chrift? Thefe are two great cordials 
- in our fufferings, viz.. 1. For Chrift. 2. With Chrift 
Courage 5. Get Courage > Let not your hearts fail you nor faint. 


Dangers may feparate friends and eftates , but not God, his 


word will not fail you, his promifes will not fail you, He a 
not aGod afar off: He knows our fouls in adverfities. Who 
was it that fhutup Noah in the deluge? in the hardeft times. 


you fhall be fure of the kindeftGod , and ifa righteous caufe 


bring you-into- dangers, a righteous God will bring you: 


out. 


Now F proceed to the Refolutionof David: Though he. 
did walk through the Valley of the fhadow of death, yet he 

would fear noevil, Whence obferve, 
Dotz That Righteous perfons are fearlef[e even under the fhadows 
Righteous pers of death, (.1.) In the greateft dangers. Here this caution muft. 
fons are fear-, neceffarily be premtfed, (viz.) That this fearleffeneffe is inthe 


lefsunderthe righteous, when they being affured of their intereft in God and” 


greacefidangers are under the power of faith. This muft be remembred all along. 


This affertion Thisaffertionisevident, s. In Precept : To Abraham, Fear 
isevident.. ot, faith God, Gen.15.1. I am thy fhield. So to Ifaac, Gens. 
Ep Precept. 26.24, Fear not for Lam with thee; So Chrif to his Difciples, 


Furke-1232 Fear mot lists flack, jt is your fathers plealmre, Ce. 


ie 
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So the Prophet to the Church, 1a 8.12. Say you not aconfede- 
racy, neither fear nor be ye afraid. 41.10. Fear them not, for 
Lam with thee. 13. Fear not I will be/p thee. 

2. In Prattice: David is periecuted by Abfalom, and for- In PraGige. 

ced to flie, but not caufed to fear : Look on his metcal inthat 
extremity of danger , he is full of prayer and full of confidence, 
Pfal.3.5. 1 laid me down and fiept. Some cannot lie down, but 
run up and down in danger, andcthough they can lie down,yet 
they cannot fleep ; but David doth both, for he hada good 
God about him, the Lord faftained him. Ver.6. 1 Will not be 
afraid of ten thon{ands of pecple that have fet themfelves againft 
me round about. Oneman againft ten thoufand, Set again{t 
him with malice, Round about him with power, yet he is not 
afraid. Thelike you read of him, Pfal.27.3. Though an boft 
foould encamp againf? me, my keart foall not fear, Gc, And of 
Daniel, he feared not aden of Zions. nor the three children a 
furnace of fire, Nor the Apoft/es all the threats, prifons,{cour- 
gings, deaths, that evil men could invent or execute. 

But this Affertion requiresa little Explication, for it fnay be 

thought a very culpable difpofition to be fearleffe,when as God 
commends fear as Capat Sapientic, the beginning of Wifdom , 
Pfal.r11. 10, and commands fear, P/al.2.11. Serve the Lord 
with fear; and encourageth to fear, Prov.28.14 Bleffed is the 
man that fearethalwayes. And it feemeth by S. Pa#/s defcrip- 
tion that the fearleffe man is the graceleffe man, Rom.3.18. 
There is xo fear of God before their eyes. 

For the difcovery therefore of the fenfe of the Propofition, The fenfe of 

remife thefe particulars. the propoficion 

There is a Reverential Fear of God, a Penitential Fear to ¢lesred in the , 
fin, a Diffidential Fear, a Fear chat breeds ditfidence and ee 
dejefion. -ae 

1. Fear may be taken two wayes, viz. Either,. Fear may be 

Metonimically, for the caufe of Fear, Mencia lil 
Properly, for the quality of Fear. esi * af 

When we fay, Thatin the midh of dangers righteous perfons ni 
are fearlelfe , it is not fo Stoically to be conftrued, as ifthere 
were no natural quality of Fear in chem, but that there is no juit 
caufe of Fear. 

2. But then you muk diftinguith of. che motign of Fear; it 
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The motion of is either Natural and Regular ; Preternatural,and Turbulent. 
fear iseither Dangers may afficere ftir up Natural and Regular fears in them, 
oo but there is no caufe why they fhould excite Preternatural and 
P - ernatural, TUrbulent fears, namely, {uch as do untwift and beat offour 
and Turbulent confidence in God. So then it is not an abfolute fearleffeneffe, 
for this were ftupidity, but only a comparative fearleffeneffe : 
Their fear is like a River wherein a man may fafely fwim, but 
not like Noahs deluge, which overtops all hills, it doth not 
obruere, drown their confidences and hopes. 
Fearmaybe , 3. Fear may be confidered Ofjeétively, and Subjes 
confidered, ively.: 
OdjeGivey  Objedtively ; AsitrefpettsGod, or the enemies of God. 
Now when we affirm that righteous perfons are fearleffe in dan-. 
gers, we mean not that they fear not God, Chrift advifeth 
his Difciples, Rill to fear bim, who can caft foul and body into 
bell, And fo the Prophet advifeth the Church in her dangers, 
to Santtifie the Lord of Hofts, and to let him to be her dread ana 
fear, \fa.8.13. Only this is intended that their égo6ia, or want 
of fear, isin refpect of Gods enemies, ‘So that it is not rimor 
privativus,no fear that is due, but timor negativus, anot fear- 
k ing where no fear is proper. Yet the enemies of God may be 
- confidered two wayes, either in refpet of their Authority, fo 
they are fubordinately to be feared. Of their Crue/ty, fo not 
inordinately to be feared. i 
` Subjettively, And bere comesinthat diftinction of Penal 
Subjt&ively. and Penitential fear ; the former is commonly called Servile or 
- flavith fear, arifing from malum pæne; the latter is called Fi- 
lialand Evangelical, which looks at Malum cu'pe, This lat- 
ter is moft'proper to the people of God, in whofe hearts God 
doth put this fear, but the former, which is called fometimes 
avetuadsrtias, the [pirit of bndage, Rom.8. and fometimes 
oveiuadeasias, the fpirit of fearfulneffe is in fingular degrees 
fubdued in righteous perfons, though not altogether; and be~ 
caufe denominations arife from dominions, they are therefore 
Arguments to faid (in re{pect of this) to be fearleffe. 
prove the Eight Arguments to demonfirate the uod fit : 
Quod ft. x, In their greateft fraits they can goto their proper helps. 
A Ne wee know not what to do, yet our eyes are towards thee, 
can gototheit 2 Chro.20.12. 
proper helps, 2. In 
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2. Ingreateft dangers they arethemfelves, Hu heart i fix- 
ed, mitir in 7 Lod, fal 2.7. And they can make ufe Fi a 
proper abilities, of their Graces, as Afo/es, Exod 14.13, Fear arethemielves. 
ye not, ftand ftill and fee the falvation of the Lord. Pfal.q> 11. 

Hope thon inGod, for I fhall yet praife kins who is the help of my , 
countenance and my God. 

3. They are then moft exquifitein prayer, moft in pleading They sre then 
the promiles, moft in wreltling, as Pacob, Gen.32. So Ifa. 64 8. mk cxquilice 
But now,O Lord, thon art our father, Gc. V.9. Be not wrorh in Prayer. 
very fore, neither remember iniquity for ever, behold, cc. 

Thus they {pread their condition, hold theirrelation, implead 
the promifes, &c. 


4. Even then they can make ufe of their pan experiences They can make 
what God hath doneto others and to themlelves. ule of former 

5. Their hearts have been very high When their conditions have experiences. 
been very low, Hab.3.17,18. Although the fig-tree hall not blof- ap DaRi 
feme, neither foall fruit bein the vine, Gc. yes. I wil rejoice in heir pme 
the Lord c. 


are low. 
6. They have been careleffe of men inthe very prefence of They sre care- 


extreme dangers ; the Apoffles fing in prifon, reprove them, lels of men in 
&c. Thethree children, Beit known anto thee, we wil nos ia € 
Cee. E 

7. They will not (werve from Gods will, or leave God what- They will not 
foever dangers happen to them, Pfal.44.17,18. Ad this is come (werve from 
upon us, yet have We not forgotten thee, ec. Our heart ts not Gods will 
turned back, neither have our fteps declined from thy 
way. 

8. They would not #feany unlawful means though at band they would 
to free themfelves from dangers ; David would not touch the not ule sny un- 
Lords ancinted. 

This eolia, or fearleffeneffe, may be confidered two wayes, 
either Qsantum ad affettum voluntatis, according to the difpo- 
fition of the will or Qaoad effettum paffi.nis, according to the 
excurfion of the affetion. Itcannot be denied that even a righ- 
teous perfon hath feared dangers, tranfiently, in a paffion, pre- 
cipicantly,as David, who faid, J hall one day perifh by the hand _ — —— 
of Sanl, and thereupon fliesto the King of Gath, but judge 
of them by the defire, temper, endeavour of the will, thus they _—— 
fear not, their heart is fixed, they know whom they have 


ted. 
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lawful means. 


18 4 Yea, though I walk, 8c. 


Take them in ftat», in the courfe, notin Mots, in every indi- 
vidual motion, take them in affecta,in the defire not in efecte, 
in every expreflion,take them in the renewed part and as chem- 
felves, thus they fear not any evil chat man can do unto 
them. 

Reafonsofchis And the reafons or caufes of this fearlefenffe of man, or dan- 

Fearlefnels. gers by man, are thefe, 

God hath 1. Ged hath wrought in them atrue fear of himfelf, he hath 
wrought in put his fear into their hearts, Jer.32.40. Now the true fear of 
tbem a true fear God purgeth or cafteth out all vain fear of men: As when 
ofhimfelf worldly forrow prevailsupon the heart, one fingular remedy is 

to (pring another forrow, Godly forrow, and this would drown 

theother, Soisit with the true fear ofGod , -itis that which 
will caft out fear ofman. Chrift bids his Difciples( though they 
‘were as Lambs among Wolves, and though they were caft into 
prifon, yet ) notre fear men ; but how fhould they helpita 
why, faith he, fear him who cancaft foul and body, ee. So the 
ooo prophet, fay not a confederacy, éc. Ifa.8.12. neither fear, How } 
a confederacy, a combination of powers again{ft them and not 
be afraid. It cannot be, Nay faith the Prophet, I will fhew 
———you how it may be, Sanétifie the Lord of hofts himfelf, and let 
him be your fear and dread, v.13. Davidhath the like paffage 
in Pfal, 112.1. Bleffed is the man that feareth the Lord, 
v. 7. He foall not be afraid of evil tidings, his heart is fixed 

trufting in the Lord. | 
They know = 2, They know that the originals of fear are not inthe creaa 
that the origi- pyres, Menareafraid of men becaufe they take them to be 
he tess more then men, They do not underftand how weak and de- 
— pending a thing every creature ts,both for being, and operation; 
| who art thes that thou foouldeft be afraid of aman that fhall died 
and of the [foa of man who fhallbe made as grafe? Hai.y1. 12, 
q. à. there is no fuch caufe for to fear man, for he is but a weak 
piece of clay , a very breath, a fading leaf, he muft dieand 

mmm; theres an end of him. He can do nothing {of himfelf, as 

Chrift to Pilat : what can the ftouteft arm (alone) do? Man 

hath not power to ftretch forth his hand, nor to fpeak a word 

but by permiffion. Laban dares not [peak ill to Jacob, and Hae 

Not an heit of #4n could not for his life root upthe fews, nor could Baslam 
our head,&@ ( though he would have done any thing for gold) curfe ies 
d when 
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when God reftrained him. As the Creatures cannot inveft us 
with good, no more can they of themfelves infeft us with evil ; 
they are like Scare-Crows in the fields, if the Birds knew them , 
they need not fear them; or like Ugly Vizards,which look terri 
ble, but that’sall. The Original Powerfor evil or for good,and 
the controlling power of ali ations isin Godalone, Ergo. 

3. They are in covenant with God, and God with them there- They. eed A 
fore they fear no evil. God delivers this as a Cordial to Æ- Covenant with 
brabam again all fear ; Fear not Abraham, lam thy fhield, God, and Gad 
Gen.15.1. Though a thoufand arrows be darted, yet if one with them. 
hath a fhield co defend, or to take them off, he needs not to be 
afraid , for a fhield that takes off the danger, is as fafe asan 
houfe where no danger appears. Now the Lord is thefhield 
' ofhis people; (i. e.) Whata fhieldis to our bodies, thatis _ —— 

God to our perfons, to cover, to fhelter, prote& , take off all 
dangers, &c. 1/a.43.1. Fear not, ver.3. For lamthe Lord shy 
God. David upon this very ground is couragious and confi- 
dent in P/al.27.1. The Lord ss my light and my falvation whim 
foall I fear? the Lard ts the Strength of my life, of whom fhall I 
be afraid? his life did depend on God, notonman, If God at 
be our God (as affuredly he is if we be righteous perfons) what pa 
can man do againft us? wherein can wicked intruments be too 
hard for him? is any thing tos hard for God to do? or canany 
be too hard for God to hinder him ? 
In Power they cannot for his power is over all ; it is infinite, 
he is great in Rrength, rules the Nations, breaks the arms of the 
wicked, and accounts of them but as the duf of the balance, or 
as the drop of the bucket. He candowhatfoeverhewill,and = — 
evil men can but do what he pleafeth. n 
In Wifdom they cannot, for he excels in wifdom, knows (in 
refpe& of extenfion, and inrefpect of diftin@ion) far beyond 
man, every thing, and in the exacteft manner ; fees all the pro-_ 
jects, {nares, traps, devices , and takes the crafty in their own  — 
craftineife, and catcheth them in their own fnares. Now God 
hath ingaged Himfelf, and all his Glory, and all his Attributes 
to his people. Should we fear the mighty man, when yet we 
have the Almighty God ? weak man, having a Strong God ? 
mortal man, having an Immortal God? foolifh man,having the 
Wife God, &c, 
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‘They have 4. They have much clearnefe iv ccnfcience; and integrity - 

much clearnefs in confcience breeds audacity in confcience. Wicked men feat 

in confcience: Where no fear is, many times the fhaking leaf doth fhake them, 
and a found of dreadful terror is in their eares; their own fha- 
dows, the fhadow of fhadows, their inward fancies are fufficient 
to diftreffeand amaze them, Guilt is on their confciences, and 
much guilt breeds much fear. Cain can reft no where, and Fse 
das is altogether unquiet, a wicked man is afraid of every man, 
and of every place. And let dangers, real dangers prefent 
themfelves to any wicked man(as death,frowns of great perfons, 
arraignments) Why! heis prefently at deaths door, Dan- 


= ger no fooner falls on him without, but many fins rife up and. 


wound him within, fo that he hath no hope and confidencein 
God, orman, or himfelf But Integrity begets confidence : 
The wicked fleeth when no man perfueth him , bur the righteous 
are us bold as a Lion, faid Solomon. The fearful Hare quatch- 
eth at every noife, but the {tout Lion lies unmoved at the great- 
eft clamors. 
` Confcience maintained by uprightneffe, will be as Noah's 
Ark againft waves. Hezekiah found it fo when the fexrence of 
death was brought unto him, and David inthe cafe of Sanl , 
and Paul under his Trials We have little caufe to fear dan- 
gers when we have anexcufing confcience, and a never forfak- 
ing God, 
Theynave . §. They have Faithin them, and can live by Faith: The 
Faith in God , juft hall live by his Faith, faid the Prophet, Hab.2.3. He 
ee © p {peaks of the Babylonifs Captivity , and the dangers byit, at 
ee ne oneal which time the Juft or righteous fhould live,but how ? by Faith, 
__ by trufting on God. Now Faith,efpecially(the living by Faith 
fet us out ofall dangers, and compofeth all fears. The ed 
-———~Goney in the Rock, and Bird in the Net, and Chriftianin his. : 
God, arefafe. Thou holdeft me by the hand, faid David: Let 
_— the dangers be like the waves , yet Faith fets us ona rock 
that’shigher then they, Let them breakin onuslike a {term 
of hail,yet Faith can find a San@uwary and a Shelter; The Name 
of the Lordss a ftrong Tower, the righteous run thereto and are 
fafe. Let the dangers be never fo many, yet Faith opens our 
eyes (as the Prophets fervants were opened) to fee more with 
ws.then againft us, God, and Chrift, and Angels, &c. If om . 
i i S -coulda 
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could fee God, the Almighty God, 1. Engaging himfelf , 
2. Himfelf working for us, we would not fear ; but Faith feeth 
him as Ours, and likewife confidently refts uponhisa@ive pro- = SS 
vidence, ordering, reftraining, preferving, difpefing of all for 
our beft fafety. As when 7:foaa knew that hewho fsod by 
him with kis [word drawn was a Captain of the Lora of Hofts,ch, 
5.14. this did hearten him. 

6.Laftly They may be fearlefs notwithftanding all dangers, for Their dangers 
as much as thofe dangers fhall never do them hurt but good: And hail never do 
who i he that will karme you if ye be followers of that which is them burt bur 
good? 1 Pet.3.13. All things, faid the Apoftle (who particu- 800% 
larly had fpoken of dangers before) pall work, together for p—s 
#zto them that love Ged, Rom.8.28. The ftorms do turn over ~~ 
and fink other fhips, yet the fhip of the Church is only ate =a 
more f{teddily and more fpeedily by them : Their Graces, their 
Prayers their Converfations, their Scrength,cheir Comforts ne- 
ver abound more then under dangers. Let the dangers come 
never fo clofe, yet they are fure to get by them. Wicked men 
tear their bodies, but God will preferve their fouls, wicked 
men confifcate their goods, tut God fupplies their comforts ; 
wicked men banifh them this life, but God will give thema 
better. What man needsto be afraid of any thing , which 

_ will make him better, or make him happier ? 

Now for fome Application of thisto our felves. Are righ- Ufe 
teous perfons fearleffe in times of danger, (.i.) Not overwhelm- 
ed with dejections, not loofing confidence and hopes? Then, as 1E you would 
ever jou difire to find courage and confidence in timcs of danger , fn) er fidence 
firive to be righteous in times of profperity, Je is an ill thing intimes of 
when deluges are flying in, that either we muft have no Ark, or 42786 ftrive 
an Ark yet to make. If great loffes fhould befal you in your'?"¢ Hehous 
relations, orinyour conditions, miferies fhould breakin, or rcfperity. 
(which cannot be avoided) death fhould prefent it felf, 1 affure ~ 
you that an unrighteous perfon would find a fharp work and — 
time of thefe. He may fwagger, and fwear, and vauntnowas _ - x 
Gaal did over Akimilech, being abfent, ?udg.o but when- 4- 
bimilech prefented himfelf with anarmy,then as Zebul to Gual, 
here is now thy mouth wherewith thou faidh Who is Abimilech 
that we fhould ferve him >? Is not thes the people whom thou kaft 
aefpifed ? That you fhall find in unrighteous men in their pa 
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__-—Sperity, nothing but infolency and derifions of dangers, in times 
l danger, nothing but quakingsof confcience, and like Nabal, 
their hearts fink like a Rone within them: The finners fhall not 
fiand in Judgment : They are driven as the ftubble before the 
wind, andas droffe are they confumed. When dangers and 
_ troubles befal them, their confciences alfo rife againft them, and 
God alfo beholds them afar off. But righteoufnefle takes off 
guilt quiets confctence, yields confidence towards God , finds : 
all the cities of Refuge fet openin the times of trouble. It is 
our Breft-plate in Profperity, and our Target in Adverfity. In 
a good day it is our Sun, in an evil day itis our Shield; it isthe 
Daughter of Grace, the Mother of Peace, anchors Hope, quick- 
ens Faith, injoyes God, and fears no evil. 
tae Richtee. 2 Being righteous, then beinduftrious to keep out inordinate 
af sei A, diffident, perplexing fears, though Ter do indeed be- 


ousto keep cu: fal you. It isa moft culpable error in any who profeffe good- 
ma nefle to be guilty of Levity, either in matter of doctrine ( that 
cars... 


<—every wind thereof turnesthem) or in appearance of danger , 
that every cloud which arifeth (though it be but a fancy, but ~ 
admit it were real)doth amaze, and hurry and rout them. Af- 

~ furedly, either they did not look for dangers when they began 
____to.profeffe Piety, oriftheydid, yet when dangers approach 
__they.do not look toGod. They forget that he is a Godas 

~~ wellin the Vallies of Danger, as in the Mountains of Profpe- 
rity. Theireyes are onmen , fearsofmen, talk of men, how 
great, how cunning, how malicious, how implacable, and I fear 
their own contrivances if rightly fearched into, more how to a- 
void then ftand under dangers. Let me {peak freely to you, AsStr= 

idity is too dul a fin for a wife and fenfible Chriftian fo Timidi- 

ty is too rafh and light a fin for a judicious and believing Chri- 

The danger inftian. There is more danger and hurt in it then you are 

giving wayto aware, to give way to exorbitant. fears in times of dan- 

exorbitant fears ger. 

ETR 1. The fin in it felf is high: You will hardly believe the 

felfas high, _-greatnefle of it, how much /do/atry isinit, how much Zafi- 

a - delstyisinit, how much Di/obedience to God there is in it. 

God commands me not to fear man, but I do over fear him ; 

~ this is exprefle Difobedience. Again, I fhould fear the Lord , 
 thisTdo.not when I over fearman; here’s Infidelity. 1 muft 
Vat ~~ ae = not: 


æ 
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not make the creatnre a God, but this Ido when T exalt it fo 
high asto over-fear it. If I truft on the power of the crea- 
cure as original for my good, this ts /ds/arry; and fo if I over- 
fear his power for my ev.l,isnotthis /dolutry too? 

2. Itiscaufele(s,and therefore the worfe. A wicked mankis ehli 
he onely hath caufeco fear, bucthe righteous man who hath a 
God,a Chrift, an holy Spirit, all Heaven and Earth, engage- 
ments of Allmightineffe it felf, {pecial love from God, Graces, 
Covenant, cc. and onely afew condemned creatures whom 
God abhorres, and hath threatned to break them in pieces with 
arod of iron and to defpife their image, csc. wt quid time- 
rent ! 

3: And thecaufe of many a fin, many an irregular act :_In-Icis the cau 
ordinate fear,(look on it inno mean perfons for righteoufnefs) of manya tn. 
you fhall feeit hath engendred many ill effects, the fear of man 
isa {nareuntohim. Abraham was afraidof men and twiceit _ 
made him zie, and expefe the chaftity of his wife. The like effet ; 
in Jfaac : David he is overcome with fears, and furely he fhall — 
one day perifh. What fins ran out of this fear befides giving 
Gods promife the lie (which he excufed by faying it was tn bus 
bafte, Pfal. 116.) He firft tellsa plain untruth to Apimelech 
the Prie 1Sam 21.2. The King hathcommanded me abaf- 
nefs &c. and by being relieved by Abimelech occafionally ic coft 
him thedeath of 85. perfons v.18. which David chargeth up- 

Onhis own account, v.22. and here it refts not but he runnes —__ 

to eferhih king of Gath, andthere with much hypocrifie and __ 
diffimulation carries the matter too, asyoumay fee 1 Sam.27. 

3.10, ec. What fhalll fay more, we find it puts us on inor- p 
dinate courfes. Youknow whither Peters inordinate fear of 
man carried him, even toa treble dexial of his bleffed Matter: 

J know him not, {wears he knows him nor, begins to curfe, to- 

ufe imprecations if he knew Lim. 

4. Andvery difcorfolarive. Whenthe fear of man prevails Tt is very dic 
onus, you would not think whata chain itis over our (pirits COMosive. - 
and abridgment to our lawful delights, or to the comfortable 
fruition of our felves, it hinders faith, distracts duty, quencherh 
joy ; we cannot ferve God with a quarter of that freedom and č 
cheerfulnefs, but think, whatif I fhould lofe my liberty ?what, 
if my children è what, if my ftate ? œe. The Prophet come. 
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pares him that fears continually every day becaufe of the fury 
of the oppreflor, toa captive Exile, a banifhed man inan un- 
known Countrey , who walks ( I warrant you ) very fadly, 
Captivated man, one taken prifoner and laid in Gaol with 
bonds and in the dungeon, ec, Itis amiferable life which is 
nothing elfe but a meditation of trouble, a fhip under every 
___ Wind, it makes our lives, our duties and walking fad and 
Wher may we heavy. 3 
doto prevent Ob. But what may we do to prevent overwhelming and di- 
oad fturbing fears in times of danger? 
Anexalta:fon A > 4 x 
of Godinall 804 Iconjeĝuretharthefe directions may be proper, viz. 
che artribures of 1. An exaltation of Gsdinall the attributes of kis [pecial 
bis fpecial pro- providence, If the thip hath no anchor, or if that anchor can- 
vidence. — pot feel the ground and faften to it, no marvel if it floats up and 
down, and be ftrangely toffed with every wave. Soif the foul 
_ fave no faith, orif that faith do not fix ona God in time of 
~ troubte, it will then reel and ftagger and be driven with all 
“winds and waves of fear. If we look onely on men, what they 
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mind can difcover a greater ftrength to remove it, orto bear 
the evils feared. The Lordison my fide Iwill not fear (faith 
David, Pfal.118.6) what man can do unto me, and again, 
w.7. The Lordtaketh my part with thm that help me, therefore 
I fall [fce my defire uponthem that hate me. Here was faith in 
David and fuch a faith as exalted God above man, that though | 
men did hatehim and men did work and ftir againft him, yee 
faith he Z we nst fear, and why ? becaufe firlt, The Lord is en 
Thele princi- my fde ; and fecondly, The- Lord taketh my part. The Chri- 


ples muft be ac- {tian muft lay down thefe particulars as infallible principles , 
knowledged. ajz, 
Rp tine _ 1. That God is the Al-[ufficient God and Supreme Lord, 


entGod, Godof Gods, and Logd of Lords, he reigneth over all, and 

__-none is to be compared to him, or can doas he can do. 

That his gee ——_2- That bi government of the world ts noidle and loofe infpe- 

vernmcnt of fion of things, buta diffind, watchful, altive providence look- 

che world 8 ing on, and ordering, and difpofing of all creatures in their con- 
waichiul. ——~dittons, intentions, operations and purpofes, 

3 That 
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3. That as his love is more [pecial to his people then others, H's love is 
fobis care over them is more fingslar tken towards others, Eig more nee 
shar keepeth Ifrael doth neither lumber nor fleep, Pfal. 121.4. Sad wae aot 
His eyes are ever open towards the righteous, as to the Templeihem fingulae. 
of Solomon, andruntco and fro through the earth, to hew him- 
felf ftrongin the behalf of the upright, 2 Chron. 16.9. So that 
God having affumed into a neer relation unto himfelf, He is 
neer to fuchthree wayes , 1. Inthe tenderneffe of his providence, £ 
(he keepeth them as the apple of hiseye; and tre bears them Deu:.33. 37. 
up as #pon Eagles Wings, Deut 32.10. and underneath are the 
everlafting arms) and 2. inthe greatneffe of his providence, 2- 
He rides upon the Heaven in their help and inhs excellency on 
she skies. The eternal God is their refuge. heis the faicla of 
their help, and the [word of their excellency, and therefore all 
their enemies foall be found liars unto them, they hall tread up- ag 
ontheir bigh-places v.26. and 29. And 3. inthe perpetuity of 
his providence;be will never leave them nor forfake them, bat will H:b.13.5. 
be their Ged and guide to death.1fany Chriftian did know allthis _ 
and believe it, it would affuredly conquer inordinate fears of 
men, or dangers by them. qra 

2. As God muft be exalted by faith , /o peace muft be made Péace muft be 
With Ged : for itis not the naked apprehenfion of the fuperio- msde with 
rity and greatneffe, and wifdom, and fidelity of God which re- 7°" 
moves fear ( nay thefe may affi@ us with more fear and flight, 
if all chefe fhould be as fo many Canons mounted on the bat- 
teries againftus ) but there muft bean amicable apprehenfionof 


a 
LD 


Ve oor 


conciled God. If we bein aneftateof enmity with him, we 
can have no confidence nor affurance againft fears ; but if we _ — 
bein aneftate of amity, that our fins are pardoned, enmityis  _ 
flain, allftands right ’cwixt us and God, then we need not fear 
though the whole world be fhaken, and the mountains be calt 
into the depths of the fea, fee how the Scriptures cleer this, 
Job 11.14. Zf iniqaity (this is the make-bate, the breach of 
the peace *twixt us and God) bein thine hand (faid Zophar ) 
pat it far away and let not Wickedneffe dwell in thy Tabernacles. 
Suppofe this be done, if we remove fin, will this remove fear? — H 
- V15, Then foale thon life wp thy face without pot, yea, thon 
d halt: 
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: Jhalt be fiedfaft and fhalt not fear. Whereas another perfon 
having peace yet to make with God, dares not to lift up his 
face to God, and 1f dangers come, he is unftedfaft (.4 ) unfetled, 
knows not what to do, what to think. where to fix, thou fhalt- 
then confidently look on God, goto hm,be accepted, protet- 
ed, and thou fhalt be ttedfaft, thy heart fhall be fixed and pre- 

: ferved, and thou fhalt not fear, ( 4.) thou fhalt not be diftra- 
ted nor dejected with fears of any evils. Thelikeexpreflion 
doth Eliphax the Temanite deliver, Jeb 22.21. Acquaint thy 
felf with God and be at peace, thereby good foall come unto thee: 
What good ? v.23. Thou fhalt be built wp (1, but evil men 
may quickly pull me down, they will attempt me perhaps fo, 
but) v. 25. The Almighty himfelf fall be thy defence. 
v.29. edndwhen men are caft down then fhalt thon [ay ,There ts 
a lifting up. v.30. He fhall deliver the Ifland of the innocent. 
_Therefore if you would maintain your hearts againft prevailing 
fears, away with fin, put iniquity far from your Tabernacles. 
-Opon all the glory foall be a defence, faid the Prophet Jf. 4. 5. 
Wickednefs is afhame, and reproach, and difhonor , Get 
innocency , uprightneffe, be in covenant with God, make 
peace with him, then may youconfidently apply your felves 
unto him, and commit your felves unto him,and reft quiet from 
fear of evil: Ha truth then willte your fhield and bucklery 

Pfal.g1.4-. 
Afolidandex-' 3» 4 felid and experimental perfwafion of the goodnefs of the 
perimental caufe, Thisimboldens the heart much, and fubdues fears of 
perfwafionof men: a man may fuffer fometimes Jmpertinently, through a fore 
os aih ward indifcretion, medling where he needs not: for matters 
of the cafes e hich neither his general nor particular calling will warrant, as 
abufie-body in other mens matters, 1 Pet.415. there is no com- 
fort in this . }u/#/y,for fome vile and bafe tranfgreflion. The 
hand of juftice maybe ftretched out againft a man for finsa- 
gainft God or man, or both, and now he fuffers as an evil-doer, 
and hath juft caufe of repentance, and forrow,and fhame : For 
rightevufneffe fake; For Chrifs fake, for his truths fake ; and 

__if aman hath not onely the profefiion of this, but the expe- 

__xience of this, be hath before hand given up his-heart, as well 

as his nameto Chrift; yeahe hath experience of the excellen- 
_~ty_ of thefe truths, of the goodneffle of this righteoufnels , 
sf COile 
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confcience is perfwaded of them, firt by the teffimony of the 
word that they are no other then the very truths of God, and 
fecondly by the influence of them on tke keart, reforming the — 
heart more and more accordingto the word, and com- 
forcing and eflablifhing the heart. I affure you fuch a 
caufe of goodnefs known, not upon humane tradition, but be- 
lieved upon for divine authority, and fealed in the confcience 
with the power and comfort of it, will put life and courage in 
a Chriftians heart, it being for the name of Chri/?, for his truth, 
for hiscaufe , Paul is ready not cnely ta be bound, bus alfo to die 
at Hiernfalem. And therefore they that fuffer as Chriftians, 
the Apoitle (1 Pet.4.16.) bids them glorify God, it is nota 
thing that they need to be ashamed of and fear, but to glory 
and rejoyce in : and wills them alfo in v. 19. to commit the 
keeping of their fouls to God in well doing as unto a faithful 
creator. They may put all they haveinto Gods hands, and he 
will fafely keep them and all of them, they need not to trou- 
ble themfelves. 

4. A right conception of man would be of good ufe to a- 
bate our inordinate fears of dangers contrived againft us by 
man. Three things ferioufly confidered would dott. 

1. His vanity. Heis but a vain thing , like a bladder that Of his vanity, 
fwells, but itis filled onely with wind, or like a dream builded 
up with ftrange fancies, but one jogg awakens a man andall 
was but a fancy. True, asthat weak creature and foolith, did 
once put on the Lions skin, atthe firft the beafts were affraid , 
but when they efpied his ears, they were nothing difmaied. So 
evil men may affume a kind of divinity, Pilat conceives he 
hath power to bind Chrift ; and Haman to deftroy the eves , 
and Pharaoh to imbondage J/raed , and fometimes they fet their 
mouths againft the Heavens, and fay, whois Lord over us ? and 
we willdo what feems good in our eyes. Nevertheleffe ftudy 
man throughly, look not on his proud boaftings, but on his in- 
trinfecal and real conftitution, he is a very weak, empty, una- 
blething. Sennacherib he willnot leave a manin Jerufalem, 
and the Angel of God goes out, andinone night kils 180 
thoufand of his army, and he is forced to remove his fege. The 
King ftretched out his arm againft the Prophet who cried out 
againft the idolatrous Altar, buche could do nothing,ss arm 

5 i Ce l wither- 


A right con- 
ception of man. 


Yea, though I walk, &c. o Verg 
withered, he could not pluck it inagain. Manis buta very Cy- 
pher of himfelf, He would be wife but is as the wild A Ies Colt, 
and would be great and yet his habitation isin the duff: a 
wicked foul he hath, and therefore weak; a body of clay, a 
frail matter , What íis man and whercinis heto be accounted of? 
for the Scriptures do fhew him to bea very vain thing, 

Dependency. a. Subordination: Heisnot of God but the workmanthip 

ef God, and isin his hand as clay inthe hand of the Potter. 
‘Though he be fullof wrath (which is as fire) yet God can re- 

ep _ tain that wrath, ashe didreftrain that fre from burning the 
Z p -three Children, Though might be fometimes in his hand, yet 
——~“{tis but as inan hand; if the head conferres not influence, the 

hand lofeth its might, You fee many wheelsina Clock, not 

one of them ftirres if the great wheel moves them not, all the 

power of man is under the great power of God. There is fuch 

natural and neceflary fubjection of man to God, that as hecan. 

do no good without Gods affiftance, fo he can dono evil with- 
——out Gods permiffion. As Bernardof theDevil, Nihil poteff, 
7 nifi mifus vel permifus. T here are many devices 12 the heart of 
man, but-the counfelof the Lordit fhail fand. All thecons 

foundings, and intanglings, and difappointments, and ftops, 

and over-rulings of the plots and practifes of wicked men in 

Scripture, fhew that they are under another, they aredragons - 
i in chains, 

Motability. + 3, A¢utability:Manis a very Meteor,a Vapour, but a Breath: 
he may devife many things, but ina moment he dies, is taken 
off, and all his thoughts perifh , there is anend of him, and of 
all his proje&s, A wicked man is more mutable then another 
mam, though every man be under aatwral mutability and 
change yet the wicked are under a judicial mutability too. 

. Not onely their nature but their wickednefs expofes them to a 
fhortnefs, therefore God many times cuts them off in the midit 
of their days:( Ungodly men live not ont half their days.)& takes 
them off with fome fudden curfe and judgment,as you may read 
of Pharach, and Haman, and Herod, and Pulian,&c. Ifa.2.22, 
Ceafe from man whofe breath isin his noftrils, for wherein és 
he to be accounted of >? A good Argument afd Motive not to 
fettle. our hope on one who is buta breath. And the fame 

~ Prophet wlth the fame argument not to fear him, 7/5 1.12770 
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art thou that thou fhouldft be afraid of a man that fhall dic? 
and of the fonof man wko faill be made as graffe. 

5. An intimate dijydication of daxgers themfelver, We ufe A imimate 
to conftrain fearful horfes to come to the places or buthes which rede + 
make them fear and ftart, and many times this helps that ill Sone 
quality intvem. If Chrifttans would habituate and accultome 
their thoughts to look upon and perufe thofe things which we _—— 
call evils and dangers, they would lefle fear them. When we 
mif-apprehend things we areapt to over-apprehend them, and 
ignorance isnotone of theleaftcaufs of fear. Now inpro- 
fperity and liberty confider, why! what isit for aa evilif I 
fhould lofe an houfe ? an eftate ? a life for Chri? Whatif 
men fhould frownon me? defpife me? revile me? afi me? — 
Areany outward things the chief of things? Canthcir pre- 
fence make me happy? how then can their abfence make me 
miferable ? With all thefe I muft of neceflity part one day. Is___ 
it not more honorable to part with them upon good termes, 
then on compulfive. Chrift did forgo more forme then 1 can 
for him ; and what is it wherein man can hurt me? This body 
he may, my eftate he may, my liberty he may, my foul he can- 
not touch (that’s above all his malice) nay and what can I fuf- —— 
fer in my body, which God cannot now make up with ftrength, _ 
and comfort? or will not hereafter reward with a glorious im- 
mortality? What though man curfeth, as long as God bleffeth2 
though he wounds, as long as God comforts? though he de- — 
fpoils, whiles God fupplies me? he forfakesme: Thoughhe _ 
frowns on me, whiles God fticks to me? while God {miles on _ 
me? though he thrufts me out of earth, when Chrift hath pre  — 
pared a manfion for me in Heaven, 

6, Fear of fix is another good help againft inordinate fear Bear of Ga 
of danger, you know the old diftin@ion of malam {cu/pe and 
malam pæne (nful evil, and forrowful evil, Sin isthe firft evil 
and the greateft evil, and indeed fin is the onely evil, Nothing 
makes us evil and miferable but fin, miferiesdo not. Now if 
wedid look and judge of fin as the maximum formidabsle,as 
that which hath in it che moft proper caule of fear and flight , 
external miferies and dangers would not make fo deep anim- — — 
prefiion. Outward dangers and miferies, they do not, 

Deprimere flatum : your condition is never the worfe: — — WW __ 

Cta the 


Tea, though I Wak, &c. Ver.4., 


the gold is as good and pure when it is inthe fire as when itis im 
the coffer. 

Diminuere titulum: you ftand inas neer and firm relation ` 
and as dear unto God, and he owns you with as paternal affe- 
~ ions asif your conditions were exempted. 

Avocare auxilium: for though our friends dare not, or wilt 

not accompany usin dangers, but as S. Pau? complained al? 

M forfook, me, yet God flood by me, faid he, he will own our per- 
fons and fafeties when we own his caufe and truths. 

Suffocare Solamen, ftifle any neceflary and proper influence 
of Comfort, Though we have not the light of the Sun yet 
we fhall have the light of Gods countenance: though we heat 
not the lips of peace by man, yet we fhall hear the voice of 
peace in our confciences. - 

eAnnihilare Preminm: The Reward is not the lefs, nor- 
the lefs certain for our perfons, becaufe of dangers incident to 

—our bodies. It may be mans pleafure to give us trouble, but it- 
_—_ is Gods pleafure to give us a Kingdom. Jf we fuffer with 
Chrift, we foall reign with him, faid the Apottle, 2 Tim, 2.12: 


Thus far of Davia’s couragious refolution (I will fear xe 
evil. ) Now I proceed to the ground of it (For thon art 


: with me.) Whence a third Propofition doth refule, viz. 
Dottr.3. That God is prefent with his people in all their dangers 
God is prelent and.troubles, and that prefence of his, isthe ground of 
with bis people + Je; 1 » a 
in all their dan- their confidence. 
gers, and this 


istheground Thos] A God, my God: e4rt] not onely haft or wilt, 

of their. confi- but art: With me | notonely with others but with me. 

dence. You will perceive that there are two Branches of this Af- 
i fertion ; . 

Two Branches, 1. That Godis prefent with hisin-all their dangers. 


God is prefent ~ 2, Divine prefence is the ground of Chriftian confi- 
with his in all- dence. 
cangtrs. 


1. For the firk of thefe, The Scripture -is fo copious and 

To Abraham, apt, as fcarce inany Article the like, Deut.31.6. The Lord thy 

laac êc. Jaco> God he it is that doth go with thee. 1643.2. When thou pallet 

in his troubles £ . 

from B(au, through the waters, I will be with thee, &c. Vf.41.10. Fear set 

Nash, David. for Lam with thee, be nor difmayed, for Lam thy Ged. ok 
~ w i l ~ 


= 
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Queft. 1. What this prefence of God with his people in their Waa: this pre- 


dangers and troubles is n Aa 7 
Sol, Some difinguifh thus, there is a fourfold prefence ofi her Lare 
God: , 


, i 3 gers is. 
3. One is Natural: And thusis he prefent with all Crea- A fourfold pre- 


tures: rt her fhall I flee from rhy prefence? Pfal.1 39 Ta That fese: of Goi. 
Philofopher faid well, That Ged was a Sphere whofe Center was N ruai, 
every where, and his Circumference nowhere. Andto the fame 
purpofe likewife S.Chry/cftom, in Colof. 2. Nu/quam ef tom «, 
Deus & ubique ef Included inno place and excluded from no 
place, faith another. Not thatthe Divine Effence is multiply- 
ed as creatures multiply, for Infiniteneffe cannot multiply , nor 
can Perfection multiply , nor that the Divine Efferce is ming- 
led with other things, for abfolute purity 1s not capable of any 
mixtion: Nor chatitisan Accident in the Subje@ , as white- 
neffe is prefent to thewooll, butasan univerfal principal and 
caufe is prefent with its effects for Production and Confervation, 
fo is God prefent with all the Creatures. Prefent with them , 
1. Via produftionss, by railing them up. 2. Via fuftentationes , 
by ftaying ofthemup. 3. Via inclinations by giving unto them 
power of motion, 4. Via obfervations, by taking notice of 
them, §. Vie ordinations, by governing and ruling of them and 
their acts to the fervice of his glory. 
2.A fecond is AZajeftical: And thusis he faid to be prefert in n: fica 
heaven; and we pray to hi r Father which isin heavens” 
pray tohimascur Fat ; 
not that heaven is circulus concludens , a place wherein God is 
fhutup,but Palatium refplendens, the Court (as it were) where 
his Majefty in acts of Wifdom , and Power, and Mercy, and 
conjunction of Grace and Glory, doth moft of all appear. As 
the Soul of manthough it bein every partof man, yet it doth 
principally appear and manifeftic felf in tbe heart and brain, 
SO, &c, , 
3. Athirdishis fudicial prefence: And thusis he prevent Judicial.. 
with ungodly men, bya particular obfervation of their perfons 
and wayes, and by a fpecial deteltation of chem ; and by his fe- 
verecomination ofthem, andaifo by a certain deftruction of 
them ifthey repent not. 
4., Afourthis his Gracions or Favowrable prefence : m 
SNUS » 
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For thou art with me,&c, Vera 
thus God is prefent with his people at all times, in/eparabiliter, 
and in dangerous times eminenter after a more fingular manner ; 
as the parents are with the children (alwayes) by a loving care, ` 


-but intheirfickneffe, then with a moft tender compaifion. 


Therefore righteous perfons are faid to be the Temp/es in which 
the Lord doth dwell, and the Golden Caxdleficks amoneft 
which he doth walk; andthe Houfe of the Living Gad. Now 
this gracious prefence isit of which we are to tpeak, and it is 
nothing elfe bur (as it were) the Exerting the Divine Naturein 
all the Attributes for the good of righteous perfors. Whenall 
thofe gloriousAttributes of God da(asit were ) pitch their tents 
roundabout us,and exprefs their virtues in a gracious manner for 
our beft weal. His Wifdom to diredt, his Power to prote& Mer- 
cy to comfort them, Goodneffe to fupely them. 


Gods gracious The which gracious prefence, is either, - 


pre(ince is, 
Laternal, 


Bxrernal. 


God prefenc 
with his 6 
waies, 


Difpysando. 


Internal, Refpecting the foul and con{cience in our fpiritual 
condition. , 

External, Refpecting the body and eftate in our temporal 
condition. Though it be crue that Godis prefent tothe fouls 
of his people in all their exigences, yet the affertion is only in- 
tended of chat gracious prefence which ts converfant about their 
bodies in external dangers. This external prefence may be di- 
videdinto, 1. Real, or 2 Seufible prelence; in the one God is 
prefent with us, but we mav fay as facob, The Lord us in this 
place and I knew it not. Inthe other he is with us and we be- 

shold his Arm, as 7e/oue the Angel of the Lordto be onhis fide 
againft the enemies ofhim and Ifrael. It is granted that many 
times God doth not feem (efpecially if fenfe be judge, which 
cannot fee any prefence of God butin afairday ; weak eyes 
cannot fee fo well in the dusk) tebe prefent with his people ; 
If the Lord be with us, why hath all this evil befallen us? faid 
Gideon, Judg.7. Yet vealiy in the effes of his providence 
(though not alwates fenĉbly to their opinion Jhe is prefenewith 
them in their gieareit dangers and exyremities. 

1. Difpon aco; By difcofing ofall miferableevils, fothat 
not one hair of their heads fh:ll fall to the ground without his 
providence, A/st.10.°9. Asevery Mercy is a Drop from the 
hand of his goodneffe, fo every Calamity is a Dram weighed 
out by the skill ofhis providence, 
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2. Componendo ; By compofing of their Spirits fitting them Gompenendo, 
with hearts to bear the Croffe, paflive and patient abilities ; 
for as God gives unto his people active hearts to believe and 
do his will fo alfo he gives them paffive hearts to fuffer his will, 
Phil.1.29. 
3. Corroborando, By ftrengthening their weakneffe, for of Corroborande. 
all duties we are moft infufficient to thofe which are paflive , 
we are weak in all, but moftweak (ofourfelves) in thefe.Ifa, 
41.10. Fear not for lam with thee,l am thy Ged,| wili ftrength- 
en thee, Ver.14. Fear not thon Worm Jacob. He encourag- 
eth Paul, Act.23.11. The Lord flood by him and faid, Be of gond 
chear Paul, &c. And therefore the Lord will moft ofall thew 
his power (at thefe times) in our weakneffe , and hence it is 
(I think ) that our Graces become more {trong to work,and our 
hearts are filled with moft inward comforts in the times of fuf- 
fering, becaufe God knowing our weakneffe , is pleafed to add 
his own ftrength and comfort to uphold us. 
4. Limitando, By reftraining dangerous evils menaced by Limitando, 
evil men, bridling and checking the fury and infolency of them. 
~ The remainder of wrath foall he refrain, ashedidin Antiochus ~ 
Epiphanes againtt the Jews, by ALattathias and his fons; and 
in Licinins,and Maxentius,and Maximinns (ifI forget not ) 
by Conftantin, and by his Angel againft Senacherib, 
g. Liberando; By giving a good iffue out of all troubles. Literande.. 
T Wo Wings were given tothe Church, and asin 1 Cor.10.13. 
which alludes unto David being delivered from Sax/, Though 
Sanl hemmed him roundabout , and fo by delivering Perer 
out of prifon 2nd from death, againft the cruel expectations of 
Heredand the Jews. And Chrift before that from Herods ploc* 
to kill him , as he did the Jews/alfo before that) from Hamans 
wicked device forall their ruine. Inftances abound in this kind. 
of Gods preence with his people intimes or dangers. Noan’s 
Ark for him againft the common deluge, AZofes’s Ark of bul- 
rufhes taken up by Pharaohs daughter, David atfeveral times 
in thecafe of Saul and eAbfalom, Fonas inthe Whales bellie , 
and in the depths, yet fet on dry land ; our own prefervation of 
this Kingdom in §8.and the 5" of November. Exod 6.1.Now 
fhalt thon fee what I will do, &c, 
6. Benedicendo, Performing all the good which he hath Bencdjcenda . 
ue 


Verde 
promifed, notwithftanding all dangers and oppofitions, turning 
all to good, as that of 7ofephs brethren, &c. 
Whyisthe `  Oueft.2. But why is the Lord thus fingularly prefent with 
yet al his people in their greateft dangers? 
ps Em. ol. 1. His Covenant is fo, To be with them for ever. Iwill 
istobewith never leave tkee nor forfake thee, Heb.13.5. that’s a branch of 
them for ever. the Covenant. And though his people be in the waters and in 
thefires, yet his promifeis to bewith them. As when God 
faid, He will be our exceeding great reward, this is abranch of 
the Covenant for our good forever: So when he faid, That 
be Will be our fhiela , thisis another branch of the Covenant a- 
gainft any evil incident to us for ever. 
Wispecpleneed 2. Hss people need his prefence moft in times of danger, When 
his pretence doth a man need a brother ora friend, but inthe day of adver- 
moftintimes {ity ? When wants, troubles, diftreffes, fickneflescome, then 
ofdanger. is the time that we need the counfel, the help, the comfort of a 
friend. When calamities and dangers break in, and allare fet 
againft them, thenisthe Time , thetime for God to work and 
help, and the time when the people of God moft need his fuc- 
cour and help; This is the day of Salvation, &c. - 
GodisaFaith- 3- AsGod isa Kind friend, lo he is a Faithful friend, a 
ful Friend. friend loves at all times , faid Solomon: God is fuch a friend 
who loves not by fits and ftarts, but fincerely and ftedfaftly ; 
and therefore though Davids friends fall off,and parents ferfook 
him, yet God did not, he took him up,Pfal.27.10. And though 
when Paul was brought before Nerc,all men forfook bim yet the 
Lord flood with bim and firensthened him, 2 Tim. 4. 16,17: 
There be thefe three Qualities of a right Friend, 1. Affection, 
2. Bounty, 3.Conftancy, as in Jonathan to David. Carnal 
friends (commonly) are like the Doves, which neft only in fair 
buildings, or like fobs brooks, which fail in time of drought , 
we have them moft when we need them leat, Troubles and 
dangers are like Sclcmons whifperers they feparate very friends. 
But the Apoftle Paw/isconfident that neither famine, nor nae 
kedneffe, nor peril, nor word, nor life, nor death fhal! ever beas 
ble tofeparaze us from the love of God in Chrift, Rom.8. 


Now bispto- 4. Now his people, x. Seek him moft, and 2. Rely on him 
plelek bhin moft, 


motandity 5, This is a time wherein if God works all , tis his own 
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r U E E SS See iamnea 
fo itisacknowledged , Stand fiill and behold the Salvation of The fecand | 
the Lord, branch _— 

The firk Ufe fhall be for Comfort unto Righteous perfons | tee, a 
whatever their troubles or dangers are, here is encouragement nef, will fall in 
enough unto them, yee God ts With them, In Mat. 1.21,23. ye inthe Ute. 
find two names given unto Chrift, one is 7e/ws,another is Ema- Ufer 
nuel. and indeed conjoyn thefe two and there is comfort e- For Comfort 
nough, a Saviour, and God with ns. el oe 

But the comforts from Gods prefence are thefe, aan dome 

1. If God be with righteous perfons, then nothing is againft pers be. 
trem but weakueffe, weak children befieging a wall of Braffe : Five Comforts 
We imagin fuch extreme powers to be fet up againit the people !f God be wit 
of God, but there is no fuch thing, for no peoplein the world ieee i 
have fuch power on their fide as good people , for God is with too ae 
them, more with them then againft them , ifthe eyes of Faith nefe. 
were opened: only a few, weak, gafping creature: for life,who 
may be inftantly cruthed into nothing, none but thefe are againft 
them. 

2. None can be againft them but they muft be againft God bhima None can bese 
felf; For Godis with them, with them as a father with his gaint them, 
children, and as an husband with his wife, and asa confederate bu they mult 
with his alliance, offenfively with them, and defenfively with e = a 
them , and therefore evil men who vex and wrong them are ° 
faidin thisto fight againft God, A&.5.39. and to kick, againft 
the pricks,ACt.9. Dangers are near, fo is God, Great, the 
Greater God is near; Storms, but an Houfe; Arrows, but a 
Shield; Waves, but a Rock, 

3. There can be nothing done againft them: If God be with There can be 
us, Who can be againft as, {aith the Apoftle, Rom.8.31 è Why ? nothing done 
will you fay, that will all the Divelsin hell, and that will aj "890$ them. 
wickedmen, but Ridendus eft furor inanis , they are as no- 
thing, and can do nothing againft us, therefore Aguinas well 
expounds that sss contra nos? (.1.) Qais efficaciter ? and o- 
thers, Qu lefive © prevalenter? who can can be againft us 
foasto hurtus? Ifit be of God ye cannot overthrow it, {aid Ga- 
maliel, AC.5.39. Whatifall che world fhould ftrive to hin- 
der the Sun from rifing ot fhining ? Or like thofe Pigme’s , 
which went with their arrows and bowes to reprefs ths flowing 
ofthe Sea: Ludib;ious acts, and meer follies. 
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All tbat is 
plotted againft 
chem fhall pe- 
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Confider the 
Qualities of 
his prefence 
wich us. 


Gracious, 


Glorious. 


Fruitful, . 


For thon art with me, &c. 


4. Al that is plotted and done againf? the righteous fhall pe~ 
rih. The counfelfhall come to nought that is taken, and the 
word that is [poken foal not fland, for God uw with us, Ia.8,10. | 
The weapon may be formed but it hall not profper again them, 
Ifa.54.17: Their enemies foal be found liars , Deut, 33.25. 
He maketh the devices of the people of nove effet, Pial.33. 10 For 
all thefe attempts be but the works of men, ofevilmen, and. 
therefore fhall come to nought, e46. 5.38. 

5. Confider the qualities of his prefence with you, and it may - 
yield you fingular comfort and fupport. It is not malitisfa pre- 
fentia,as Sanls with David, nor otiofa, like the Egyptian to 
theIfraelites; but, 

I. It is Gratiofa , the prefence of a Loving: 
God. 

a rg is Gloriofa, the prefence of an Almighty 
(8) ` 


3. It is Frattucfa, the prefence of an A&ive God, 
who will bea Defence to you, a Shield to you, a Sun to you, a 
Salvation to you. None can withftand him, much leffe prevail 
over him. All the world cannot alter, nor hinder, nor conquer ` 
his love, and care, and intentions towards you.. Be your con- 
dition what it will, you may chear up that yet your God is with 
you. Can you want comfort when the God of all Confolati- 
onis with you?- Canyou want Mercies, when as the Father 
of Mercies is with yous. Can you want Grace, when as the- 
God ef ail Grace is with you?» Can you want Strength, when 
as the God of all power is with you? Can you want Counfel , 
when the God of Wifdom is with you? Can you want Friends, _ 
when as the God ofall Love and Kindneffeis with you? Can 
you want fafety, when as the God ofall the World, and whom 
all muft ferveis with you? Can you want any thing, when as 
the God of All-fufficiency is with you ? If a friend comes to 
thee , this will chear thee up a little in thy diftreffes, how much 
more fhould this, that Godis withthee? The little child is 
quiet, though upon the Seas, whenthe mother holds it in the: 
arms ; and why is the Chriftian no more fetled, who hath God 
with him, ftill holding of him up by theright hand of his. 
wer? 
` Let this fuffice for all , you are never left alone, the holt gee 
| ence: 
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fence is {till yours, the greateft prefence is ftill yours, the hap- 

pieft prefence is ftill yours, the prefence of him who makes 


our heaven and happineffe up hereafter , is yours; yours 
now, and therefore, now, let it make comfort and confidence on 


earch. 
In the fecond place, fee two things in the wicked enemies ofthe ©/e 2 
people of God, See inthe wick- 


1, Their Madneffe: They devife and practice againft the ji enemies x 
Generation of Gods favour and care, asif a Rebel could medle 5° pep h 
with none but the children of a King. Their wits, and mouths, Their Madnefs 
and hands are lifted up only againft them with whom God is in 
a {pecial manner prefent in his affectionand protection. They 
imagina vain thing , Why, will they not confider,that Balam 
prophecied of old, How hall I curfe, whom God hath not cnrf- 
ed? and how fhall I defe, whom the Lord hath not defied ? 

Their rage againft God and his people is endlefs, but becaufe it 
isagainft God, it fhall be fruitlefs, 

2. Their jaft occafion of Sadxeffe: TheLord is with his peo- Their juft ce- 
ple,what’sthat? thatisforhis people: he is not then with cefion of fed- 
the wicked , if noe with them,then wo unto them ; then he is "ls. 
againft them, and then their defence is departed from them, if 
they have noGod with them, they can have noShield with them, 
tbey cannot profper, they fhall come to ruine. He is with his 
people in their Worft times, and not with his enemies at their 
Beit times, but is ftill againft them. Mercy againft them, Pow- 
eragainftthem , Juftice againft them. God is again{t them 
and that in fierce wrath, and all the Creatures beagaii them, 
and all their own confciences are againft them. If the Lord 
once awaken to the Judgment, and to recompence vengeance 
to his adverfaries , he will bathe his fword in blood, anddrive 
them as the fmaller duft before the rempett. 

In thethird place, fince the Lord is prefent with his people in @/e 3 
their greateft dangers and diftrefles , we may hereupon be J-Inft-ucticn in 
ftrutted to feveral duties, Ceveral duties, 

1. Toorder our (elves fo, as that we may find Gods gracions Oter our T 
prefence with us inthe times of our diftreffes, or fhadows of felves fo as thst 


death. Two things here takeinto your confideration, - we msy find 
1. Motives to affeå you to this duty, mijai aot y 
2. Means or manner how to be fo. ‘fig ye 
Dd 2 The — . 
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For thou art with me, &c. i 
Motives to it. The Motives are thefe : 
Weknow not y, We do not know how [uddenly diftreffes and dangers may. 
how foon di- befalus: I [faid in my profperity, faid David, Plal 306. 1 faall 
ftrefles may , 
befalus 70t be moved. Ver7. Thou kall made my mountain to ftand 
firong, thou didft bide thy face and I was troubled. See how. 
quickly dayes of Di/tre/fe did follow the times of Exceffe , as 
clofe as the fhadow doth the body, as faft as one word can fol- 
low another, as foon ashe mentions his profperous eftate, pre- 
fently he complains.of a diftreffed and troublous eftate : - Lavi- 
cem cedunt dolor © volaptas, Thus was it with Hezekiah, he. 
is no fooner freed from a malicious death , that ruine which Se- 
nacherib threatned, but he is arrefted with a natural death, he is. 
fummoned by God to fet his houfe in order , for he muft not 
live burt die. Our outward mercies may in fome fort be com- 
pared to Pharaohs hoft, we may fee them al! complete this hour 
and alive, but the next hour all drowned and covered with wa- 
ters. The husband may prefently die or fall fick, and the child 
be ready for the grave, and wealth take the wings of the morn- 
ing, and friends fall off, and defertions, loffes, ficknefles, deaths, 
all forts of calamities befalus, al! help failed, all props remo- 
ved. Therefore order it fo that you may have God prefent. 
with you. ; 
Weknownot 2. Nordi we know how great and tedious the dimuelfe and the. 
how greatthe i freffes may be: Perhaps the evils which we fear may befal us, 
diftcefles may and the knot which is tied with the ftrongeft affections may be. 
=~ eut afunder ; that only which thine eyes look upon more then. 
all the creatures befides, fhall be rent from thee, and thou fhalt. 
not be able with all chy affe@tions, with all thy helps, with alt, 
thy tears to with-hold it from God. Perhaps fuch evils may 
befal us, asifGod be not with us, none willbe with us. Nay, 
perhaps the evils may feize immediately upon thine own 
perfon, thou mait be the man whom extreme ficknefle 
or irreverfible death may fummon to appear before God.. 
3..et fach times you will certainly need the prefence of God, 
‘Arfach times the prefence of his ftrength, and the prefence of his favour. We 
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we thallcer- @tenot, 1.more able, 2,but lefs able for paflives then actives , 
tainly need the for at fuch times, 


e / kad 
welnceofGod Our Affeltions are apt tobe mof impatient;was it not fo.with 
Fob ? A 


Que Fears are apt to be melt violent; was itno fo with Peter è 


-e e 


~~ For thou art with me,&c. 


Our unbeliefs are apt co be moft turbaltn’,was it not fo with 
David? 1 fhall one day perijh, &c. 

Our confciences are apt to be most unguiet. Troubles are 
many times like Phyfick which ftirs the humours, and fetch 
up clofer and perhaps forgotten tranfgreflions ; was ic not fo 
with ofepb’s brethren ? 

And Satan is moft ready to fifo in troubled waters : as the fons 
of }ac:b fell upon the Shechemites when they were fore, fo 
Satan falls heavieft when either our confctences are troubled or 
our diftreffes are multiplied. 

Now if all chis befall usand the Lord be not with us, what 
ftrange work fhal! we make of it? what was Sam/fon when the 
Lord left him?whatis che thip left alone? we can neither bear our 
diftreffes, nor free our felves from them, neither fubmit nor e- 
fcape. When comforts are gone and miferies break in we hall 
need a God to be our comfort , and a God to be our 


ftrength. | l 
4. For the times of diftrefe there és no prefence like the pre- Intimes of di- 
fence of a God: confider a few particulars for this: ftrelfe no pre- 


Fir, Afiferies will not be miferies if God hew himfelf pre- Ley 
fent With us, Ie is never mghtas long as the Sun fhines, and G34. 
who can complain of neglects, whom the King himfelf doth Miteries will 
enbrace and honor ? Thou fhalt go away with miferies, as Sam- notbe mifcrics 
fon did with the gates, and rejoice in trouble as the Apottlessi! God be pre: 
where Gods gracious prefence is not, there onely ismifery ,°" 
that’sa very Hell, but where his gracious prefenceis, there is 
Heaven, italone isa bleffed Heaven, and therefore no mifery 
is where it is. 

Secondly, hx prefence will anfwer the prefence of all other. 
comforts, Some dream of Manna that it had all forts eA ay ie 
taftes, as if all forts of meat were in it, and we readin the prefence of all 
Revelations of a tree that bare twelve manner of fruits Rev. other comforts: 
22.2. The Lord if he be prefent with thee inthy diftreffes and 
manifefts himfelf gracious unto thee, whatfoever thy diftreffes 
are, he can make all up in feveral comforts. He can be that to 
thee that a friend was, that an husband was, that a child was, < 
that liberty was, that plenty was: the ¿ight of Gods counte- 
nance Wasto David as much as all cornand wine, Pial. 4. 

3. His prefence will be better then the prefence of all ontward 

conse 
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His pretence comforts which fall off from usin our diftreffes and dangers , 
will be berer Pfal.63. Better then life, as Elkanah faid to his wife 1 Sam.1. 
thenthe prelence grieving for the want of children, Am not I better to thee then 
of siloutward py fons ? 190 18 thle prefence of the Lord, it is better by far 
comforts. : : ! 
then all other things. One Sun is more glorious and comfort- 
able then ten thoufand ftars. -What is the prefence of any 
thing if God be not prefent with it and thee ? The creatures 
can be of no more comfort and helpand ftrength ucto thee, 
then God is pleafed to put into them. As the Lanthorn fhines 
by the light of the candle put into it, or as the Moon fhines out 
by the light which the Sun communicates unto it, fo the crea- 
tures guide and comfort according to the influence which God 
imprints into them , now God who isthe caufeof ali their 
comfortablenefs muft therefore be a much more comfortable 
> good , his love is much better then the love of .a friend, his 
counfel much wifer, his power more ftrengthning , his prefence 
much more reviving and cherifhing. D 
Ji s gracious 4. His gracious prefence it enters into the very [oul and cons 
diefence enters (ciexce:All diftreffes are as the foul and confcience are, If they 
intothe very be deftitute and forfaken,then a man is forfaken indeed, heis a 4 
ee “"forlorn thing; if troubles come, and confcience be troubled 
he, if dangers increafe, and the foul be endangered too, this 
íis fad. Butif the foul and confcience be hail, if all be well fet 
-ind kept within,now diftreffes are but as waves that beat againft 
-~a rock. If the Lord faith to the confcience, thy fins are par- 
_„—— doned, and I am thy God, thou art pretiousin mine eyes, I have 
go _ accepted of thee in my Son, I will never leave thee nor forfake 
ee, This fuftains the fpirit of man, and then the fpiric of 
man will fuftain all infirmities. Pasd now is encouraged and 
———rejoiceth. 
2. The Means or wayes how to order our felves fo that we 


The Means may find God prefent with us in our diitrefles are twee 
howto order fold, 


f S l 
s 1. Privative. We mutt remove thofe things far from us 


find God pre- which will elfe remove Gods prefence fromus, v. g. 

fen > 1, Wemuft remove high tranfgreffions from us. Great tranf- 

Privative.  øreflions do eclipfe Gods honour and alfo eclipfe Gods favour: 

ao i. “ when there is arebellious prefence of fin, we fhall not find the 
ranfgrcffions, Gracious prefence of God + in great tranfgreflions we turn the 


back i 


$ 
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or thon art with me XC. 


of them, when though the fins be little in themfelves, yer they 
are committed with an high hand, with more delight and deli- 
beration, and obftinacy of fpirit. Either of them are enough 
to put off God from us (inrefpect of a gracious prefence. ) 


David (you know ) committed two groffe fins for the matter Píal, ¢r. 


of them, and what was the iffue ? why Gods prefence departed 
from him, both inrefpect of vigour and ftrength, as alfo in re- 
{pect of peace and comfort. And fo the //rae/ites fell into 
groffe Idolatry, E.xod.32.8. They made thema golden Calf, 
and what followed this > Z Will not go up in the midst of thee, 
(faid God) ch.33.3. For thon art a firff-necked people left [ con- 
fume thee ix the way. The Lord would not be with them unlels 
ina judicial and revenging way. 


2. We muft take heed of impenitency When we have commit- Take heed of 
ted fins,orelfe theLord will not be with us. It is poffible ™peakency. 


for a perfon or a nation to commit fome great fin, yet if they 
inftantly make up the breach, take up the controverfie, humble 
and confefs and reform themfelves, che Lord may be intreated 
again to be prefent with him: asyou know C14o/es immediate- 
ly begins and profecutesthe fuit with God to pardon the frae- 
lites great fin,and never left prefling of the Lord untill be grant- 
ed his prefence again. But if men will commit fin and lie in it, not 
fearch it out, nor humble themfelves, nor reform, then the Lord 
will not be with them. This isevident in another cafe, in that 
of eAdchan Fofh.7.andthe J/raelites they came to fight with 
the men of 4i, and fled before them,for the Lord was not with 
them, why, what was che caufe of abfenting himfelf? fee v.11. 
Ifrael hath finned, and v.12. Therefore the children of Ifrael 
could not tand before their enemies, but turned their backs be- 
caufethey were accurfed, neither will I be with you any more 
except ye deftroy the accurfed from among you. If we will 
have the prefence of our lufts, we cannot expect the prefence 
of ourGod. Therefore look to it,God ts not with thee, thou 
findeft it foin many particulars, the reafon is, becaufe fin is with 
thee in thy affections and continued practice, Thou art impent.- 


tent, ec. 
3.And. 


ee. F- — 
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Oe carp: 13 nee OF Infidelity. We read this in the Z/raelites again ; 
elity. the Lord had promifed the landof Canaan (in that manner 
F, that all temporal promifes are made wiz. conditionally ) but 
full they murmured and complained and believed not his word, 
they [pake againft tke good land: what befell them? the Lord 
confumed every one of them, their carcaffes fell inthe wilder- 
nefe. Numb.14, and at the fame time when the Lord forbade 
them to fight, Go ner up ( faid Mofes v. 42.) for the Lord 
is not among you, that ye be not {mitten before your enemies . they 
did not believe the threatning, but would prefume to go and 
fight, and were at{comfited unto Hormak, for tke Ark of the 
Covenant ftaied in the camp, andthe Lord was not with them, 
v.43.44. We deny our prefence unto thofe who dare not truft 
us , and God denies his prefence unto fuch as believe him not. 
Unbelief brings us into dittruft, and keeps out God from our 

fuccour. f Gad , iy 
4. Negled& of Gods worfhip and Ordinances. Two qualities — 
ribs remove > underftanding perfon from another - houfe : 
and ordinan- Firft, Opprobrious entertainment, OY Secondly Carelefs. Where 
CCS, a man is either reviled or neglected, what fhould he do abroad ? 
Not onely grievous commifiions, but ‘alfo incongruous omifli- 
ons caufe God to remove his prefence. When perfons care not 
to be with him inhis ordinances and duties, God will not eafily 
be found to be with them in their diftrefles. God'doth ufually 
proportion out an anfwerable dealing to our deeling: If we 
commit great fins, he will ftrike with great wrath, if wein 
our profperity flight him, he in our adverfity will hold off from 
us. Two things God doth tohis own people for their care- 
lefnefsinhis worfhip, 1. He trikes them: 2, He diferts them 
(for atime and in meafure). Seeitin (ant.4. They thall not 
fo quickly find God in point of help, who do fo quickly lofe 

him in point of worfhip. 

Carnal confie 5, There might be other qualities here alfo adjoined which 
dence., remove Gods prefence fromus, v. g, Carnal confidence. When 
we reft onthe arm of flefh, and truft to it for ftrength, com- 
fort, deliverance in or againft all dangers. This man ts curfed 
and tke Lord will forfake him, he fhall be like the heath inthe 
defart, and foall not know wken good cometh, Jer. 17.5,6. AS 
Inreguiat AQS. alfo irregular and extravagant atts, unwarrantable by 
s your 
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Se or particular Calling , ec. 

Secondly, Pofitive means or wayes how to order our felvesPcfiive means. 
that the Lord may be prefent with usin our diftreffes. 
Firft, Letit be yoursprime care to be tn covenant with him, Let yout prime 
* Jf you now chufe him to be your God, you fhall chen affuredly care berta bein 
find him to be your God: if he be the God of our love ano wich 
fear, hewill bethe God of our fafety and comfort. Wicked i“ 
men who ferve other gods, who like Pharach, know not the 
Lord , or asthey in fob, who faid to the Almighty, Depart 
from tts ; oF as thofein Pfal.2. Break bis cords, or asthofe in ` 
Jeremiah, will not obey his Word ; or as thofe in the Gofpel, 
They will not have kim toreign over them: When diftreffes and 
_ dangers furprize them, what can they do? towhom will they 
look 2 to God they cannot look, nay they dare notlook. Go 
tothe gods whom you ferved, andlet them fave you. 118.22. 
What confidence canthey have inhim, or expectation from 
him, whom they would not know nor own ?: but as I/aiah 8.22. 
They hall look unto the earth , and behold trouble and dark- 
nefe, dimnele of angui and they fhall be driven to darknefs. 
But if ye bave chofen the Lord to be your God, that he is your 
Godand youare his people, then in diftreffes the Cities of Re- 
fuge are open unto you,he will ftick to you,never leave you, cc. 
you have a Father to go to,aGod to flee unto, a God that 
willtakecareof you. Come my people (faith he Z/. 26.20.) Seeslio Mai. 
enter then into thy chambers and fhut thy doors about thee, hide 4:3. 
thy [elf as it were for alittle (pace untill the indignation be over- 
paft. Here are chambers (withdrawing rooms provided) not 
open chambers, but with doors, and doors fhut round about , 
intimating that guard of protection which the people of God 
fhall find from him, eveninacommon inundation. 

Secondly, You muft bein a prime manner now with him , ifYou muf be in 
you would findhimin a gracious manner to be prefent with? Prime -rs 
you in your diftreffes.In 3. refpects efpecially be with him now {a at 

1, By Prime Meditations: I thought on thee in tke night, By prime M:- 
faid David and when J awake, I am ftill with thee,Pfal 139.18.diwions. 

So Ajaph, lam continually With thee, Pfal.73.23. Meditate 
much what is his will, and how to do his will. 

2. By prime affections : Let your hearts be with him. Take By prime Af- 
delight to know him,and obey him. Fear his name, let che ft&ions. 
Lord have thy love, thy fear, thy defires, thy joy, ec. 

l Ee 3. By a 
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3. By prime {upplications : So muchas you pray, fo often 
are you with God, and ina feafonable day thall you find the 
virtue and fucceffe of thofe prayers inthe gracious and pecu- 
Jiar manner of Gods prefence for your good. The prayers 
now,fhall open a fingular prefence of God with thee hereafter, 
perhaps many years hence. 

Gitthe dipo- 3y. You muft get the difpofitions of fuch to whom God hath. 
fitions of fuch promifed his [pecial and gracious prefence. There are thefe tem- 
em oa pers of heart which fhall find God prefent with them. 1. Bro-. 
his aie ken. 2. Reforming. 3. Upright. 4. Believing. 5. Pray- 
prefence. ing hearts. : 
A broken heart 1. The humble and broken heart. For thus faith the High. 
and Lofty One that irhabiterh eternity, whole nameis Holy, I 
dwell in the high and holy place with him alfo that u of an humble 
and contrite [pirit to revive the {pirit of the humble and to revive - 
the heart of the contrite ones, If.57.15.The J/raelites mourned, 
and God fent help : the highelt heavens and the lowlieft. 
hearts are the habitations of Gods gracious prefence: 
Areforming 2: Thereforming heart: That puts off the provocations of 
far. God, and makes way for allhis fupporting and reviving attri- 
butes to be prefent with-us, and for his love to uphold usin 
Chrift, andfor all the promifes to drop peace and ftrength to 
us. ed candida telta Columba. The Ifraelites put away 
their Idols, then ee; 2 Chron. 15.2. The Lord is with you,.. 
while you be with him. Plal.so. He foews his falvation to him 
that ordereth his converfation aright. 
Anuprighe 3.. The upright heart, For the eyes of the Lord run too and: 
hearts. fro through the whole carti to few bimfelf ftrong in the behalf of 
them whofe heart is perfett towards him, 2Chron.16.9. So the 
Prophet to King A/a. Io the upright God isa Sun and a Shield, 
Pfal84.1z. Soagain P/al.11.2. His countenance doth behold 
the upright, and Pal. 5- 12- with favour wilt thon compaffe 
him, as witha fhield, and Pfal.112.4.To0 the upright there ari- 
Seth light in darkneffe, the Lord loveth the upright. His love 
is prefeat, Gc. 


By prime fup- 
plications. 


Avpraying 4. The like may be faid for a praying heart, unto which- 
heart, God is always neer, it finds the prefence of God. (P/al.145. 

18. Prefent with David; Peter, fonah upon prayers, and the | 
Folh.. Afraclises cries.), And fo doth Fairh, youread it often that 


I 
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in the Kings and others, when they relied upon the Lord in therr 
exigences, they found his admirable prefence with them for de- 
liverance, and vi&ory and comfort; e/a, Fehofaphat, David, 
&c. Faith finds out aGod,and a God with us. . 
Secondly, A fecond duty is for thofe in any diftreffe or dan- cpa ba 
gers patiently tobear all their evils from men, fora{much as the rh, = 
Lord is with them. Not to be impatient,’or vexing, or fretting, 
or grudging, for why the Lord is with them ftillin his gracious 
prefence. 
Thirdly, A third duty,thento goon in daty freely without 


cares and diftractions, for who can hurt you, as long as the Fredy. i 
Lord is with you? 

Fourthly, And laftly to bold up tke worfhip of God cheerfully. Hold up the 
You have a good work anda good God: there may be ftorms worlhip of God 
but you havea good Pilot , and there may be skirmifhes, but cteerfully, 
you have good armor , there may be dangers, but ftill you have 
a good God prefent with you ; pou have darknefs, but light in 
darknefs, you arein the fhadowes of death, but the Lord of 
tife is in the valleys of death, to guide you, uphold you, fecure 
you, preferve you, deliver, faveand defend you. 

Ob. But weare full of fears, though you fay that the Lord 
be prefent with us. 

“Sd. There muftbe a believing apprehenfion of Gods pre- 
fence to remove our fears, a reall prefence is not fuffi- 
cient. 


Ob. Butif the Lord be prefent with us, why isall this evil 
befallen us? 

Sol, Gods prefence is not to banifh evils from us, but to com- 
fort and fupport us under evils, and to moderate and order 
them: asa Father is prefent with a fick Child. All the pre- 
fence of God is not in deliverance, but he is prefent alfo in his 
affiftance, and in his comforts, though you be not delivered 
from your evils, yet you are inabled to bear them, and you are 


comforted under them, and thisis a gracious prefence of God 
with you. 


Ee 2 Psat, 


- 


Psat. 2334. 
——Thy rod and thy ftaffe they comfort me : 


HESE words contain the diftin@ and particular reafons 
iq of Davids courage and fearlefnefs under all diftreffes and 
dangers, fo faith he, Thy rod and thy ftaffe do comfort me. 

Some do conje@ure that David intends this of the word of 
God which is cailed a rod for its authority in directing, and like- 
wife a ftaffe for its ability in fuftaining the foul. 

Others do conjecture, that onely a modal difference of affli- 
Etiens is imported by the rod and the faffe, onely aleffer anda 
greater correction, asthe Jaffe differs from the rod onely in 
the quantity or extenfion , and then they make Davids mean- 
ing to be this, whether the diftreffe and afflictions befalling me 
be greater or leffer, more gentle or fharp , both of them are of 
a comfortable influence and ufe unto me. 

A third conjectureis , That thered here fpoken of hath re- - 
ference to the beep, and the /faff hath principal reference to the 
wolves. he fhepherds rod is Gods caftigation of his own people; 
the fhepherds ftaff, is Gods protetionand defence againft the 
T of his people,and both ef them are a comfort to 
David: 


I begin with the firft of thefe [ Thy rod doth comfort me | 
There is you know, 

‘1. Virgadura : The rod of the wicked, which David faith, 
foall not alwayes lie npcn the back of the righteom, Pfal. 
125.3. 

2. Virga dira: David calls it a red of iron, Pfal. 2.9. to 
break ‘in pieces the rebellious among the fons of men. 

3. Virgaregalis: The authority and power of Kings and 
Rulers, an Enfign of their dignity and government. OF it 
David alfo {peaks Pfal.110.2. and Rev 12.5. - 

4. Virga difciplinaris : Solomon {peaks much of it for the- 
child = and Paul (1 think) aims at Ecclefiaftical dga 

l when. 
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Ver.4,  Thyrod and thy flaff they comfort me. 


when be faid, 1 Cor.4.21. Shall Icometoyou witha Rod? 

5. Virga Pafforalis, the Shepherds Rod, of which there ar 
three Ules, 

1. Numerare Oves, To reckonup or count the fheep ; and 
in this fenfe they are faid to paffe under the Rod, Lev.27.32. tells 
them one by one; and even foare the people of Ged called the 
Rod of his inheritance, Jer.10.16. fuchas he takes fpecial notice 
or account of. 

And take the words in this fenfe, Thy Rod doth comfort me, 
it holds well ; q. d. Though Iamin fuch eminent dangers by 
reafon of evil men, yet this ismy comfort, I am not neglected 
of chee, thou doft not futfer me to perifh, thoutakeft notice of 
me, thou doft take and make an account of me, thy fpecial care 
looks after me. 

2. Provocare Oves, When the fheep are negligent and remifs 
in following or driving , the Shepherd doth with his Rod put 
them on,quicken their pace. And inthis fenfe alfo David faith 
well, Thy Rod doth comfort me; forit is a work which breeds 
much joy and comfort in the hearts of Gods people, when God 
doth put them out of a lazy, cold, formal walking, and doth 
(fome way or other) caufethem to mend their pace, to grow 
more active and fervent in his fervice and worfhip. 

3. RevocareOves; The fheep fometimes are petulanter di- 
vagantes, idly and inconfiderately ftraying fromthe flock, gra- 
zing alone , and wandring after other paftures, not confidering 
the dangers which attend them by fuch a feparation and wan- 
dring. And therefore the fhepherd doth with his Rod {trike 
and fetch them in again, and fo preferve them. 

Inthis fenfe alfo David might well fay, Thy Rod doth com- 
fort me, for it is a great comfort that the Lord will not leave his 
fheep tothe wayes of difcomfort, but brings them off from fin- 
fulerrings and wandrings , which alwayes doexpofe them to 
their greateft dangers and troubles. 

So that the words do intimate a fingular part of Gods guber- 
nation or careful providence of his flock. The only difficulty 
is, whether this be adminiftred by the Rod of direĝion, which 
efpecially appears in the Word, or by the Rod of correction , 
which eminently appears in our affliGions. 

Some Interpreters incline to the former, others rather adhere 

čo 


214 Thy red and thy fla they comfort me. Verg 
‘tothe latter; I willtouch on both, becaufe J perceive both 
are touched at by learned Interpreters. 
If you takethe Rod here for Virga Dottrina, for the Rod of 
Doé4trine, then this is obfervable, 
1. That the word of God ís a fingular comfort tothe people of 
-God even in the foadows of death. 
If you take the Rod here pro Virga Difcipline , for the Rod 
-of Corre@tion, then this propofition is obfervable, 
2. That even Gods afflictions afford caufe of much comfort to 
Gods fervants. 
I begin with the firft of thefe, viz. 
Det.. — That the Word of Godis of fingular comfort tothe people of God 
The Word ot jn their greateft diftreffes. What comfort the Rod and Staff 
“helen are to the fheep, that is the Word to Chriftians. The Word a 
to bis people in Rod for, 1. Dire@ion, 2. Prevention, 3. Excitation, 4. Re- 
their greateft vocation. How exprefsis David for this, in Pfal.119.92. Ure 
diftreffes, lefs thy Law had been my delight, 1 fhould have perifhed in my af- 
fliGiions. Plal.119 50. This us my comfort in my afflittions , for 
thy Word hath quickened me. V.93.1 Will never forget thy pre- 
cepts, for with them thou haft quickned me. He had funk, he 
had beendrowned,had he not catched hold on this twig this rod 
held him up, nay, and put life into him alfo. 
The Word is compared therefore 1. toa Rock for fafety ; 

2. Honey for fweetnefle, 3. Brefts for quickning. So the Pro- 
phet, J/2.12.3 with joy hall ye draw waters out of the Wells of 
Salvation. The Word of God (efpecially) in the promifes of 
itare Wells, they are Springs out of which a man may draw 
Joy and Salvation, even when inundations of calamities are rifen 
upon him, and likely to overwhelm him. 

The Wordof The Word of God may be confidered two wayes, ei- 

God may be ther, 


ee Formally, in refpe& of it felf, fo is it a Seminary of com- 
Formally, forts Comfort is init as life in the root,or as beams in the Sun, 
or as any effet inacanfe, It is compounded of fingular good- 
nefle, and fea'ed with fuch infallible truth, that it is there- 
fore able to comfort, anditay, and refrefh the foul in any di- 

ftrefle. 
_ Or, Effettually , as reaching forth a&ual comfort unto us : 
itil And thus; as honey which is fweet in it felf muft be cafted if he 
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will apprehend its {weetneife , and as light which is beautiful in 
it felf, mult yet have an eye opened if we will difcern its beauty; 
fo the Chriftian, chough che Word be a comfortable good and 
truch in itfelf, yet he muk have a believing eye, a believing 
heart to behold and apply this, if he will find it a comforting 
Word unto him. WhattheApoftle fpake for the profitable 
efficacy of the Word, that the Hebrews miffed of it, Heb.4. Be- 
caufe they did not mingle it with Faith, the fame is as true of the 
comfortable efficacy thereof, which if we want Faith , we muft 
neceffarily want. 
2. Again, there is a double comfort, Thee te edo 
1. Ones /mproper and only Negative, which is nothing elfe ble Comfort. 
but an infenfibleneffe of our miferable evils. As itis with fome !™Propsr,and 
people who feel (in extreme dangers of life) no pain, not that ™Y N«xative. 
they apprehend any good ground of hope, but becaufe their 
fenfes are Rupified and they apprehend no difeafe or ache. In 
this fenfe it is confeffed that the Word doth not comfort, the 
Word doth not fcarifie the confcience, nor is itof any comfort 
to aconticience that is fcarified. 
a. Another is Proper and Pofitive, which is a gracious and Proper and Poe. 
fweet refrefhment, not only under the prefence, but alfo under ‘tive. 
the fente of outward evils, wherein a man doth apprehend the 
dangers, but withal the defences, feels the waves, but withal 
fits faft onthe rocks ; hears what man faith inhis threatnings, 
and alfo what God faith in his Promifes, the apprehenfion of 
whofe favour, and goodnefle and ftrength, and fidelity through 
them, doth yetinthe mid{t of all, fill him wich much confi- 
dence, fingu'ar peace, unexpreffible contentment, and fuperla- 
tive rejoycings. À 
There be two virtues of the Word, 1. Tt is aneAntidore, 
2. It ís a (Cordial; When evils are future it isan Antidote, and 
arms the heart to meet and encounter them, when evils are 
prefent it is a Cordial, and enables the heart not only with fup- 
port, but alfo with victory , makes the Chriftian not only a Pa- 
tient fufferer, but likewifea Triumphant conquerer , yea, S. 
Pal went above both thefe, /» all his troubles ( and they were: 
as great and fharpas ordinarily befal people) be was more then 
a Conqueror,Rom.8 He overcame them not only by a meer 
Suffering, but triumphed alfo over them by an exceeding Re-- 
Joycing, m = e ate | 3, Again: 
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The Word in 
ali the parts of 
it Comforts. 
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The Word 
Comforts, 
te * E 


Difpofitive. 


` Tmpreffive. 


Exclufive 
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3. Again, take the Word in all the parts of it , They are ei- 
ther a formal or a redundant comfort: The promifes and pre- 
cepts are more formal for comfort, the threatnings redundantly 
for comfort to thofe who are delivered from them. 

4. Once more, The word doth comfort perfons under di- 
firefles. | ; 


ev I. Dsfpofitive ; By forming and framing the heart for com- 


fort: For as you do not pour in the fweeteft waters, until firft 


you have cleanfed and fitted the veffel ; fo God doth not diftil 
the precious comtorts of his Word, until he hath firft prepared 
our hearts. The promifes ofthe Word are (I know well) like 
thofe fingers in the Canticles which drop Myrrh and Frankin- 
cenfe, but then the heart muft be mournful, which muft be come 
forted; broken, which muft be bound up ; grieved which muk 
be anointed, &c. the which difpofitions are by the Word 
wroughtin perfons asfo many precedent receptivities for the 
comfortsofthe Word. The Word therefore opens the eyes , 
humbles the heart,&c. 

2. Impreffive, By letting in the drops of Salvation, by 
making divine mercy our mercy, divine ftrength ourttrength , 
a soodneffe for us,a fhield for us, a rock unto us, fo that mife- 
ry and mercy do meet. The Ivie clings about the Oake,and the 
believing Chriftian, through the impreffion of the Word, fa- 
{tens and clafps his God and God doth imbrace and uphold him; 
" 3. Exclufive, When nothing elfe can comfort a man inhis 
diftreffes, thenthe Wordcan. The Bird from her neft being 
hunted, skips from this bough tothe other tree, and then flees 
from that tree to another bufh, and then whips away and lights 
on the bare earth, but being {till purfued fhe finds no reft till 
fhe mounts up and away to her Neft : So it is with us in our 
diftreffes, we may flee to the power and pity of our friends, and 
we may find what fob did of them, that they are mi/erable Cem- 
forters , then we may wing it co the bags of gold and filver , 
but we fhall find it that riches do not deliver from wrath , and 
then to our own working heads for plots and devices , but we 


‘may be held faft with the cords of our own making. Tillwe co 


mount up, till we do reft in the Word of God, and neft our 
felves under the fhadow of his wings, we fhail find no fufficient 
{tay nor comfort. 

: Obet, 


o w = —_—_— CŘ 
V Thy rod and thy ftaff they comfort me. 


erg. __ ee 
Obj. But how may all thisappear, that the Word is of that How it appears 
finglar comfort to a perfon in diftreffe ? thee il die 
Sol. Thus, 1.1 hath inst wharever may adminifter comfort i ort in 
to one in diftreffes. a 


If thy diftreffes be inward, (though the text intends not them) what may ad- 
*what will be comfort toa troubled confcience, but the free mer- minifter com- 
cy of aGod,and the precioms blood of.a Saviour ? and where runs fee Can 
that precious and foul-quicting blood, but in the Veins of the pprt” 
Word. Stay me with flagons Cant. 2.5. 

If thy diftreffes be ont ward, and ariling either, In outward ci- 

1. From particular wants and fears for thy fuftenance , the ftrelies. _ 
Word ftaies thee up with promifes, that thon fhalt verily be fed, ran particu- 
Pfal.37. and that God will never leave nor forfake thee, Heb.13. Oe 
and it will give thee Catalogues of particular inftances for this 
truth, 

2. From [pecial affaultsand enterprizes of evil men, whofe Erom Íp. cial 
policy and fubr:lty, and whofe power and ability and whofe ma- aflaults. 
lice and malignity perhaps thou maift be too apt to fear, but the 
Word can anfwer all thefe with the intentions of God for thy 
good, with his Love, with his Care, with his Wifdom , with 
his Power. Itis the very Armory of thy ftrength,thy fhteld and 
buckler. 

2. The Word is of power to attuate Faith, and Faith being The Word i 
actuated can find comfort and ftay in any diftreffe, The Word of power to a- 
can actuate Faith, for as itis the Motker of Faith, ( Faith comes Quse Faith 
by hearing ) fo it is the Nurfe of Faith, it breeds Faith up. The 8°! 
promifes of the Word are therefore called the Brefts of Confola- 
rion on Which Faith doth depend for nourifhment: Whena 
mans heart is fometimes ready to faint within him, and is almoft 
overwhelmed , then the Word ftirs up Faith and quickens it. 

It difcovers fuch unfpeakable fuccors and goodneffe, chat Faith 

now is ftirred up and a&tuated, and fet to work to truft on this 

God for Salvation. And then when Faith is able to work,com- 

fort and {tay come into the foul: an acting Faith is not only 

able to fuftain a foul, but to refrefhand revive it. When De 

vidisable to believe, heis notonly thenabovehimfelf, but 

likewifeaboveall men and dangers , though the mountains be 

moved he ftands ftill as the hills round about Jerufalem ; and 

though an koft of men smcamp againft kim, yet be Wil nct fear 
Ff what 


«et: 


«Thy ved and thy flaff, they comfort me, Ver. 


what men can do unto him, but encourageth himfelf in the Lord 
his God.. It cannot be otherwife,for Faith knowing what God 


4 


is and applyingall that tome, This God is my God, and this . 


Mercy is my Mercy, and this Power, and this Fidelity are mine; 
why, nothing can revive and comfort the foul more then 
this.. 
The Word 3. The word keeps open andap all the woyes of Communion 
keeps open all “twixt us and God, and therefore it muft be of fingular comfort 
wayes of Com- unto us in all our diftreffes. It inlivens prayer, and prayer in- 


munionbes livens comfort given, &c. By it our graces are exceedingly ene - 


= God and Jarged ,and duties go on ina more lively manner; yea; the pow- 


ers of prayer are kept up by it, Gods. voice ever is a meal Co - 
inlarge our voice: Now every Grace, as I have oftentold you, . 


is ikea Rofe which buds with {weetnefle; and every Prayer is 


like a Bes which comes back with honey: that which keeps up > 
the Spirir of Grace and the Spirit of Supplication,doth.ever keep 


the Spirit of Strength and of Confolation. .. 


-~ 


God doth efp:- 4. The Lord doth efpeçially appear unto his fervants by his - 
cially appear pyro, there he {peaks unto them, and through it; he fhews : 


unto his fer- 
vants by his , 


himfelfunto them, whether by cireétion and coun/el, or by Stay - 


Word. and comfort. there you may {till fee God your God., though - 


afflided.: Now that which gives us a fight of God, of the 
God of all comfort p muf neceffarily be a fingular means to 
breed comfort to our fouls in the dayes of our diftreffe.Nothing 


_can uphold and enliven the foul in any condition fo as the pre». 


fence ofa gracious God and Father. Cant.2.4.H is banner over 
me was Love, ~~ b: 
Ufe Now :to make fome brief - Application of this unto our 


felves, Is the Word of God that which comforts the foulin . 


diftreffes? - 
Theyareene-. 1., Then firk, what enemies are they to their cwn comforts , 


miestotheir - Who are Strangers tothe fiudy and knowledg of the Word? There 
are fome perfons (they are not worthy of confutation but dif- . 
the Word, . dain). who are enemiestothe Word, tothe Preaching of it, 


comfort who, 
are firangers to 


and to the Study of it. Whatelfe means that of the Papifts , 


who deny the Lection of itto the Laicks. TheLordGod - 
thinks it fit and able to give inftru@ion to the fimple, andto . ~ 
convert them, but they fufpec&t nothing but danger, &c. buti ` 


relinquifh them , we.our {elves, I fear , are extremely guilty, | 
l a e aA and .. 
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and indeed are more cruel to our felves in our pra&ifes, then the 
Papifts are in their doctrine unto us in this particular. The 
Word of God ! who ftudies it ? who looks on it? who re- 
gardsit ? the matter ofit, do not we judg it astco precile ? 
the phrafe of it, do we not flighcit as too thread-bare and 
courfe ? One man can fpend a day and weeks in handling a pair 
of Cards , another can fit upa whole night to read a Comedy or 
perufe a Tragedy, or co run over fome Hiftory , But who makes 
the werd of God his meditation day er night? If we be to read 
it, then we want time, if we betohearit, then alltime is too 
long, an hour feems a week unto us. Befides, the greatnels of 
the fin, that hereby we injurioufly flight the Magnalia Dei, 
how foolithly improvident are we alfo for our own comforts > 
the Scriptures are written both for our Confu/tation and for our 
Con(clation; from them we muft look for all our ftrength, and 
allourftay, and all our peace, and afl our refrefhings in the 
dayes of our diftreffes. Confcience cannot hold up without. 
them, nor our foul, and yet we mind them not, we read chem 
not, we regard them nor. 

2. Then sf ever you would bave the werd to be a ftay and If ever you 
comfort to you in your diflreffes, be more intimately acquainted Oud have the 


with ir a anette 
I know not almoft how to perfwade you to this, yet con- more intims:e- 
fider, l 


ly acqusinted 

1. If diftrefes dobefal you (as what man living canaffure with ic. 
himfelf againft thefe) yos will be glad to find femething thar \'ciltrelles I 
may flay and comfort you. You know that the deluge in these vlad of 7 
dayes of Noah drowned not only the houfes but the mountains, (ome:hing ü 
all was under water , fo may it befal us, all our earthly fupplies, comfor: you 
and anchors, and crult-co’s may be under water , diftreffes may 
fhake and {plit ali our inferior confidences. At which times 
we feek for comforters, Oh that fome comfort might be faid to 
{tay usup, we areresdy to give up the Ghoft, our own weight 
is ready to crufh and fink us, we are at our wits end, our hearts 
will fink like Nabals, or fiie out like Fadas’s, 

2. Ifthe Word be not comfort, nothing can be true comfort and {(the Word de 
ftay unto thee, If the Word be nor comfort, God is not com- not comfort, 
fort (for God will never comfort any contrary to his Word) and nothing can. 
confcience is not comfort ( for confcience ts but the Ecchocf 
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they are all in fervice to God, they are either his armies: of 
wrath, or his clouds of refrefhings. Now what a miferable e- 
- ftare is this, chat a man is in an heavy diftreffe, and yet hath nei- 
ther God, nor Confcience, not Word, nor Creature to bea ftay’ 
and comfort unto him ? . i 
The Wordcan 3-Litehy diffreffes be never fo many, never fo deep, yet theWord 
doit ingreat- can be a comfort and a flay untothee, The Sun wil fhine and the- 
eft diftcelfes comforts of che Word cannot be lockt out. Thou mayek havea. 
God to look on when thou haft nota friend to look-on, and a 
God to reft on, and a God to fpeak unto thee; for who can 
way-lay that intrinfecal Comunion ’twixt Godiand the foul, /x 
the multitude of my thoughts, faid David, thy comforts delisht 
my foul, \Vho can hinder the Sun from fhiningon the earth 2 
or the Word from comforting the foul.and confcience. 
Whatistobe Object. But what is to bedonethat we may find the Word 
done thst the our comfort and ftay in the times of our diftreffes ? 


Word may Sol. Iwill briefly give you fome dire@ions, and fo conclude. 
comfort. Ifyou would find the Word of God to comfort you in your 
diftreffes, then, 


Seriovfl;fesrch 1. Serioujly [earch and fiudy it; Unknownthings are of no 
and ftudy ite yfetous, nor yetof any comfort. What comfortis it to the 
poor man though there be a vein offilver or a vein of gold in 
his grounds, aslongas heknows not this. The promifes of ` 
God are a rich treafury (and therefore they are called precious, 
2 Pet.1.4 )indeed they contain in them the mines of mercy and 
comfort,but what are thefe to anignorant mind? Itis granted 
that knowledg may be divided from comfort, but yet it is as 
true, chat comfort cannot arife without knowledg , the heat of 
the Sun follows the light of it. Therefore take pains about the 
Word; asthe. Word doth unbowel our hearts, fo fhould our 
hearts unbowel the Word: we fhould heartily, and reverent- 
ly, and earneftly perufe it ; though in fome places we may kifs 
the book and adore the mylteries, yet in moft places we may 
kneel down and bleffe God for revealing fuch treafuries. 
T M. Peremptorily believeit: Ifitbenot a Word of Faith it 
believe it, can never be a Word of Ccmfert. You read in it what the 
Lordisin himfelt, and whatto his people, what a Covenant 
he hath made with them in the general,and how he hath o 7 
Eg 
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ed out his goodnefs (anfwerable to all their conditions) in fe- 
veral promifes. If you believe not thefe, if you do not exalt 
thefe traths, if you do not apply ther goodnefs unto your felves 
in your parucular exigences, comfort willnot come, P/13.5- 
] have tru(tid in thy mercies, my heart [hall rejoice in thy falva- 
tion. Draw the brefts, fuck at them, and then milk comes, 
tate the Manna, and then you fhall find it fweet , take hold 
on the word, trutt to it. rely onic, Lord (fay) this is thy own 
word of truth, and it is a good word, thou haft put tt out as a 
plank for my foul torefton. Itisa word proper to my con- 
dition, I know that thou arctrueinall thy fayings (faithful art 
thoa wha haft promifed) O let thy falvation now come unto thy 
fervant according to thy word. I dotruft upon it, O remember 
the werd unto thy fervant, upon which thou haft cawed me to 
hope. 

3. Carefully obey it : If Divinetruths do guide you, Divine 
comforts will find you. How can you ever expect’ that the Carefully o- 
word will be your flay, which youmake to be-your feors, thar)” 
it fhould be æ rock to drop honey, when you make it a rock of 
offenceunto-you. Jofbua and Caleb fully followed tne Word and 
it brought them into the land of Canaan. Truths known and 
difobeyed, prove tharpeft {words in our diftreffes : Truths be- 
lieved and obeyed afford the fweetelt comforts. If the Word 
be a lamp tothy fier, they will provea light tothy darkne/s. They 
who treafure up food in times of plenty, live onit in times of 
fearcity ; the laborious Bee hath all the Winter long an hive 
of honey; andthe obedient Chriftian fhall find the word in his 
worft times an horn of falvation and joy. 

) Now I proceed to the fecond interpretation of the Text: Thy 
rod doth comfort me (.i.) Thy Fatherly Affitctions or Corre- 
ions. . Fob 1.21. The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken a- 
way, bleffed be tke name of the Lord. Thepeople of God have 
caufe to bleffe God, for loffes and afilictions as well as for en- 
joyments: and indeed afflictions are well compared to a rod, 
partly for the barprefs, partly for the afefulne/s, partly for 
the intentésn or (cope why it is ufed , Corrections are Inftru- 


ctions, but more of this anon, The Propofition obfervable - 
hence is this. 


That 


Dott.2. That even Gods afflictions afford caufe of much comfort to Gods 
Gods ffl &i- people. 
onsaffsrd caule A thing: may be faid to be our comfort two wayes either, 
of comfort to : Objettively, Becaufe its che thing which doth. delight and 
Ja refrefh the foul, itis che flower at which the Bee doth fuck . 
be my be : thus Godin his exceliencies of grace and mercy (irand through 
ovr comfort : Chrift) are our comforts. 
`: Objectively.! Operatively , Becaufe it“may ‘work out and produce fuch 
Optratively? things as may occafion fingular comfort to us. As phyfick doth 
produce (by feveral operations):a right temper and health , 
in this refpet affli@ions are a caufe of much comfort, 
< AAT@ions A fictions may be confidered many wayes , 
‘maybe confie 1- e4b/elurely,intheir proper {phere and nature ; -fo they 
dered are not comforts, but difcomforts, they are the Tomb-ftones 
Abfoluely. covering our delights; the Winter which fhrivels up all our 
: flowers, like the Bands of the Sabeans which came in, and took 
away: the cattel and the fervants of Fob, aland-floud which 
drowns all the Meadowes and Gardens. 
- SenGbly, “2. Senfibly, as received by our natural apprehenfions and af- 
:fections: fo they area fharprod. Chaftnings for the prefent 
feem grievous, faid the Apoftle, Heb.12.11. And thy hand Was 
‘heavy upon me faid David Pfal.32.4. He hath canfed the ara 
rows of his quiver toenter into my reins, he hath filled me with 
‘bigterne(s, be bath made me drunk with wormwood , faid the 


, Church, Lam.3.13.15. oa l 
Concomitant- 3: Concomirantly,as accompanied with a fpecial and gracious 
ly. providence of God, fending, directing, meafuring, working in 


them and by them. And thus they prove comforts to the peo- 
pleof God. David acknowledgeth it to bea blefed thing to 
be corrected and taught, Pfa/.o4.12. and profeffeth out of ex- 
perience, That it Was good for him that be had been afflited, 
Plil.119.71. Ady brethren count it all joy when ye fall into 
divers temptations, faith the Apoftle James 1.2. and we rejoice 
tn tribubation, faid $.Paul RO.§.3. 

ay lee In many refpedts may the people of Godtake comfort in 

comfortinaf- tOekL-amtuctions. 

fli&ions, 1. If they /ock totke caufe mgonyovuiyn, the eficient and in- 

If they look to ternally moving cavfe. ` It isthe love of a Father, the phyfick 

eo which a Father tempers , So many as I love I rebuke and es 

J i ev, 


` 
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Rev 3.19. Hereare verba[ I rebuke jand verbera (I chaften | 
both may well be taken, for both come from love. So the A- 
poftle Heb, 12.6. Whom the Lord loveth be chafteneth , and 
(courgeth every fon Whom herecesveth. The Croffe is a letter 
for every fcholar, and affli&tion arod for every child, it ar- 
gues no love to leave the child to himfelf, lechim alone, I will 
look no moreafter him, let him take his courfe. Itisan argu- 
ment of great indignation when tke Lord lets a man go onin 
his fins and profper , but it is mercy when God will rather 
phyfick a child then lofehim , lay us ina fick bed, then a for- 
lorn grave, cc. Love thinks no evil and minds xo evil, faid 
S. Paul 1 Cor.13.5. there is nothing comes from Divine love 
but either it isa Cordial, or an Antidote, either it prevents or . 
yecovers. Oe cca he (it 

2. Secondly, If they look to the difpofing caufe (if I may 
fo fpeak). Afflictions rife not out of in 3 they come NOt the dipole N 
by chance, as fury and rage are removed from them becaufe caure. 
they come out of love, fo rafhnefs and danger are removed be- 
edufe they are diftributed by divine wifdom.., The wifdom of 

The wifdom of God about our afflictions which makes for G3 plone 
our comfort appears thus, aMi&ions. 

1. For the time: You fhali never have any one affliction For the time. 

but when there is need, /f need be (faith the Apoltle 1 Per.1.6.) 

yeare in heavinefs through manifold temptations. God cor- 

rects us not for his pleafure, but for our good. Phylick fome- 

times may be as needful for our prefervation, as food : Ged 

doth not delight to grievetbe children of men. Wedonotal- - 

ways plow the earth, nor doth God alwayes chide and afflict ; 

When the leffonts learned, the rod ts burned; thereforethe A- - 

poftle addesin the fame verfe though it be need yet it is but for - 

a feafon. 

2. For Meafure: He debates in meafure Ula.27.8. and cor- 
reks in judgment Jer,10.24. Not according to our de/erts, but 
according to our Strength, It fhallnot be as much as God can 
do, but onely fo much as may do you good, you cannot want one 
drachme or ingredient. He will not [uffer us to be tempted a- 
bave that we are able. 1 Cor, 10.13. For he will not lay upon . 
man more then is meet. So Elihu Job34,.23. He confiders 
whereof we are made, and therefore with a wife compaflion 

pro» . 


For meakrre, ~. 
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proportions the afflictions with the abilities, 

For matter. 3. For Matter: He fends onely that particular affliction 
which fhalldous good. Some.evils perhaps would not ftir us : 
there are peculiar difeafes-and peculiar remedies for them. All 
our afflictions are proper phyfick which fhall furely hic the ma- ' 

i lady, carry away the difeafe and heal the foul. 

For the final 3. If they look tothe -final caufe. Every prudent Agent 

caule, hath his end unto which all his ations are derived. If the 
Gold/mith caft the metal into the fire it isto refineit: If the 
Fuller dips and rubs and beats the cloth, itisto cleanfe and: 
whiten it < If the Vixe-dreffer preffeth the grapes, it is to fetch’ 
out the liquor. If God comes with his right hand of bleffings 
or with his left hand of afflictions, if with any croffes, if with 
more croffes, all fhall work for good : Two ends God hath in 
every particular dealing with his people, viz. His own glory, 
and thiir advantage ; all things cooperate for good to them that 
love kim, Rom 8. Divines do diftinguith ’twixt pana judicialis 
and pana medicinalis ; thats a devouring fire which confumes 
the adverfary, or like a whirlwinde which carries away, The 
other is like a Refiners fire which melts and purgeth, or like the 
gentle winde which onely fannes the corn. Not like a thief 
who ftrips us of all, but like a Father, who takes away the old 
clothes, and leaves us better ; orlike atyde which carries oue 
{ome fhips, and bringsin more, what a comfort is this > that 
that which takes off the comfort, doth prove a greater comfort 
that every affliction is fo far from robbing me of good, that it 
isa fafe tydeco bringin more mercy and bleffing. 

Ifthe: look tp 4: If they Lok to theeffects produced by afflictions, here al- 

theeftéts, fo is matter of comfort, for they give more infraction and une 

They give derffanding , firft, What we are, and feconaly, What our wayes 

more inftru&i- are, and thirdly, What our outward comforts are, and fourth 

z - dy}, What God andHeavenly things are. 

What weare, . That we are poor things. Fullof defires, full of wants, cray- 

3 ` ing for every thins. fureof nothing, mafters of nothing. reach- 
ing for much, delighting too much, and quickly {poiled af 


all. 
Fna y: That We are finful things : Every lath may affure us that we 
acco” have been wandring and lazy ; man [uffers for his fix, Lam.3.39. 
Thou deft with rebukes corrett man for. his iniquities, Plal. 
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39.11. Fools that we are, becaule of osr tran/greffians and ini- 
quities we are afflicted, Pf.107.17. 

That our comforts are but mean and mutable things; but ayyharour ow- 
flower, though fweet yet fhort, though as a Sun very glorious ward comforts 
inoureyes,and we dream of aneverlafting day, yet it quickly «e. 
fets ina dark night, a tyde flowing and ebbing , this day hand- 
led with {miles, che next day looked on with tears, one hour re- 
joycing becaufe we poffefs them, the next grieving becaufe we 
have loft them , fuch a fhadow are all our earthly com- 
forts. 

Laftly, That God and Heaven fhould have our hearts and what God and 
they are the onely things ; thefe are good indeed, the chiefeft beaven:y things 
good, fulleft good, immutable good, of all things thofe are** 
beft and moft certain which make us happy, you can never love 
Godtoo much, nor to your loffe. The Lord is God, faid they, 
when the fire fell down on the facrifices, fo @&c. none like to 
God now.. 

2- They give more humility: Profperity doth hazard US They give 
unto two great loffes, One of God;who is the Lord faid that pore humility» 
proud Pharaoh, So Nebuchadnezzar boafts and vauntsere he 
wasdrivenout. Another, of onr ows fouls. I fpake unto thee 
in thy profpersty but thou wouldft not hear, Jer.22.21. Men are 
apt to flight God, in communion, in his Ordinances, in his fer- 
vants, in duties , in counfels; they are puffed upand flight 
others, fanfie vain things, and are unfenfible of the miferies of 
others , but afflictions breathe out that ill fpiric, abafe the fpi- 
sit of man, make him to know himfelf better, a God better, a 
Church better, duties better, his fervants better, communion 
with him better. r 

3. And more humiliation : The bufinefs of Repentance fel- And more hu- 
dom goes on with that fuccefs as in the times of.afi&ion pe 
then we fearch and try our hearts and then We nill bow enr 
felves before the mighty God, and then we will pray ( as the 
(Mariners in Jonah fell to their prayers in the ftorm) and 
then we can pour ext water before the Lora(as the Ifraelites én the 
thunder) and then our hearts come to be tender indeed and can 
judge our fins and accufe and condemn our fins and hateall the 
methods of fin. They brirg an 
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ces. To our Faith which now flies unto and pleads out the — 
promifes, unto Patience, whichis now taught quietly to fub- 
mit; unto Zeal, which is now more flaming; unto heavenly 
nindednefs, contentment, thankfulne(s , and all the peaceable 
fruits of holinefs, The Goldis brighteft in the Furnace, the 
Rofe inthe Still the Grapes in the Preffe , but this were to- 
enlarge the Theme to the utmoft. It is enough forthe demon- 
ftration of the Point, to fhew that if affi@tions make us better 
to know God, our felves, thre-creatures , if they make us bet- 
ter in our hearts and lives, by mortifying of our fins, by additi- 
on to all our Graces, by exciting and forwarding all duties, ec. 
that then they are fuch things upon which the people of God 
may take comfort. 

Ufe Now for the application of this point: If affiGions be 
the rod which the people of God may (in the refpects before 
named) take comfort in, 

Then Firft, How extremely ave they out, who judge them- 

They are mis- (elves forfaken of Goa, bated of God,and utterly forgoiten be- 
taken Who — canfe of their prefent affliftions ? Many ate aptto make their 

judge ree affiGions the peculiar argument for their rebellious unbelief 

elves fo forfa- r A 

kenof Gog toworkon, O if the Lord did love me, would he have dealt 
becaufe of pre- thus with me ? would he have withdrawn fuch a comfort? or 
fent aMiãions. fuch a confort fo near unto me, fo dear unto me? Yes that he 

would: thewithdrawment of thy neereft comforts is no argu- 

_ mentthat the Lord doth not lovethee, that which thou calleft 

thy neereft comfort, might have proved thy greateit mifchief. 

Thou didf fet it neerer to thy heart then God himfelf, thy 

thoughts were more on it, and thy affetions ftrongly bound to 

it, and thou durft not trut God withic. Why, the Lord in 

love to thy foul (intending theefingular good) hath affliated 

thee in that kind, better lofe a pofie, then an inheritance , an 

- earthly comfort, thenan heavenly Ged. Now that love is fet 

more fully and to purpofe on God, now affectionshang more 

loofe to the creature, now thou haft more full communion and 

fociety with God and takeft more delight then ever, Duleim ex 
Ipfa fonte tibumur aqna, and what hath God now done unto 
n DNH the be thee, which argues want of love unto thee ? ; 2 
are impaien, , Secondly, They areas much to be fhent and b/amed who in 
under affl.Qi. their aftliGtions flee*out with vehement impatience, di!contént, 

On. e # a?) 4% g = defpatres . 
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defpairs, murmurings and expoflulations with the Almighty. 
God. Why halt chou dealt thus with us ? and what is my fin à 
and who would ferve fucha God? Ad thu evil ss of the Lerd, 
Why fhould I ferve him any longer? Brethren, thefe are fearful 
expreffions , and fuch as do prognofticate fome fudden judg- 
ments if not foundly and timely repeated of. Ah wretch! 
doeft thou yet difpute with God ? doth thy affliction feem /a 
peculiar? which yet, many befides thee continually talte of? 
or fo intollerable when others burdens have been far more hea- 
vy to bear then thine? thou haltan ignorant and proud fpiric. 
Didf thou fee chy fins aright, chou wouldit find little reafon to 
murmur at thy afflictions; thou wouldit rather wonder at the 
mercy which hath {pared thee all this while, then at the great- 
nels of the affliction which is no way anfwerable tothy de- 
fert. 

3. Then let us examine our hearts whether our afflittscrs rysmine whee 
have proved comforts wnto wsor no. That the Lord hath aMi- cher cur afi- 
ed moft of us we know well, one hath loft an husband, another &icns bave 
a wife, another a child, another a parent, another an eftate , Proved com- 
one hath been fick of a feaver, another of the pox, and another '"* 
of the plague, many of us have been at deaths door, entring in- 
tothechambersof death. But as e4ra/meris to the Princes, 
What hath been done to Mordecai forthis? fo Inow, and what 
have afi@ions wrought in us ? I befeech you confider three 
thin Pa 

re That the Lord will be accounted with for his aflitions, as 
well as for his mercies. The Phyfitianexpects not onely what J 
fuccefs his (crdia’s have had, but alfo what efficacy his e Px 
Pills have had. Every ficknefs, and every loffe, and evcry f Gions as 
ftroke of God on thee, will affuredly come into the account, weil as for his 
Icis a meffenger difpatched from God, and he looks for an mercies. 
anfwer, What faid he? What did he when J ftruck him ? Did 
he humble his heart ? Or did he harden himfelf? Did he heark- 
enunto thee? Or did he defpife thee > 

2. That the Lord hath not done with m, if affistFions have Gad behna ` 
done no good upon ws, Thou haft many a comfort yet left behind d-n- with us if 
that God may pull away, he may pull the husband, or the wife ‘fil Gions eo 
out of thy bofom, he may blaftthy name, or thy etate ( mile Us 20 come 
nocendi artes, ashe faid) God hath yet more gfilictions (as 
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arrowes in hisquiver) and believe it, ifleffer afflictions will not” 

awaken: us, God wil! rife in higher ftrokes and fet them on, if 

we belong to him. 
There fs fome- 3. There ss fomething to be done when afflitlions are upon m, 
thing to be nay more to be done then ordinary if ever we expe@ that chey” 
done when at: fhould provecomfortstous. Fora manto think thit he may 
ney * Jie and fleep,or rife and eat yand walk abroad asat other times, . 

when he takes phyfick, this were a dangerous folly So to ima- 

gine that good and comfort will come to us by our afilict.ons : 

when yet perhaps we hardly mind God at all; or onely look up 

in acold, grave, poor formality and cuftome, hunting prefently 

after earthly.delights, fports, vanities, or whichis worle, on 

fins, ec. 


Ob. But how may we know whether the rod will prove a 
— Sr, comfort tous, or no? 
now wW ‘ 7 i ‘ h y P 2 e 
Kaaki Sol, I will briefly declare that unto you , If it make thee 


prove a comfort I. Senfible. 2, Mournful 3. Pemitential, 4. Fruit- 
al. 


Tf it make us., 


1. If it make thee fenfible « if thy. afflictions be full of 
fenfible. . 


fharpnefs, and thy heart ftill remains full of hardnefs, thou canft 
notfo much comfort thy self, becaufe thou art affi:cted,as thou 
mayelt /upelt and judge thy felf becaule thou art hardned. We 
fhould warily look to our felves in this (and pity ic alfo in o- 
thers) thatthe Lord fhould ftrike us and we feel it not, that 
an affiction makes no imprefiion orenterance. It doth nor 
make us look aboveus (to Ged) nor with'nus (ro cur confci- 
ence) nor without us (te our converfations.) That like Phas 
yaoh after all we do not fet the word of God, nor the rod of 
God to our hearts, but plainly defpife his dealings, and go on 
as if nothing had befallen us, nor regard the operation of his 
hands, as if we kad no fins which deferved the affliction, or 
God intended nothing at all when he. ftruck us with theafili- 
ction, But if in an evilday we conSder and try our wayes; 
if thy heart becomes tender, thou feeleft, and fedrent, and fayelt 
(I bave finned) this is a good hope chat the rod may prove a 
comfort unto thee. | 

2.1fit makes thee mournful:] mein not after a wordly manner; 
wherein we are apt naturally co exceed (for a s we are inordinate 
in our love to the Creature, fo we are paflionate in our grief for 


it). 
A i 


Moprafal.. . 


= ~ —_—_— = - VV — 
= S O O O 7 


o -= BE. . | eee 
Ver.4. ` Thyrod and thy ftaff they comfort me. 229 


—— ee 


it) but after a godly fort, when upon the fenfe of our fins (thus 
provoking our fachet to afflict and correct us with his rod )chere 
arifech a filial difpleafure wich our felves, and grief for offend- 
ing him, Ifa father fhould rebuke, and threaten, and ttrike, 
and beat the child and he laugh at it, &e. Do we in the dayes 
of our affliction thus humble our felves inthe fight of God our 
father? falling down upon ourknees, confefling whercin we 
have tranfgreffed and wandred, lamenting and bewailing ouc 
particular ttrayings from his will, begging earneftly for recon- 
ciliasionand Grace. Aarons rod wh.ch {mote the rock fetched 
out water, much water; ah, when did our hearts melt for our 
fins, relent,mourn, grieve (indeed) under our afflictions? This 
isa fad condition, Pharaoh can confeffe, Ahab humble himfelf , 
yea,-Divelscan tremble, yet Chriftiansdo not. If affi@ions 
do not make our fins to be our forrows, they will never prove in 
the iffue to be our comforts. 
3. If makes thee to be Pexitenrial : Itake the word frig. Penitertisl, 
ly , asconverfant only about the proper effects of repentance, 
which are, for/aking of eld fins, and a courfe of newebedience. It 
afflictions find thee ina wicked way, and leave thee fo; if they 
find thee proud, and leave thee not humble; nncleane, and 
Jeave thee not chaft, earthly , and leaverheenot heavenly . 
negligent of God, and leave thee noc diligent and careful for his 
worthip and fervice, what comfort canft thou take by any afii- 
tions? The Founder hath caft thee in vain, and reprobate fil- 
ver mayejt thou be called. That which the Lord fpake by che 
Prophet to fers/alem, may be juftly applied unto thee, Ezek. 
24.02. Her great (cum went not forth ont of her, her fcum fhall 
beinthe fire. V.13. Z» thy filthineft ts lewdacffe, becanfe I 
have purged thre and thos Waf wot purged, Thou fhalt not be 
purged from thy flenine|fe any more, till I have canfed my fury 
to rejl upin thee But contrariwife, ifit be thus with you, that 
therod hath opened your eyes to fee your fins, melted your 
hearts forthem, wrought alfo in you a hatred and forfaking, 
that iniquity is purged, and izis as the fire tothe gold, reining 
and fcouring of your drofs, your pride is gone , your negii- 
gence, carclef{zneffe, unprofitableneffe, &c. are gone, And 
litewife that the rod caufeth you now with David, to learns 
Gods fParutes, Phl, 119,71. and to keep his Ward, v.67. m if 
. chart 
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that be verified on us whichGod promifeth,in Ezek 20.37. 2 will 
canfe you to pafs under the red,& I will bring you into the bond of 
the Covenant. Happy isthe time that ever God aflided us and 
hath thereby thus taught us to make him to be our God, and | 
his wayes to be our wayes; nay, though'it be but to bring cur 

ftraying feet into kis righteous pat hs again. | 

More Fruiful. 4, Ifit makes thee more Fruitful: Onr afflictions (which é 

: are compared to a rod) fhould in this be like e4zrons rod ; 
though the other rods did not, yet Aarons rod did bloffom,  - 
Nam.178. Behold the rod of Aaron for the honfe of Levi was 
budded,and trought forth buds and bloomed ble fome, and yielded 
Almonds. AMi&ions befalling evil hearts (as wateroua rock) 
are alwayes barren, but when they come inmercy , and -endin 
comfort (as water on a Garden) they alwayes make the foul to 
bud, and-bloflom, and yield fruit. Not only to bud, with a fo- 
lemn profeflion, that ifever God recover me, &c. nor only to 
bloffom a while in fome flighter acts of betterment, but ta yield 
Almonds, ( å.) to bring forth fruit indeed. ~The foul failsinto 
more clofe and intimate communion with God , the confcience 
grows more exact in walking with God, end more tender over 
fin, the-heart is more jealous of itfelf, the thoughts are mere 
on heaven more fervent in prayer,more mortified to the world, ` 
and the affections of love, defire, joy, delight, much more raif- 
ed to God and Chrift. “Go through ali the duties of your ges 
néral ard particular callings, all are bettered by the rod. the 
perfon is become a better husband, or wife, or mafter,or parent, 
or child, of friend and acquaintance, &c. 

Doth the vod thus feed you? Mic.7.14. It is not fofficient 
that it fcourgeth you back into right paftures, but it muft put 
you onina moreforward pace. If Phyfick be blefttoa man, 
how exceedingly doth it haften health? and that health, what 
a colour it puts into the face ? andalfo anaptitude for fervice 
and actions, So isit with afflictions if fandtified, though it be 
fome comfort that they make us good, yer they prove moft 
comforiable when they make us more fruitful. Oh how thou 
mayef then kifs the rod which taught thee the way of life, and 
blefle the rod which caufed thee to mend thy heart and thy 
pace too. 


But 
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Buc co fhut up all, let no Chriftian at any time, feeling this Ufe 4 
rod of God upon him, faint or be difconraged, do not queltion Let us not 
Gods love orcare. By this thou maieft know thac he loves faint and b: 
thee, that his rod is (thus) on thee, and tat he hath yet a re iteoumgas. 
gard of thee,that his hand is uponthee for good. He rhat /parerh 
the rod hateth his child, Frov.13.24. bue he that lovcth him 
chaftnerh him betimes. It % good for a man that he bear the yoke 
tn bis youth, Lam.3.27. Iwill fay no more to thee at this time, 
but this only, Thy foul needs Phy‘ick as well as thy body.Search 
thy heart and wayes alittle better, and thou w:lt fay, Zt was 
high time chat I foinld be afflited. Yea, and call to mind the 
former times of afflictions, not one of them was needleffe to 
thee, nor any one of them proved fruitleffe to thee. Only feek 
much and ferioufly unto God, for we can take forth no Leffon 
either by mercies or afflictions without his fpecial teaching. 

Nor be difcouraged though former afHictions have been fruit- 
feffe, for as inthe Preaching the Word, though many Sermons 
have been in vain, yet at length one comes which converts the 
foul, fo in afflictions, though many have been flight- 
ed, yet fome one may be bleffed to thine everlafting 
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Q7 OU have feen what comfort David took by the rod, now 
you are to fec fome more comfort which he takes by the 
flaff of his Shepherd. 
A’ Staff | That word is taken two wayes either, 
1. Properly, For a fpecial part of material wood, ufed by usGen, 31. ro, 
to walk with, orforthe fhepherds, forthe benefic and fafety 
of their flocks, 


2. Meraphorically, For fome thing anfwerable in ufe and 
5 virsue 
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Ezek. 4.16, 


J{4.3.1,2 


Dol. 
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virtue to a ftaff; and thus in Scripture there is a fourfold accep- 
tionofthat word: for either, 

1. It may denote any commen prefervation of life, in which 
refpect breadis called a ftaff, becaufe our life depends on it, and ts 
upheld by it, as a weak man is upheld by his ftaff. 

2. It may import any perfon who is of fpecial aid and ufe to 
the Commonweaith wherein he lives, In which refpe@& the 
judge and the Prophet are called the fay and aff for their abi- 
lity in directing, counfelling managing and fufteining the affairs 
of State for good. 

3. It doth fometimes fignifie carnal and fruitlefs confidence , 
in which refpect the Kizg of Egypt (on whom the J/raefites did 
rely and lean) is ftiled a taff, but withal , a brnifed reed, not 
{trong enough for a body to reft on. 

4. Laftly, It doth fometimes alfo fignifie that [pecial care and 
defence which God hath over his people againft their enemies. 
So is it taken in this place in allufion to the fhepherds ftaff: of 
which pedum Paftorale there is a double Ufe; 

I. One is Protcilio Ovinm, to fecure and defend the 
fheep. 

2. Another is Corr:&io'Luporum, to repréfle and offend the 
Wolves. Anfwerable unto which there is in God, firf , a 
wrathful protection overhis flock and people, and fecondly, a 
watchful corre tion and punifhing of the adverfaries who ( like 
Wolves) feek to breakin, difturb; hunt and kill the theep. Et- 
ther of chefe doth afford unto the Church matter of comfort ; 
the which I will draw forth in two propofitions which I intend 
to difcuffe : 

1. That Gods watchful protection over his people is a ground 
of fingular comfort.to them. 

2. That Gods wrattful correttion of the adverfaries of his pece 
ple is alfoan occaficn of cemfort. ‘ 


I begin with the firk of thefe, viz. That Gods watchful 


Gods watchinl pretediicn ever his people ié a ground of fingular comfort to them, 
proection over Look what comfort a /,adcm isinthe timeof heat, or a place 


his pecple,is a 
ground of fin 
gular con:fort 


to them, 


of refuge isto a perfon hardly and ftraitly followed , or a covert 
“from a violent ftorm isto a Traveler, thatis the protection of 
God to his fervants and people, for by all chem 1s it fet forth in 
Jfa.4.6. Andifyou will perufe the fame Prophet, Z/4-41. v.10. 
- 4 13,14. 


Verg. 


` 
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13,14. you fhall plainly fee this divine protection to be fet out 
as their fingular ftatf,and fupport, and comfort; Fear not J will 
help thee, ec. 
Two things only will I touch on, 
1. What this Divine protection ts ? 
2. How it may yield comfort to the people of God? 
Queft. 1. what divine protetlion t ? Wher divige 
Sol. I conceive of itthus, That it is a fpectal part of divine Proe@ionis. 
Providence manifefting it (elf in an aflive care for the preferva- 
tion or fafe keeping of hes people. Itis all {ummed up in that paf- 
fage of the Prophet, Ifa.31.15. The Lord cf Hofts will defend 
Jerufalem, defending alfo he will deliver it, and paffing over ke Divine Provi- 
will preferve it. Divine providence (as converfant about the dence ss con- 


Church) refpe@s either, ariy + 
1. The good which God intends to communicate unto it, and it the Church, im- 
we ports» 
may be called Benediftion. 


d _ _ The good God 
2. Theevils which he intends to avert from it; of which intends to com- 


there are feveral branches; viz. 1. Reftrifkion of evils, though municse to it, 
intended, yet from being executed. 2. Correétion of evil men , O" the evil m 
which is the taking of them away, as Pharaoh, and Haman, and — at 
Herod, &c. 3. Detection, which isa difcovering of their vilety, ` | 
plots and thoughts. 4. Dére@ion, which is an advifoe tò his ReftriGion of 
people, what lawful way co fhun the evils intended’: Or elfe it ¢vi's.or,. 

is protection , which is nothing elfe but the upholding or fecur- Se x 
ing act of divine providence in the midft, and in defpight ofall poeta | 
malice and evil oppofition ; though the Waves be never fo un- their plotsjor, 
quiet , yetthe fhip fhall bearup and ride it out, though the Direction what 
fire feemsto bea very flame, yet the buth thall not be burne ; t° 495.9% 
thoug the winds are very boiftrous, yet the ftars fhall fhine ; Proeestion 
Though the Wolves do howle and Lyons roar, yet the poor = l 
fheep and lambs fhall be in fafety: There is a ftaffe twixt tlie 

one and the other, as there wasa valley twixt the campof //- 

rael , and the Philiftines, orrather as there wasa cloud anda 


pillar twixt the koft of the Egyptians , and the kof of the Ifra- 


elites. 
This Protcétion for the kinds and manner of it is two- This Prove&i- 
fold. on for che kinds 


1. Immediate and fecret: Wherein the hand of God a- and manner of 


. : WC 5 1S 
lone confilts,and wherein his great prefence doth environ them, immecixe and 
H h 


and Secre:. 


and compals them as their fhield and buckler: ( Which is asa 

Bulwark char holds off the enemy.) 
M diate end 2. Mediate and vifible s Which appears inthe fingers of 
vilble; that hand, Imean the inftruments which God doth raife up for 
the weltare,and fafety,and defecce of his peopie, (which are as 
the fouldiers in that bulwark)as Cyrus and Darias of old when 
his people were in captivity and that pious and famous Conflans 
tine the great patron of Chriftianity agaiaft Maximinus, Lici- 
aus and other perfecutors, and many Chriftian Kings fince that 
time, all whichisimplyedin, Rev. 12.16. The earth helped 
the woman ( i. ) though there were floods of ev | intended a- 
gainft the Church,and did break forth againft her , yet God did 
protect her by men on earth by humane aid and afiiitance.. 


‘This ProteGi- Again itis either a proteétion,which is 


E 1. Ordinary: Which is feenin the common adminiftration 
of divine providence by effects and acts in fecond caufes made 
ferviceable by a divinehand , for the fafety of the Churcha- 
Sainft the malice and breathings of evil men. 

Extraordinary. 2? Extraordinary; Which is declared in fome wonderful 


and exceeding effeCis, that even nature fteps afide as it were to 
become ferviceableto their fafety , asin thofe wonders of E=- . 
gypt, anddivifion of the red Sea, &c. à 
Prote&ion a- Again, Divine protettion againft evils is two fold. 

gainkevils,is, 1, Privative: In preventing and defeating of evils, mali- 
Privative. ——_cioufly intended, in putting by the thruft. Take counfel and it 
foal come to nought. Efa.8.10. Speak the word and it fhalt 
not ftand, this is evident inthe defeat of Pharachs intentions 
for killing of the sale-children. and in the fruftrating of Ha- 
mans plots againit the Jews, and Hereds project in hiviag of 

Chriff, Mat.2. and likewile for kiling of Peter, Afls 12. 
Pofitivein{up- 2: Pofitivein fupplying of ftrength and aid, either of Exdue 
plying of vance , notwithftanding allevil combinations, asthe e4rk was 
Strength. kept upon the waves, andthe J/raelites in Egypt , and other 
Of endurance. Captivities, and the Church preierved in all the times of per- 
Or aid of De- fecution Of Deliverance, which comes partly by a dread that 
liyerance, God infufeth into .he hearts of the enemies, partly by the- 
- countenance and affiffance, which he affords his Church by emi- 
nent and peculiar intruments , making edi&s in the beha!f of 
the Chriftians , partly by over-ruding evil encmies , for oe 
ends. 
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endsinrefpect of themfelves, but for better ends in refpect of 

God, to fide with or to permit the Church qu.erly to go on im 

the worfhip of God. i TT Pom 
Qu ft. 2 How this divine proteđt'on againft evils of evil.: dion stads 


men affords comfort to the people of God ? Coutort. 
Zt ' “ty le 
Sol. Tt may afford comfort in many refpects, whether bi ve ay 
1. You confider the comfertable properties of this protection, | aeta 
for itis i - 


: A i of this Prote- 
1. ef fupreme preteflion: It is one thing for a private ction. 


friend to undertake the protection of a perfon, and another’ Fisa Supreme 
for the King and the Laws to prote& a perfon. The former Pioit&ion. 
protection is corrective and weak and infuffcient , it is altera- 

ble by a fupreme Power , but the latter is fupreme and not to 

be queftioned or touched : now the protection of the Saints it is 

Supreme , they have the greateft King and the fundamental 

Laws on their fide, the Word of Godhimfelf are for them : 

They are mine (faith Chriftof his Difciples, and the ret whom 

the Father gives unto him) and none foall take them out of mine 

hand, he {peaks ofthe Sheep, 0.10.28. And he gives the rea- 

fon of it, verfe29, My Father which gave them me is greater 

then all , he doth not fay is inferiour or equal, but he is grea- 

ter; not then fome or moft of chem, but thena/, and xo 

man is ableto pluck them out of my Fathers band, he doth not 

fay, They would not pluck, &c. for they are ftill tugging and 
plucking, but do what they can they fhall not be able to pluck 

them out of my Fathers hand : Jf their fafeties were in the hands 

of men, men might then pluck them away , but no hand can be 

{trong enough for Gods hand , the hand of God is greater then 

all, (.4.) Too high and coo ftrong. 

2. A Sufficient Prctection : Lower protections and defences A Sufficient 
are often multiplyed or elfe they cannot be afafety ; for dan- Protection. 
gers fometimes cannot be prevented without number: The 
greater number containing init the greater ftrength ; but the 
protection ofthe Church is fingle, and confiftsin Unity. Ever 
one God, and he alone is fufficient for the fafety of his people. 

This God delivers asa Cordial to Abrabam againtt all dangers 

and all fears, Fear not Abraham , I am thy foield; q. d. Thy 

eyes may be caft upon the world, and thou maift meditate many 

dangers by reafon of the many evil perfons among whom thou 

dwelleft ; Buc benot difcouraged, thou ha One to protect 
a H hə i 
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thee, Zam thy foield, and thatis enough, for Lamehe Almighty 
or All-[ufficient God. David hath a good paffagein P/a/.121. 
2. My help ccmeth from the Lord; and what a Lord is he ? - 
who (faith he) made heaven and earth, this is enough. He 
wno alone by his word only,was able to make the whole world, 
is not he (though alone) fufficient for the fafety and proteGion 
ofhis people? As you need no more then God to make you, 
and none elfe but Chrift to redeem you, fo you need none elfe 
but God to protect and keep you. 
A Tender Prc- 3. A Tender Protefion: No protection like that where the 
rection. arms of defence feem to grow out of the affections of the defen- 
dant. Ifmychild wereinthearms of a Gyant, I fhould not 
conceive his fafety fo abfolute, as if he were in the arms of his 
mother; for as much as affections are a more intentive and 
watchful guard, though the other be more able and ftrong, But 
where infinite {trengch and unfpeakeable affections. both concur 
ina Guardianfhip , here is fafety unquefttonable. Now the 
Lord doth not only fpread his arms of power over his people, 
but holds them alfo faft in moft tender affections ; he loves them 
above ail the people in the world, and is more to them then the 
mother tothe child, and therefore his eye ftill watcheth over 
them, and he that toucheth them, toxcheth the-apple cf his 
Eye. 
A Faithful af A Faithful ProteG@ion: Both for prefence and continue 
BroveGion. ance. IfaProtector were never fo high for authority, great 
for power, fuffieient for aid, ceader for affection, yet if he were: 
negligent, if fometimes he did come with a ftrong guard, and 
at another time leave me naked , the times of his prefence 
would not afford me fo much comfort,as the times of his abfence 
would occafion in me fear and difcomfort, But it is not fo with 
the Lord, who as heis a moft (ufficient and tender protection, 
fo is he a moft faithful and attending protection. There is not 
any one article of time wierein Iis eyes are not open to keep 
his people, Pfal.z21.4. Behald, be whs keepeth Ifrael fhal! nei- 
ther flamber nor flecp (every other keeper may fleep, nature re- ; 
quires it to keep himfelf by fleep, that he may keep us by wak- 
ing; yet here’s time of danger, for our fifecy fleeps when our 
keeper fleeps) but the Lord never fleeps, (.i.) He is ever awake 
and watching, and therefore he adds, 7.8. The Lord foal pe 
i erve.. 


—— 
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ferve thy going out and coming tn fram thistime forth ana even 
for evermore. There is not any one danger or evil, be it never 
fo little and inobfervable by us, and beit never fo great and ter- 
rible unto us, but heis alwayes prefent with us to guard and 
fecure us, whether the dangers be fo great as they do refpe& 
the baxarding of our lives , or fo little as they do refpe& tke 
fallinz of the hair of cur bead, yet concerning both, or any o- 
ther. there is a perpetual providence to protect and look after 
us, and your fhield is ftill about you thus, although new dan- 
gers fhould arite, or the old fhould yet continue, yet asthe 
mountains are round about Jerufalem, fo the Lord is reand about 
his people from henceforth even for ever, PLii25.2. 

2. Secondly, It muft needs bea comfort to have the ftaf¥ —— 
Gods protection thus to preferve and keep us, If you alfo con- me e 
fider the cffctts and operaticns of it, v. g. 1. Either the protein. 
crufhing of evilinthe womb,making of it abortive in the con- Cruhing eril 
ception. 2. Orthe fruffrating of te evil from faftning upon in che womb. 
us : that the fword which is whet fhal! not enter, and che fnare "sing the 

- i : evil intended. 
that is laid fhall not catch. 3. Orthe retorting of evil upon Retortitig of E 
the contrivers of evil; that they fhall catch themfelves and vil upon the 
intangle themfe!ves with their own devices and trapps. 4.Or the can:rivers. 
converting of all thofe evils to tke good of the Church; that Convertinz of 
the malice of evil men fhall onely drive the fhip and not fink it, all to goad. 
fcoure the mettal and notconfume it, drive the fheep together 
butnot lofe them, make the Church better and prepare them 
for greater mercies; all thefe afford much and fingular com- 
fort, Cc. 

3. Thirdly, It muf needs be a comfort tobave God to be aGods prore Gis 
comfort, to have Gidto be our Staff of protettion, whether yor on is comfort- 
confider x ab'e, 

1. The malice of evil men, whichis deep and implacable: Vane we 
there are nonein the world, whom evil men do hate with hat See Geta di 
mortal hatred as they do the godly : Witneffe Cai+’s mut- eyil men. 8 
thering of Abe/,and Sants feeking the life of David, &c. as 
the Shepherds were an abomination to the Egypriaxs, fo the 
fheep of Chrift are an abomination to wicked perfons , He that 
ws Bpright in tke way is abomination to the Wicked, Prov. 

29. 27. The power of 

2. The power of evil men: Gere ally they have the ronger evil mea, 

; arms 
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arms of fefh to draw out their fword of malice and hatred. 
The Beaft in the Revelation hadthe horns and the crowns, mof ; 
of earthly powers and authorities, rea korns and ten crowns, 
Rev.13.1. : 
Fhemunber of a Sa number of evil men: They are as the Philiftims to 


evil men, the Z/raelites army; as the fand of the fea fhore to a little 

i herd or flock of fheep. Take away all the Infidels, the profef- 
fed Atheifts and enemies of God and Chrift, and alfo the fecret 
enemies, falfe Prophets, hereticks, @&c. Eliah criesout Jam 
lef: alone, and there was but feven thoufand of the hundred 
thoufand which clave unto the Lord. 

The Pragite . + The preétice of evil men which is onely to devife mif- 

of evilmen, Chief and to fhootagainftthe righteous. Let us (mite Jeremiah 
with the tongues let us take the houfes of Godin peffeffion. Either 
lying difgraces, or foul obloquies, or troublefom f{nares, or 
{fome act of cruelty or other is hammering and contriving, 

Allwhich isa 5e 2i whichis a delight tothem, Itis “iov ¥eyoy they are 

delight unto doing that which their fouls delight in, e4ha, fo would we have 

them, it, that which they prefer above all, when they are injurionfly 
contriving againft and handling of the people of God. Now 
muft it not be a comfort to have a Protetor and a ftaff to up- 
hold us,to helpus againft fuch a violent and unappeafable ma- 
lice, which intends nothing but mifchiefs, and chat in the worft 
and greateft kind, (namely, not only to take away our lives, but 
alfo the truths and word of God which are the ftaff of our 
fouls and comforts, cc.) efpectally if we confider alfo our 
own impotency who are of our felves a weak, little compa- 
ny, ere. 

© Ufe But to make a little application of this to our felves, Ts the 
Lord the faf of his people in the days of evil, is he thcir dee 
fence, their Protection ? 

Then the coa- I1. Then firt, The condition of the Church is never de- 

dition of the /perate nor forlorn: We ufually fix our eyes on the 

Churchisn:- calamities of the Church and onthe enemies of the Church , 

verdcfperate. and on the weaknefs of the Church , but if we ‘ook not 
on the protection of the Church, on the fafeties of 
the Church, on the Shepherds ftaffe, but onely on the wolves 
fiercenefs and clamour , on tke floods, but not onthe Eagles 
wings which were given unto her to mount up and Aly, Rev.12. 

we 
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we muft needs be difcouraged. Either we do not confider that 

the Church hath a God to be her Guardian, or elfe we donot 
know what it is for one to have God himfelf to be his ftaff and 
proteĝion, The Difciples were fafe enough when Chrif was 
inthe Jhip ; and people are fecure enough who have the Lord to 
be their Keeper and Protector. 

2. Nay fecondiy, Theconditicn of the people of Ged is more qh, condition 
fafe and fecure then of any people. Takeallthe wicked on thes Gods p:o- 
earth inalltheir ftate and power and number, they cannot all pl-is more fafe 
of them fhew fuch a fhield for their fafety as the pooreft godly ‘ha of any 
perfon can, They can fhew fwords and targets, and bowes, °°?'* 
and Devils, and malice, and powers, but none of them can thew 
a God to be their Protector. If powers be a better guard then 
weaknefs ; if wifdome be a better guard, then folly; if infi- 
nitenefs, then reftrainednefs, if immutability then mortality , 
if God, then the creature , the condition then of che Church 
(which hath the Lord God to be her Staff of protection) is 
mot fure and fafe. 

3- Then let the people of God refrain fear. If aman were 

in the midft of the fea,amongf the naked waves, he might Let the pecple 
have juft caufe to fear, but being in the midit of them, and ing. Colas 
the midit of a ftrong Ark he needs not to fear, though there ail 
be many enemies yet if the Caftle be ftrong and firm, ec. J/a: 
§1.12,13. Who art thou, that thou fhoulaft be afraid of aman, 
and forgetteft the Lard thy Maker that hath ftretched out the 
heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth? Two Argu- 
ments he here prefents why we are afraid of men, and the evils 
that they can do: 

One is that we do not confider the weakne/s of man, chat he 
isbut graffeand muft dié v.12. 

Another is, that we do forget rhe grertneffe of God, we do 
forget himin his great power (who dia ferch cut the beavens, 

&c.) and in his neer ri /ation to vs, that he is osr maker, qd. 
if you did rightly know and believe the greatneffe of your God 
you would not fear man. If you knew whata power he fhew- 
edin the making of you, and of the heaven and earth, you 
fhould confider the Lord more and take heart, itis an infal- 
lible cruth that the bet people alwayes live under the beft pro- 
tection. 


4. Live a 
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o ee by Faith: Upon this that God is your Staff, and 
Live by Faith. that he is your Protector : let it not be a meer notion but make 
it.an unqueftionable truth, put your feal of faith unto it, andin 
your diftreffes or troubles fly unto the Lord for his protection. 
So did fehefaphat when the great multitude of the children of 
' eAmmonand (Moab, and Moust Seir came again him, O 
our God (faith he) wile thou not judge them, for we have no 
might against this great company that cometh againft vs? neither 
know Wwe what to do, but our eyes are upon thee. Here wasa time 
of great danger and now his faith did exert it felf, partly by re- 
nouncing all humane confidence and defence. we have no 
might (.1.) Of our felves alone; partly by fetling on divine 
affiftance but our eyes are upon thee, refting on Ged, and ex- 
pecting aid fromhim, Thusdid David often when his ene- 
mies confulred and imagined againft him, P/a/. 62.3. then he 
charged his foul to look up’and to wait onely on God v. 5. and 
Set him alfo in he gives the reafons of it inv, 6. & 7. He onely is my rock and 
Pial. 61. 2534. my [alvation, he is my defence, I foall not be moved, in God ts 
P(al.64.1.2. & my falvation and glory; the rock of my ftrength and my re- 
Plal. 57:1333. fuge is in God. And hereupon he exhorts all people in dangers 
v.8. Truf inhim at all times ye people ponr out your hearts be- 
forebim. God is arefuge for us, Selah, l 
Bi ditt. oe few Afotives for this and then I fhal | quit the 
Itisall oneto j 1.Jt is all oneto have no preteltion, as not tu ufeit: What is 
have no ptotc- the {trong rock if the conies run noc into them being hunted ? 
Gion,andnot or what is the ftrongeft Caftle if not ufed when the enemies 
to ule it come? or what isall the arm of Gods ftrength, if we want an 
hand of Faith, or put not our hand of Faith on Gods arm of 
power intime of our diftrefie ? Gods powerful protection is 
in Scripture compared fometimes to a Shield, fometimes toa 
R ck, fometimes to 4 Cajff/e, fometimes to a ftrong Tower : 
what are any of thefe for actual defence if not made ufe one 
The name of the Lords a ftrong Tower( but then Solomon adds) 
the righteous runneth intoit, and is fafe. Itis a ftrength init 
felf, buenota fafety,unlefs we run intoit: yea, though the 
perfon be righteous (and heit is to whom fafety is fromifed ) 
yet muft he by faith run into this Tower if that he would have 
fafety granted unto him, . : 
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2. A believing on this Stalf, a leaning on it by faith fhall beHe thar leans 
fure to find it ftretched out for good. Our protection it isa ftaff, > ares this {tsi 
not in mans hand but Gods, and when Faith leans on it, it wie es A 
then walk and work for the believer, Plal.33.20. He ss our help Rn Gaala 
and our fhield. V.21. Our hearts fhall rejoyce in kim, and we 
kave trufted upon his koly name. Our Fathers trufted intkee 
(here was Faith) and thou did/t deliver them. Pfal 22.4.& v.5. 

They cried untothee and Were delivered, they trufted in thee and 

were not confounded ; “David found it thus often for his own 

part: Did not fFacob find it fo when his brother met him with 

four hundred men ? Did not }ehofbaphat find it fo , upon pray- a 
ing and trufting, that the valley of Bacha was turned into the * ey wal 
valley of Berachah? Be confident that Faith will either keep 

the fire from you, or keep youin the fire, as the three children in 

Daniel. It will either find a hand to hold off evil or to uphold 

you inthe times of evil. 

3. 1f you could truft on the Lord for his protection in times y, only k: 
of dangers not onely fafery wenldbefal you, but much other iy bu: mech kJ 
god, v. g. ther good wiil 

Firft, It would be an excellent means to keep up yesr fin befallus by 
cerity > Whats the reafon that many in times of dangers, fly ving, “aa 
out fy ftrangely, either omit fome duty, orcommit fome finor as keep 
other ? Is it rot becaufe they are diftruftful on God? they up our finceri- 
exalt not his power of prote@ion, they lean not on his taff, ty. 
they do not believe thar God will protect them, they do not 
oppofe it againft allche plots and attempts of evilmen. But 
if we were fatisfied of Gods protection alone, and did truft to 
it, we would keep on our path, neither bend tothe right hand 
nor to the left, but would keep on in the good and fafe way. The 
way is Gods way, and being in his way I am confident of his 
protection, crc. 

Secondly, It would be an excellent means to keep wp trax- I: would keep 
guiliry: AN the turbulent divifion that is in our affe&tions doth vp tranquility. 
principally arife from the divifion which is in our minds, 7e 
have donble minds and therefore have doubtful thoughts and fear- 
ful affettions. A man is under the power of every mans power 
and of his threats, and of his evils, whiles not fixing his heart 
on Gods protection, juft like afhip in the midft of tte fea 
without an anchor, tofled with every wave and every wind ; bat 
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a believing, fetling on, or leaning on the ftaff of Gods prote- 
Qion breeds a fweet harmony and peace. David thought fo 
in Pfal.112.7. He fhall not be afraid of evil tidings, bis heart 
is fixed trufting in the Lord, v.8. his heart is eftablithed he 
fhall not be afraid. Whena man by Faith feeth him who is in- 
vifible; and finds him who is omnipotent encompafiing h.m 
round about with his promifes, with his gracious providence, 
therecan beno fufficient caufe of perturbation unto him. In 
two cafes we may in quietnefs and patience poffe's our fouls, 
One is when no evil is neer us; Another is, when a greater power 
and defence is neerer tous then the neereft evil canbe. David 
was on a fudden purfued by -46/alow h.s fon, and in very great 
danger, what doth heat this time ? he prayes Pfal.3 4. Z cried 
untothe Lord. and hebelieves, v.3. Thor O Lord art a Shiela 
for me and hereapon comes tranquility into his foul, v.5. Z 
laid me down and flept, I awaked for the Lord {ult ained me. 
Thirdly, Ic would bea good means to keep up conftancy: 
l; Ma keep Our perfeverance in the acts of piety doth fingularly depend on 
ME con“ancy: our dependance on Gods fidelity and power, on the fufficiency 
Á of his ftrength and affiftance. If I havehim fure to my foul 
and tomy body, why fhould I be daunted, or flagger, or fall 
away. That fouldier may well abide the field who fights un- 
der an invincible fh.eld, and is ever armed with an unconquer- 
able protection. 
Fifthly , Buta word of Caution toall this, and then an 
H you will s end; If you will find this ftaff of protection againft dangers 
e this ta& £ and evils, be advifed, To keepin Gods wayes: Shields of Sal- 
i S vation hang not in the paths of Tranfgreflion: there you may 
wayes. } find Gods {word againft you, but never fhall you find his ftaff 
i for you, As Sanctuaries reach not to all places but are confined 
to {uch a circuit of ground, fo Gods defence and protection ex- 
tends not tous if wego beyond holy ground, I mean, if our 
feet carry us to paths that are not holy. 
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—— And thy flaffe doth comfort mes 


es have feen the firk Ufe of the Shepherds {taff which is 
for protection and defence inrefpe@ of the fheep , now I 
proceed to the fecond Ute thereof which is for offence and corre- 
Elgon in refped of the wo/ves which are adverfaries to the fheep, 
—— alfo David gathers comfort: whence it may be ob- 
erved. 


That Gods corrective ftaff of the adverfaries of his people , Dg. 
affords caufe of comfort unto them. Godi scatters 
Here two things are to be fuppofed, viz. ftsff of the 

1. That the people of God have adverfaries, therefore arc sdverfsries of 
they compared to the fer amongh the wolves andthe Lillie hisprople is 
, ymm - fe caule of com- 
among the thorns, andit@the rock amidft the waves; perufe; itro them, 
the hiftories Sacred and Ecclefiaftical and you fhall find it fo, Two things to 
even from Abel to this very day, fecret adverfaries, or open ad- te fuppofed. 
verfaries, orboth. The Serpent and Foxes, the Dragon and Evil men are © 


the Wolves. eyes 
2. Thatas their hearts and powers are ftretched ont againfty . Gad ise 


the people of God, {o the ftaff of Gods powerful providence \Sosing them, 
firetched out againft the adverfaries of bis people, and that efpe- 
cially three wayes. 

1. Exprefiive : By way of expreffion, thus you may fee By thteatning 
this faf walking in every threatning which God hath fpoken, of them. 
His chreatning isa holding up of his fraff : that it fhal! not be 
well with the wicked, and that he will bathe his (word in blood, 
and make it drank with the blood of his adverfaries, to whom 
he will repay vengeance and recompence them to their faces and 
that ke will bruife them in pieces with arcd of iron. 

2. Repreffive: Which isan holding of the adverfaries of his By esfting ics 
people (as we fay) atthe ftaffsend, by {topping of their fury pediments in 
aud injecting or raifing fuch arguments or accidents which do tir way. 
reprefs and hold off the adverfary from infulting, œc. Ifa.s9. 

19. When the enemy foall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the 
liz Lord 
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Lord faall lift up a ftandard againft kim, Thus was it when i 
Sennacherib threatned Judas and Hezekiah, he was pluckt back, 

and when David was hssted by Saul, Saúl was called home. 

So by (onftantines means were the perfecutions ftop- 


By Punithment’ 
ef chem, 


e 
3. Depreffive, which is the laying of iton; when the Lord 
doth by judgments and punifhments chaftife the pride and ma- 
lice of the adverfaries of his people. Not only conferve his 
~- ewn people , not only fruftrates the plotsof wretched men, 
but alfo confounds and deftroysthem. Thusdid he to Pharach 
and bis hoft, purfuing his flock and people of J/rael , his tah 
wason him, his judgment, be overwhelmed kim and his hof ir 
thered Sea. So likewife to Sifera and Fabin, Korab, Dathan , 
and Abiram, to Haman the adverfary of the Jews, to the 
aaverfaries of Daniel, to Herod the adverfary of the Chureh , 
who was eaten up of Worms, to Pilatetheadverfary of Chrift, 
who deftroyed bimfelf, to- Arius the enemy of the divinity of 
Chrift , whofe bowels fell from him. fo to Jalan through 
whofe heart an arrow {truck from en; fcarce any one of. 
the perfecuted Emperours , who went off fromthe Stage of 
the world, without fome ftrange difeafe orend. 
Three ccum- There are three. Circumftances obfervable of Gods punifh- 
Rances obferva ing of the adverfaries of his people. 
ble in Gods pu~. y, That though every individual adver[ary be not frack, yet 
Falie ange nfually the moft eminent are attained. Pana ad unum, Terror 
Though every 44 omnes ;, Thisishismercy to warn the reft by the punifhment 
adverfary be noc Of fome. 
Struck ».ufually 2, ThatGods judgment doth not alwayes at prefent fall upon 
themoft emi- phony „Jet ia the event it fhall; itis not fpredily executed, he. 
Though judg- doth not alwayes prefently ftrike, where yet he intends affuredly, 
mentdo nor atO Wound. This is his patience, 
prefentfallon 3. That bis judgments on them when they do light are ufually 
them, yeint-geyry fearful and terrible; fuch as fill the world and caufe 
* aca dreadand terrour: They donot go offinthe ordinary way 
en jud z g ith s b fi b d echt fe f h 
ments do light, Of punifhnent, but are ftigmatized with a fcar of wrath,. 
they are ufual-which fhall make their names odious to all pofterity , Z/4.27-7- 
lyvesy fearful. Hath he [mitten him as he [mote thofe that [mote him „ Pfal. §8.. 
10, He foall take them away. With a Whirlwind , and in his 
Pr atbe.. + Aie ae | 
27 AM 3. That. 
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a J That this executing of judg ment on rhe adverfaries af- Thisex cut- 


fords comfort to Gods people: So the Scriptures abundant!y de. cea inks 
clare, Pfal. 58.10. The righteous fhall rejoyce when he feeth comfsrtto 
the vengeance , he fhall wafh his feet in the blood of the wicked, Gads people. 
Rev.18.20. Speaking of thediftruction of Babylon, faith the 

Spirit ; rejoyce over her thin heaven , and ye holy Apoftles and 
Prophets , for God hath avenged you on her. Pfal. 119.52. £ 
remembred thy judgments of old, and have comforted my (elf. 

And we read of {pecial rejoycings by the Church of God up- 

on the deftruction of their enemies. A4o(es Song was penned 

upon the occafion of Pharaohs drowning, and Deborahbs Song 

upon the deftruction of Sifera, and the fewes feffival upon the 
deftrnction of Haman, and Davids 185. Pfalm, upon his de/s- 

verance from the hand of all his enemies. How f 

But how far forth, and is what refpetts Gods punifhments wenden ane 

and judgments onthe adverfarics of his people may afford judgments on 


unto them matter of comfort, this is very difsutable. adver(aries 
Scl. I think ic may in fome meafure be thus refolved, —, of con- 
ort to us. 
o a r 
F. iad i of God on them may be confidered two Judge 
wayes, either adver(aries 


As meer andextreme miferies: Thus we are not to take may be con- 
comfort by reafon of chem on any man xeuexaxks, a rejoycing ficered,: 
in the evil ofanother, is a very evil rejoycing. The common na. 4S a 
cure wherein all men are bound together, commands pity, and m i 
forbids delightia mifery. Religion bids us to do no evil, and 
nature forbids us to rejoyce inevil. 

As expreffions of Divine juftice. Though I would not re- Or, as ezpref- 
joyce to fee a per fon executed, yet I may rejoyce to fee the Law fons of divine 
executed, So far forth as judgments on evil men are the arrefts utie. 
of the juftice of God, declarations of his truth and righteouf- 
neffe, as they are the vengeance which he executes, it is lawful to 
take comfort. j 

2. The Judgments of God on them may be confidered either as, O? they msy 

A diffolution cf their perfors,or, be i ed, 

eA diffolution of their wickedseffe, by which God hath been ot cheir perfona 
fo much difhonoured, and probably had been more difhonou- Or cf their 
red upon a furvival, So far as it is a common calamity inci- wickednede, 
dent to nature to be fick and die, I am ro expreffe no rejoycing, 
but fo far as the diffolution of the natural Union, infers with : t 

the. 
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the extinction of preternatural wickedaeffe, and an expiration 
of difhonour againft God, I may be glad and take much com- 
fort. Comfort, not thatthe man is come tohis end, but 
comfort, that the wickedneffe of the Wicked is come to an 

š end. i 

Ortheymsybe 3. Thirdly, The Judgments of God on them may be confi 

confidered ss, dered either as, l i 

A PerfonalRu- 1. A Perfonal Ruine, 

ny 2. A Doétrinal Warning, 

Ee So far asit is but ruin fe deftruction I muft fit ftill and leave 
the perfons to God, but fo far as divine ftrokes on iome wicked 
men may prove exemplary inftructions to other wicked men, 

‘that they fhall bear, and fear, and net goon any Wore againjt the 
godly , but feeing the judgments on others, turn from the fame 
(ins which might pull down the fame judgments, So far may I 
take comfort and rejoyce, that the wounding of fomeisthe 
healing of many; though not immediately in the everfion of 
fome, yet occafionally,as this proves a means for the converfion 


of others. A 
Ortheymay 4, Fourthly, The Judgments of God on the adverfaries of 
be taken his people, either are to be taken, 


Formallysor; Formally, Asitisa grievous punifhment and removal of mera 
cies to many. 

Redundantly. Redundantly, As fome excellent mercy may refult or arife 
thereupon to the fheep or Church of Chrift. l 

Though I dare ro* take delight to fee any mans confcience 

racking and pullicg him like hell, or the vengeance of God 

wounding cf him in terror, ard like a whirlwind, carrying him, 

&c. Yetasupon this deftruion there doth arife mercy and 

good to the © kerch , that it now (upon the removing of the 

Impedit ) obtains more freedom, countenance, protection, peace 

and encouragement, in, and to the true worfhip of God. I 

may both.be comforted and rejoice. When, A@.12,23. Herod 

was eaten up of worms, V.24. the Word of God grew. and malti- 

plied, The Chars sadreft: I: Was edified in the comforts of 

the Hily Ghost, «sa walked ix the fear of the Lord, Act 9.31. 

Now it is a juit and lawful occas on of rejoycing and comfort, if 

God himfelfbe pleafed (thus: hic beina way.of judgment to 

others) to make way for a more calm, and fafe, and free oppor- 

tunity 
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tunity of his own fervice unto his oWn people. 

5 Fifthly, The Judgments on wicked men may be confidered O: they may 
either, Ab/o/ste/y, in themfelves forthey are mala triflia. I4- beconfidercd, 
terpretatively, asthey are teftimonies of Gods fpecial provi- Ablolu'ely son 
dence and care over his Church ; chat he is fenfible of their in- atta 
juries, and burdens, and ~ities their dutreffes, and will not fufe ~ 
fer the rod of the wicked alwiyes to ie onthe back of his fer- 
vants, but in their deliverance declires and minifelts his Cove- 
nantofmercy, and truth and power. Thus as the Z/raelites 
when God remembred their bondaze and fent Mofes to deliver 
them, they bowed the head and warfotpped 10 may any of the 
people of God bleffe the Lord and rejoice that he remembers 
his Covenant, and them in the:r jow eftate. Though not for 
the meer aff. tions of others ab{olutely confidered, yet for the 
conviction of others hereby, that God doth not forfake his peo- 
ple, but knows their fouls in adverlity, and will be neer and 
faithful, and fhew himfelf trong in the behalf of them whofe 
hearts are upright before him. Hence that of the Pfalmilt, P/ 

9 16 The Lord is known by the judgment Which he executeth: 
Wicked men do fwell, and rage, and exalt chemfelves , and go 
on as if there were no God but themfelves , or as if there were 
not a God who refpected and lookt after them chat fear him; 
but when this God fhall arife to judg the nations, and once be- 
comes terrible tothe people, and lifts upthe poor fromthe 
dung-hill, and magnifies himfelfin the protection of his people , 
and confuiion of their adverfaries, now he is known in his 
power to be aboveall, and in his jutice to recompence evil to 
the wicked, andin his truth in keeping covenant for ever with 
his own peuple. See Pfals9.1 3. Confume them in wrath con- 
fame» minat they may not be, and let them know that Godrne- 
leth in facoh unotbe-nds of theea-th, Selah, 

6. Laitly, This tafo Judgment laid on wicked men, may be Or it muy be 
looked on either as an incvoation of mifery to wicked men, which reper 

H noite ; ; ; s sninchostds 
we may look on with pitiful eyes.Or ax inchoation of Redemption Sn of mifery to 
to goid mea, on which we may look with joyful hearts: for e- wicked menier, 
very judgment of God on the wicked adverfartes, is an aflured An Inchostion 
teftimony of a more fevere wrath to follow and it is an infallible of Redemp.ion 


pledge cto the godly , of their final and complete it a ikna 
rom. 
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from all oppofite malice and powers feated either in men or 
Divels. 
And thus have you heard what this ftaff of Corre@tion and 
Judgment is,andon whom it falls, and in what refpects the 
itrokesthereof affords matter and occafion of comfort to the 
people of God. It now remains that I make fome Application 
U of this, and fo conclude. i 
This sl 2 In the firft place, It may ferve for wenderful amazement and 
Rrike terror in- terror to the adver{aries of Gods people on whom they lay load 
tothe sdverfa-inallexpreflions of malice. Their hearts are agaiaft them , 
riesofGods and their counfels are Rill proje@ing againft them, and their 
people. tongues (like fharp rafors and fwords) are whet againft them 
in all fcandalous, ignominious, virulent, difgraceful reproaches ; 
and their hands are againft them inallthe frength and wayes 
that can be imagined for their urmoft fubvertion and ruine. But 
ftay ! hear what the Lord faith, J/4.3.14,15. What mean you 
that ye beat my people to pieces, and grind the faces of the poor? 
The Lord will enter into judgment with you. The Lord i Wife 
in heart and mighty in ftrength, who bath bardred himfelf egainft 
him and hath profpered? Said Fcb, cho.4..The fame in fome 
fort is true of the people of Ged who ever hardned his heart a- 
gainft them and profpered ? Fi» treir redeemer us mighty, and 
he fhail plead their caufe witi thee, Prov.23.11, °Tis true, there 
may be no man to plead their caue, bur yet there isa God that 
‘will doit, who is greater in power and more terrible in judg- 
ment. Confider, 
Godwillcer- 1. He will certainly plead their caufe, He hath not only faid 
tainly plead the it but Covenanted it ; and not only bound his word with truth, 
ay of bis but with an Oath,that be will judge in the behalf of his fervants. 
+t If the adverfaries of Gods people repent not, they are as fure to 
be {truck with judgment in this life, or elfe to be damned hereaf- 
ter, as fure as God is God. 
Godwillpleal 2. Zhe Lord will piead With thems in wrath and fury. 1 think, 
with their ene- Of all che finnersin the world, there are none fo extremely abo- 
mies in wrath minable to Godas the adverfaries of his people ; for indeed they 
andfury. are the moft darit g wretches and defperate, that dare through 
the people of God, evento fight againft God himfelf. And 
however punifhment may either be omitted or remitted to 0- 
thers, yet with thefe the Lord will deal in fireand burning, in 


the 
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the zeal ofhis wrath, and with devouring tempefts. They hal 
drink of the very dregs of hu fury, andhe will dafh them in pieces 
like a potters veffel. Hiftories do record fome veffigia and pre- 
fages of this on wicked adverfaries even in this life; what pecu- 
fiar and myfterioes difeafes, flaming and racking their fpirits and 
joynts, or rotting their bowels? Or elfe what furpafling ven- 
geance hath lighted on the confciences of them, tothe eafe 
whereof they have endeavoured to rent out their own fouls? O 
then ! what is chat blacknefs of darknefs, that river of brim{ton 
kindled by the breath of the Lord; that everlafting blackneffe, 
thofe flames of fire,’ that unconceivable judgment which is 
referved for them in the loweft regions of Hell here- 
afer ! 

3. Andhow fuddenly the Lord may awake to the judgment , How lere 
what one wicked adverfary cantell? That the enemies of the”) i aie 
Lord fhall perifh, it is unqueftionable, andin the ufual difpen- enna. 
fation of divine juftice on earth, this we may obferve, That the 
Execution thereof (when it prefents itfelf) is both great and 
{peedy. Even when the adverfaries are triumphing and crying 
Peace, peace, then cometh [udden d:Struftion, Rev.18.8. Her 
plagues hall come in one day, nay,inone hour. Ver.10. Death, 
and mourning,and famine, and fhe fhall be utterly burnt With fire, 
for Prong ts the Lord whojudgeth her. 

Therefore let us fear andtake heed leaft any way, either fecretly 
or profeffedly, by word or deed we play the Wolves againft the 
fheep of Gods pafture. Their Shepherd hath a ftaffof iron: 
it is in his own hand, and it will be ftretched out again{t you. If 
yeu will be adverfaries toGods people,affuredly the Lord wil be 
an adverfary to you, you fhall never go off unpunifhed, but the 
Lord will certainly judge you, and that with foreft vengeance. 
Ifhe fhould ftrike thee whiles thou art plotting againft the juft, 
or acting againft his people, what a difmal account haft thou 
to make beforehim? Well! repent and take the counfel of 
Pilates wife, Have thon nsthing to do with that juft man, or 
elle Gamaliels counfel, Fight not againft God. 

Secondly, Here is yet ccmfort to the people of Ged that hehath CU/e2 
a faff, not only to keep off, but to chaftize their adver[aries, be Comfort tothe 
they never fo great, and never fo many, and never fo fubtil. IcPtoPl¢ of God. 
falls out oft times that they have none on earth to right chem, 
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to ftand for them,to judg for them.In thePrimitive perfecutions, 
how at once didtheir adverfaries accufe and condemn them? and 
they had none for many years amongit the fons of men to hear 
their cries, or to refpect their apologies. But yet here is a 
ftaff of comfort, that there is a God that regards them, will 
hear them, will judge for them, and will overthrow all the ad- 
verfaries of Truth and righteoufneffe : he willbe known by the 
executing of jadg sent, and every man fhall fay, Verily there ws 
a reward for the righteous: verily he ts a God that judgeth in the 
earth PRI 58.11. i i 
Aie bur the Objeé. Yea, but men are apt to fay, The time zs long. O Ged, 
timeislong, bow fong fhall the adverfaries reproach ? foill the enemy blaf- 
pheme thy Name for ever? Why withdraweft thou thy band, 
even thy right hand? pluck it out of thy bofom, Plal.74.10,11. 
And fo thofe, in Rev.6.10. Hew long, O Lord, holy and true , 
aofi thou not judge and avenge cur leod on them that dwell on tke 
earth ? 
Sol. To this I anfwer, 
Bheir times of 1. As our times of mercy, fo theiy times of judgment are in 
judgment are Gods kand, . f 
amisa 2. God doth not only bring forth his mercies but alfo 
forth his judg- 4% judgments in feafon, 
mentsinfeafon 3. But the term of Gods judgments on evil men is not 
Thetimeis farre; 


y a T 1. When their fins grow high: When you fee the Corn grow 
When their nstipe, then the Sickle is prepared, When the iniquity of the A- 
are high, miorites was full, then they were deftroyed. The godly are ga- 
thered like a Sheaf, and the wicked are confumed as the Stubble, 
God ufually judgeth evil men when their finnings grow fo noto- 
rious chat all the world fhall acquit God as moft juft in punifh- 
ing them. j 
when their 2. Waen their prattifes grow infolent, that they arecontrol- 
preGifts grow. ing of, and juftling of God himfelf, not only bear down his 
infolent. people but his auchority, Pfal.1 19 126 It x time fonrhse,O Lord, 
to work, for they have made void thy Law. 
‘When their 3. When their malice is at the higheft, that they are contriv. 
om "i the ing or acting fome radical ruine to the whole profeflion of he- 
ai linef. As Pharaoh, when did God begin to judg him? furely ` 
when he had ploztes the extinction ofall the Z/raeéises in their 


firk. 
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firft-born. And Haman when did God take him off? but even 
then when he had confpired the death and utter ruine ofall the 
Jewes. 

4. when the people of Ged have none to pity or help; at the when the peo: 
loweft,when they are fhut up and there is no going out,no com- ple ct Ged 
ingin. They have no power in themfelves, no help from man, have none to 
Pfal.12.5. For the opprefston of the poor , for the fighing of tke?! and Help 
necdy, now will I arsfe, faith the Lord, I wil fet him iz fafery 
from him that paffetb at him, Now the Lord appears when he 
appears alone. 

5. When the pecple of God are diligent in Reformation, doing when the peo- 
their beft, vehement in fupplication, purging their hearts, and ple of God are 
lifting up their hands and cries unto the Lord for help and judg- diligent in Re- 
ment. Theyoke ofthe Babylonie Captivity was broken off , formstion. 
when God poured the Spirit of Grace and fupplication upon 
the inhabitants of Judah and Ferufalem. Zach.12.9,10. It 
fhail come to paffe in that day, that I will feck to deftroy all the 
Nations that come againft Jerufalem, ver.10. And J will pour 
upon, CC. 
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Verf. 5. Thou prepareft a. Table before me, inthe 
prefence of mine enemies : Thon anointeft 
my bead. with oile , my Cup runneth o- 


Vere. /. 


AVID having infinuated the fingular and am- 
ple providence of God over him in the Parable 
of a Shepherd, he doth in this verfe continue an 
amplification of the fame goodneffe in another 
Parable ofa Magnificent Haf, entertaining his 
Guefts witirall variety of Dainties and goodly ufage. 
Teefenfeof Concerning the Senfe of the Words, there are three O- 
thewords. pinions: 

1. One fomewhat ridiculous , which Genebrardus , eArias 

Montanus and others of the Pontefician Interpreters force and 

extort; Who by the Table have underftoodthe Altar for the 

Maffe; andbythe cup, the Euchariffical Cup in the Sacra- 

ment, and by the oul,that Cari/ma Confirmativam ufed by 

themfelves. An Interpretation fo fond, that the very recitati- 
on of it ts (I believe) confutation enough. 
2. Afecondis more Piows ; which is this , That God in 

Chrift, by his Word and Spirit doth confer on his people abun- 

dance of graces (like varieties on a Table) and much admirable-- 

peace, 


nee eet 
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peace, and joyful tranquility in cosfcience (which is as oil for 
sladneffe) and befides all thefe, an exceedingly exceeding Weight 
of glory, or future happinels, which is as a cup that runneth 
over. 

I conf:ffe fuch fpiritual meditations may be well raifed 
by realon of fome Analogy “twixt the one and the other. 
Yez 

3, The third opinion is mof cengruoas, which refers all the 
expreflions in the Text to Gods abundant goodnefs and kind- 
nefs to David in the things of this life, viz. in away of Nceble- 
nefs as it were and State.Not for meer neceflity, but for variety. 
A fulnefs (thou prepareft a Table for me: ) A delightfulnefs , 
(thon anoizteft my head with oil.) A plentifulnefe, (my Cup ran- 
neth over.) 

Before I draw forth the Propofitions on which I intend to 
infift, ic will be meet ina brief Paraphrafe co give the fenfe and 
meaning of the words in the Text. 

Thu) (.i.) Whoart my God, my Lord, my Shepherd. 

Prepareft a Table, cq (i) Provideltall things necefla- 
ry for my life, and fets them before me as fo many difhes on the 
Table: Thou bringeft many mercies to my hand,to my mouth, 
and doft with the variety of them, after a fort, feaft me. 

In the prefence of mine enemies | (i) Hoftibus mers viden- 
tibus , nay,invidentibus. Though mine enemies wifh my ru- 
ine, and malevolently repine, grudge and envy at every mer- 
cy that befals me, and would ifthey could) prevent, hinder , 
fruftrate any good and comfort , yet againft all their defires , 
malice, envies , repiningsand endeavours, thou prepare(t a Ta- 
ble forme. Yea, and 

T bow anointelt my head with Oil | There was Oleum Regale, 
with which Kings were anointed; and Oleum Sucerdotale,with 
which the high Prie(ts were anointed, and Oleum Canvivale, 
fuch a; was poured on friends or guefts ac their entertainments ; 
and it wasufually Olen Aromarticum , Oil mixt with fome o- 
ther {pices, and fweet ingredients , and it was ufed not fo much 
for Neceflity as for Elegancy and delight. By which David 
here intimates, that God befide neceffaries, had alfo entertain- 

_ edhim with many acceffories, with the Os) of dignity, andine 
Oil of gladnefs and delight, 
i Ady 
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My Cup runnethover} The Septuagint (whom S. Auftin 
and Euthy mivs erronioufly follow therein) read 73 aoripioy oè, 
calix tuus, thy Cup. S.ferom takes this off by imputing an 
errortothe Edition. The Vulgar Tranflation read it Calix 
meus inebrians,my cup isdrunk. Inthe Hebrew itis 7m9 9p)5 
cofi revajat, from T ravah, which fignifies rigare & riga- 
ri, The fummeis, Thathis Cup (./.) His outward portion 
and allowance in externals was not {canted and fparing, but (did 
runover, .é.)ic was very plentiful and large, he had enough 
andtofpare. Pfal.103.1,2. Bleferhe Lorc,O my foul, and all 
that is within me ol efe bis holy Names Bleffe the Lord, O my 
foul, and forget not alt his benefits. 

Out of all this, there are three things very remark- 
able ; 

1. Davids grateful and dilin acknowledgment of mercies 
and bleffings. 

2. Gods liberal and bountiful provifion for David, 

3. The effecual Collation of much good and kindneffeon 
him, notwithftanding all the malevolence and refiftance of his 
adverfaries. l = 

ice the firt of thefe, this Propofition is obfery. 
able, 

Dot. That it is a fit duty with a fervent gratefulneffe to acknow- 
Itisafitduty ledge all the mercies and bleffings Which God hath conferred up- 


e e 
with frequent cy 6, 


grarsfulnels to -Here are two Branches in this one affertion 

acknowledge =? _ 

allthe mercies I. One, That a grateful acknowledgment of mercies is very 

of God. meet. this is evident here in Davids practice, who is as 

Gra:cfu'ac- abfolute a pattern for thanktulneffle in this verfe as ever you 

ere read . for, 

Drak, 'S 1, He doth not forget the bleffings conferred on him by God, 
“but minds and meditates on them. 

2. Ashe doth not bury them in Oblivion, fo neither in fi- 
lence (ashe didthe talent ina napkin) but /peaks of mercies 
received, as well as thinksof them. Thoughit be Wifdom to 
conceal our own abilities, yetitis but Juftice to publith Gods 
goodnefs. 

3. And in {peaking of them, it isnot after a grumbling 
murmuring, difcontented and repining manner, (This Mana 

< nay 


~ 
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øa, faidthe J/raelites, and can he give bread alfo) but the mer- 
cies are opened both with cheerful and exa@ declarati- 
ons. 

There are four Circumftances which concur to an exit ac- 
knowledgment of bleflings or mercies, F our ccum- 

1. When the number is exatt: I mean when every mercy is tances concur 
gathered up into the thankful account, no one fragment of a 
them is loftbut fummed up. When menexprets their mercies of mercies, 
as they do confefs their fins by halves, and they are not fo ma. When the num 
ny butfew: This isa wrong and injury unto God and his «ris exaét. 
goodnefs. But Davids Arithmetick is full, he drowns no mer- 
ey, conceales none of the Lands, but his fpeech implies even 
all the mercies which he had received. 

2. When the valae is exa: Though aman givesin the When tte value 
full account , yet if he doth belie the dignity and worth (astS®¢. 
Ananias and Saphira did about the felling of their Lands) he 
isunjuft; mercies mut be acknowledged to their full value , 
as Abraham paid his money to the full value, currant money 
with the Merchant; fodoth David here, give every mercy its 
full allowance and weight. He doth not fpeak of chem di- 
minutively , God hath done alittle for me, it is not much 
God knows, almoft as much as will ferve the turn , cc. No! 
but givesan Emphafisto all the mercies. Jesa Table, and 
{weet oyntment, and an abounding cup. 

3. When the application is exalt: We are generally good When the ap- 
accomptants for other mens fins and mercies, we can fet them plexion is ex, 
out tothe full, fertiliorfeges alieno, &c, Uicinungue pecus jit: 
grandius uber habet, we canrate them atthe higheft , this is 
but envy; but thankfulnefs , is to give inthe value of our 
ownirercies, tofpeak well of the goodnefs which God thew- 
eth tous. J will tell you what he bath done for my font. So 
doth David here, he acknowledgeth the table for him, and the 
oy! for him, and that bis ows cup did overflow. 

4. When the canfe is exaltly acknowledged: Thus David When the 
here, when he hath caft up all the merc'e:, and given unto them cau e isexaaly 
their value, and confeffed his interet , hedoth not now bow *korledged.) 
the knee and adore himfelf, facrifice to hisown net , blefSand 
magnifie his own abilities, Merits, Wifdome, Indultry , cee. 
but humbly falls down and prefentsallat the feet of God, con- 
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fefling him in his free mercy to be the author of all thefe blef 
lings. Thos prepare/? , &c. thou ancinteft my head, &c. facob 
was onthe fame key of thankfulnefs, Gen. 32. 10. lam not 
worthy of the leajt of all the mercies, and all the truth which 
thou haji foewed tuto thy fervant , for With my fof I paffed 
over ths ordan, and now I am become tWwo bands ; Loe,a fweet 
acknowledgment not of one, ‘or of afewmercies, but of all, 
and a diftin@ acknowledgment , how he had thriven from one 
man into two bands, and all afcribed unto the goodnefs of 
hisGod, P/«l. 147.1. Praife is comely, Pfal.33.1. Praife ts 
comely for the wprigét.It is a comly thing to fee the trees break- 
ing and budding and fowring inthe {pring , and itisa comely 
thing to fee a man blefling of God, acknowledging his good- 
Adie nefs under the prefence and fenfe of mercies: grateful ac- 
Reafens of it. knowledgment of mercies ismeet for the people of God. 
Meded co I. Becaufe to the faithful (fuch as David) they are Gods 
them are Gods kind expreffions, affeCtionate expreflions. Every mercy toa 
effe&iona:e tx- pood man in any kind isatoken of Jove, its adrop froma 
preffions. gracious affeCtion,ergb itis Bagisxoy Joes. Though little, yer iff 
They are free ou" of love. cc. J 
and unde(eryed 2- Becaufe shey are free and undeferved benedictions : 
Benedi@ions.- Though we do murmure even in fulnefs , yet we are not 
worthy of thecrums under the table: Zr% of bis mercy that 
“we are not confumed, {aid the Church, how muchjmore then is it 
of his mercy that we are bleffed, that he gives us health and 
wealth, and peace, and liberty. In allour miferies we have 
reafon tobe filent, for our fins deferve greater evils then ever 
we have felt. Inall our mercies we have reafon to be thankful, 
for our fins are fuch that we donot deferve the leaft mercy 
Aico which ever we enjoyed. 
= anes 3, Mercies are lof if not acknowledged: The {weetnefsof 
ledged. them is loft where the heart is unthankful, the courfe of them 
is ftopt, if notacknowledged: the child muft feck the brefts 
or elfe the milk will dry up,and mercies will not ftay oc increafe 
where the hea% is unfenfible, or the tongue is fileant Theun- 
_... praying Perfon gets no mercy, and the unthankful man fhall 
so quickly be rid of them. 
aie 4. 1s itany mre then juftice to payin our Rent for fo good a 
leafe as that of mercies? Ifa man hath a hard = 
e 
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emuk pay his rent, but if a good leafe anda {mall rent ec, 
Its tru: wè can pay inunto God no quit-rent , yeta pepper 
com, a flower he dothexpect , that we fhould affectionately 
acknowledg: Thisis a mercy from God, and this I have of his 
soodnefs; a fmalland juft re:urn under all goodnefs, to confefs 
all chefe are the mercies waich che Lord hath geacioufly given 
unto his fervant. A Seana ta 
2, The fecond branch of the affection is , that a frequent ac- | pe ak 
knowledgmn: of Gidi mercies % ameet daty, David is atit of Gods mer- 


- inthe beginning of this Pfalm,and the tune plea‘ech him fo well <its is a meee 


thache goes it over again in this vece. Read Pfalm 103.1.2. 77% 

How hedoth inforceit onhimlf: Bleffe che Lord, O-my 

foul, and allthat is Within mz, Bleffebis hily names Bleffe i 
the Lord, O my foul, and forget not ail his bencfits. There 

are three things wherein I find David very frequent. One is 

an humble confeffion of fin. Anotherisa great defire to truft on 

Gods trath, A third is a gratefulacktowledg ment of Gods mercizs. 

There are two things which we fhould never forget. One is 
our fins by which we have difhonoured God; Another, Gods 
mercies wherewith he doth blefsus. We fhould cake occafion 
and repeat the mercies of God, thus hz delivered me, thus he 
fuccoured me, thus he reftored me, thushe favoured me. 

Reafons of this affertion, many ; Reafons of ie, 

1. Thankfulne/s isas imperfet a Grace inms asany: and Thankfalnefs 
we are as in all other Graces fo in this to-ftrive after more per- is as imperfe& 
fection, now frequent thanking makes us more thankful. If a a ae aed 
man cannot pay all at once, yet often payments {till addes and o ireak 
makes the payment more full; often believing is a further more pecfc@i- 
ftrength to Faith, and often acknowledging of mercies makes on init, 
our hearts yet more ftrong in thanksgiving. 

2. Wecan never overthank the Lord: As fins can never be We caa never 
overpunifh:d , fo mercies can never be overacknowledged, 7¥¢", ‘hank the 
When we have done about our blefling of God as Davidand 7" 
they did in weeping, weep rill they could weep no more, fo we 
blefs till our tongues can fpeak no more, yet fuch is the defert 
of mercy that more acknowledgment is yet behind, we cannot 
pay inour thanks for che leaft mercy allourdayes, — Turime 

3. Weare apt to forget our mercies: you fee how it 1s with ign cog ee 


us as with the //raedises, Every next traighe did drown all ape ‘dee 
) | or- 
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former mercies though they had a miraculous prefervation out 
of Egypt, and faw their enemies drowned , and were filled 
with praifes hereupon, yet prefently as foon as they cameto 
Marah that the waters were bitter, they fell on murmuring; 
even fo is it with us, our hearts upon every croffe, and ftreight, 
-are apt to overlook all mercies, and to be more fenfible of one 
prefent diftrefle then of a thoufand bleflings : therefore we 
had need co wind up our firings again which are fo quickly apt 
to falland jarr. 
is cote + I: ts a fingular means to add to many Graces within us, I 
means to adde Will couch at a few: | | 
to many Gra- 1. To our love unto God, markitin experience, if once 
ces, you lofe the fight of mercies you will quickly lofe the heat of 
Toour love tojove. It isa grateful meditation of Gods goodnefs to us,which 
pM fetcheth up and quickens our affections to him, the greatelt 
thankfulnefs everbreeds the ftrongeft affections unto God, for 
we cannot exprefs thankfulnefs, but our eyes muft look onthe 
love and kindnefs of God, and chefe two are the prime motives 
of love, wiz. Divine Love, and Divine kindnels , Love and 
Kindnefs or Bounty , caufe our Love. 

2. To car quietuefs and contentment of Spirit, whats 
the reafon of our boylings, frettings, murmurings, and difcon- 
tents, furely this, our fingers are ftill onthe fore, our eyes 
are ftill on our wants, and not on our receipts: but if we would 
‘takea Catalogue of our Mercies, and be expert inthem, lo! 
what a fumme of mercies is man, life,a mercy ; health,a mercy; 
i underftanding, a mercy ; houle, a mercy ; fleep, a mercy; 

friends, a mercy; ec. his heart would grow quiet aad cons 
tented, he would fay, the Lord bath not been as a dry and bar« 
ren wilderne's, the Lord hath done great things for me, great 
have his mercies been to my foul, tomy body, &c. 
To our f 3.To sær future dependance on God:when ftreightsand ext- 
o our tuture 
dependance, ences do befalus,yet grateful acknowledgment of Gods good- 
nefs, revives thedayesof old, and brings forth the ancient trea- 
fures. Look O my foul, here isa mercy, God gave at fucha 
time, and here is a mercy which beyond all defert or expectati- 
onhe let fall at another time. The Lord hath been the God 
of thy mercies, truf ftillon,him for his mercies endure for e- 
ver. Thefame motives inclining him to mercy ftill abide a 
: im, 


To our con- 
tentment of 


Spirit. 
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him, and the fame {pring of goodnefs ftill lives in him : therefore 
I will trauft on him for ever. Eai 
4. To obedience; much thankfulnefs is alwayes a means To obedience. 
of much fruitfulnefs ; it makes the Chrittian more cheerful and 
more fruitful to perufe the obligations of better duty. 
5. Laftly, Wherefere doth the Lord every day renew mercy, 
but becanfe we fhould frequently acknowledge his goodne/s : a 4 
There comes not a day over our heads, no not one hour in that y- saa 
day, but either is filled with pofitive or privative mercies : NOW but that n 
as in fhooting we let fly a fecond arrow to find the firft, fo the may frequently 
Lord lets fall a fecond bleffing to put us in mind of former blef, scknowlecge 
fings, mercies come in apace , that acknowledgments fhould i ko°cnels- 
rile a pace. Gods hand is ftill open in blefling of us, that our 
hearts and tongues fhould ftill be opened to blefs and praife 
him. 
Is David full of a grateful acknowledgment of Gods mer- Ufe 1. 
eiesunto him, defcanting fo fweetly upon every ftrain of blef- ‘a Akapi 
2 i : emn our own 
fing ? then we may in his virtuous expreflion read and condemn yy\ivion of 
our own harhunkindrefs and oblivion of Gods mercies conferred Gods nfcrcies. 
upon our felves. There is nota man of us who hath not tafted 
of Gods mercies, yea, of many mercies; our fives, our health 
our prefent peace, our liberty, our fleep, integrity of fenfes and 
limbs, cc. areall of them mercies: *Yis crue they are not of 
the higher rank of mercies, the upper fprings, the choiceft of 
mercies, yet mercies they are, and every one of them, 
1. Such as we never did deferve. 
2. Such as Without which we could not well continue and 
ferve God. 1f God fhould let ficknefs take off our healths, or 
ache take off our eafe, or bondage take off our liberty, or 
war take off our peace, or poverty take off our plenty, ec. | 
we would then confefs health and eafe, and liberty and plenty, 
to be neceffary mercies. But why is it that thefe pearls are 
trodden under our feet? Were there vot ten made clean, but 
where are the rine >? thereis nor that returns to give God thanks 
burthis firanger onely , faid Chrift, Two things grow very Confer 
rareamongft us, One is Fidelity to man, The other is Thank- H ' 
aw unequal 
fulnefs unto Ged. Confider though, e'is:¢o toa eeu r 
1. How unequal it is to be mach in prayer and then to be cold in in Payer and 
praifes, to open the windowesto let the light in and chen to cold in praiics. 
L- 2 fhut 
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fhut out the Sun ; Or rather to turn the cock to let in the water 
and the ciftern being full to turn the cock againft the fpring. My 
meaning is, in our neceflities to be vehement in our craving, 
and in our enjoying to be extremely forgetful and filent. To 
know a God when we want, and yet not to acknowledge a God 
when we peffe/s ; asif his kindnefs were not as propera ground 
for our praifes, as his goodnefs is for our prayers, or that we 
were lefs obliged to Gedafter his bounties. When I give a 
fervant money, it is many times a difcharge of his duty,he 
hath his wages and departs, but when I give a child encourage- 
ments, this doth the more indear his affections, and raife them, 
it is a fufpicious argument that we are not good, when 
mercies make us not more¥fenfible of Divine goodnefle. 
2. How auprefitable do the mercies prove, which are (walleW- 
How unpront- ed up with unthankfulne[s ? Never expec that any mercy fhould 
abie domercies ^ i h Ap kie. i 
prove, when attain its end, 1f we forget that mercy. If it teems nothing in 
fwallowed vp oureyes, it will work nothing in our hearts; it will never bea 
with unthank- breath to inflame our love to God, nor a gale to fet on our 
fulnels. careful obedienceunto him. But as the Corn inthe Granary 
lies ftill, or in fome earth lies and rots , or like the unfeafonable 
Manna, it was diftaftful ; fo flighted mercies ordinarily prove 
fharpeft judgments, for God cannot abide to fee his holinefs 
mocked, nor his kindnefs flighted. Hulceth (an Englifh Wri- 
ter) tells a ftory of a woman named Nephaftes, who being 
with child, went into the Tempie of the gods to ask what it 
might be that fhe went withall > Unto which defire of hers one 
of the gods anfwered, Fætus tum Filius eft & dabo pulchritu- 
dinem, Another anfwered , Filim eff, ec dabo fortisudi- 
zem; andanother, Filius «ft, & dabo divitias; Three great 
gifts, Beauty, Strength, and Riches; but fhe made a tufh of 
all thefe, becaufe fhe hankered after fame other thing, asthe 
favour of great perfonages, and long life, ce. which unthank- 
fultuth the gods efpying, prefently turned all their gifts into 
punifhments: The firft, inftead of Beauty, gave the Childan 
Apes head , The fecond inftead of Strength, gave it Goofe feet; 
The third, inftead of Riches caufed it to be born without any 
skin at all. The ftory is but aFable, yet the hint of it is 
moral, viz. How available Unthankfulnefs is to curfe our very 
bleifings, and to turn our table into a {nare, our peace into war, 
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plenty into fearcity, ec. Two things for ever remember from 
me, A man is eithernot 1. A Zong poffeffour. 2. A quiet 
pofleffour of mercies who isnot a grateful acknowledger of 
them. 

3. The very Heathens will rife in judgement againfE us , The very Hea- 
who for courtefies received from man, have expreffed large ac- thens wail rife 
knowledgments, and yet Chriftians for the many mercies re- ia judgment a- 
ceived frum God, are filent and flighting. A good hiftorian teinit us. 
reports of fome Grecians inthe life of Flaminius, that Phi- Plutarch. 
lip being overcome and liberty proclaimed unto him by Flami- 
nins, they ina thankful acclamation made fuch an exclamation 
with sorùe cwrie, that the very fowles of the air fell down 
dead. Thus they for one mans life, and yet we cry out nothing 
but murmurings and diflikes againft a God of conftant and 
great mercies unto us all. Heathens wonderfully thankful, yet 
Chriftians monftruoufly forgetful, who receive more and better 
mercies from the hand of a God. 

Ob. But perhaps you will fay,we do take notice of Geds 
mercies, and do not forget or flight them. 

Sol. I cannot infilt onal] particulars, onely be p'eafed tore- ts this Thank- 
folve me of thefe fcruples , ~ fulnefs 2 
i Firf Whether he who isfenfible of nothing but mifery isto A & 

e judged as a thankful man for mercy, that hath nothing in his mercies and 
thoughts (babitualy) and his language, but wants and loffes. fentibleneis of 
grievances and crofles, is Riil groaning and complaining ; what milerics, 
hath God done ? what profit that we have ferved him ? 

Seecndly, Whether this bethankfulnefs, Rhetorically to am- . 

li calar evils and fill to dimini i watereaine O AN M 

plifie our particular iminifh and # Let eee aan 
our particular mercies;For miferies no man ever had fo many, fo amplifying of 
thick, fo great, fo unavoidable as we, our Croffes are greatett. evils. 
For mercies none fuch thinne, fuch poor, fuch unufeful as ours, 
Our husbands, our wives, our children, our fervants, our tra- 
ding In every mercy we are fhort of others, and in every 
mifery far above others, and call we thisa Grateful ackuowledg- 
ment? 

And Thirdly, if I fhould yet propound a demand more, Whe siscrity 
what alacriy of [pirit we find in our particular conditions ? of (piritdo we 
What fublimity of eftimation of that God who is fo merciful &"d in cur psr- 
untous ? what ardency of affection unto him for hs grear teur consid- 

good. ` 
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soodnefs, what folemn celebration of any one mercy? what 
ftronger refolution to ferve a good God better? or whateffe- 
Qual executionthereof ? I fear that ashe faid, either tha is nst 
Scripture or we are not Chriftians. So Imay fay, either thefe 
things are not the cognifances of true Gratitude, or elfe we are 
fouly ungrateful. But I will fay no more to this, but let us re- 
member our forgetfuinefs of Gods mercies this day, and hum- 
ble our hearts for it; aswe do expect the comfort of prefent 
mercies, and the’fupply of future, as we refpe& the honor of 
the Giver, and the benefit of the receiver, letus taketime and 
eonfider of the loving kindneffe of the Lord, of every mercy, 
and often thereof, and beg for thankful hearts and lips, fo fhall 
God have the glory of a merciful God, and we fhall continue 
ftill to be the people of his favour and bleflings, 

Thus far of David's grateful acknowledg ment now I proceed 
to the particular mercies themfelves which he doth acknow- 
ledge, viz, eA Table prepared or furnifhed, an Head anointed 
with oyl and a Çap running over; all which tend to one and the 
fame thing, namely to fuggeft the liberal hand of God to- 
wards him inthe things of this life: whence this Propofition is 
obfervable. 

Dot.2,  ThatGod doth confer on Jome of his people fometimes a large 
God doth con- portion and variety of outward bleffings , he doth feaft them, 
feronfomeof fre provides not onely bread but arable well furnifhed, and not 
“pa eee onely variety, but delicacy, oi? to anoint them, and not onely 
a large portion for neceflity but for redundancy, Their cup runs over ; Here 
and variety of obferve, 


ourwardblef> =r, That I do not affirm this #niverfally for all perfons, 
an this Pay Who ferve God may be fed in a more reftrained way, 
Aferionis af, Partly their private condition of life requires no abundance; 
err: partly their /pecial condition of Chriftianity, they being to 
i act fome eminently paffive obedience to the crofle , likewife 
ftrips them of their varieties; partly cheirsmsporene difpofition 
| and ability to manage or ferve God under great mercies. For 
| as David could not fight well in Sau/’s armor, nor all itomachs 
d digeft varieties , fo cannot every Chriftian walk well in that 
idle of duty undera plentiful prefence of outward pros 

perity. | 
2. Nordo I affirm it univerfally for all times, as if thofe 
good men who were richly blet by God hada leafe for life, 
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as if there were aninfallibility of prefence, as wellas a variety 
of prefence , No even our higheft Sun may decline and our 
faireft day may be clouded ; no good man 1s fure of more then 
will make him good or happy. 

But the affertionis onely of fome good men, and for fome- 
times, the which particularity both for perfons and times, de- 
pends not on any more fpecial worthinefs in one then in ano- 
ther (for every mercy toevery man wa free drop and a meer 
almes) or upon a different affection in God unto them, but 
onely on the aarhority of God who as he gives to whom, fo 
likewife fo much as he himfelf pleafeth ; and likewife onthe 
wi'‘dom ot God, who hath peculiar ends and intentionsin the 
particular and different d iftributions of his mercies to the ckil- 
dren of men, but that God doth fometimes to fome of his 
people give a larger ftock, a fuller portion, a variety, nay a de- 
lightful variety, it is moft evident by many inftances and ex- 
periences. 

Abraham was very good, and very rich and great, and had {n@aners. 
not onely to eat but to feat. ?efeph was advanced to be the 
Lordin Egypt, and the next perfon tothe King, and had the 
honorable robe, golden chain and key of the Storehoufes. So 
was CNMordecai, fo was Daniel, fo were Shadrack, Alefhech, 
and Abednego. Whatthink you of Solomon , Conf antin and 
many Chriftian Emperors and Kings? Nay of many good 
Chriftians in our own knowledge, who yet are not onely emi- 

„nent in Grace but alfo in Birth, Place , Authority, Power , 
Wealth , Dignities, Friends , and whatfoever elfe makes 
an outward portion plentiful or comfortable. 

Reafons hereof may be thefe , 

1. To convince the world , that godlinefs is no impediment to is a 
any earthly greatneffe or comfort. Ie is neither contrary unto , acl chat 
nor uncapable of any outward and convenient mercy. The godline(s 
Gold doth not hinder the diamond: a good man may have is noimpedi- 
goodnefs and goods too, he may have a rich faith anda pre- ment to carcbiy 
tious Saviour, and anample outward portion too. The inhe- 8°" * 
ritance of glory hereafter, a crown in heaven and many world- 
ly deaiifes, pearles, rubies and treafuresonearth. Godlinefs 
( faich the Apoftle ) bath the promifes of this lifeand of that _. 
which isto come. It doth abridg our lufts, but not our mer- * ana 
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cies, and guideusintheufe, but hinders us not from the pof- 
fellion of outward comfort. Length of dayes ss in her right 
hand , and in her left hand riches and honour, Prov. 3. 
16, 7 
To declare the 2. To declare the treafures of his own goodneffe: Thathe 
treafuresof is nota God rich onely in words and pgomifes, but alfo inna. 
Gads goodnels. ture and efticacy , fam. 1.59. He givers to all wn liberally, 
Perhaps fome may retort, this you fay, but what one good 
man finds, it fo? 1 Tim,6.17. He giveth us richly all things to 
enjoy: We find it fo, (faith Pau! inthe behalfof many Saints) 
for be giveth not onely to others, bat to øs; nota few things 
but a thiags; not{cantly butrich/y , nottolook on, but to 


Enjoy. 

To enable them 5 Toenable them to do more good: Evil men make them- 
todomore felves but the gaolers of their poffeflions, and good men are 
pau. the ftewards. The rich fool cries, Soul take thy eafe}, thos 
haft goods laid up for'many years, &c, laid up,not laid out, ec. 
Good men they receive, not to haveand to hold, but to com- 
municate and difperfe ; mercies arein their hands, as blood 
in the Veines, oras waters in a Conduit for publick ufe, they 
are Gods hands here below, his Almoners, and the poor Saints 
are Chrifts bowels, which are refrefhed by them. An evil man 
advanced and profpering ufually turns. common plague, but a 
good man bleffed with goods becomes 4 common Sun, to com- 
fort, warm, help others. That noble-woman makes provifi- 
on. for Eliah, and Daniel being advanced raifeth up the three 
Children, and Fofeph preferves his father and brethren alive , 
and Obadiah the Courtier preferves the lives of the Pro- 

phets. i 
Fortheirown 4. For theirown good: Of private comfort and cheerful- 
good. nefs, that they might ferve fo liberal a God without diftracti- 
ons and cares ; nay, with much alacrity and cheerfulnefs, accor- 
ding tothe great goodnefs which he fhews unto them. That 
not only their bodies may be likea field which the Lord hath 
bləfed, but chat their fouls alfo might be as a Watered garden. 
Ufes. Thus bricfly for the explication and confirmation of the 
-= affertion, the main work refts in che application of this unto 
ourfelves. Is the Lord liberal and bountiful to fome of his 
feryantsin outward mercies and bleflings; and do any of you 
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find chat his hand of goodnefs hath been enlarged cowards 
you, that you have the dews of heaven and the fatnefs of the 
earth, that your corn and wine are increafed , that with 747 
ceb you are beccmetwo bands , that the Lord hath bleffed thee 
like J/aac, of whomitisfaid, Gen. 26.13. The man wax d 
great and went forward, and grew until he became very great. 
I have two rhings to fay unto thee in fuch a condition. 1. Right- 
ly ufe this bounty. 2. By no means abafe thy felf, or thy Ged , 
or his bounty tothee. 

1. Rightly ufe all this bounty , and liberality of Gods good- Rightly ufe 
ne(s: Tis true they are talents and more then God concre- this Bounty. 
dits to every fervant, but then every talent is given for ufe and 
right imployment, what thinkeft thou that thefe bleflings 
come unto thee without the Lord? Is not he the giver of all 
thy good , and doth he give them unto thee , to do what thou 
pleafeft. We are Stewards (faith the Apofile ) ef the mani- 
fold gifts of God, and Stewards are not Lords, they are not 
to referve but todisburfe the goods concredited unto them. 

There isa threefold ufe, that you muft put the bountiful ex- y Three fold 
preflions of Gods goodnefs unto. ufe of the 

1. One refpects God himfelf. Honour the Lord (faith Solo. bounti‘ul 
mon, Prov.3.9) With thy [ubftance and with the firft fruits we ~ 
of all thine increafe. Though the Lord might juftly challenge Ses S0°0s* 
all that we poffefs, yet heis pleafed onely tocall fora part , God int. 
and that he doth call for. Children area blefling, and he did We mutt bo- 
call for the firft born, Vintage a bleffing, and he did call for nour God with 
the firft ripe grapes. Harvelt a blefling, and he did call for tE% 
the firft fheaves. The wife though fhe hath aright to the goods, 
yet the muftufethem. 1. According to her husbands Will. 2. 

For his honour. 3. For her own. 

Object. But what is itto honour the Lord with his blef- 
fings beftowed onus. 

Sol, Tanfwer, itis 

To acknowledg the freeneffe of his goodneffe: As the onely By acknow- 
caufe of all the rich mercies which we poffefs: Al ihis fore liging «he bi 
cometh of thine own hand, and all ts thine own, faid David, alae . 
1 Chr. 29,16. Jam not worthy of the leaft of all thy mercies, 
and allthe truth Which thon haft hiwed unto thy fervant, {aid 
Jacob, Gen. 32,10. if weafcribe our preatnefs to our own 
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efits, or to our own contrivances, or tothe favours of men, 
as the principal caufes, God is now difhonoured, he lofech the 
glory of being an UWniverfal good ; and che caule of all good , 
but faith David, who fo offereth praife glirifieth me, Pfal.§0.23. 
How fo! becaufe our praifes of him do declare all our good- 

efs to be from his goodneffe , all our mercies to arife from his 
mercifulnefs, | 

By improving Secondly , It z to improve bis bleffings as occafions or rea‘ons 

his ticfliags asf or the bettering of our affections unto h'm, that allhis mercies ~ 

oceafousof are cords of dave to bind and bend our affzctions, wind upthe 

betteriagour ftring higher and it gives che clearer found, the higheft Sun pro- 

— 2 duceth the faireft Day, and the fober Rain the ‘fiveeret Flow- 

Pi ers: So flrould the moreample blellings from God , beget and 
fire the larget affections unto God, eipeciadly, 

Our Love. Our love unto him: ThistheLordrequires of the Ifraelites 
after his exceeding goodneffle unto them, Deut. 10,12. «4 
that I require is that thou love me, and David expreffeth it 
in P/al.116.1. Plentiful mercies fhould caule our hearts to- 
cleave more unto the Lord, and to delight more inthe Lord. 
they fhould make the Lord more amiable co us; like beams lea- 
dingus to the Sun,or as ftreams to the Fountain: They fhould 
raife our hearts to the exceeding Fountain of all goodnefs and 
mercie, 

@ur Fear. ~ And our fear of him: Wefhould fear the Lord and his good- 
nefe, as the Prophet fpeaks, Ho/:3.5 We fhould make the 
greater mercies as the greater reafons not to offend and fina- 
gainft the Lord, as Ezra, Seeing thoe haft givenus [uch deli- 
verance as this, fhiutld we again break thy Commandments? 
Ezra 9.13,14- . 

Improving Thirdly, And as enlargments to our obedience: Notonly to 

chemasen- continue faithful co our good matter, bur alfo- fruitful to our 

largementsto bountiful benefactor. All mercies fhould be like fhowerson 
gar obedience. the Vallies, or like fo many Rivers falling into acommon 
Stream: heighth of bleflings fhould increafe a depth in our 

Obedience. No mercy is like a baby to be lookt onand played- 

with, but is like a book wherein a Leffon is to be taken forth : 

‘all che meat and drink which we cake are loftif they fall not in 

to thenourifhment ofour bodies, all the mercies are loft, if 

they prove not fails co our affections, andadditions to our fer- 
VICES, . 
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vices, Mercy fhould be like a grain of corn in the earth, which 
fhoots up with a full eare: when great mercies fhew them- 
felvesin great duties, that we grow more exact, more confcio- 
nable, more chearful, more vigorous, and fruitful in them, 
this would prove our comfort and Gods honour. 

Fourthly, God is honoured by us inthe right ufe of his blef- \nproving 
fivgs, when we manage them as furtherances and encouragement s nes s i 
"of bis worfoip and fervice. Thus David honoured God (and wot ahaa 
fo did hispeople) when they fo willingly and bountifully efer- fervice, 
ed tothe bənfe for Gods holy Name, 1 Chr 29.16. The pub- 
lick Ordinances in the purity and efficacy of them, there is not 
a more fingular way to honour God, then to uphold and feed 
the Lamps of his Sanctuary, to preferve the Ark and the Ora- 
cles which are the glory of Ifrael. How prevalent are they to 
convert finners, to dire& finners, to bring men unto repentance, 
unto faith, unto the knowledg and obedience of Chrift , to 
ftrengthen them inall the fruits of righteoufnefs which areto 
the praife of God in Chrift ? 

2. The fecond Ufe of Gods liberal bounty unto us for out- In refpe& of 
ward things, refpects car fe/ves; and thus they are rightly im- our felves. 
ployed when we ufe them, 

1. For our refrefoing and comfort: Therefore God gives us Ue them for 
Oil, chat we might anoint our faces ; and Wine, that we might our refrething 
gladour hearts. It is a very curfe when aman hatha dead 274 comfort. 
heart under lively mercies , a great eftate and no heart to ufe 
it, chat yet herejoyceth not all the dayes of his life, but isa- 
fraid to eat, and afraid to drink, and afraid to ufe any of Gods 
bleflings , begsthe mercies, and envies himfelf the ufe of them, 
he doth hereby injure the goodnefs of God in giving , andin- 
jure the mercies themfelves which are given for our comfort ; 
and injure particular nature, defrauding it of chat benefit de- 
figned for its fupport and comfort. Behold, (faid Selomon, 
Ecclef.5.18.) it ss good and comely for one toeat and to drink, 
and to enjoy the good of all his labour all the dayes of hes life which 
God givethhim: forit is his portion And v.19, It isthe Gifs 
of God, having riches , and wealth, to have powerto eate 
thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his la- 
bour, &c, 

Mm? ` 2. For 
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Foc the beter 2. For our better fervice and difcharge of our callings: We 
eifcherge of qur muft not ufe them for themfelves, but for a further end then 
callings. themfelves. As Sauce isufed not for it felf, but for that which 
is better then Sauce ; fo our outward bleffings are to be ufed, 
fo that by the ùfe of them we may be the berter fitted for Gods 
ufe and fervice. Itisonething to feed an Ox. whith you in- 
tend to kill, an other thing to feed an horfe which youintend 
toride. Imuftfo feed my body in the ufe of mercies, that net- 
ther foul nor body hearby become unfervicable,but more apt for 
the fervice of theGod of my mercies,in my general and particu- 
lar calling, Though the mercies be many yer the ufe muft be 
- fober ; it were.a mad thing becaufe the ftreams are full, there- 
fore to letinas much water as will run into my houfe. The 
Miller admits of no more water then will well drive the Mill and 
grind the Corn, and fuch a ufe of our mercies is right , which 
not drowns but drives, not fuppreffeth fitneffe, but which more 
fits me and enables mein my place. But of this more anon and 
therefore I will not now inlarge. 
ee The third right ufe of our plentiful bleffings re/peéts o- 
n ° thers: IfGod makes our Cupto run over in his Bounty, we 
For therefrefh- fhould make it to run over in our Charity. And indeed where- 
dng ofothers. fore doth the Lord make our Cuprunover , butchat others 
fhould be refrefhed by the droppings of the fame ? and 
wherefore doth he fpread our Table, but that others might be 
_ refrefhed by the crums which fall from our Table? Buta meer 
doing good to others in a way of charity, is not fufficient where ' 
God hath dealt bountifully with usin particular, but a redan- 
dant, or exuberant Charity isrequired, The Apoftle chargeth 
all who profeffe the Faith, to be forward to maintain good works, 
Tit.3 8. Butthenhe hath amore fpecial charge for rich men, 
and them unte whom God hath given all things richly to enjoy, 
not only that they do good, but that they be rich in good works, 
1 Tim.6.17,18. And inanosher place to fow liberally, For as 
Mar decai faid to Hefther touching the improvement of her ho- 
nour and advancement with the King for the good of her nati- 
on, Ejth.4.14. Who knoweth whether thou art come to the king- 
dom for fuch atime.as this? The fame I may fay more pofitive- 
ly, Therefore hath the Lord thus advanced thee in thy degrees, 
in thy dignities, in thy wealth, in thy friends, the Oil is oar 
plentis 
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plentifully poured on thee, that it may more plentifilly flow 
from thee ; the fhowers come more upon the Mountains, chat 
they may drill more into the lower Vallies. He hath made thee, 
asit were, the Lord Treafurer, that thou mayeft be not only 
faithful co him, but very beneicial to others. 

This is not an Arbitrary thing , but a Neceffary duty, the o- 
miflion of it may endanger your fouls, The Lord requires it at 
the hands of you to abound in good works when he abounds in 
his goodnefs toward you, and afluredly he will charge it on you 
inthe day of Judgment. And befides the command and terror 
of the Lord, there are plentiful occafions and objects for your 
liberallity. There are many hungry that need food, thirfty 
thac need drink, {trangers that need harbour , naked that need 
clothing, fick and imprifoned that need viliting ; What fhould 
I {peak of fatherleffe and widows, and blind,and maimed, and 
aged, and lame, and thofe that fuffer for the confeflion of the 
truth, all which in Scripture are fit objects, 

But tten confider, That not a bare quality of bieffing others 
is fufficient, but ifthe Lordhath dealt bountifully with us, a 
quantity isrequired , Thou fhalt open thy bana wide to the poor 
and needy, Deut.1§.11. ju(tas men fow feed with a full hand ; 
unto which the Apoftle alludes, in 2 Cor.9.6. By this means 
you fhall, 1. Difcharge yaur con{ciences in the duty of Chari- 
ty. And, 2. Rightly improve the talents of mercy committed 
unto you: And 3. Raife up many prayers for your perfons, as 
Paul did for Onefiphoras. 4: Evidence the liveline{fe of your 
Fatth,Jam.2. §. Affure your felves of Gods Eternal mercies 
hereafter. 6. Draw down more outward mercies upon your 
felves. TheFountainis not diminifhed but augmented by gè 
ving water to the thirty, laid Clemens Alex. Pedagog. 1.3.0.7. 
The widows oil did increafe by running; we do not lofe, but 
increafe our mercies by imparting of them for Gods honour , 
andthe comfort of others: Si frumentum fervas, perdis, fi fe- 
minas renovas, Gloffa in Mat.16.21. Terrena omnia fervando 
amittimus, largiendo fervamus, faid [fdore, Give,(faith Chrift, 
Luke 6.38.) andisfhall be given unto you, good mea(ure, prefed 
do\wn, and fhaken togetuer, and running over, foal men give into 
yonr bofome, Honsurthe Lord with thy (ubfeance, fo hall thy 
barnes be filed With plenty, and thy prefes pall bur(t owe with 
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new wine, Prov.3.9,10. Efpectally be refolved to a& this'now 
when you are coming to the Sacrament of the Lord Jefus, 
wherein the Lord-deals bountifully with your fouls, provides 
for you as a free gift the greateft mercy that ever was, the 
Lord Jefus Chrift crucified and heis willing that you fhould in- 
rich your felves with all the fulnefs of Chrift, fruftra manus ad 
Deum expandit qui hanc ad pauperes non extendit, faid one, how 
canft thou expect much mercy who willfhew none? 
Abufenct the 2. But I proceed unto the fecond general head, which was by 
bounty of Godino means to abufe the liberality and bounty of God unto’ yonin 
unto you. —thefe external mercies: and here let me open unto you, 3.7he 
wayes by whichthefe bleffings are abufed. 2, The great finand 
danger to abufe Gods external bleffings : 
1.The waies by which Gods outward bleffings are abufedare 
Thewayes by principally two, 1. Iniquity. 2. Vanity. 
opis ae They are abufed when they are made ferviceable and cecaffos 
fings ace abu- #4/ #xto any iniquity. T will give you fome fpecial inftances 
fed. for this: . | 
By iniquity. 1. When we make our plenty the ground of an idle and unpro- 
When our fitable life, to live without any calling and employment, asif 
ye ey A .. Divine goodnefs in any kind were a difcharge from all induftry, 
eG, and that becaufe Gods hand of goodnefs increafeth, therefore 
we fhould turn /do/s that have hands and work nor, or like 
‘Solumon’s lillies that [pin mot ; livefo,as to be profitable nei- 
ther to God, norman. This wasone of the fas of Sodom, fal- 
nefs of bread, and idlene(s : Know we two things concerning 
this, viz, 

That poor men muft not liveidely becaufe God deals boun- 
tifully with others. For God made them not flies to fuck out 
the blood of others, but men endowed with reafon and ability 
to work, though not to give, That rich men may not live 
idely without a calling, becaufe of Gods plentyto them: 4- 
dam had eftate large enough, and family little enough when 
God made him and put him into Paradife, yet e4dam in that 
good and great eflate was to work and tilltheground. Think 
of this you who arein great Places, who with wonderful inju- 
ry to your confciences, loffe of your precious time, neglect of 
your poor fouls, advantage to vile temptations, unanfwerable. 
nefs to Gods mercies, adventure of a dreadful account unto 
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God, do nothing witlvall your mercies, and in all your cour- 
fes, but lie down and fleep, rifeupandeat and play, go forch 
im meer idle and fruiclefs vifies, and thus you make an end of 
your time, of your merces, of your fouls and all. 

2. When we confecrate, nay that word isnot fit, when We OF luxury and 
smbezel Gods bounty apd mercies, to luxury and drankenne/s , | aunk cunefs, 
would to Ged: there were no caufe to {peak of this, bur fo com- 
mon isthe abule of mercies this way, that we may fear it to 
be one of che great tranfgreffions for which God hath a con- 
troverlie with caigland. Go through all fortsof men almoft, 
where fhal! you find it otherwife, but fwearing, and drinking, 
and fhamefulfpewing, a fin fo vilechat the heathens, asciently 
houtedatic. The Leccdemonians when any was drunk brought 
out theirchildren to behold him, that fo they might learn to 

- deteft that fhameful courfe ; and God in his word threatens 
many awounto it, and judgment, nay he poured down the 
floodon the old world,which was an eating and drinking world, 
and the Apottle affures us chat hell and damnation attends it, 
1 Cor 6. ‘Peter Va'da from whom the #2/denfes came, was 
incompany once, where they were drinking fomewhat freely, 
and one of the company prefently fell down dead; this did fo 
amaze his hearechat he turned wholly from that courfe unto a 
fober and holy life, confidering if God fhould have ftruck him, 
fo, Œc. Ohthatthofe who are guilty of this fin, would now 
hear and fear, and do fo no more. 

3. A third fin is /oftinefs: When pesrfons grow proud and OF loftineife. 
fcornful of their brethren, or of God, upon the plenty which 
God beftowes on them. 

The Cyvenenfes cameto Plato and intreated him to draw 
out fome wholfome lawes for them ; who anfwered, That Their 
profperity was tco great to obey any la\ves, were they never [a 
good, They forget the rock from whence they are hewen out, 
of what poor originals they fprung, and what obligations all 
mercies are to a more faithful and humble fervice of 
theLord, whereasin a meaner condition,they could hold fome 
tolerable communion with God and do fomething in their fa- 
milies to advance his glory, be fomewhat indultrious for heq- 
ven, aad not onely attend the ordinances, but feem to be fome- 
what confctonable to endeavour obedience to the Truths m 
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vered, and hold {ome fair correfpondency with Gods fervants ; 
Nowfince God hath lifted them up (as I may fo fay) from the 
dunghil, likea horfe well fed that kicks againft the rider, or 
the fnake that was warmed in the bofom, that ftung the party 
to death ; fo thefe forfake the Lord , ‘flight his Ordinances, 
negle@ their famil'es, puff up their hearts, not a word of God 
or heaven, not alook at the Church, not a refpect to any of 
Gods people, but their hearts are fwollen with ftatelinefs and 
pride. I would fay thus unto fuch perfons ; Firft, Man abhorres _ 
them. Secondly, God abhorres them. Thirdly ,; God will 
judge them, they are the bafeft of all unthankful wretches, and 
you feldom fee that profperity makes any proud, but God by 
fome great adverfity will abafe and depofe them, 

i 4. A fourth finunto which Gods plenty may be and is abu- 
Ofcarnal con- fed; is carnal coxfidence. They make abundance their confi- 
filence > dence , the wedge of gold their help , their wealth their ftrong 

and unmoveable mountain. Paul infinuatesas much, when he 
chargeth Rich men not to be higk-minded ; nor foolith minded, 
to truftin uncertain riches. The foolinthe Gofpel fell unto 
this fecurity upon his plenty ; Sou? take thine eafe , then haft 
goods laid up for many years; asif much outward goods could 
be defence, deliverance, fafety,comfort, happinefs to the perfon: 
whereas there is the fame nature of imperfection in much,as 
in a little (where every part is imperfect, the acceffe or conflu- 
ence cannot make it perfect ) and there isthe fame ground of 
mutability in the fullet, as in the loweft condition, a fhip is 
bigger then a boat, yet it may fink as foon ; the fulleft tides goes 
off as well asthe niep tides, anda flock of birds can fly away 
as foon asa few. 


Si tibi pulchra domus, fi [plendida menfa, quid inde ? 
Your houfe is fair, your Table full, what then ? 
Si (pecies anri argenti queque mafa quid inde? 
© Of gold and filver maffie weights you boaft, what then ? 
Sitibi [ponfa decora, fi fit gratiofa, guid inde? 
Your wife may boaft of beauty, and of birth,what then? 
Si faveat munaus, fi profpera cuntla, quid inde? 
( what then? 
You feem the Minion of the times, All hailis yours, 
Tam 


` 
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Tam cito, tam csto preterenni hec ut nihil inde ? 
As breath, or fhade, or tide, all thefe fall off agen. 


Davids Meuntain was quickly fhaken, and Fob the greateR 
man in the Eaft, funk down to be the pooreft man in the 
world , you may make your plenty to be a {taff to walk with, 
but not to lcan on. As the Philofopher faid of efthexs, that 
it was a City ad peregrinandum jucunda, but ad inkabitandum 
nontuta, pleafant co fojourn ina while, but not fo fafe to dwell 
longia; that I fay of all outward plenty, itmay be a comfort- 
able {kip in our paffage, but itsa dangerous rock for our truft 
and confidence. 
5. A fifth fin is Coveton/ue/s and love of the world: When Of Coyeroul: 
this cup caufes a dropfie, and the table a Lethargy , when the *s 
greater bounty of God doth contract our hands in giving, and 
enlarge our hearts in thirfting after outward things , a dropfie 
now isbegotten, and adifeafe which will never be fatished , 
yet thisis ordinaryto find, the foortef bands and the vafte(t 
d: fires inthe greateft eftates. Men are more taken up with the 
world, by how much the more they thrive inthe world, the 
rich man commonly proves an old ufurer. There be other 
fias unto which men make the plenty of mercies ferviceable, 
as Opprefiion, and Injuftice, Uncleannefs, Gaming, &c. ó 
Let us now behold in the next place, the fin and the danger _— 
of abufing Gods plenty thus to the fervice of our iniqui- St rhis abtte of 
tics. Gods plenty, ig 
-I, This abufe it isa compeunded injøry, aninjury compoun is 
ded of many injuries, and indignities. Injurious, 
1.God 1 injarioufly abafed.The Apoftle callsit, a d:/pifing of To God. 
the riches of his goodnefs , When they lead us not to Repentance. 
Rem.2.4. What then might he phrafeit, when we pofitively 
make theriches of divine goodnefs to be as Brokers for our fil- 
thinefs and wickednefs, to fin againfta kind, very kind God. 
But again, itisthe moftunkind return for all kindnefs, when 
the very goodnefs of God fhall be made asa bellowes toin- 
flame the heart with finning againft God; and where the more 
kindnefs has appeared. 
_ 2, The mercies are extremely abused: They are oppreffe 
and perverted and made to ferve againft their mafter , avery 
Non viO- 


d To the Merc'ss 
received. ` 
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violence done to them, asin the Law , violence is more dange- 


rous then’ confent. We. do cut the throat of them, and ule 
them worfe then Davids meffengers by Hanun, we do not only 
rob them of their excellency, but conitrain them totake armes 
as it were again{t God himfelf. ; 
To our Souls. 3, Osr foules are abufedby it: For asallinning contraĝs 
aguilt, fo the finning unger mercies increafeth the guilt , 
See Ja.§.1,2,3-and the more plentiful the mercies have been, the more 
degree of intenfive guilt is now redundant tothe foul, for the 
finful abufe of them. Not only the fins will come and accufe 
thee at chebar of juftice, but the mercies of God as abufed, 
will likewife rife up and give in evidence againft you, how you 
forced them, cc. and itwill be a fad day when thy health 
fhall {tand at che judgment feat with luftinic , andthy power 
with oppreflionin it, and thy wealth with covetoufnelsin it , 
and thy ftrengch with uncleannefs in it, and thy plenty with 
profanenefs in it. 3 
Caurelels. 2. It isa mof canfele(s form of finning, when God doth fo 
blefsa man, that there is not only the mercy proper for him and 
his condition, but he hath it in an abundant meafure,what reafon 
hath this man totranfgrefs, the more mercy the tefs reafon to 
fin, to fee a poor almoft ftarved beggar to fteal, is not fo much _ 
as t> beholda wealthy manto rob; what caufe halt thou to 
fuck outthe blood of the needy , andto skrue the bread out 
of the hands of the needy, who haftfuch a plenty of thine 
own? what reafon canft thou give that chou fhouldit turn thy 
felf into a fenflefs ftock , ora reeling thip, -ora {winifh beatt 
by drunkennefs , who hafta plentiful cup.given to refrefh thee 
and the bowels-of others. 
Py: judicial, The fum of all isthis, thou wilt raifean exceeding cry in 
thy confcience, and an unceffant clamour in chy mercies (which 
are as weary of thee) as thechildren of J/rae/ , of their bon- 
dage ) and a cry in the foules of others again chee,whom thou 
haft by theabufe of mercies involved into the fame tranfgreffi- 
ons, and fome fevere judgment to {trip thee of thy mercies, 
and toconfumethee with mercies, See Lev.18,28. Joel 1. 5. 
Abule noe Hof. 2,9. 12. . 
Gots Bounty _ But I proceed to the fecond way wherein men do abufe the 
jo.Vanity. plenty of Gods goodnefs. co them, viz. to Vanity: and.that 
istwo-fold either of. 1.Fea/ting.2..4 pparelling. 1, te 
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1. To Feafting, the miferable fin of this City, wherein By fesĝing 
asif men were born only to eate, there are dayes without num- 
ber, fpent by many in nothing elfe,but in an unmeafurable and 
exceffive luxurioufnefs of provifion, as if thofe of Corinth 
werealive , let ws eat and drink fer to merrew we fhall die. We 
have made our felves the Proverb of the world, that we build 
as if We Were to live for ever, and cat as if we were to die pre 
fently. 

Obje. But itis objected , didnot Abraham make a feaf , 

did not Levi the publican entertain our Saviour witha feaft ; 
had not the primitive Chriftians their Love Fea/ts ? Is liberality 
of cheer utterly againft the liberty of Chriftians now. 
n Sol. I anfwer, No.Feafting, abfolutely, and fimply, is not un- 
lawful; theinftances alledged prove fo much, and befides them — 
we read that God himfelfappointed to his people folems times of a ae. 
feafting, Dewt.16.15. But yet in refpet of Circumitances , = 
Feaftings may be very unlawful, and men offend in it. 

1. When the feafting is #x/safonable for the times , as in the When unfeale- 
time of common judgments and calamities on our felves or o- ”3ble for the 
thers. When the Lord is wroth with us or with his Chur-“™** 
ches, J/a,22. 11. In that day did the Lord God of hofts call 
to Weeping and to mourning and to baldneffe, and to girding with 
Sackcloth, v.13. And behold joy and gladnefs , flaying of oxen’, 
kiling of forep, eating flefh and drinking of Wine, let us eat and 
drink for to morrow We fhall die, v. L4. It Was revealed in mine 
enres bythe Lord of hofts, furely this iniquity hall not be purg- 
ed from you , till yon die, faith the Lord God of hofts: Theun- 
feafonablenefs of it made it an high iniquity, Amos 6.4. They 
cate the lambs ont of the flock , and the calves out of tke midft 
of the flall, v.5. They chaunt to the found of the Viol, v.6. And 
drink, Wine iy bewls and anoint themfelves withthe chief Oint- 
ment, but they are not grieved for the affisttion of fofeph, v.7. 

Therefore now fhall they go captive With the fir/t that go captive, 
and the banquet of them that firetched them(elves fall be remov- 
ed. 
2. When the feafting is di/proportionable for a mans effate ; When dilpro- 
a large failfet upona little boat : a moderate eftate and yet eine, 
immoderate provifion, Twothingsareunfeemly. 1. To fee eta niin 
a rich man penurious, 2. and a poor man rictons. 
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Whin Peejudi= 3. Whenits prejudicialtoa mans health, an eating not for 
cisl coa mans ftrength, but for difeafes, till we furfet again. 
“lly henit is dios to the dutie iacb, ti 
When Incom-. + Whenit ts taco mmodious to the du: sof a mans place, that 
modioos to the he is thereby difabled for all holy meditations, prayer, reading, 
Dxies of owr hearing, andalfo for the dutiesof his particular calling, fit- 
piace, ter to fleep then work, i 
When madean 5° When itis only made ax artificial (upplement, and incen- 
Artificial fup- tive to løafts; as many difhes are purpofely invented and com- 
plementto pofed, not to fatisfie or refrefh nature, but to foment and af- 
lufts. fit che luts of men,this is to become a Cook to the Divel, 
6.When Irreligion begins the feaft and u«charitablene/s takes 
When chereis off the cloth ; my meaning is, where there is no minding of 
no minding of my g d “te £ 
God, and the G04 that gives thefe plenties, but fwearing and roaring, fcarce 
poor in our fex- ÍO littleas to defire his bleffing and guidance, and afterwards 
iting. no remembrance of the poor who would be glad of the crums 
which fall from our Table , and of che offals which we rather 
tread under our feet , then think of putting into their bellies. 
D ives did feaft thus. z 
Whenicisan 7. Whenit isan ordinary , every dayes work is a feaft as ma- 
ordinary every ny contrive every day where to meet and be drunk the next, , 
days work fo others, how to renew a fuperfluous Table, So that the 
whole lifeis a Table-life, made a Gueft at the Table, and men 
are even taken from the Table andthe world at once , without 
any care and provifion all this while for their famithed fouls. 

I conjecture thar thefe Circumftancial ingredients in feaftings 
are like the Prophets herb which made them cry out that there 
was death inthe pot: God grantthat webenot guilty, or if 
fo that we prefently reform. 

Secondly, To appavelling,where all the bounty of Gods is turne 
ed into a fafhion and gaudy fute.I know chat there isa necefli- 
ty and’conveniency of apparel, they that wear foft raiments 
are in Kings houfes, faid our Saviour. Kings and-Queens and 
great: Perfonages may lawfully exceed others in the beauty and 
coftlinefs of their robes, without any fin or offence; but there 
are many faults and abufes of Gods mercies by inferiour people 
this way. | 
By sa iadiĝin- I. An iadiftinttion of the Sexes: When women turn men 
&ioa of Sex:s.and but that shey fhew to the full cheir large and naked brefts, 

a difference could noc be fo well difcerned, 


By apparel. 
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2, AnindiftinEion of places and callings: Thus amongft us An indiftin~ 
the ferving-man goes like the Gentleman, and when a ftranger ion of Cal- 
approacheth the houfe , he would by the cloths rather take the "8 
man to bethe makter. Andfo for women, every citizens wife 
flants it and braves it with her curled locks, fparkling Diamonds, 
rich Gowns, as if they bad been the children of the mighty, and 
yet neither their birth nor their place , and *condition of the 
husband can bear this. 

3. A fhrangene/s of attire , and perpetual inconftancy , half By a rat 
naked and half clothed, one day buttoned like aCappuccine "5% Atire. 
Fryer, andthe next as open asfanInn, asifa Chriftian fhould 
make an ape of himfelf, every day be ready to imitate every odd 
fancy , and ftrivehow to deform himfelf. Now I meet a man 
in a garment as long as Lazarm’s fhroud, anda while after I 
meet him in a new impreffion, itis as fhort as his girdle. And 
as for women, they are fo like chemfelves in the levity of appa- 
rel, that it isalmoft unconceivable: how to defcribe their frit 
or their lat fafhion. To all which if we con‘der how much 
pride there is out of which all this grows, and how much di/pen- 
dium Of precious houres, and many times, what crufhings of c- 
ftates,and fometimes occafions to crufh our confciences with 
fin; we will confeffe that there isin this fubje& a great a- 
bufe of Gods mercies to the making up of a meer vanity. 

J now proceed to the laft particular, which refpeds the effe- 

Qual, and as it were, irrefiftable collation of all this good upon 
David, notwithitanding all che ditafte.and oppofition of his 
enemies ; Thos prepareft aT able before me, in the prefence of 
mine enemies, (.1.) Hoffibus videntibus imo © invidentibus. 
Whence this Propofition is obfervable , 

That notwithftanding all the evil diftaftes, anddevices, and Doth ` 
prattifes of evil men, God will plentifully blefe his people. Here Notwittsnd- 
are two things confiderable, ing alı a 

1. That evil men have not only evil hearts againft the inward pry wal 
dignity of Holineffe, but alfo againit the ow ward profperity of plensifu'ly blefs 
greatne(fe beltowed on Gods fervants, notonly their goodnefs his people. 
but alfo their greatneffe is a great eye-fore unto them: Not Eril men have 
that outward greatneffeis the thing which they hate formally ¢*il bearrs a- 
and objectively(for thacisit which they love above all things) gainft the out- 


ward profperity 
hut only perfonally or concomitantly becaufe good men( oo of Gods pepi 
they 


oo 
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they hate) do poffeffe thefe things, There is not only nvidia, 
an envy, that they do rife when fometimes the other fink ; but 
alfo Indignatio,a difdain that they fhould poffefle any com- 
This sppears, fortatall, Hi horn pali be exalted With honcur. Pfal.112.10, 
- The wicked fhall fee it and be grieved be fall gna fo with bis teeth, 
ec. And this appears, 
By their deje- — Firlt, By that dejettion of /pirst in them upon the profperity of 
Gion of fpirit boly men. Hamans heart was ready to burk, he hafted and went 
a profpe- home mourning and covered his head becaufe of Aferdecai’s ad- 
‘a vancement, Eft.6 12. 
Bytheirfubril- Secondly, By that (ubtilty of [pirit in laying feares for their 
tyinlaying rine. As when Daniel was preferred by Darius, ch.6.3. 
(nares for their 7 hey phe Prefidents and Princes fougkt to find occafion against 
-aii “him, and only found it in his fincerity to hisGod , and wrought 
the King, That whofoever fhouid ash any petition of any God or 
man for thirty dayes, fave of the King, foould be caft into the den 
of Lions, v.7. Coy 
By their lying Zhiraly, By that lying pretence of [pirit ,leggefting falfe aceu- 
fuggeftions fations againjt them to thofein authority. As when Zernbba- 
againkchem. $e) and Fo/oua were favoured fo far asto build the Temple, then 
did Rehum and Skimfhai and others write and accufe them to 
Artaxerxes, that they werea rebellious people that would 
not pay Toll, nor Tribute, nor Cuftome, &c. Ezra 4, 


T2,13. 

By their hofti- Fourthly, By their ra ee of Spirit, either private and trea- 
lity of fpirit. cherous in feeking the fubverfion of their flourifhing profperity, 
as the Papifts againft us inthe powder plot ; orelfe publick and 

profeffed, as they againft usin 88. anfwering herein the out- ~- 
ragious acts of the ancient enemies of the Church, who if they 
could not blaft the honour of it with difgrace, fought to bury 

; and drowne the whole &ate of it in blood. 

ea 2. But then notwithftandirg all this envy, and fraud, and 
Pied = of plotting, and attempting Gcd bath plentifully blefed many of 
bis fervants. 42 fervants and people, Inftancesand demonfirations whereof 
` abound to our hands in Sacred and Ecclefiaftical Story; 2zcob, 
how injurioufly and fraudulently did Leban deal with hime 
in the day the droughth confumed him, andthe froft by night, 
Gen.31.40, Twenty years he ferved in Labans houfe, of the 
which, 14. he ferved for his wives, and fix for his éattel; oom 
t i = is 
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his wages were changed ten times, But God did fee his affiai- 
ons, and all that Laban did unto him, and blefledhim ; and the 
man increased exceedingly, and had much cattel , and maid-[er- 
vants, and men-fervants, and camels, and afes, Pofeph, 
how ftrangely and unnaturally was he handled by his brethren? 
They envied the favour which bis father fhewed him, and con- 
trived firk his death, but qualified itat length with his fale tothe 
Midianites, and they put him off to an Egyptian Courtier, and 
he unjuftly fends him to the prifon,and yet God doth bleffe and 
advancehimto bea Prince and Lordinthe landof Egypt. The 
L/raelites are envied by Pharaoh and his people who were griev- 
ed at their mightinefle, Exod.1.9,10,11. and cunningly contri- 
ved a greater bondage for them by fetting task malters over 
them to afti chem with burdens, Buc (faith the Text) The 
more they affi:tted them, the more they mulriplyed and grew: as 
if cheir dealings had proved like fhowers of rain, which makes 
the corn and graffe to flourifh. Davidis another pregnaat in- 
ftance, whofe excellency, and fidelity, and fucceffe, and Gods 
favour procured him theenvy, and then the deadly hatred, and 
then the mortal plots, and then the hoftile attempts of King 
Saal for his life, yet notwithftanding all the deadly intentions 
of Sanl, and allthe malicious and falfe accufations of Cup 
and Doeg,&c. God did advance him tothe Throne and 
eftablithed the Kingdom in his hand. See P/a/.18. You 
read the fame of Mordecai and the Jewes, of whom, though 
Haman proclaimeth, Thus fhallit be done to the man whom 
the King will honour ; yet wemay rather fay, Thus fhall it be 
done to the man whom God will bleffe. 

There are three fpecial things which might be obferved out 
of allthis, 

1. That the malicious envy ofevil men hath not been able to 
hinder bleffings from defcending upon the godly, 

~ 2. That it hathnoe been able to tear off the bleifings which 
chave defcended. 

3. That upontheir greater fretting and contriving, God yet 
hath added more blefliags upon his fervants. So that God 
hath bleffed, and hath fetled his bleffings, and hath augmented 
his bleflings on them. He hath given them poffeiiion, and 
they have kept pofleflion and have flourithed in the fame, Con- 
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tra Gentes , though the keathens have raged and imagined a 

vain thing. 


Reafons of ie And the reafons of allthis are, 
Godonlyis — 1. Godonly is the Lovd of all bleffings: There is a blefiing 
rhe Kod oF, DY Way Of denedittion, thus we bieffe God and man ; and a blef- 
— ca fing by way of bene faétion,and thus itis proper to God to blefs, 
Bleflings ace by way of propriety and right, The earth ws the 
Lords and the fulnefs thereof > And by way of authority, He 
rulech in the Kingdomes of men, and giveth it to womfoever he 
will, Dan,4,17. Ifhe be the Lord,he may then do with his own 
‘Witae heplégreth rt t)) ere 
Ble(fings be Secondly, As bleffings belong to him by way of Soveraign- 
long to God by ty , fo they alfo belong unto him by way of Casfality. Men 
way of ;Caufa- may be either the fervantsof bleffing, or the inftruments of 
aly. ‘bleffing, but God only isthe caufe, heis the fountain whence 
all the waters Aow. And’ what caufe ishe, furely aneffectual 
caufe, fuch acaufe as if he pereniptorily fets upon the work 
‘the effect will follow. Two things fhew a caufe to be effectual, _ 
One is refolution of will , the other is, fufficiency of power. 
Gods powerful willing is as much as the fucceffeful effecting of 
a mercy, foricis the intire caufe, There needs no more to 
the production of our mercies then his power and will’, 
ergo; - À 
God doth not * Thirdly, God doth not all depend upon Wicked men in the 
acalldepend fenediétion of his fervants: if there were a neceflary concourfe 
paneer of God and'them, that the one muft work as well as the other, 
Beit, of histhen theceffation onthe one part might be an impediment to 
fervants. the production on the other part’ (as is evident in ali partial and 
‘concuring caufes.), Asif a mans motion depends partly on his 
Staff, and partly on his leggs, if either failhim, the motion 
alo faileshim; Or asa chelt where two men have two keys, 
both muft come to open for thetreafure, But God, lin the acts 
of benediction, hath no dependance on evil men , they concur 
not wich him, neither per modum principii, for he alone is the 
caufe ; gor per modum auxilii, for he without them can bleffe 
hisall: The creatures have fuch an immediate dependance up- 
: on his pleafure and power, that ad xutwm,at the beck of it,they 
Mhey cannot soorcome, 
frnftrace Gods 7 Aaii ies : “PNT 
plealure. Fourihly , Their malicious renitency of [pirit , Or attempt a- 
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onely have contrariecy in it, but fuperiority > adrop of water 
cannot put ouc the fire, for though st hath a contrary nature,yet 
it hath not a greater power; now the malice and contrivances of 
evil men, they are too fhort and weak for the Divine intention 
of blefling, which is sccompanied with an almighty arm. Not 
onely the perfons but the actions of evil men are fubordinate to 
God, and as their good intents and acts are fubordinate to his 
afliftance, fo their evil are fubordinate to his admittance; juft 
as acts of inferiour Courts are revocable and voidable by the 
fuperiour. Henceit was that Balaam (onehired to curfe the 
people of God by Balak, (ome curfe me Jacob, and come, de- 
-fie Ifrael, Numb.23.7.), yet when he came to a& this, he was at 
a ftand, he could not do it, but cries out v.8, How hall I curfe 
whom God hath not curfed? or how fhal I defie, whom the Lord 
hath not defied? V.20. Behold Ihave received a command te 
blefs, and he bath bleffed, and I cannot reverfeit, and thereupon 
c.24.13. heprofeffeth unto Balak thatif he would give him 
his houfe full of filver and gold, he would not go beyond the 
command of the Lord, to do either good or bad, of his own 
_ mind, 

Laftly, Evil men ave but men and Godis a God, and being gyi! men sre 
but men, they can do no more then men, The Lord will cleerbut men, and 
it coall the world, that he rules rhe earth, and that his counfe God is a Gods 
foall ftand, and where he bleffeth, that man fhall be bleffed . 
and whom he curfeth, that man fhall be curfed. that the crea- 
tures can do neither good, nor evil, that his people are the ge- 
neration of his care and love, though living in the midit of 
deadly enemies. Nay if God fhould be hindered by ev! men 
from bleffing of his people, then his people fhould never be 
bleffed, and there were no living for them on earth. Ufe 3. 

Now to the application of this, PER, itfeems to comvince th? ts convirceth 
folly of evil men who are enemies to all the Graces, and al! chethe folly of evil 
comforts of Gods people , and take much upon them ae -i 
threaten and terrifieand crufh them. Itel! thee, © thou evil ar ras 
enemy : Woen chou art 

1, When thou art rotting and linking in the Grave. yetrouirg in the 


foall the righteous flowrifh. 2. When thou hakt wound vp ersve.they fall 
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Fbou Mhal: ncethy-hatred-and plots to the higheft,yet thou fhalt neither efe 
ef: cheevil the evil that thon doeft intend, nor hinder the good which God 
thou inendek 4e% intend, thou haft not power to act all that evil which is in 
nor hinder tbe ae . 
good God in- thy will, nor to put by any of that good which is in Gods pur- 
tends, pole. Men may ftop the lower cunduits, but who can. ftay the 
clouds from dropping? It is eafie to blow out a candle, but is 
it poffible for any man to withhold the Sun fromrifirg? So 
great is the love of God to his people that he willdo them 
good, fo great is his faithfuineffe that he hath bound himfelf to 
do them good; fo greatis his power that indefpight of thee 
he cando them good,nay if he pleafe to magnifie his arm, he 
can make the very enemies. of his people to become their foot- 
ftool, as Haman,and {trip them ashe did che Egyptians, and 
puc their ornaments and their hoaours upon his own people. 
Shall ckesr unbelief (faid the Apoftle of the Jews) makeroid , 
the truth of God? fo here, think you that the malice of men 
fhal! make void the love of God, the intentions of God, the 
promifes of God, the oath of God, the power of God ? Why 
then wilt thou curfe, where Ged will blefs? is there any likeli- 
hood:co bind almightinefs ? to overcome and alter God? though . 
r: thou wilt prefumptuoufly fight againft him. 

Ufe z. Ic may ferve to animare the people of God even inthe midh of © 
fc may animate all enemies, and-oppofitions, and dangers, yet ro truf «pon the 
the people of Lord fur his blefixgs andtheir good, notto giveuptherrex-. 
God totrut pectations and hopes.of good: for the..malice:and infolency of 
ube ade evil men, for the Lord here prepares a table for David inde- 
of p enemies, Pigi of his enemies. There are four thingswhich may keep 

` up their hearts and hopes for the bleflings which they do - 
: need, 
God onely is 1.. God cely isthe Lord of bli ffings: Nota bleffing intheir 
tbe Lord of enemies hands but all in Gods: All their mercies, fupplies, 
bicflings comforts, as they are not in their own hands, fo.neither in their 
enemies hands, but every one of them in Gods hands. Š 
This God is. 2 This Gedis their Gad , the God of bleffings is their-blef- . 
their Gods — fed.God, theirs-in-fingular affection, theirs in an everlafting - 
Covenant ( Gen. 12.2. I will-blefs thec, and make thy name 
great, and thou fhalt be ablefing) he hath made a Covenant : 
of mercy and peace .with them, to blefs them , and. neverto - 
turn.away from doing of them good, 7er.32.49. 
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3. There is nothing in God to alter his intentions of good , for There isno- 
his love is immutable, and his faithfulnefs fhall never fail, and thing in God to 
the motive of his goodnefs (whichis his own gracioufnels) re- = pn 
mains for ever, 

4. There is nothing in evil men which can fraffrate the com- There is no- 
munication of any bleffing ( which God intends unto thee ) thing in evil 
whether it be greater or leffer, for it is not ther will, but Gods Ex co n f 
will which mutt ftand, not their malice, but Gods providence. grr; Pjr 
What greater power isthere in evil men to hinder any good ‘ 
from thee, then to hinder any evil from themfelves 2 God 
hath defeated their intentions many a time, but didft thou ever 
know or hear, that any evı] man was able to defeat Gods inten- 
tions? haft thou not read, haft thou not known that power 
belongs unto the Lord, and that the-Lord doch whatfoever he 
will in heaven and on earth ? 

ob. Never object that evil men plot ruine, threaten ruine, 
are able to ruine, and particularly intend thy ruine, and to fleece 
thee. 

Sol, Butas David faid, let them curfe but O Lord blefs thou, Plal.109.s8. 
fo fay I,do thou commit thy perfon and expectations unto the 
Lord: the cørfe caufelefs hall not come, men can neither make Prov. 26-2 
us, nor marreus. J/aac faid of Facob, Ihave bleffed him, and 
ke fhall be bleffed; fothe Lord of thee, I havecovenanted with 
him to do him good, to profper him and certainly thou fhalt be 
bleffed and profper. Letevil mendo what they can for them- 
felves, yet they fhall never profper, but fhall be curfed, Prov. 
3.33. The curfe of the Lord is in the boule of the wicked, and 
good mers profperity, (let evil men do all they can ) -fhall not 
be hindred bythem. Doeft thou think that God will tofe the 
bonor of his faithfulnefs ? the honour of ‘his paternal affection? 
the honour of his fpecial providence ? the honor of his gracious 
Covenant, for to give way to rhe unjuft malice and vile {pirits 
of vilet perfon:? f 
` Thirdly, You have fingular caxfe to go on cheerfully in the 
fervice of, God. As the Apoftle faid, sf ye be followers of that v Vv ve caule 
Which is good, whois he that willbarm you? 1 Pet.3.13. fo fay wie “A , rnas 
J, if ye go onin a good courfe, who is he that can hinder you fully in the 
of any good mercy ? No people in the world bave any fuch fervice of God 
encouragements to hold on their courfe as good people bave 
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for they have a God that will keep off att evil rom them ; his | 
defence is over them ina good way, his trath is their fhield and 
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this, our own evils hinder us of more good then all the evil men 
of theearthedando. =" 5o 7 a 

Ufe a, _ Let the people of God walk-not onely cheerfully, but care- 
Walk carefully #4 With their God. Step not afide from him, grieve him not, 
with your provoke him not, For 1. Though wicked men cannot, yet 
God. jour own wickedneffes may hinder bleffings, take off bleflings, 
bring down fore miferies, and’it is a great aggravation to fin fo 
after bleffings, Dewt.32. 2: Itisthe way to get more bleffings, 
we need a blefling God fill, to blefs our perfons and our 

actions, ec. / w he | 
Ufe §. Blefs ye the people of God:'blefsthem in your ‘1. fadgmentr. 
Ble(sthe peo- 2. Words. 3. Deéds, for `T. It is an honour ro imitate God to be 
pleof God likehim. 2 Itis'your benefit, Gen.12.327 will blefi them that 
. blefs thee, and curfe him that curfeth thee. Be not anadverfary 
tothem, for 1, yet God will blefs them, 2, He will curfe you.. 


Ver.6, 285 
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Verl. 6. Surely goodne/s and mercy {hall follow 
me all the dayes of my life, and I will 
dwell in the houfe of the Lord for ever. 


HESE words are the {weet conclufion of Davids 
Pfalm,the firt verfe began with Gods fpecial prc- 
vidence ; and this laft doth end with his God’s 
continual goodne/s, in which you have 

I. sted s confidence, and there 
. The matter of which heis confident,Ie is, . 
1. Goodnefs. 
And 2. Mercy. 
2. The relation or habitude ina peculiar way of thefe to- 
him [ hall follow me | 
3. Theextentof time (all the dayes of my life] 
4. The form of hiscontidence [ fur. ly J vox fides.’ 
"2, Davia’s confcience (and 1 wil dwell in the houfe of the 
Piri for ever | Conftancy of mercy and conftancy of duty, 
meet together in Gods people. 
I begin with the firit of thefe ( Surely goodne/s and mercy 
foall follow me alt the dayes of my life..) 


Goodne/s is taken three wayes , either radically, for that Gogdacisy » , 
nature. 


AA 
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nature which is not only good, but goodneffe it felf. Or cam- 
fally , for the fountain or {pring of all the good which is deri- 
ved tothe fonsof men. Or virtually, for the effects and pecu- 
liar good things which flow from that radical and caufat 
goodnefle. ' 
Mecy. | And fo-Mercy may be taken either effentially for that nature 
which is fo ready to pity, and help, and bleffe, and fuccour; or 
caufally , for chat divine gratioufnefle which is the {pring of all 
our mercies ; or virtually, for the mercies exhibited and confer- 
red onus, 
Both. Both which, in their kinds, are of two forts, either Spiritual, 
which refpeé the condition of the foul for a better life, as di- 
vine favour, all the graces of the Spirit, divine affiftance , 
. &c. Or Temporal, which refpect the condition of the perfon 
for the things of this life, as peace, wealth, health, liber- 
ty, &c. - 
E Interpreters have feveral conjectures which of thefe kinds 
David here intends , whether the Spiritual or the Temporal ; 
for my part I conjecture thus, That implicitly the Spiritual may 
be here thought on, but explicitly and primarily, the continua- 
tion of Gods goodneffe and mercy in Temporals is here under- 
ftood. Yet becaufe I will not go alone, I will briefiy unfold 
-either of the opinions in a twofold Propofition. 
1. That Spiritual goodneffe and mercy foall follow the people of 
‘Godall the dayes of their life. 
2. That Temporal goodneffe and merc y Fall follow them all 
the dayes of their life. "i 
I will but couch on the former and infit more on the latter , 
as being (in my judgment ) of primary intention in the 
Text. j 
Poft.t. That Spiritual goodnef[e and mercy fhall follow the people of 
Spiritus good- God all the daies of their life. For the opening of the Afferti- 
nels and mercy On, premife with me a few things, i 
fhall follow z. That Spiritual goodneffe and mercy is threefold; name- 
aez p iy either, Divine Gracioufnefs, which is that fingular favour 
Saikat i and love which God in and through Chrift hath unto his peo- 
vite and mer- Ple. This in Scripture ts fometimes called the Grece of God, 
cyiseither, fometimes the Favour of God, fometimes his Kindneffe, fome- 
Divine Graci- times his Love, fometimes his Loving kindneffe, fometimes his 
oufacts. 4 : Mercy, 
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Mercy, fometimes his Sure mercies. Divine Graces, which 
aré thofe renewing habits or qualities of holinefle, whereby our 
hearts are made holy, as facred knowledg, juftifying faith, love 
unfeigned , &c. Divine Comforts, as peace in con{cience, jo 4 
in the Holy Ghoft , affurance of our çrefent incereft in a _ 

and Chrift, and of the heavenly Manfions of glory here- 

after. 

2. That God may follow his people with thefe many wayes, God followeth 
either inrefpedt of, 1. his intention and affection, 2. his af-his people wich 
fiftance and prefervation, 3. hisconcurrence and augmentati- ‘hee many 

: wayts. 
on, 4. Evidence and manifeftation, 
Now then if you, 

1. Take {piritual goodnefie and mercy*for Divine gracio- Dine favour 
nefs or favour, thisdoth alwayes follow the people of God iz doth alwayes 
refpečk of intention and affection ; for whom the Lord loves once follow them ia 
he loves unto the end: bur it doth notalwayes follow them in telpe& ofin- 
re/petl of evidence and mani(eftation. eAfaph in this fenfe ex- ae agal- 
poftulates, rill she Lord be favourable no more? : and, ú bis gic not alwaics 
mercy clean gone for ever ? Ffal 77.7. Not thae the Sun did in re(pc@ ofz- 
not rife, but becaufeit was under a cloud; not that Gods -fa- viderceand 
vourable love did ceafe, bùt that he had not the evidence of ™nifetation 
ic: Like asa Star doth fhinein thé heaven, though a weak eye 
many times miffech che place and fight of ic, 

2. Soagain, Take fpiritual mercy and goodnefle for Divixe Divine com- 
comferts, peace joy, affurance, &c. thefe do not follow us in forts do noval- 
their «fects, though they may be faid to follow us inrheir cass/es wayes follow 
all cur dayes, (.4.) A Chriftian hath not alwayes actual peace, aA thcir ef- 
and a@tual joy, and ađtual affurance, for there is many times Te 
trouble in his confcience, and griefs in his foul, and tears in his follow us all 
eyes, and fearsand queftionings whether- God be his God, and our daycsin 
whether mercy belongs to him,- yet inthe Caufe he hath thefe their cauces. 
alwayes : As a mans inheritance may be furein the Caufe 
(namely, his fathers affe@tion and purpofe ) and fure in the 
means of conveyance, namely, in the bonds and inftruments 
(though he unneceffarily queltions his perfonal validity and ti- 
tle many times.) In like manner the Chriftian (uprightly walk- 
ing) hath alwayes caufal peace and joy, &c. in a reconciliati- 
on with God, and through his Covenant, though not alwayes . 
aual, &c. 


Divine Graces, 


3» Take.. a 


-N 
288 Surely Goodnefs and Mercy fhall follow me, ec. Ver.6. 
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Divine Graces 3. Takefpiritual mercies and goodneffe for the Graces of 
God follows Gods Spirit, (which come from admirable mercy, and are the 


a aiir great tokens of his goodneffe) God doth follow his people in 


refpect of thefe. 
With Preferva- Firft, With Prefervation, 1. Really, though not equally, 
tion. 2i Effectually, though not alwayes fenfibly, 3. Perperually, 


not for atimeonly. The Glaffe may fall, butit fhall not be 
broken, Grace may be battered by Temptation and bruifed by 
Corruption, yet itis preferved. Even thefe ftars he keeps 
up with his right hand, he will not fuffer this ‘feed to 
die, nor this {moking flax to be quenched, the gates of 
heil fhall not prevail againit it, nor all the winds and ftorms caft 
down this houfe, That faith whch preferves us to falvation, is 
preferved ftill bythe power of God. There are two things 
which God will keep for ever, the one ishis ow» Trath, theo- 
ther is the Graces of hes people, and therefore as his love will - 
never curn away from you,fo he puts his fear into his people that 
they fhall never depart from him. 

Secondly, With Augmentation: Which though it cannot 
WithAugmen- be affirmed inrefpect of every particular inch of time,yet in re- 
— {pect of the courfeand ftateof Grace it doth hold, that God 

will {till follow his people with fuch a fucceffion as it were of 

help and divine influence,till their Graces come to that meafure 

of perfection wherein he intends his own glory by them in this 

life, there may be many ficknefles, and yerthechild come at 

length to a fullman ; fo many failings, fl ps, finnings, and yet 

‘God by- his Spiritand Ordinances doth advance our Graces. 

-The Lord doth alwayes keep the Graces of his fervants, and in 

“the event enlarge them,though there be not always an equal in- 

fluence from God upon our graces though fometimes it is great- 

er, fometimes leffer, yet fuch a continuation there is of it, as 

God doth thus effeCtually ferves to uphold it, and finally ferves for increafe and 
follow his peo- growth. 

pisin {pirituals New the Lord doth (thus) follow h's fervants in refpect of 

ie a of frirituals, 1. In refpe& of themfelves, 2, In refpe@ of their 

maae > Graces, 3. Inrefpect of God. 


' Bzcaule, 
Subveqaenc ~ 1. La refpet of themfelves. 
grace is asne- 1. Partly becaufethis Subfequent Grace isas neceffary for 


ceflary as Pre- oyp Srabilit y, as his Preventing Grace is fot our Conver fis» We 
Venting grzce, could 


could not be his, but by his Preventing Grace; and we could 
not continue his, but by his Subfequent Grace. The child 
needs a Nurfe as well as a Mother , the Breft as well as the 
Womb. Neither are our hearts (ofthemfelves ) fufficient to 
keep our Graces, nor are our Graces (by their naked ftrensth ) 
able to keep themfelves; for our hearts are avery deceitful 
creature, and our Graces are a very weak creature. The moft 
eminent Saints have been found to be finful men when left alone 
to their own beft ftrength. 

2. Partly that our glorying might be ftill inbim: Cut off Oar glorying 
the beams from the Sun and they inftantly ceafe , their whole mutt be fill in 
ftrength conffts in their dependance onthe Sun. God referves Wt 
the whole Latitude of Grace in hisown hand, and lets out the 
nature and meafures of it, that we might never glory in our ex- 
cellency, who receive, but inhis gracious bounty and fidelity 
who gives. Grace may be confidered three wayes; 1. In re- 

{pect of Inchoation, 2.1n cefpect of Augmentation , 3. Jn re- 
{pect of perfection , and all is due to God. 

3. Partly that our dependance might [till be on him; for if Our depend- 
God will ftill continue his gracioufneffe and grace to his peo- ance muft be 
ple, then his people have reafon fill to depend onhim, and fill onGod. 
truft on him for their fupplies in fpirituals. That exceeding 
goodneffe in God, that he will be our everlafting God,is ground 
futhcient for us to look up with confidence for everlafting 
ftrength and affiftance. 

2. In refpet o their graces, E 

1. Theyarerhe moft necefary things the lifeof their lives If i 
God will Kani Poy oe will he not their Souls, will eho. -— 
the not then their Graces.Eternal life depends on Gods keeping. things. 

2. They are the moft excellent Gifts, which are without re- The moft ex- 
pentance. 3. Though the deft,yer weak in themfelves. = vj gifs. 

3. Inre/pet of God. bary m 

_1. Becaufe the eleétion of God maft fiand [ure : Divine ele- ta refpe& of 

ction , asit is very gracious in refpet of the caufe , fo it isin- God. 
fallible inrefpect of the event, and the reafons thereof are The ele®tion of 
1. Gods prefcience cannot be miftaken, 2. Gods will cannot g at~ > 
be fruftrated, and therefore doth he follow hispeople with fub- °S 
fequent grace , that it may never be faid, he hath caff off his 
people whom he did foreknow. 

Pp 2.Be- 


In refpe& of 
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He hath firmly 2. Becaufe he hath firmly promifed unto them eternal life 


promiledto and glory; this the Scripture declares much, and therefore 

theme‘ernel -«. - 7; iy - 5 ? à à 

TA it is faid theirs is the kingdome of heaven, and great is their re- 
wird inhzaven, and Chrift is gone to prepare a place for them: 
and he that believeth hath eternal life, and Titus: 2. Eternal 
life, which God that cannot Lye promifed before the warld began. 
Bat there could beno affertion of the thing thus promifed, 
unlefs God did follow his people with fubfequent grace , not 
grace fimply , but grace preferved and kept, delivers us into 
tho‘e eternal mantions. A motionnot begun but continued , 
brings to the journies end, fo, ee. 

He hab pro- 3- Becaufehe hath alfo prozsifed perfeverauce unto his people, 

mifed perfeve- there isnot only exhortments to the Saints to perfeverance, as 

rancetohis Rev.2.20. Be thou faithful tothe death; not only Cautions ; 

people, Takeheed, that ye receive mot the graceof Godin vain, and take 
beed leaft ye fall from your own fredfaftne[s . Nor only encou- 
ragements,He that continneth tothe end foall be faved Mar.13-13. 
And indue time we fhall reap if we faint not, Gal.6.9. But 
alfo expres promifes, that God will put his fear , that we fall 
never depart from him, fer.32. And that hewill fan@ifie us 
throughout , and preferve us unblameable unto the coming of 
Chrif, 1 Thef.5. That he will finih what be bath begun;which 
promifes are exprefs evidencesof whatGod himfelf doth un- 
dertake, and what he will perform in us, Ergo, he will ftill fol. 
low his people with fpiritual mercy and goodnefs. 

Ufe. The main ufe of this point ferves for ##/peakhable comfort to: 
Thisisun- the peop/eof God, unto whom God hath begun in fpiritual 
{ocaksble com- mercy and goodnefs: There isnot a condition (onearth) more: 
fort co the pto- excellent then that which is {piricual, nor more affaulted by 
weofGod. Satan, nor oppoled by evil men, nor more feared (for the du-- 

ration) by good men themfelves thenthis , and yet the whole 
frame of it ( from the beginning to the end )is wrought and fu- 
freined and fupplyed by an omnipotent and gracious hand + 
The Lord who hath begun the good work of grace will aflured- 
ly finifh it ; and he having in much mercy fet his love upon you 
will never reverfe it, he is not as manthat he fhould repent: his: 
soodnefsand mercy towards you are a Sun, which if they once 
rife , do never fet again, Two things I would briefly com- 
mend to you. Pom k i 
i x One- 
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r. One is to make ir evident unto your fouls , that Gud hath Mike ry 
begun with you in (piri'nal faveurs and mercies, that you are’? YON e vss > 


k d hidd that God hath 
the people of his love and grace, which may appear Unto begun witb you 


you. in fpiritual fa- 

1, By the alteration ef your Natures, in their inclination and vours. p 
bent : True grace makes us rew perfons, `2 (¢7. 5. 17. By 7 alterati- 
Ego non fum Ego, faid he in S. Ambrofe. onof your na- 


2. By your «fimation of Gods favour and of his graces , as by sore 
1. InGod, 2. Towardsthemfelves, 3. In all perfons ; what tion of Gods 
iS thy Summum and Optimum, favcurs, 

3. By the dominion which grace hath and God hath, that By the domini- 


they rule in the heart, and the heart is in fervice oniy to them , on which grace 


they kave chofen the Lord, cc. hath, 

4. By humble aejires and endeavours after mere growth, not By humble de- 
as if we had already attained, Phil 2. _ fires and endea- 
5. By that tender regard of Gods Will to obey it, and of his vours after 

honour not to flur it, Pfal.119 7,10,12,13,17. =~ dot si 
6. By the real hatred of, and conflicting with finful lufts, and sly a 


thereupon declining all appearances and inductions to evil, hav- will. ~ 
ing no fellowfhip with the unfruitful works of darkue/s. hate By areal bared 
every evil Way. Pfal.t19. otfin, 

7. By (uperlative joy inthe prefence of Gods favour, drown- By {uperlative 
o : joy in the pie- 
ing all carnal and worldly delights as the Sun doth the pice of Gods 
ftars. 


favour. 
8. By that efficacie and firength of more love unto God , upon By the cfiicacy 
the evidence of his love. of more 


2. Then comfortably to be confident that God wil frill follow Y€ "° G24 
i : f upon the evi- 

you in this goodnefs and mercy: He will keep and preferve your dence of his 
perfons, and he will keep and preferve your graces, he will not love, 
fail to fupply you even unto the end, I cannot exprefs the great- Be confident 
nefs of this mercy , our eternal happinefs lyes init, it is of the Sy Goi a 
moft fingular concernment to the foul for bleffednefs, to bein...” pe ar 
favour with God , to have the Lord {till following of us, and aa mercy. i 
yet this the Lord will certainly perform to his people, he hath 
changed your hearts, he will keep your graces, he will fave your 
Scuis, and what would ye more ? 

Object. But now it is objected , how fhall we hold out fow thal! Y 
who @re fo weak; if we have any grace it is but of little hold out that 
ftrengath. bare (o licile 


p p 2 Sol. Be. Rreng:h. 
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Aniwered: Sol, Becaule tis of Little firength , therefore- will. the Lord i 


follow it with more firength, 
2. The fPrength of. thy grace is much more in its ease then: 
-inir felf. Weak grace has ftronghelas , che Child harha mo- 
ther, and the Ivy.an Oak. If an invincible ftrengch doth keep . 
and lead. on a weak grace, there is fafety enough, my. 
grace $s [afficiene: for thee, faid God to Paul, 2 Cor.1. and my. 
power is made munifeft in weakre/s (thy foul thall b2 as a wa- 
tered garden , the flips grow by tt ).chy duration depends nov. 
on thy ftrengch, but onthy Gods ftrengch.. ~ 
My, bat Tn fe Objek. Yea, but I am ready to fia and do fin fo much, that - 
much thar God the Lord may therefore leave me , becaufe] do not follow him, 
may leave me, therefore he may ceafe'to follow me. l 
Apleerede:, Sol, Yt cannot be denyed, thit a perfon in Gods favour , and - 
in the ftace of grace hath a finfal naterein bim , and that alfo 
he doth daily fin. 

2. The fins (whatfoever they are) of fuch a perfon, confider: 
them in their proper merit with reference to the court of }uftice 
they deferve that Gad foould not love nor follow us,&c. and God: 
may be angry asa father. Ba: yet conider then in the coure: 
of mercy, and as taken off bya more fufficient mecit in the 
blood of Chrift, fothey do not effectually prejudice us.either 
for Gods love or Gods fubfequent grace., 

<3. There are divers forts of (ianing : fome by ignorance , as 
Paul before his converfion: fume sy infirmity, as Peter af- 
ter his converfion: fome of mzlize aad full delight , which: 
are reigning fins, aud have inthem, 1. (kher light; 2. Com- 
haw the peop!e 5 joy, afin both antecedent, and concomitant, and confequent: 
of Gad do nor? , — they queat: 
| and 3. Covenant of beart to love and ferve fin. Thus the peo-. 
\ ple of God donot fia, and the former wayesdo not move: 
the Lord to cat chem off, but he pities their infirm ties, and 
will pardon them, and be merciful to their tran‘gveflions, and- 
will raife up his falling fervan s with renewed forrow and re-. 
pentance, and willcaufe chem to be more watchful, prayerful,’ 

trong, te. 


Ba Saan may Ohj, Yea, bat Satan may-hinder me of.this fubfequents 


hinder me of 


abl: grace. : : 
az iat Sol, No, nor Satan, neither by his l 
Antnerede. Tv, Aecufation for fins paf, R0.8.33. Who faalt lags 


any 


>. 
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any thing to the charge of Gods elect? it is God that juftifieths 
Who can hinder the Lord from doirg thy foul good? In vain 
doth the malicious adverfary accufe, when the judge is fatisfied 
and he. himfelf hath acquitted and cleered the party accufed, 
2. Temprations wnto fins future ; indeed he may fift and win- 
now an holy perfon, he may ftrangely affaule, and fometimes 
ftrangely prevail but never fo effectually, that either their grace 
fhall utterly fail, or that Gods gracioufnefs fhal! ucterly ceafe ; 
either God will deliver them from temptation by with- drawing 
Satan, or raife them at length abovethe temptation by making 
their Graces more refifting and victorious. Temptations re- 
fifted are difturbances to our Graces but never hinderances to 
our helps, 
Ob. Yea, but the World may take.usoff from God,and thin i 
God from us. The World r 
Sol. No neither, for God will {o follow his fervants with his ™ a 
gracious favour and ftrengih,that they fhall overcome tke world, rere 
he will yet give them hearts more crucified unto:it, and raiʻe 
their hearts to fee the excellencies of his fove in Chrift that 
they ea trample on all as-drofs and .dung in comparifon of 
Chritt, 
Thus you fee that the Lord will follow you with his fubfe- 
quent grace, and none fhall hinder it from following of you e- 
venuntotheend, therefore lift up the feeble hands and knees, 
fuffer not difcouragements or diffidences to dwe!l upon your 
fouls, as if the Lord would leave youand forfake you; there 
was never any fervant of God whombhe ever finally left.. 
This do 1. Fear your own weakne(s. 2, eLvoideccafions of 
weakning your ftrengeh.: 3. Keep clofe to God in all upright- 
nefs and humblenefs of walking. +4. efttend to tke publiek 
means of your future ftrength and perfeverance, 5. Be fer- 
vent in (upplication to. the Lord for this his ftrength and fup- 
plies of your grac'ous condition.: 6. And comm:t your fouls 
and graves for their prefervationand progreffe into the bancs of 
God againft all Satans fuggeftions and your own diftruttful fpi- 
rits, (Never think that ché Lord will beginand not make an 
end , that he will leave fo excellent a thing as Grace. 
Firlt, Ic were difbonourable tobim in 1 his Promifes, 2. Care, 
3.. Loveto his people. Secondly, It were snccmfortable to = 
people. 
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people, they could never be fure of his favour, or grace, or hea- 
ven, if he would not follow thefe ): So fhail you honor the 
Lord in the glory of his great goodnefsand mercy unto you, 
fo fhal! you honour him in the glory of his everlafting care for 
your everlafting good, fo fhall you find his everlafting arms 
itretched out and underneath you to preferve you for ever to his 
everlatting Kingdom and glory. 

A third ufe fhall be to make ufe of God in this his goodnefs 


oreo, and mercy: follow him that his goodnefs and mercy in fpirituals 


that hls good- 747 follow us. r 

nels mayfollow Ob. How may we do that? 

you. Sol. 1. Follow him out of a fenfe of yonr need of more grace 

ae and favours youfind your corruptions grow ftrong and rebel- 

Be voir hte! of Hous, thata little grace will not ferve to keep you, but you are 

wore Graze, ready to fall, now follow the Lord that he would not leave thee 
but would gracioufly and effectually follow thee with more 
grace, more power, ec. 

aed anne: aa: Out of an cffimation of his further helping and [ubfe- | 

Paes, tall quent Grace, you will never follow throughly unlefs you prize : 

fequent"Grace. highly; O Lord thy loving kindnefs is better then life, &c. 

With earnet | 3. With earneft and unfatisfiable affections : make it more to 

an ag you Pi; heaven: Be not faid nay: Z well not let thee go unlefs 

BOK actions. pagu plejs me. 

With believing 4. With belicving expoftulations. Urge the Lord through 

expoftulasions. Chrift with his own word, manifold promifes: and why ? O 
Lord, wilt thou not remember thy everlafting truth? have re- 
ae to PY foul and to thy name. Ic is an honour and no lofs, 
to be at heaven gates. 

With patient 5. With ow expcCLations in the ufe of the meant, You 

ee fhall know the Lord if ye Will folliw on to know the Lord : 

ee POr Cee command his loving kindnefs, and will ftrengthen 
mee itn ftrength in thy foul. Hewill never leave thee nor 
orfake thee. 

Das. I now proceed to the fecond Expofitionof the Text, which 
a sei aid i $ SEPN mercy and goodnefs, and hence this 
cyand good- Propofition doth arife. 3 
nefs tall fol- That terssoral mercy and goodne/s fhall follow the people of 
low Gods pto- s D ,. fee i , . : 
pleall cheice Godall the dayes of their lie. David is confident of it here in 
dayes, the Text, and thereforeas he bleffeth God for what was paat 

O 
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fo he refteth on God for the future, no way doubting of the 
continuation , who had enjoyed fo conttant an experience of 
ancient mercies and goodnefs. The Apoftle is appofite to 

this in Heb.13.5. He bath [aid 1 will never leave thee nor fore 

fake thee. v.6. Sothat we may boldly fay,The Lord is my hele 

per. Whatisthat / will never leave thee, &c. but as much as 

I will ever blefs thee, be with thee, do thee good, fhew thee 

mercy, Gc. So faith Godto his Churchin 7/4.46.4. Even te 

your old age, Iam be, and evin to hoary hairs will I carry you, 

Ihave made and I will bear even I Willcarry and deliver you. 

So Jer.32.40. Iwill make an everlafling Covenant with them 

that I will not turn away from them to d) tkem good. But for 

the Explication of the Affertion, you muft diftinguifh_ 
>rwixt Diftinguith - 

1. Reality and Plenty: ’ewixt Prefence and Abundance rg 
God doth not bind him(felf to the quantity,to a plenty or abun- i 
dance of mercies and goodnefs , that his fervants fhall be all 
their dayes rich and great, but onely to tbe reality of fupply : 
and therefore David doth not fay my fall cap, or my ei/, or 
my darge Table fhall follow me, no but onely mercy and good- 
nfs. Though he might be taken fhorter in the quantity, yee 
he was confident ftill for the quality; he might not have plen- 
ty yet he fhould have mercy all his dayes, 

2. Andas you muft diftinguith *cwixe reality and redundan- — ae 
cy, fo you muft diftinguith ’ewixt conftancy and equability. cousbitiry = 
The river may run by the door and ferve the houfe, when yet, i 
it is fometimes more high, and fometimes more fhallow. Chan- 
ges may befalla man in his eftate, and yet mercy and goodnefs 
not change to the perfon under thofe changes. 

3. "Twist Identity and perpesuity. Though maaya parti- p e's. . 
cular mercy may be called home (as an prea rada erin aad med 
hath done his work ) yet if another comes in the room of tt: tity. : 
if chere bea fucceflion of mercies that the need is Rill made up, 
asina fhip,if the old board be taken out, a new one is inferted ; 
fo when mercy fucceeds mercy, as one hour in the day fucceeds 
another. Thoughit benot the very fame mercy, yet if it be 
afueceflion, it doth verifie the aflertion, That Ged will fill 

© = fellow his people with Goodne's and mercy. hes cut 
4, “Twixt our sefidelity and Gods fidelity : if you an rapt Aga 
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the truth of this Affertion at the Barre of an unbelieving judg- 
ment, which in every difficulty and new occurrence confults 
with flefh and blood; with fancte and fenfe, that cannot fee a- 
farre off, thus, we often judge that we fhall perifh (with Da- 
vid) and cry out with the murmuring //rae/ites that bread and 
water, and every ching failsus, though at the fame time we are 
eating and drinking. i 
But if you will judge of the Affertion either in the intenties 
of Gods will, or in the expreffion of Gods promife, then it is evi- 
dent,thac he who hath been our God, will be our God , and he 
who hath fhewed us great mercy and goodnefs, his mercy en- 
dures for ever, and his goodne‘s fhall never fail us, 
Arguments to Arguments or Realon toevince and demonftrate the truth 
evince this of the Affertion, are thefe : | 
truth, 1. Confider the ature and qualities of Gods love unto his 
ak "Aes peoples and then it is evident that his mercy and goodnefs fhall 
a i love {till follow ‘his fervants, ‘That God doth love his people, no 
tohis people. Chriftian ( who believes the Scriptures ) can queftion: Now 
this. love hath divers properties or qualities in it. 
Six propertits Firff, Itisa Special Love: He loves the worft of men as his 
ofthis Love. creatures, and the beft of men as his new creatures ; he loves his 
T Special enemies in curfu nature, but he loves his people metu gratia, 
with a gracious love. If then hiscommon love, as refpecting 
the very worft of men, nay his deadly enemies, be productive 
of much good; that it makes the Sun to fhine, on them, and the 
rain to diftill on them, fhall not his fp-cial love, his love of 
gracious fuvour produce rather much more mercy and - 
goodnetfe to his own people, his favourites, the family 
of love. 

Secondly , It isa Great or Intenfive Leve. a Love which 
doth net confine, or circumfcribe it felf with ordinary dona- 
tives, but rifech to effects of higheft confequence, even to riches 
of Grace, and treafures of Glory. Itdidvent it felf to the © 
free giving of Chrift (the unparalellable and incomparable mer- 
cy), If chen his love will rife (and that forever) to the high- 
eft demonftrations, will ie (think you) fail in the loweft expref- 
fions? If it will not tick to give Grace (which in the loweft 
degree of itis more valuable then a whole World) nor fail co 
give Chrift, whois (Çina fort) as far above Grace, never ima- 

gine 


A Great In- 
tenfiye Love. 
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gine that he will be as a deceitful river or failing Raft in the 
poor things of this life, in thefe minima bona as St. Auftin calls 
them, Rom.8.32. He that [pared not his own Son but delivered 
him up for ws all, boW foall he not With him alfo freely give us all 
things. 

r Jt is an afting and communicating Love: There isa love An aing and 
which is only in pretence, and it is likethe barren womb, va 
haps complementally verbal, but not at all effe@ually fruitful : "8 0S 
And there is a love which is rich i» affect in defires, but reftrai- 
ned in effettv, infupplies, the heart is bountiful, but che hand 
is not able. And there isa love which hath depth of will and 
ftrengch of power, it is like the Sun ftill imparting light, or 
like che Fountain ftill dropping, fuch a love is God unto his 
people, not naked, notneedy, bur full and fruitful, arunning 
Fountain, ever dropping, a conftant Sun, ever thining; there 
is not the day, nor the hour, nor the minute which hath nota 
meffage of mercy in it from that love. 

4. Itisackear(ul Love , a love that isnotontly apt to do A Chearful 

good, but alfo which delights to do good. As his merciful- Love. 
nefle is a nature which delights in mercy, fo his goodneffe isa 
nature which delights to do good to his people, fer 32.41. 1 
will rejoice over them todo them good, and I will plant themin 
this land af[uredly with my whole heart and with my whole foul, 
Now anaffection to do good, and an affeCtionateneffe in the 
doing thereof, makes the work an unweariable and perpetual 
work, Bounty will hold out if it be grounded ina 1. Rich, 2.a 
Sincere, 3. a Delightful affection. 

5. It isa very tender love; a flighter love is like the chaff A very rendez 
which every wind can move and turn, but a tender love is like Love. 
the roots ofan Oake which cleave faftcothe earth. the more 
tender the love, the more tenacious it is. Two things are ob- 
ferved where love is tender, one that itis more pitiful, another 
is, chat it is more helpful. and the reafon of bothis, becaufe 
the more tender love is, the more natural itis, which of all loves 
is moft fenfible and yielding ; as you fee in parents to their chil- 
dren, who fometimes will almoft ftarve their children to pre- 
ferve life intheirs. Now the Lord doth love his people with a 
moft cender love, more tender then that whichin us is natural 
love, exceeding the love of a father to his child, P/al.27. 10. 
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and that of a mother to her fucking child and fon, //2.49.15. 
Wedo think it amonftrous unnaturalnefsfor a woman to forfake 


her fucking child, the tears and cries whereof do fo melt the 
heart to open the brefts. Why then! if Gods love be more 


tender, &c. 
An invariable 6, Laftly, Itisan Znvariable Love; nota flath or paflionat: 
Love. ` fove, which flames a while and cools as fat, but a ftable and 


permanent love, which began before any time, and which hall 
jat beyond all time. It isa love of Eternity, in whichthere 
is no beginning nor ending, and therefore it will never fail 
us. 
Confider the 2, Secondly, The sature. and circumftances of Gods Covee 
natureand cit- yayr and chen likewife it willappear that Gods goodnefs and 
cumitances of mercy will ftll followus, 
There are four things confiderable in Gods Covenant, . 
In ic. 1, One is the Univerfaiity of Good, It is the very Summa 
Confider the Toralis of all the good which we need either for Soul or body, 
aes £ either for this life or the life to come. The treafures of all our 
a mercies are cabined as it were in it. 
The Perpetuiry 2. Another isthe Perpetuity of Time. Asit is for all good; 
of Time. it is for all times ; and therefore as it is calléd a gracious Co- 
venant for the freenefs of it, and an abfolute Covenant for the 
fulnefs of it, So it is called an everlafting Covenant. for the 
duration of it. 
The Validity ` 3. A third is Validity of Engagement. God doth not onely 
of Engagement affirm but folemnly bind and engage himfelf in the higheft obli- 
gations of his honour ‘and with the utmoft of his will and 
power , to perform atall feafonable times , all that neceflary 
and convenient good for his people, 
Fidelity of 4. Andthe laft is Fidelity of Performance. That the Lord’ 
Rerformance. will not fail nor fhall any word of his Covenant fail’, Heaven 
and earth fhall rather be crufht and crackt into nothing, before. 
any one iota or tittle of Gods promifes fhall be nullified or 
falfified. See fer.31. 35. ver.37. Doth it not then hence un- 
deniably appear that goodnefs and mercy fhallalwaies follow 
3 the people of God’, when as God himfelf who is the fountain 
of all mercy and goodnefs , who onely hath the foveraign au- 
thority and ability over them, hath-fo freely not onely affirmed” 
but engaged his will and power to perform, not onely (one 
goog 


nant. 
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good butevery good, not for a while, but ac all times unto his 

ople. 

k Thirdly’, Confider the natare and guiality of his Provi- Conficer the 
dence and then alfo it will appear that Goodnefs,&c. ia Te 
1, His providence is a vaft care for all the world. ia 

2. It is a moft watchful care over his own people, both I: is avsft csre 
against evils which might annoy them and for good which may for all the 
fupply them. As his eyes røn tkrough the whold World, fo rw s 
they are (Prong in the behalf of kis people; not onely flrongto pyc 

defend them, but as ftrong to fupply them, and therefore You his own people. 
readin Zach. 4 2. that the golden Candleftick had not onely 
feven Lamps ( to imply Gods exa Omnifcience ) but alfo 
fever pipes (to imply Gods exact Providence ) and Wo Olive 
trees, one on the right fide of the Bow! and the other on the 
left fide thereof, v. 3. to import his continual feeding and fup- 
porting of his Church. 
3. Asit is an active care, fo is it an effective care, it isacare An cffcGie 
of influence as well as of guidance, not onely to order but Care. 
alfo to blefs. Not onely to know what we want, AZateh.6.3 2. 
but alfo to add unto us all the things that we need, v.33. 
4. And itis likewife a daily care, Nota care for a day one- A daily Care. 
ly but an every daies care: as the daies fucceed the daies , fo 
Gods-care doth follow his people from one day to another,and 
therefore isit he bids you every day to come unto him for daily 
bread. 
4. Fourthly , Confider yet again, rhe relation betwixt God Conhder the 
and his people , fo may it appear that goodnefs and mercy fhall a e 4 
‘follow them all the daies of their life. There are two forts Of pis people. 
relations; fome which infer only a temporary obligation, as that i 
of Mafters to their Servants, who areonely bound to provide, om¢Relations 

| d h r onely a 

cloath, feed, lodge their fervants, during the term of Cove- temporal obli- 
nant whether for weeks or year or years , upon the expiration gation. 
of which there is a Ceffation of any further care and Tye. 
Which include a Perpetual Obligation as that of an husband to O brrs include 
a wife, or of a Parent toa child, the relations here are conftant® perpecual 
and the obligations thereupon ceafe not; Such a relation as this, ie 
is there betwixt God and his people, even that of an husband 
to a wife which is a Covenant tor life it felf, and that of a 
Parent to a child, who isnot onely bound for the matter to 

Qq 2 provide 


a 


—— 
a a ESS 
300 Surely Goodnefs and Mercy fhail follow me, crc. Ver.6 


provide but for the duration to provide as longas he is a Parent, 


either immediately at his own houfe or equivalently ina dowry 
refpecting life in a marriage. That God who enjoins a con- 
fiancy of provifion from us to ours ( or elfe accufeth us to be 
worfe then infidels ) will not he ( ftanding ina more neer rela- 
tiontous) extend and continue his care and goodnefs? 
Slee ise 5. Laftly , There is a continued neccffity on his peoples part 
continued ne- for the continuation of bis fatherly goodne(s and mercy , Their 
eeflity of Gods fife is altogether on him, Their life of nature is but a breath ` 
papia part for depending on bis power. . Their lifeof condition is but a beam 
Hon of Gods depending on his fun, Their life of Faith is but an hand fill 
goodnels. Opening or gathering at histree; everyday feeding on his pro- 
mifes and bleilings. There could be no continued living with- 
out his continued mercy and goodnefs; Ergo. 
Ufes Thus you have the explication of the Affertion, I now pro- 
ceed to the application of it to our felves : 
Icimformesus 4, It may informus of the precedency as alfo of the hability 
of the Preces of the condition of godly perfons. *Tis true thatall thefe out- 
jiy jh ie a ward things are mutable in their nature , as very flitting fhade, 
dition of Godsand that fome evil men may in number of outward things ex- 
people. ceed the poffeilions of the righteous ; but there are two things 
of which the righteous perfons may be confident, one is fuffi- 
ciency , another is perpetuity; They havea good hold and 
{hall hold it for term of life. Whereas the wicked in their 
abundance fhall bedrivento their feet, and their wealth fhalt 
melt as the fat of lambs and greafe; there is a perpetual flip- 
perine{s and inconftancy in their conditions , yet the righteous 
fhall dwell inthe land for ever , goodnefs and mercy fhail fol- 
low him all the daies of bis life; And therefore if ever you 
would get a good anda firm poffeflion , get good hearts; the 
beft hearts get the onely advancements in Heaven, and the beft 
eftates on earth, Weall account an inviolably certainty to be 
far better then a controlable plenty. a 
Ufe 2. But fecondly, It may inform.us of the utter inexcufability 
Je informes of in the people of God, for their paffionate unbelief , fearful trem- 
the inexcult- blings and predominant fufpicions and conclufions -often- 
blenels of GS imes that they fhall certainly want, and that goodnefs and - 
people for their LAE A 
paffionate un- mercy will fail them, and not follow them all the dayes of their 
beliefs lile D fhall one day perifo, faid David; what thallwe put on, 


Whas: 
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prhat fhall Wwe eat and drink? fay the Di/cip/es, We arenot 
unlike thefe, nay I pray God we be not worfe then thefe , like 
tothe murmuring //raclites, Who fpake again't Ged, Saying, 
CanGod furnifh a Table in the wilderne{s? behold be (mote the 
rock, that che Waters gufhed out, and the reams overflowed, ean 
he give bread alfo? can he provide fief for his people? Pfal, 
78.19, 20. So we,the Lord will not anfwer us, wli not do us 
good, he is weary of us, oureftates fhrink, mercies grow low 
and thinne, we begin to want, we fhall want, we have called 
and yet thereis no anfwer ; endeavoured, and yet there is no 
mercy ; furely the Lord will leave us,ec. 

Now thou unbelieving heart who chargeft God thus foolith- 
ly, haf thou not known? haft thou not heard that the everlafting 
God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth net, 
neither is weary? f s > . 

What isthe Lord tn himfelf ? 1s there any change tn him, in y 
whom there is not fo much =a [þadaw of phas affuredly — aes 
he is as good a Godasever (bis goodne/s remains for ever) as him(cif, 
merciful a God as ever (his mercy endures for ever) as faithful 
a God asever (bis faithfulne/s abides to all generations) as com- 
paffionate a father to pity thee, as wifea God to confider thee, 
as All-fufficient a God to help thee, as willing a God to blefs 
thee asever. If the fountain remain the fame, why fhouldft | 
thou premeditate want of water? If the Sun continue the fame, 
why fhouldft thou fear a decay of light? if the God of all 
Grace, and the Father of all mercies remain the fame, why 
fhouldit thou fufpect >? why fhouldft thou fear? why fhouldit 
thou challenge the duration, the continuation, the courfe of 
his goodneffe and mercy towards thee all the dayes of thy 
life ? 

Or look on the Word of God : What one fyllable or hint 
haft thou there that God will fail thee ? the onely way to judge Sarpa 
what God will do, is ferioufly to look upon what God hath wet i- 
faid. Doeftthou difcern in the leat degree that he hath called 
inthe Charter, or altered the Deeds and Grants, couched in his 
gracious promifes ?- furely they are {prings of goodnels, and 
feals of truth for ever, they are not clouds that vanith, bur 
* weils which run ; nota womb which growes barren, nor bretts. 
which growdry, but asthe Sun and the Ordinances tn heaven 
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that are fetled for ever, all of them are Yea, and Amen, 

Or look on the dealings of God with yon > What hath he 
oe on 4 been unto you? or what hath he done unto you? hath he been 
Sol th you, 28 the dry and barren wildernefs that no mercy ever found you 

‘out? or when was heas thedeceitful Brook? name the time 
that he ever failed you, or left you deftitute of his goodnefsand 
mercy.Thou muft needs fay of his goodnefs, what Samuel faid 
of his help, hitherto bath God helped. So hitherto hath God 
bleffed me,:never yet did he faif me, but hath fed me, but hath 
clothed me, but hath lodged me, but hath provided for me. 
What, and yet in much experience to give way to much diffi- 
dence, to feel goodnefs and yet to queftionit; to confeffe a 
continuation of mercies, and yet to fufpect a continuance of 
mercies. 

Ob. Butit is here replied, we are not fo diftruftful of Gods 
qi af 1 Boodnefs for the future. True, fometimes fome tranfient thoughts 
* mae sod arife, leaft all will not hold out with us, but for any over-ruling 
nels for the fu- diffidence that God will not follow us with Goodnefs and Mer- 
ture, cy, we diflike it, we are not guilty of it. 

Sol.1.Ianfwer, that even tbe moft believing heart may fome- 
Anfw:red. times feel fome throwes and paffions of unbelief, which it doth 

diflike, reift, and bewail. Though Temporals be far leffe then 
Spirituals, yet our hearts are as apt ( upon occafions and in 
ftreights ) to be fhaken about them , as well as about the 
other, 

2. That even thofe paffiens and fits of diftruft are unlawful 
and finfal: Though I dare not pronounce of them they are a 
grand iniquity, yet we may every one (with 4faph) confefs 
and bewail, This was my infirmity, they are the fmoke in the 
candle, the lamene’s in our thighs, the palfie in our hands, the 
flafhes and births of unbelief. 

3. But let us though rake heed, left while we would flatter 
and relieve our felves with an opinion of infirmity, we be notin 
the meantime gailry of reigning infidelity in this particular that 
the very dominion of unbelief is uponus ina prevalent and ha- 

Beagrie int. bitual diftruft of Gods goodnefs and mercy for the future. 
delity in this Ob. How may that be known? will you fay. 
may be known, Sol. I conjecture thus : 


By exceffive to Excefive dejettedne/s doth demonftrate an exceflive 
dej:Aedaels, E di- 
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diftruftfulnefs: When the heart of manis like a ftone, ftill hea- 
vy; or like the fea, ftill tumultuous ; or like the mill Rill 
ground with cares and fears, and griefs; chat if he looks in, 
all isa combutftion ; if he looks out,allis but a confumption , 
if he looks up, all is but a conclufion, troubled within, decay- 
` ing without, and hopelefs above (.¢.) he feels his heart ftill un- 
quiet, he judgeth his eftate fill pining, and his God in a refolu- 
tionof failing: Affuredly he doth not believe that goodne/s and 
mercy will follow him all the dayes of his life. Faith for che 
future, doth proportionably revive usfortheprefent. David 
dd believe and therefore did nor faint, Plal.27.13. So much 
faith, and alwayes fo much cheerfulnefs. Ic. cannot be buta 
life of faith fhould thew it felf ina livelinefs of heart, for faith 
will diflodge our cares, and anfwer our fears, and fhew our 
helps and fo eafe our hearts. But thusit isnot with every man, 
look on the countenance; of men, feel the pulfes of men ; O 
they look lıke death, their hearts are funk their kopes are gone, 
they run to folitary places, fit down and weep,and vex, and me- 
ditate on nothing but mifery and poverty, think on nothing 
but want, fear nothing more then want, talk of nothing but 
want, even opprefs and confume away, and make an ead of 
their lives, for fear beaft goodnefs and mercy fhould not follow 
them all che dayes of cheir life. 

Secondly, ayes of unlawfulne(s do alfo evidence hearts full 
of diftruftfulnefs ; a good God is never trufted but in a good 


way. If we will borrow thehelp of fin, we palpably diftruft’ 


the goodnefs of God. For did we believe that God would 
not fail us,;we would never affay whether any wicked way would 
help us. He that believes makes mot hafe. Saul did not be- 
lieve and therefore he goes to the Witch; andthe /(raelites, 
and therefore they refted on the King of e4fyria and 
Egypt. 

T Lord be merciful unto us: How frequent is this to feek to 
{trengthen our felves and to fettle our citates by wayes of fin? 
One man will provide for hereafter, by ufury, another by op- 
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Wayés of wn- 


lawfulne(s. 


preffion, another by lying , another by fraud and cozening, | 


another by flattery, another by apoftafie. They do not be- 
lieve that Gods goodnefs is fufficient enough, or that itis con- 


kant enough, Did they believe chat there was a God, and” 
m pu un shat’ 
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that the earth is che Lords and that he keepeth mercy for ever 
for them that fear him, and that the man who trufts upon the 
Lord fhall be bleffed, that he fhall be as the tree planted by the 
waters, that his roots fhall {prezd and his leaf fhall be green 
or that God would never forfake him, how could it be that his 
heart fhould thus forfake the Lord, and lean to the wayes of 
fin and curfe. Faith keeps the eye upon Gods truth, and the 
foct onely in Gods way, it knowes that Divine goodnefs is as 
able to perform, as Divine gracionfnefs is willing to promife 
and that thofe wayes which are contrary to Gods lawes are ne- 
ver certain for our comforts; but that as all mercy fprings 
from God, fo it fhall be disburfed and found in paths onely of 
obedience. 
When Divine Thirdly, When Divine engagements prove unto us no encod- 
engagements vagements,it isan argument we do not truft God for the future: 
mest ey "° There are four things which the promifes of God (thofeI mean 
ainas by Divine engagements) breathe upon a trufting foul, 
The promifes 1. Support > They are as a Cordial to keep a man from faint- 
breache upon a ing, fo David faith P/21.27.13. I had fainted unlefs I had bea 
sh foul lieved, to fee the goodnefs of the Lord inthe land of the liv- 
ing. 

2. Compofure: Like Chrifts voice, they rebuke the winds 
and feas; we are never more Gods, and more our felves, then 
when we can believe the promifes. Now our fears abate, and 
-cares vanifh as the clouds when the Sun breaks out. the heare — 
hath Jeaft tumult, when it hath moft faith ; no flefh fo patient 
asthe found, nor heart fo quiet as the believing. 

3. Alacrity: For Hagars eyes are now opened to fee more 
‘water then in her own bottle, a {pring of water to preferve her 
-own life and her childs. The promifes of life, if we do believe 
them, doalwayes excite hearts of life , living promifes caufe 
lively hearts. J Will yet traf, and I foal yet fee him to be my 
God, and the kelp of my countenance Plal,42. Promifes believed 
are like the honey which Jonathan tated, which did lighten his 
eyes, and repair his fpirits; the foul gathers ftrength and cou- 
rage by them; God hath undertaken for me, he will not fail 
me, his bond is faithful and I believe performance , and now 
the heart is up, it is alive, joyful not onely in poffetling, but be- 
keving , itis. quickned, inlarged ; as it is joiful in poffeffion, fo 
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itis cheerful upon the certioration of merctes. 


4. Expettation : When the husband writes word that at fuch ExpeGarion 


atime he will come home, the loving wife will chen prepare 
and look for him : I will certainly do thee good, faith God; this 
is a faithful faying, faith the believer, and therefore / will losk 
up for the God of Jacob, and will patiently wait for his falva- 
tien. Now fay of what influence are Gods promiles for your 
future good? J affure youthere isno credence if there appear 
no influence. I do not ask what thefe promifes are in them- 
felves for their compofition, but what are they in you for their 
operation ? are they che miniftration of life unto thee? or ra- 
ther are they not asa dead lecter unto thee? Do not the con- 
folations and engagements of Ged feem a fmall thing unto 
thee? If a man,a finful, weak, deceitful creature promifeth to 
feed thee, to fupply thee, ce. this fercheth up thy heart , if a 
God, an Almighty, AlI fufficienr, faithful God promifech, I 
will never leave thee nor forfake thee, but my goodnefs and 
mercy fhall follow thee, all the dayes of thy life; yet this af- 
fects us not, revives us not, as if the matter promifed, were not 
material, or that he who makes the promifes were not faith- 
ful. 

Fourthly, Negle of the foul in {pirituals, evidently fhews 


that we do not truft on God for futures in temporals : he who ra 


givesall his time to the World trufts on God at no time ; the 
man will be upin duties, who isup in faith. Faith never yet 
allowed any man to cafhiere heaven,that fo he might get earth, 
(.i.) to renounce a heavenly courfe, that fo he might inlargea 
worldly eftate ; forit will neither let in fin, nor fhut out God, 
to fettle or infure our felves. Dida man believe that the Lord 
would not fail his body, would he not the more cheerfully look 
to his foul, and ferve that God who is fo faithful ? But behold 
men and their wayes, very drudges tothe earth! and fo onely 
painful for after times, that they wholly forget eternity, as if 
there were not a God in J/rael ; they trut to their own inut- 
terable toilings, and not to his faithful undertakings ; they con- 
ceive that cimes for obedience, are the times of hinderance 
The next ufe fhall be for inftraition, incafe that we do find 


Ufe 


our felves thus unbelieving of Gods fubfequent mercy and Laftruction. 


gocdnefs for our temporals, then 
Re 1.70 
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1. To be humbled for this unbelief. 2. Tobeg carneftly for 
the pardon of tt. 3. To goon no more in it. 
Be hum bled 1. To be humbled for our unbelief in Gods goodnefs and 
he? unbe: mercy forthe future. There ate two great fins which aman 
` fhould humble his foul for; One is Unthankfulnefs for what 
we hath received, Another is OUnbelief for what he wants. 
Whena man is able neither to blefs God, nor to truft God, 
the good that he hath done, a man regards not , the good that 
he willdo,a man believes not, when every experience ftands 
for acypher, and every promife feems a lie. Oh how fhould 
this break and abafe our vile fpirits which are fo averfe to ble a 
: good God, and to rely upona faithful God. í 
B-g earnchiy 2, To beg earnestly for the pardon of it; do not think 
forthe pardon it a fmallthing , for Firk, Itisa fin, and therefore fhould 
of it, move us in fpecial to confefs it, and to beg remiffionfor it. 
Secondly , It is a great fin: Unbelief, like oyl, fwims above 
the water. Itis afin which in every part and kind of it, feems 
to rife above other fins. It didfo provoke the Lord in the J/- 
raelites, thathe/ware in bis wrath they fhould never enter inte 
his refte Our reigning diftrufts for earth, may in the end prove 
unto us the lofs of heaven. 
Gonomorton Thirdly, Go no more on in this diffrufting and unbelieving 
in this ditruk- »4y, approve it not, feed it not with unworthy arguments, and 
m we fafpitions, and prejudices, but oppofe it in all,che very heart of 
pees it, and all the caufesof it, and occafions of i. Three things I 
will propound for this ; 
1. What canfes and occafions of this diftru/t they are which 
we must oppofe. 2. After what manner we muft oppofe them. 
3. What motives fo to dos. fe? Ub ht bods 
Gueft.1. Whatche caufes of this aiftrnffenGod for future- 
Saad x Peh and Mercy are which we muft oppofe. 
which wc muk Sol. I conjecture chat the caufes of our actual diftrutts in this 
oppote. kind are thefe , 
Thevery ne I. A very nature of Unbelief : that fpirit of infidelity 
ture of unbes which is born with us into the world, which tumbles with us in 
lief. the womb, and cries out (asit were) as foonas we are born, 
and fill inclines us to depart from the living God. As in o- 
ther things fo in this, we go altray from the very womb, and’ 
are more apt to truft inlying, vanities, then upon the rock of 
QuE: 
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our falvation. There is not only a natural rebellion in our pervers 
wills to the righteous lawes of God, but alfo a native unfubjecti- 
Onin our minds to the faithful promifes of God,we are as prone 
toincomply with his truth,as we are to inconform with his holi- 
neffe, and to fufpect his goodneffe, as we are to difobey his 
commands, our hearts do not onely contradict the will of his 
authority in what he would have usto do, but the willalfo of 
his mercy in that good which he himfelf undertakes to do 
for us. 

2. Extreme ignorance of God: Though knowledge be not 

alwayes fufficient to produce faith, yet ignorance isalone able rers = 
to eliciteunbelief. How pall they believe in him (faid the A-" * 9°% 
poftle inan higher Article) of whom they have not heard. Ro. 
10.14. for it is not conceivable how the heart of mañ fhould be 
Taifed to any credence, where there is not fome proportionable 
evidence of thofe motives which onely do elevate it thereto : 
but men are generally ignorant of the nature and excellencies 
and covenant of God. They do not apprehend what an ab- 
folute Being he is in himfelf, and what an All-fufficient Being he 
is to the creatures, how infinite in goodnels, howjrich in mercy, 
how illimited in his greatnefs, how immenfe ia his power,how 
gracious in his promifes, how plentiful in his compafiions, how 
invariable in his truth, how active in his providence, how will- 
ing, how able, how faithful to do good to the people of his 
Covenant : and hence it is that they are fo full of their carnal 
difputes, of their tumultuous fears, of their anxious cares, of 
their continual diftrufts. 

3. Inftability of judgment: That flipperinefs and incon- Inftebility of 
ftancy which makes our minds to reel and waver, that though judgment. 
fometimes we do difcern the trae and proper grounds of confi- 
dencein God, yet we quickly lofe them, and hold not faft to 
our principles, but give way to corrupt reafonings which cor- 

. fuptus from a firm affenting to the truths of God. Wedo 
not alwayes judge what God alwayes is , though there be a na- 
tural uniformity in Gods goednefs and mercy, and the fame u- 
niformity in his promifes of that goodnefs and mercy, yet in us 
there is a deformity and diverfity of judgment concerning this. 
Sometimes we judge him able and faithful, and another time, 
we queftion (as they) can the Lord give bread alfo ? One while 
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we are perfwaded of his will, and another while we are half 
perfwaded that he will be favourable no more. WVhiles the 
judgment is thus divided, how can it be but our hearts, though 
fometimes like a fhip they rife up as if they wouid touch hea- 
ven, yet by and by they fhould fink down as if they would fall 
into hell ; a wavering judgment doth alwayes engender an un- 
believing heart : whiles the mind ts fo doubtful, the will cannot 
but be diftruftful, : 
4. Prepofteroufneffe of reafoning: There isa perverfene/s of 
reafoning, when a perfon will judge of Gods intentions thus 
and thus, and fo they muft be becaufe he will judge fo, this is 
either extreme folly, or extreme melancholly , and there isa 
prepofterou{nefs of reafoning, when a man will begin his judg- 
ment there where he fhould end it:asthus, There are two 
wayes wherein we judge of Gods intentions, One is in’ bs pro- 
mifes, and thefe are his charter which he makes. Another is, 
in our fenfe , and this is our evidence which we make. In a 
right reafoning from both which we fhould proceed by defcend- 
ing (.i. ) firft to look at Gods intentions in his promifes, and then 
to follow thofe down unto our fenfe and experience. But gene- 
rally we. reafon and conclude of his intentions for our good, 
firt (if not onely), by /ex/e, making our fenfe and feeling, 
a leading cafe, as it were, or a rule both to our faith, and to. 
Gods goodnefs ; and becaufe we do not firft with our eyes fee, 
or with our fingers handle and poffefs thefe outward things, 
therefore we conclude that God never intends to beftow them 
onus. Never confidering that though we may affirmatively 
argue from the promife down to ferfe, v. g. God hath promi- 
fed unto me a continuation of mercy and goodneffe, therefore 
I fhall fucceffively, upon all convenient times partake thereof, 
Yet we may not negatively argue from our fenfeup.to Gods 
promife, asthus, I do not now fee much good, and therefore 
God doth not intend to do me any good;For this is to reafon. 
and conclude that there is no Sun in heaven becaufe it is not yet 
day, or that there willbe no fruit this enfuing year, becaufe 
we fee no budds now, whereas the fruit is nowin the root, though. 
it be not in our eyes and mouths till the proper feafon. - And. 
yet this isthe moft frequent way with us to conclude both for 
our fouls and bodies, namely, to conclude no grace for theone, 
nor 
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mercy for the other; no heaven for that, no earth for this, 
becaufe many times our hands are empty, when yet atall times 
Gods hands are full ; our good is certain in his promifes, though 
not alwayes evident in our feeling, Ic is juft asif a man fhould 
cry out he fhall die forchirft, when yet the fountain is full and 
runs, and if he would but turnthe cock,even his Ciftern fhould 


have water enough. 


303 


5. A limitation of God: To fpeak properly, God (who is A Jimta-ion of 
infinice ) cannot be limited, but we lmit and ftreighten him , Gad. 


when we limit and ftreighten our thoughts concerning him, as 
when we inglorioufly determine his nature or attributes con- 
cerning effects, and means, and times, v. g. 


In refpett of effects: When we confeffe a fufficiency of God litte! by 
power to produce fome bleflings, which (perhaps) we need usthree waycs. 


not, and therefore do more rightly apprehend his power torn 


caufethem, but other mercies which we greatly need and with, 
and fee much d:fficulty and contrariety before we can attain 
them, here now we halt and as Zacharias to the Angel, where- 
by hall I know this? Luk.1.18. or as Sarah about a child alfo 
inher old age, fhe thought that could not be, Gew.18.13. This 
is a limitation of God, a coarctation of his hand, as if fome 
mercy were eafie for God, yet fome other were too hard for 
him to effect, and it is impoffible to falve the foul from a diftrutt 
of Gods goodnefs, whiles it doth limit God in his power or a- 
ny other attribute. If we conceiveof God as a particular caufe 
productive onely of fome good, and not as of an univerfal caufe 
able to fend out, and command every good, we fhall be ever 
and anon apt to diliruft him and to perplex our felves. 


reine of 
ats. 


In refpet of means: And thus we limit God when e'ther p rel ` 
we bind him in his providence abfolucely to means, or curioufly means 


to our means, Tis true that che operations of the Divine at- 
tributes do ufually appear in means (and thereforeif there be 
any lawful meanes to convey and minifter our helps, we are 
bound toufethem) and likewife that fometimes we do hit upon 
thofe particular means which God doth ufe as fervants and in- 
ftruments of our good. But then inall exigences whatfoever, 
to bind Gods intention and power to means (which can yet 
abundantly work above them,and without them,and contrary 
unto them) or elfe to csr particular means, which we make the 
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-onely pipes to bring in our fupplies and future mercies; As 


this is an injury to Gods greatnefs, fo it is a ground to 
ftrengthen our diftruftfulnefs , it is but to meafure the powers 
of his intention, by the weaknefsof our apprehenfion; and no 
otherwife then as if one would takethe Circuit of the Hea- 
vens by a fpan. For the thoughts and abilities, and waies of 
God hold as ample a difproportion to our thoughts and waies, 
as the Heavens do to the earth, which to them is not fo much 
asafpan, it is but a point and but an imaginable point too as 
Aftronomers do obferve. Becaufe God doth not appear(in his 
fubfequent mercy and goodnefs ) inone way, therefore he 
will appear in no way; or becaufe he doth not arife in one way, 
therefore he cannot fupplyus in his own way. This isan 
unreafonable and unjuft illation of an unbelieving judgement, 
for though God be pleafed fo far to honour us with his love , 
as to make us privy to the affured intentions of his mercy for 
us, yet he honours his own wifdom fo far as to referve the par- 
ticular waies of diftributing our good unto himfelf. He is able 
to continue our mercies by any means, but he willcontinue 
them by his own and the mercies may be ftill fare & fufficiently 
near, though the waies howto bring them may be very fecret 
and far off from our thoughts. 

In ve(peét ef times; and thus we limit God when we will 
not fuffer him to date his own grants, but (whichis moft in- 
decent ) prefcribe him (the free giver ) to our humours and 
haftes of unbelief; as if he wanted wifdom to hit the feafon , 
who yet hath been fo gracious as to promife the mercy. How 
ordinary (though) is this to give up the eftate of Gods 
Churches , and our own private hopes for the particular mer- 
cies which we need , becaufe God comes not at that day which 
we aflign him. Whereas it was onely our prefumption thus 
to limit God, who never yet madea promife of any good but 
took the beft time to perform it, Not Gods promife but our 
own prefumption failsus, Weunworthily diftruft him as un- 
faithful , becaufe we have unwarrentably made our felves too 
boldly prefumptious to limit him to our time, miftaking God 
who is nor to pay but ro give, and his mercies, which are not 
debts but admes Bur this limitation of God to our time , is 
the occafion why we do diltruft him fo much for the m , 

or 
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for we cannot hold up our trut, if once we fufpe& him in his 
truth, we will never believe that he keeps mercy , unlefs with- 
all we believe that he will keep time. 

6. A Mis-conftrultion of Gods afflittions ; Wherein be- A Mif-con- 
caufe God doth take off fome particular mercies, we are apt trw@ion of 
to conclude againft his intention fora continuance of mercies : pn Lc 
as Hezekiah in his great ficknefs haftily concludes, 1 ball not l 
fee the Lordin the land of the living, I hall behold man no more 
with the Inhabitants of the world, Ef.38. 11. and fo Afaph , 
becaufe of prefeat troubles, queftions future mercies: bath 
hein anger [out up his tender mercies? Pfal 77.9. And thus 
do we find in our felves, that prefenc affli@ions are made 
grounds unto us of future diftrults. No! the Lord loves us not, 
he is fore difpleafed with us , how can we expe more mercy 
when the Lord recalls his mercies, can we believe that he will 
continue in goodnefs, who thus doth cut off his kindnefs? Itis 
hard (Iconfefs ) to believe God when we feel evil, yet afli- 
tions are fo far from abridging Gods courfe of mercies that 
even all this while they themfelves do prove fingular mercies 
to us. 

Queft. 2. The next Queftion is, How we muff oppofe this How we muft 
our diftraftfulne/s in the nature and occafions of it: om Sahay 

Sol. I will not infit much on this, onely a few dire@ions 999s 
will I commend unto you for common helpes unto us all : 

T. Oppofe it with Tears. thus did the father of the child in Oppofe it with 
the Gofpel oppofe his particular unbelief: hecried out with Tears. 
tears. A mourning heart is fometimes a way to get more 
ftrengcth againft an unbelieving heart. No heart is fo under the 
bondage of fin in general, orunder the dominion of unbelief 
in particular, asthe unfenfible heart ; whena man either feels 
not his fintul diftruftfulnefs, or if he doth yet he bewails it noc. 

Slighted fins ever prove the moft infolent and imperious fins, 
But as Chrift did grieve at the hardnefs of hearcin the Jewes, 
fø fhould we mourn for, and bewail che great incredulity of 
our own hearts, frequently confefling and compelling our 
hearts to break out into tears, becaufe they cannot break out 
into Faith, chat we fhould be fo vile asto make even our 
God a lyar and our Father to be unnatural,and thoug’: we can- 
not fay bur that he is the fountain of all mercy & very faithful- 
ee ttt”tS nefs. 
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nefsitfelf, yet by our unworthy diftruftings we interpret him- 
to be but asa dry wildernefs , and his Word of truth to be but 
afpeech of deceit or falfhood. Oppolethy difttuftfulnefs in 
this mournful way , and know that God who gives an heart to 
bewai!l, will in time give ftrength toconquer: We feldom 
fall down in tears but thereupon rife up more in Faith. 

With agrea- 2. Oppofeit witha greater ftudioufnefs of God; They that 

ter Rludioufnels know thy Name will put their truft in thee, Pfal.9 10. more 

oat. light would beget more heat. We fee it in experience that 

- when we fully and throughly know a perfon’both for ability 

and honefty , it doth induce us with the more eafinefs to truft 
and credit his undertakings for us. Ikcow theman (fay-we) 
he is able & honeft, he will not deceive me nor fail me and I'am 
fure enough. Ibefeech you ftudy God more, the foundations 
and finews of your Faith areinhim, be not ftrangers income 
munion with him, No, nor yet be ftrangers in the apprehenfion 
of him. You would not eafily.diftruft his goodnels , if you 
knew his fulne and faithfulnefs, the Arguments of your di- 
ftrufts dare not fhew themfelves before his attributes, they can- 
not ftand , they would be found to. be no weight , a very vani- 
ty, moft irrational fancies. If you knew the Lord in the ex- 
ceeding greatnefs of his power, conftant kindnefs of his Will, 
freenefs of his goodnefs, abfolute dominion over all, tender 
care over his, andunchangeable truth , your grounds of di- 
ftrufts would be afhamed, you would hifs at chem, you would 
not hearken to them, did you thus know the Lord. 

With allparts 3. Oppofeit with aX parts of Refiftance,v.§.  _ 

of Refitance, 1. If it were poflible, do not favsar the thoughts of aiftruls, 

fe ate much as ta hear them, 

wey 2. Hiw:ver do net believe thy Unbelief, if thou muft not 

D> not believe receive an accufation againft an Elder, but before two or three 

thy unbelief. witneffes, 1 Tim.5. 19. fhould{t chou believe an accufation 
againft thy God without any witnefs at all; there are 
three things which are not fubject to any acculation: 
1. Infallible Trutts. 2. Supreme? Laws. 3. The great 
God who muĝ judge all. Thy heart ts deceicful above all 
things, folly and falthood are init, and it is eAdverfarins nc- 

Aceufe, chile tabil, fhould it be believed againft God ? 

cufe, c' ide DA ii, ; 
Gilence Di- 3. Accuje, coide, condemn, filence thy diftrafts, why 
kruks. doeft 
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dock thou diftruft theLord , doeft thou well to bely truth 
it felf, isnot the Devil the flanderer of God? thou fpeak- 
eft falfly of God, thereis a lye inthee , O thou falfe heart , 
I hate thy unbelief, I judgeit , I condemn it, {peak no more, 
fuggeft no more, the Lord is true, though every man be a 
lyar. 

4. Side with God againf? thy diffruftful fuggeftions. Loe | Side with God 
O my unbelieving heart, which fcares me with fears , that the sgsinit dil- 
Lord will fail and not follow me, See, is not this his word ufful fugge- 
wherein he hath promifed, sever to leave me nor to for fake me? 
are not thefe che inftances and confeflions of his people that 
he hath remembred his word, that he hath dealt well with them 
according to his word,that he hath remembred his Covenant toa 
thoufand generations, that not one word hath failed of all his 
promifes? ‘Nay, and unlefs thou wilt impudently out-face 
all experience ( which juftifies the truth of God) thou 
knoweft that he hath kept couch with me all my dayes ; his 
word hath been a tried truth even to me: he hath from time 
to time ftill followed me with hismercy and goodnefs, And 
fhould I now credit thee againft a God of goodnefs , a word 
of truth, acloud of witneffes and mine own experience. 

5. Object unto thy diftruftful heart , the experimental falf- Objc& che ex 
hood of its own trong perfwafions. Thou haft many a time rai- perimental 
fed turbulent fufpicions and conclufions in me againft the fide- falfene's of thy 
lityand perpetuity of Gods goodnefsand mercy , as if God a — 
would have left me in fuch a ftrait, or would forfake me at fuch PN 
a time, becaufe I faw no probable means and waies, Yet even 
in all thofe times , God did fall in with unexpe@ed (and unde- 
ferved ) mercy and goodnefs. I did not perifh as thou faidft 
I fhould, he did not forfake me as thou faidit he would , his 
words have been found a truth , and thy fuggeltions have been 
found a falfhood. David came tothe promifed Kingdome , 
though his heart faid , he fhould one day perifh by the hand of 
Saul, and }osah came into his holy Temple, though his heart 
faid; Zam caft ont of thy fight, Jon.2.4. Should fuch a 
branded accufer as thou , convidted as well asindited of perfi- 
dioufnefs and falfhood , a very infamous traducer be heard , 
beregarded, be credited by me , who can teftify for the fide- 
lity of God and have found thee to be fo often falfe in thy per- 
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petual fuggeftions againfthim. Thou knoweft that upon the 
iffuing out of more mercy and goodnels , 'I did then humbly 
acknowledge the falfhood and folly cf my unbelief, and fhould 
I now again hearken unto the fuggeftions thereof > 
Weaken thy 6. Weaken that too [trong AffeRion cf thine to earthly things, 
too ftr ee Thy fuperlative love, hath caufed moft of thy fuperfluous 
oe catty thoughts. Where the love of wordly things istoo great there 
= the diftrufts for their fupplyare too many. The ill ftomackis 
it which caufeth the ill head, and the vaft Sea is moft unquiet. 
If thou didft not chirft after worldly things as the only good , 
thou wouldft not be fo unquietly diftruftful about them. More 
indifferent affe@ions would affuredly meet with more quiet and 
_confident expectations. 
Oppole icwith 4. Laftly , Oppofe it with fervent and daily [upplications. 
fervent and Ufe evencthat very little Faith which thou haft to fend up more 
daily (upplica- ftrong cries againft thy diftrults. Thou doeft daily pray (I 
tions, . SE f ; : 
queftion it not) for daily bread, butas oft asthoa prayeft for 
more mercy, fo often do thou pray for more Faith, Trouble 
that unbelief which doth fo trouble thy Soul. Strength from 
Heaven, can conquer ftrength for earth , thy diffidence is not 
fo trong but Omnipotency can conquerit: asthy neceflities 
are not fo many but All-fufficiency may fill them ; ‘nor four- 
gent but fidelity can-fuccour them. Oh! that thou couldft 
once come toa generous eftimation of things , even that thy _ 
belief for merey were far better then the mercy it felf, and 
thereupon be more ardent to truft then to get : but be ferious 
inthis and conftant, fo fhalt thou be rid of an uabelieving fpi- 
rit,and get both Heaven and Earth too. 
Motivesto this  veft.3. Nowthethird Queltion , what motives toexcite 
us thus to bewail and judge, and oppofe-onr diftruftfulnels of 
God for bis fature goodne/s and mercy towards us in the things 
of thy life, all the dayes of our life. 
Sol. I will reduce all tat I intend for this, unto a few 
heads : 
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1. Itisan Injury unto God. I: is an Injury 

1. To his All-fufficiency. You make him lefs able then the t° -= yo 
poor creature, for the greater credence fuppofeth the grea- ¥ ey ai 
ter ability , and the greater diftrufts implies an opinion of the > 
greater impotency. Thou wilt truft man more then thou wilt 
truk God, & what is this but that thou exalts the infufficiency 
of the creature above the All-fufficiency of the Creator, Will 
ye make him no God,or a God yet lefs able thena man? Thou 
denieft unto the great God that fulnefs which thou unjuftly 
afcribeft unto an impotent piece of clay. Thou doft not be- 
lieve that God is a God , the onely being of himfelf, and the 
fole caufe of all Being untous, that he isthe Lord of Heaven 
and earth, infinitely good in himfelf and able to do whatfoe- 
ver he will, If thou didft, wouldft chou diftruft him fora 
morfel of bread > wouldft thou depart from the living 
{pring ? 

2. To his Fidelity. Wedo not judge him faithful if wedo To his Fideli- 
diftruft him : and what is the heighth of this fin to make thety. 

God of truth tobe alyar. If thou believeft his truth , why 
doft thou not truft him ; If chou doft yet diftruft him , thou 
doft interpretatively fay , He will not be faithful though he 
hath promifed. Nay, thou doft not infinuate onely a particu- 
lar but an univerfal unfaithfulnefs to bein him, for if chou judg 
him to prove unfaithful in the lefs , how canft thou credit him - 
inthe main things of a better life? Where the things promi- 
fed are of higher confequence , and therefore of more difficult 
credence. And what can be now faid more to difgrace the 
Lord ? with us the man is loft, if his credit be loft, if he be one 
whom ro man will truft a word chat he fpeaks, and furely all 
this glory of God is blemifhed , if we blemith his fidelity ; 
Now you ravel and untwiftall the cords of his excellencies , 
what is all his mercy, or all his goodnefs, or all bis power, or 
all his íutFciency , orall his promifes , if yet he fhould be un- 
faithful, iF he fhould not perform any of thefe according as he 
hath faid ? 

3. To his Jmmutability, both of natureand of love, and Toh's Immu 
of counfeland of promife. We cannot diftruft his fubfequent tsbility. 
goodnefs and mercy but muft imagine that either the nature of 
God is not as it was, or his loveis not to us as it was, or his 

sf purpofe 
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purpofe ftands notas it did, or his promife alters from what it 
fpake. Some change or other we mut neceflarily affix unto 
him who yet not as man that he foorid lie or as the Son of man 


thag he fhould repent. 
To bis Provi- 4+ To his Providence. As if it were not the conftant {pring - 
dence. at which we fhould draw , but that it were like fome climates , 
where one half of the year isday and the other half is night; 
r So Gods Providence would take care for one part of our lives 


but leave us (to I know. not what fhiftings ) for the other 
part,asif he were a God of half of our lives, and yet we are 
bound to feek to him and to truft on him all our dayes, 

Iris an Injury 2. Tt is an Injury to our felves. 

ev our (elves. 1. To our Sozls; a diftrufting heart of Gods future good- 

Toour Souls. nefs and mercy is of all the moft unquiet and diftreffed, Ie 
doth beget tumult and trouble in thofe two faculties, which if 
they be difturbed the whole man is neceffarily difquieted. 

One is in the Imagination, filling it with a Labyrinth of 
ftrange and vain thoughts; he that will diftrufta perpetual 
providence, cannot avoid the burden of perpetual vexa- 
tions, for all errour both multiplies and intangles. our thoughts 
which will never fettle either on themfelves. or other objects if 
once by unbelief they unfettle from Gods fidelity and care , 
like a fhip on a rowling Sea, which ftates no where becaufe it 
hath no anchor. One while we think of this friend and he 
doth nothing , another while of that kinfman and he ownsus 

“not, then of fuch a courfeand that fails us, and then of ano- 
ther fhift and that is difeppointed , and then of fome finful. 
trick but this confcience will not fuffer us toa@. And now we 
fret and vex, and think again, and vex again, anddo nothing 
but cliasge our thoughts, asthe fhip doth the waves, but fill 
we are upon a Sea of tumultuous unqutetnefs, 

Another isin the Con/eience , for as diftruftings are a Sea in 
the mind, fo they area {word intheconfcience, they vex 
that and woundthis, there they are trouble and here they are 
guilt, which of all troublesis the moft troubling, And thefe 
two take their turns, and fo che poor Soul is extremely and 
perpetaully hurried and tormented. When the mind hath 
done thinking then confcience begins judging , and when the 
Witternefs of guilt begins co abate in the confcience then _ 

Pu tudes: 
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tudesof caring thoughts begin again to work inthe DAN. D 
Lord, what a itrange fin is this difraffulnefe: which burdens 

the mind, wounds the confcience, cracks the foul, never brings 

good, never gives eafe, never affords peace, 

2. To our bodies: I will not fay much to this, but onely Foart Mata 
that our diftruftfulnefs of Gods future goodnefs and mercy is 
the way to weaken the rafters, ro fhake the foundations, to 
crack the golden bowl, and to lofe the filver cord. Ina nata- 
ral way, it waftes our fpirits, dries up our moifture, confumes 
our ftrength, and fhortens our lives. And in a judicial way, 
itisthe very finew of difcontentment, which difcontentment 
isa very grave to our lives,an advantage to thofe temptations 
which may make anend both of body and foul for ever. _— 

’ t Profef- 

3: To our profefios : how can we glory in the relation of gon. i 
children, when by diftruftings on God, we act the condition of 
fervants; of fervants, nay of flaves, the worft of fervants? 
Or why do we boaft in the name of Chriftians when by fuch 
continued diftrufts.we at onely the lives of Heathens. to this 
purpofe Chrift to his Difciples, Matth. 6. The life of a child 
isa dependance on his father, and the lifeof a Chriftian is a de- 
pendance onhisGod. Thou woundeft thy foul and difgraceft 
thy profeffion, asif the God of a Chriftian who hath provided 
nf glory would ceafe to provide neceflary mercy for 

im. 

3. Ittsan injury to our poffeffed and received mercies. 7 

1. Tothe feal.f them, every received mercy as itis aro Coie lll 

fruit of bounty, fo itis a pledge of conftancy. Itislike a partand received 
of money paid upon bond, which confirms the future paiments ™«ttits. 
for other particular dayes , fo our mercies poffeffed, they are ‘hea Seale 
the particular performances of Gods covenant, affuring us of 5 ™ 
the univerfal, that the reft willcome in at the day of our occafi- 
Ons and neceffities, But diftruftfulnefs takes them for abfolute 
acquittances and not for particular affurances, for utter difchar- 
ges though they be but further pledges,and pawnes of the good 
yet behind, wherein God will be as faithful to our provifion as 
he hath been already to our fuftentation. 

2. To the fruit of them, Every mercy becaufe it comes To the fiuit of 
from gracioufnefs fhould therefore be worn with thenkfulnefs ,‘"°™ 
but he who is diftruftful for mercy to come, is alwayes unthank- 
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ful for goodneffe that is paft. - No man can blefs God; who 
dares nottruft him. This you fhal! find in experience, that 
if you be apt to queftion what God will do, you wilialfo be as 
apt to ask what God hath done, When future promifes feem 
falfe, their former mercies feem little; if they feem to be lies, 
thefe will feem to be cyphars, 

3. To the sfe of them: Though all mercies are given to be 
oy! to our wheeles, I mean to be encouragements to our du- 
ties, yet this iscertain, that he who is highin diffidence, is e- 
ver lowin obedience. If we will not take hold of Divine pro- 
mifes, it cannot be expected that Divine Precepts fhould take 
holdof us, for no maniswilling to ferve him whom he dares 
not truft, andif we once give way to miftruft Gods faithful- 
neffe, farewel all endeavours of fruitfulneffe. Itisa common 
obfervation, that didffiencein God, makesus either to be Apo- 
ftates, or barren, or very flow. 

Tothecomfort 4. To thecomfort of them: All prefent mercy, is as no mera 
of them. = cy to him who diftrufts God for future mercy ; we lofe the joy 
of what God hath performed, if we renounce the hope of what 
God hath promifed. Your bread will bethat of forrow, and 
your waters thofe of (Marah, &c. for diftrufts are of that na- 
turethat whenthey withdraw our eyes from God, they alfo 
withdraw our eyes from his kindnefs, and make us to relifh no- 
thing but wants and miferies. It is but as the troubling of cleer 
water, which turns all to mudd and thicknefle. 
Tothe duragi- 5. Lothe duration of them: Now like a Pofie they wither 
onof them. inthe hand , Unbelief makes Winter dayes, troublefom, and 
fhort. . 
Icisan injury 4 It is an injury to our future hopes as to mercies ex- 
co our future pected 5 » = 
hopes. r. Either thas they foci be nene: It is but juk that God 
Either our = fhould fruftrate your labours, when you (as much as in you 
aes fhal! lies) evacuate his promifes. You may fow with much indultry, 
i and reap an harveft of meer vanity, beceufe infidelity hath blaft- 
edall, Though our fnduftrioufneffe be a fubfervient means, 
yet Gods goodneffe is the fupreme caufe of all our mercies the 
which he may therefore withhold, becaufe we withhold our 
faith. Nay wedo indeed keep off his mercies when we do keep 
off our faith; as he who will not come to the {pring for wa- 
l ter, 
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ter, is the onely enemy to the quenching of his thirft. Sure I 
am that God doth threaten che diftrufting perfon, Jer.17.That 
he fhall not [ce when good cometh. He isunder an outlawry, and 
is excluded the priviledge of bleflings. 

2. Or that they foall be mean : Foafs {mote the earth but Or thx they 

thrice, and Elipa was angry with him, for hefhould have fmit- Ml be mean, 
ten it five or (ix times, and then Syria had been confumed , 
2 King.13.18,19. Itis even thus in our cafe for future bleflings, 
the more diftrufting, believing, and the leffe degree of mercies , 
the milk comes out moft fully when it is fuekt, and moft fparing- 
ly when forced. How can a man carry away more from Gods 
promifes then his hand of faith will hold ; according to this faith 
be it unto thee, faid Chrift tohimin the Gofpel, not that we 
can deferve any blefling more or leffe, but that God will fill a 
manaccordingasheisable to receive. The great Vintage is 
for the believer, but the g/eanings are the moft that a diftrufting 
fpiric can expect. 

3. Or long in getting : For our unbelief doth ever fet back O: long in gew 
our grants, and it is one main delay to our fuits, It is true that ting. 
God is ready enough to give when we are upon our knees, but 
what he gives he ftill puts into our hands, if we want hands 
we muft long wait for his gifts, he doth not give until we will 
receive: Weare not able totake what God is willing to give 
until we do, at length, getat leait defires. O that we could 
truft a good and faithful God / mercy is not more difficult to 
any thea to him who is moft facile to dittruft God. The unbe- 
lieving heart, though naturally moft impatient, yet expofeth tc 
felf moft to a neceffary and unavoidable patience, for it is made 
to {tay becaufe it makes not it {elf to wait. 

4. Or fower in the tafting : The {weet waters ran in the op, yerin che 
quiet ftreams but thofe are moft brinifh which are moft tumul- taking. 
tuous. Je is faith which gets the pure mercy, the bread that 
hath no forrow with it; but unblief untunes the fpirit of man 

for the mercies of God, and we cannot tafte them, but with 
fome gravel, not winnowed wheat, but intheeare with the 
chaff tnit. The old fcent of the veffel, my meaning is, the 
remembrance of our quarrelling unbelief doth much abate the 
delicacy, andat leaft taintsthe more complete comfortablenefs 
of what is given to us. ' 


§, Or 


320 Surely Goodnefs and Mercy fhall follow me, erc. Ven 6. 


ee 
re, |. Or more untrufty in the fruition: Even becaufe we are fo 
trufty inthe diftrufting of God therefore may thefe outward bleffings | 
fruition, prove the moreuntrufty to us : of neceflity’we muft leave them: 
>- but many times ftrong unbeliefs are punifhed with fhort en- 
joyments ; God will give the mercies to upbraid our unbelief | 
this I can do, and he will quickly pull off the mercies again to i 
punifh our unbelief, and alfo thisI can do tothe unbelieving 
perfon. 
JA Now I proceed toa fourth Ufe from this, chat goodnefs and 
Truft upon the Mercy fhall follow us all the dayes of our lives, which is this 
Lordfor his therefore, aX the dayes of our life to tru? upon the Lord for hus 
mercies all the goodne/s and mercy tous , and with David here, to fet it down 
dayes ofour with confidence, that Surely, furely Goodneffe and mercy fhall 
lives: follow ws, ' 
Becaufe this is a fingular point, and the moft proper improve- 
ment of the text, Ywill the more largely infaft on it by declaring 
thefe particulars, 
1, The manner bow we muft perpetually trufi upon the Lord 
for his goodneffe and mercy, i i l 
2. The motives to excite us perpetually to truft. 
3. The meanes to enable us thus to do. 
4. The refolution and removal of [ome grounds Which dore- 
a or difturb our hearts from a perpetual trufting on 
m. 
Pean 1. The manner how we must truft on the Lord for his pera 
how we muł petral mercy and goodneffe. 
trut on Gad 1. We muff traft and work : Where the Lord affords meanes 
for his perpetu- -for any mercies, though we muft not rely on thofe meanes, yet 
al mercy. we muft ufe thofemeanes. Confidence and diligence muft go 
cay and together, Confidence in promifes, and diligence in callings. 
: God (indeed) isa free Agent and infinite, and therefore can 
work by any meanes, and above any meanes, and without any 
meanes but we are dependant agents, and muft not fo much 
look at the abfolute power of God, as to the ordinary difpenfa- 
tion of that power which isin fecond caufes and means (other- 
wife tis prefumption) andat the precept of God which isal- 
wayes fubfervient (ex parte noftra) to the executions of the 
oromifeof God. Now the Lord hath called men unto particu- 
lar orders and kinds of life and labour ( he made not manto 
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play but to work) and commands men in thofe particular call- 
ings to be faithful and diligent, and upon their faithful diligence 
hath promifed to diftribute and to continue his courfe of mercy 
and goodneffe. So then confidence in Gods goodneffe muft be 
accompanied with diligerce in our callings , the bread of sdle- 
nefe is neither [weet nor fure: but as our faith mult attend 
Gods promifes, fo muft our diligence attend our faith. The 
promife is (asit were) the mother to faith,and diligence ts (as 
it were) the hand-maid unto that faith: Ax eye npon heaven, 
and an hand uponthe plow, this is the way to reap an harveft : 
an eye upon Gods goodneffe, and wile induftrioufneffe in our 
places this is the {fure way to find bleffings, the diligent hand 
makes rich. 
2. We muf traft and be Sober: To boak of a vaft faith, and 
yet to be guilty of a wafting hand, is juft asif one fhould pluck Truk and be 
the tap outof the barrel, and yet perfwade himielf that God '°*" 
will ftill quench his thirft. No but as crue trufting in God re- 
quires diligence to obtain, fo it requires frugality to keep ; o- 
therwife we make God to be the Steward of our lufts, and not 
the Patron of our mercies. Theriotous and luxurious perfon 
is neighbour to the poor man, and he that will melt his mercies 
may jultly want them. God indeed doth promife to feed our 
bodies, but not our lult of gluttony , toclethe our backs, but 
not our luft of pride ; to quench our chirft, but not our luft of 
drunkenneffe. If we will truft for mercy, and ftillabufe mercy, 
in the end we fhal! find that our faith was bur fancy , and our 
eftates will be poverty. Butthetrue dependance, accompani- 
ed with a wife and {ober ufe fhall be fure enough of the length 
andcontinuance of mercies : the father though rich, will give 
a to the ftayed child , but holds up to the prodigal 
on 
3. Wemuft traft and Obey: Truft soodnefleand keep up- Truf and c- 
rightnefs. Uprightnefs though it be not nece{farinm canfans yet?! 
it is neceffarium recipiens, Reft ona good God,and walk be- 
fore a good God; how can we be confident if we be difobedi- 
ent. Evil wayes juitly raife in us fears of curfes, rather then 
expectations of bleffings : as the idle hand is neer to poverty fo 
the wicked heart is neer to curfes, It is but equal that God 
fhould decline them in the courfe of hisgoodneffe, who fall 
Tt from 
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from him inthe courfe of obedience , if thy heart be falfe, ne- 
ver puff upor deceivethy felf, thy mercies are not fure; difoe 
bedience either hath no poffeflions, or not tong : the life of 
wickedneffe is quite contrary to the life of faith, or benefic. 
But then werightly trut on Gods perpetual goodneffe, when 
we carefully look to wayes of uprightnefle, Tref onthe Lerd 


and do good, asd verily thou fhalti be fed, Phal. 37.3. And ma 


good thing will he withhold from themtbat walk, uprightiy, Piah, 
84.11. Truly (oryet (.2.) however, or without all doubt lec 
men think and fpeak as they pleafe and come what will come, 
yet)God ís good to Ifrael, evento fuch as are of aclean heart , 
Pfal.73.1. | 

4. We mutt truf on God and on none elfe but God, not part- 
ly.on the Lord, and partly on our own wifdom and Sufficiency, 
not partly on God, and partly on the arm of fief’, onthe power 
or kindneffe , or relations of men, °*Tis to -divide the body 
from the foul, or beames from the Sun. if we part our faith, 
we may juftly be parted from our mercies, we mult not multiply 
Gods, if we willhave the true God to multiply bleffings, If 
God be not trufted alone, he is not trufted at all. You may 
(without queftion) ufe all lawful means as your wifdom, and di- 
jigent, and lawful improving of your eftates, (not crufting on 
man) and you may. in a lawful manner ufe the counfel, love, 
and help of friends. But on none muft you truft except God 
alone, you now hit upon the ftring and vain of his jealonfie ; 
you touch him in the glory of a God, if youtrufton any but 
him; itis dangerous, as 7acob I fhall get acurfe in ftead of a 
bleffing, fo @e. He willbe fo far from bleffing you, that he 
will certainly inflict on you that heavy curfe, #er.17.§. Curfed 
be the man that traftéth in man, and maketh fieh his arm, and 
whofe heart departeth fromthe Lord,v.6 For he hali be like 
the heath in the defart, and foal not fee when good cometh, but 
hall inhabit the parched places of the wildernefe in a falt land 
aud not inhabited. And fo for confidence in our abundance; 
(when a maa makes the mercies which he hath received from 
God to be his God ) Zo, (faith David Plal 92.7.) This ss 
the man that made not God his ftrength, but trufted inthe abun- 
dance of bis riches, &c. This maninv. 5. isone that God will 
deftrey, and take away, and pluck out of his dwelling pec 
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and root out of the landof the living. Single Faith is the only 
way for fingular bleffings.If God alone be enough to thy Faith, 
he alone will be enough to thy condition. 

5. We muk traf and expe: Iwillhearken, faith David, Teuk and ez- 
what God tke Lord will (peak. Fora man to be fenfibleof his peat. 
wants, and apprehenfive of Gods fufficiency to fupply them,and 
hereupon to bow his knees in prayer, to befeech a continuation 
of mercies, to think juft then that God is willing to anfwer me, 
but then I rife up and never think ef that God and of his mer- 
cies more with any expectation that he will do me good, but 
fall to diftrufting as foon as I have done praying, and reafoning 
and concluding yee God will not dome good, this is anodd 
trufting , to truft and murmure , to trult and vex, to put on 
our feal, and pluck off our feal, to think that God is good 
whiles we are praying, and yet he will be unfaithtul when we 
arerifen. No, but we muĝ truftand maintain our trufting by 
a confident expectation that chat God whom we have thus tru- 
fted will furely do us good , as we muft look to him, fo we muft 
look from him. Faith muft have an Ear as well as a Tongue , 
it muft not onely report our requefts to God , but muft ex- 
pect Gods anfwer and decree (as it were) upon our re- 
port, 

6. We mut traft and wait, look, and look again, P/al.40.1. Truk snd wais 
] waited patiently, and he enclined unto me: Not trut God 
and limit God ; 1 know thou only art able to do me good, and 
wilt go fo, but chou muft do it xow ; thisisnot right trufting of 
God, for be that believes makes not haft. Then we dorightly 
trult on God, when 1. Weacknowledg him alone to be our 
allsfufficient God , the fountain ofall mercies. 2. Whenhis pro- * 
mifes of good draw us unto him. 3. When we move him in the 
` name of Chrift, and for his own fake, to make good thofe pro- 

mifes unto us. 4. Whenwedorely upon him, that he will be 
faithful unto usin the performance of thofe promifes. 5. When 
we expect this performance. 6. When we quietly wait the 
Lords leifure , committing the quantity of our mercies, and 
the feafon ofour mercies, andthe methods of conveyance of 
pant hs wholly unto the wifdom ofa good and of a faith- 
ul God. 


7. We mafi fill truf, and fil pray: Faith muft not fail Si ~~ ee 
Tea and 
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and Prayer muft not faint; but Faith muf fend out Prayer, and 
Prayer muĝ keep up Faith uatil God fupply us w th his mercies 
and goodnels. If at any time you would unlock the door of 
treafury, you muft then ufe your key and your hand, You fhall 
not want of mercy from God any time of your life, but then 
this trea(ure cannot be feccht out unleffe youufe the key of 
Prayer and hand of Faith. And therefore the Apoftle joyns 
thefe two together, Pkil.4.6. Be careful for nothing (do not 
you unneceffacily burthen your thoughts, diftra& your minds, 
vex your hearts, but caf your care on that God who careth for 


you) but in every thing (in every occurrence aud time of need, 


for what thing foever it be )let your reque/ts be made kaoWwn anto 
God. 1f inthat manner which I have delivered Faith goes out 
and Prayer goesup; itcannot be but like Nozbs Dove, they 
fhould itil! return with an Olive branch , or like the Bee, they 
fhould return with Honey, with perpetuated anfwwers of all ne- 
ceffary and convenient bleflings. 

Secondly, The Motives to excite us unto a perpetual trufting 
on God for his perpetual goodnefs and mercy. 

1. Inrefpect.of our felves > 

1.. Our perpetual Neceffity of his goodneffe and mercy : oc- 
cafions‘do ftill renew themfelves, which put us upon a depen- 
dance. Either ficknefle of body, or weakneffe of body, or pre- 
fervation of life, or bleffing on our labours , or fupply of fome 
{pecial exigeaces, we are everin fome ‘want or other of more 
counfel from God,or more wifdom from God,or more ftrength 
from Ged, or more food and cloathing from God, the fuppiy 
of all which is only to be had from God. We can nomore 
help our felves.at one time then at an other, our helps, our de- 
deliverance, our prefervations, our profperities, our fafecies 
are {till and oniy in his hands. 

2. Our perpertal Duty: Truf in the Lord (or ever, Ha, 26.4. 
fo that Prophet: and traf in him at all times, fo’ David, Plat. 
628. Itis nota peculiar or extraordinary duty, as faitingsand 
vowings are, which are to be ufed and made only upon fome 
{pecial and temporary occafions, but an ordinary, daily and 
conftant duty. As we de‘ire co live at all times, fo mult we cruft 
atallcimes. If he will be our God for ever,then our hearts muft 
rely and trukon him for ever. | ; 
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3.Our great Honour: This indeed is the life ofa Chriftian and Our great Ha- 

of a Child. It is the life of Heathens to vex themfelves with 9" 
cares, but itis che life of Chriftians co cat their cares on God. 
Now they are diftinguifhed from other men,and do th:.v them- 
felves tobe more then men, to have better hopesthen in earth , 
that they have a God who will never leave them nor forfake 
them. 

4. Our bet Comfort: Therefore is this'trufting called a re- Out belt Com- 
Ring, P/al 37.7. 1t will eafe you of all chofe unreafonable pi 
fcruples, and doubts, and hurrying cares and imaginations, and 
it will free you of all chofe cutting and opprefling fears , and 
in ftead of both ic will All your confciences with peace, and your 
minds with hopes. The believer ts above all wants and dif- 
comforts. Thou art never in the harbour until thou canh catt 
anchor by faith; thou arcabove all wants and fears of want; 
for the Lord will do thee good, he will not failthee ; this now 
is the ftrength of thy heart and the joy of thy heart. 

5. Our /#reff Gain; If you be nort lefs then believers, you Gg 
cannot be lels then pofle(fors, believe inthe Lird your God, fo Gain 
foall you be efablifbed , faid Jahofhaphat, 2 Chro.20.20. My 
heart trufted in bim, and I am belped faid David, Pfal. 28. 7. 

O how great ts the goodnefs which thos haft laid up for them that 
fear thee, Which thon haft wrought for them that truft on thee be- 
forethe fons of men, Plal.31.19. Mark the place, goodnefs is 
the thing which we defire, great goodnef that ts as much as 
wecan delire, O how great goodnefs , this is more then we 
need to deñre. Here is great goodne(s and fo great chat Da- 
vid cannot expre(s it, and therefore faith, O how great is, c¥c. 
and this unexorefflibiy great goodness is laid up laid up(s. )Kept 
fafe and fure as a treafury and fingular portion by the Lord (and 
therefore he faich which thou,7 hss baf laid up ) But for whom, 
for them that fear thee, abundan: and exceeding goodnefs is 
laid up forchem ; yea, it may belaid uo and never come out to 
them; nay, and now headds, Which thom haf wronghe for 
them that truftinthee. Mercy is laid up if we fear the Lord , 
and mercy fhall be laid owt , if we truf on the Lord, even that 
great and uautterable goodnels and mercy which thecyes of 
man never faw, nor the eares of man ever heard nor could it en- 
zer into the hearcof manto imigine, Ir we by faith — 
le 


~~ 


fie the Lord our God, he will thenmagnifiehis mercy above 
all his name ; God will be glorious in mercy if wedo glorifie 


him by beleeving. ) 
In refpe& of 2. Inrefpect of God. r 
God. 1. The Lord doth delight todo us good for ever: He takes it 


Goddothde- asan unworthy affront and vile prejudice to himfelf , when we 
lighttodous imagine that his hand is fhortned , that it canrot fave or that 
good forever. any thing is too hard for him(asin AZo/es)or that he faints and is 
weary. Itis no troublefome thing to him to lengthen a mercy as 
once to give it. Nor is it a burdenfome thing to him to hold 
open the fountain: he delights to fhew and continue greater l 
mercies then the things of the world come to, and therefore 
repines not to fhew himfelf the Lord of earth, whois willing 
alfo to fhew himfelfthe Lord of heaven. 
Hedoth de- 2. The Lord doth delight inthis, that we do truft npon him 
light intbis fOr our good: fo David affuresus, Pfal.147.11. The Lord 
chat we trut on taketh pleafure in them that fear him , inthofe that hope in his 
himforour mercy. Manis often troubledand grieved becaufe of the fre- 
good. quent feekings and relyings of othersupon him, for be hath ~ 
but a weak bottom, and his bounty is onely as water in a bucket, 
which may be all fpent, But the Lord doth not fo, forin him 
goodnefs is as water inthe Sea which can never be diminifhed 
orexhaufted, So faris he from it that he both commands and 
commends our trufting on him, {till and takes it for a kind of ho- 
nour that we do him, and indeed fo we do, we honour him moft 
when we truft him moft, for now we make hima God indeed , 
and our God, and exalt all his-ateributes, ec. 
Our erufting 3. Our trafting on bim doth frill ingage him: Thereare 
onhimdoth two things which do engage theLordto comeinto the good 
Sees of his fervants ; One ts his own faithfulnefs , he will remember 
i his Covenant forever. Faithful is he who bath promifed , who 
alfo willdoit, 1 Thef. 5. Another isouz faith; lookas if a 
bond be drawn of muiual Covenant, if both the parties put to 
their feales it is now firm . if we put to our feal of faith, to Gods 
Now you msy feal oftruth , now the Lord is fully engaged, a man may fue him - 
fue; now upon his Covenant ; Thou faidft that if I would truk thee, 
thou wouldit do me good; Lord, I do truft on thy word of | 
And now Godtruth , remember the word upon which thou haft caufed me 
will perform. to trut, And now the Lord will affuredly perform his Cove- 
A 
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nant. Read //4.26 3. Thos wilt keep him in perfett peace 
whofe mind is flayed on thee, becaufe be trufteth on thee. 

And now give me leaveto make a little digreflion for the aa; ai 
occafion of the Sacrament, this day you have heard that tem- sain mend 
poral goodne!s and mercy fhall follow the people of God all of the Sacra- 
their dayes , and it isas fure that fpiritual goodnefs and mercy meat. 
fhall follow their fouls; why doth the husbandman plow his 
land and fow his feed, and water the furrowes ftill, but that 
another crop is to come? 

And why doth the Lord continue fill his bleffed ordinances 
of Word and Sacrament: but becaufe he intends more fpiritual _ 
mercy and goodnefsunto our fouls? Two things the continua- 
tion of heavenly means may aflure Gods people of , One is 
of their -cwn imperfection, that they are yet but children he 
drawes outthefe breftfo much and often: When we need no 
more grace then need we no more means ; the ftaff is taken a- 
way when the perfon is perfectly recovered, and our perfect re. 
covery is not till we get into heaven. 

Anothet is of Gods conflant intention of the beft geod unto 
them: as theremoving of his ordinances is atoken of great 
wrath, fo thecontinuation of them isa fign of great mercy, 
both to call fome and to ftrengthen others. Now this is the 
prefent duty of you, who have (1 hope) in fome competent and 
confcionable meafure , fearched your wayes , humbled your 
hearts, renewed your repentance and defires after Chrift. I fay 
your main prefent duty is now, with David,to fay , Surely Faith now our 
goodne{s and mercy fhall follow me all the aays of my life, Sure- pre(ent duty. 
ly che Lord will do me yet more geod, who need it,and prize ic, 
and feekit. Tell me doef chou not need more {trength againtt - 
thy fins? more additions to the graces of faith, knowledg, love, 
patience , meeknefs? and more inlargements to thy affections, 
in fear, and joy, and hatred, and defire. and hope,and love, and 
delight? &c. more ftrength to thy heart for tendernefs,and foft- 
nels , foruprightnefs and ftedfaftnefs , for heavenly mindednefs 
and godline({s ? to thy life for more evennefs comlinefs ,wifdeme, , 
fruitfulnefs. © nowtruft on the Lord, trut onhimin and 
through Chrift for fpiritual mercy and goodnefs in all thefe to 
follow thee; believe onthe Lord that he will add more grace, 
more ftrength,more peace this day. 

1.Loc! The Lord Jefus is come again in the ordinance of + 1. Motives... 


Surely Govdnefs and Mercy {hall follow me, &c. V - 


taft fupper: he out of whofe fulne/s thou maift receive grace 
for grace; he inwhom areall the promifes are yea and Amen ; 
d he who hath faid, That fin pall not have dominion over you, but 
judgment fhal break forth into vičtory:he who by his death made 
thy peace, by his blood purchafed thy foul, by his Spirit hath 
changed thy foul, by his grace hath hitherto kept and preferved 
thy foul ; Jefus Chrift yelterday, to day and for ever ; heis the 
objet of thy faith for ever , as willing to give thee grace as to 
give thee heaven,as willing to add to thy good as fo beginit ; 
as willing to continue and finifh as tobegin and add. 

2. Here is the feal of God which thou maift look on this day 
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to affure thee of hisimmutsble goodnefs and mercy. What is 


the Sacrament a feal of ? furely of the New Teftament, of the 
Covenant of grace, and what is that Covenant ; but I wid be 
their God and they fhall be my people , I willfhew them mercy , 
I will give grace, keep grace, ftrengthen grace, comfort grace , 
crown grace, And isthis Covenant like that Covenant which 
the Jews brakeand vacuated ? Ono! itisan everlafting Co- 
venant, The Lord will never turn away from doing of us good. 
This Sacrament thenisthe feal of Gods gracious and eternal 
Covenant, how fhouldft thou put thy feal untoit. Truft on 
the Lord for ever, for in him is everlafting ftrength, everlafting 
soodnefs , everlafting mercy and faithfulnefs , thou needeft 
more pardon and grace , thou feekeft to him for more, thou 


prepareft thy felf for more, thou art even now going for more. - 


O then believe, believe, and thou fhalt find more and go home 
with more. 
3. The Sacrament wil! do you no good now, if you bring 

not faith now ; in renewed duties a renewed faith is neceflary 
Means to ena- f0% renewed mercies. True, the Habit continues and needs not 
ble co a perpe- to be renewed, bur the act muft be renewed as the child again 
cual truftiag on muft apply the mouth to the breft. You cannot rightly imagine 
Gods goodnels that your former atts ferve for all future tines. 
3 ye e Thirdly, The Afeans to ensbleus to a perpetual trufting 
viGion of Gog ON Gods goodne/s and mercy all the daze: of our lives. The beft 
in the peculiar that I can think on,I will reprefent at this time unto you. 
attribuxes of = 1, A chear and d ftintt convitlion of God in the peculiar attri- 
ne a bates of our help : as, 
Hisallfuficin | His Al/ufficiency. Inform and ftablith the mind and judg- 
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ment with the nature of that God whom thou ferveft, donot 

interpret him by the traditions of men, nor of thy own diftem- 

pers, nor of thy own thoughts. Hagar fawno more warer 

then was in her bott/e , and therefore fhe feared and \wept , She 

did not fee the fpring which was neer unto her, if fhe had, fhe 

had been quiet. We judg of God by that ftrength which we fee 

in man,and by that love we fee in man,and by that power which 

wefce in man,and by thofe raies and fhadowes of good which we 

fee in man,and becaufe we obferve an imperfection and frailty in 

the creature we are apt to judg of the fame inthe Creator : But 

the clouds are one thing and the Sea another, the ftreames are 

one thing and thefpring another: The Portion of }acob is not like 

idols nor yet like the creatures, he is infinite in goodnefs, there is 

no fearching of his underftanding , his mercies are like the great 

deep,and there is no end of his greatnefs. O Chriftian, the God 

whom thou ferveft isfo perfect, that no good can be added 

unto him , and fo full that all good comes from him and fo in- 

finite that nothing is diminifhed in him, te lofeth nothing by 

eternal communications of his goodnefs; what is the Sun im- 

payred by all the light which it hath given fince the Creation 

to this day ? he makes happy and yet is not the lefs happy , he 

makes good,and yet is never the leffe good, he fhews mercy and 

yet is ftill full of mercy. 
2. His Immutability: Donot fhadow and eclipfe the un- His Imaurabi- 

changeble God with imaginations of changes,what he was, that "7 

he is for ever ; his name is not,I was,nor isit T will be but Z am, 

is his name, even fehovab, by that will hebe known for ever : 

Was heable once , he isable forever , was he loving once, he 

will love thee for ever,was he merciful once,he will fhew mercy 

for ever; washe faithful once , he will keep truth for ever, 

fearch the Scriptures and perufe them well, thou fhalt find him 

like himfelf in his nature,like himfelf in his love, like himfelf in 

his Covenant , he will not alter the thing that is gon‘out of his 

mouth: When thou beholdeft God as he is in himfelf and as he 

hath made known himfelf, a ftrength without weakne%,a fulnefs 

without defect,a ftability without change,a fovereignty without 

dependance,a truth without falfhood, how will thy hegre hereby — os, 

be enabled to adventure for ever to tuft on him? thar be is our 

© 2, A folid demonftration that be is onr God: This God ts our God. < 
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An Advancing 
ftudy of the 
Promiles. 

3. Know them. 


Surely Gosdnefs and Mercy fhall follow mec.  Ver.6 


God (faith David, Pfal.48.14.) and thence concludes, be will be 
our Guide even to death. confeffe that a ftranger hath not that 
ground of confidence asa child;and he who fufpedts his intereft 
in God, will. not fo confidently beat up inhis hopes from God. 
When a man is fill to fay as they of David, what portion have 
wein David? {o,whatintereft have we in God? Abfolute 
fulneffe-when it is out ofa Relationis a weak motive, but then 
itis ftrongelt when it becomes Relative. Greatnefle and abi- 
lity ina father affects the fon much, and a rich manin bond i 
very apt to. quicken our confidence of the good which be under- 
takes., fo God in Relation, and God in Covenant, &c. 

Therefore reft not ina condition of doubtfulneffe, give all 
diligence to make it fure, that the Lord is reconciled to theein 
Chrift, that he is become a father to thee, that he is entred in- 
to Covenant with thee, and that ke hath by his own promifes 
made himfelf a debtor to thee. Thou wouldft not imagine 
what wings and ftrength this would add unto thy confidence of 
his perpetual goodnefie for thee ; thou_wouldft not fear to go. 
to thy father, nor to trut uponthyGod. J «methine, faith 
David, fave me ; and fo the Church, fee, we befvech thee, we 
are all thy people. | 

3. Anedvancing ftudy of the promifes;. the promifesiare 
to Faith , as the aire is to the wings of a bird , or asthe water 
is tothe-fins of a fifh, they bear up the heart and raife it unto. 
God. If you know not them in the feveral brancties of. them 
an{wering your feveral occafions; if you know them not inthe 
caufe of them that they are theexpreffiors of God, of the 
gracious intentions of a God who hath as much power to exe- 
cute them as he had will to makethem, itis impoffible that 
you fhould by Faith rife up unto God to truft upon him: but 


_ you muft acquaint your felves with the Word of God, ‘with 


í 


thofe precious promifes upon which Faith onely can work. 


Credit chem. And then as you muft-know them, {0 you multgive credit 


to them againftall words, though the moxntains Jhould be caf 
into the depth of the Seas, though the fig-tree fhould not bloffom, 
though thy heart fhould fay the contraty., believethem not , 
confult not with them’: though heart and ftefh fay tothe 
contrary, yet God is thy portionforever. HonourtheLord. 
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He will never leave thee nor forfake thee. ìt is God who 
hath faid it, who hath faid it and will perform it, Thou mait 
venture thy life, yea, thy Salvation upon what he hath faid , 
for he is able and faithful who hath promifed thee. If corrupt 
reafonings interpofe themfelves and queftion how it canbe, if 
unbelieving fenfe fuggefts | I can fee no hope or probability in 
all the world how this will beeffe@ed , fhut thy ears againft 
them and thy heart againft them , and fay , though I feeno 
means, I yet fee promiles; though I cannot fee the man who 
will do me good, yet I do fee the God that will do me good ; 
his word hath been tried feven times , I have his promife, I will 
live and dye upon it. Abraham did not confider his own body 
but God who promifed. 
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4. A Right improvement of Experiences; if thou wouldft A Right im- 
enable thy heart for the future, look unto what hath been paft. provement of 
e4 faph was quarrelling for che future, will the Lord be favos Experiences. 


rable no more | how doth he take off his heart from this and fet 
itright again? See Pfal.77.10. I willremember the years of 
the right hand of the moft bhigh. v.11. 1 Will remember the works 
of the Lord, (urely I will remember thy wonders of old. Aright 
remembrance enabled him toa future confidence. q.d. What ! 
The Lord be favourable no more, and merciful no more! a- 
way, away with thefe thoughts ; he who hath been merciful to 
me fo many years, fo able to do me good, and fo willing, that 
fometimes he hath almoft wrought wonders to do me good, hall 
I queftion this God for the future? indeed I did queftion his 
future goodneffe,but it was my prefent infirmity : and fo he rea- 
red up his faithagain. The like fhould we do, bring out expe- 
riences and they will revive our truftings: Why! J was asill 
deferving heretofore, as unworthy heretofore, as unable of my 
felf heretofore, in greater wants heretofore , I did then call up- 
onthe Lord and he heard me, truft upon the Lord and he help- 
ed me, he is as able now, as near now, as good now, as willing 
now, as faithful now ; I willtruft him again, for he will be faith- 
ful and good to me for ever. 

5. Keep up the power of Godline/s. Themorecareful life 
and the more confident trufting go together. Guilt in con. 
fcience is a great weakning to forwardneis in believing. Davids 
fins were fo hardupon him , that he was not able to look up; 
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the wounded eye is not fo ready to fee, and the wounded hand 


A right impro- 
ving of prefenr 
mucis. 


Be muchin 
prayer to God 
to help thy ua- 
belief. 


Scrupies refoly- 
ed. 


Lhave but lit- 
tlein hand. 
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isnot fo able co {tretch out and clafp, Great difputes in con- 
{cience ever breed great difputes with Gods promifes,, There- 
fore be not formalin a good way nor willingly wandring in an 
evil way ; but keep thy heart right, love che Lord indeed , 
fear him indeed, ferve him indeed, with an inflamed heart, 
witha perfect heart. Three things will come upon this: 1. 82- 
renity of Confcience, 2. Safety of Comforts, And 3. Confi- 
dence in Gode. Thou wilt not be afraid co go to a well plealed 
God, the promifes lye opento thee , what fhould hinder but 
that God will bleffe the upright, or that they fhould be- 
lieve it. 

6. eA right improving of prefent mercies: Mercies abufed 
may juftly make us fear whether the Lord will trut us with 
more fuch mercies: theill Debtor hath not the face or hope 
to come to his Creditor whom he hath wronged, or dealt un- 
kindly or falfely with. Theheart is ready to fink and checks 
ic felf when calling for more mercy, which knows that 
it made Gods mercies to ferve againft Gods glory. But the 
fervant who hath imployed the ftock for his matters advantage, 
may confidently come and defiremore fupply. If thou ufeft 
mercies well, chou wilt be more confident thit God (upon oc- 
cafions) will intruft thee with more. Thou haft the fame truth 
now to plead (his promife) and the fame end now to urge (his 
gldry.) Be faithfulin the poffeffion, and thou mayeft be confi- 
dent in the expectation of mercy and goodnefs. k 

7. Toall thefe add much Prayer to the Lord to help thy Un- 
belief and to increafe thy Faith. And likewife be confcientioufly 


converfant in reading and hearing-of his Word , and receiving’ 


of the Sacrament,through thefe isthe Arm of the Lord revealed, 
and by them as Faith is wrought, fo it is ftrengthened and ena- 
bled to all its acts. ` 


Fourthly, The Cafes of Scruples refolved and taken off which 
either keep off, or keep us weak in trufting on Gods future — 


goodnefs and mercy. 
Objet?. For a man objects, I fhould trut on the Lord that 
his goodneffe and mercy would follow me all my dayes, if I did 


x 


not jee fo little in hand, bur fo little. a portion is not ikea | 
baat yy Oi old. 
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hold out fora long life and many occafions. 

Sol. But firk, Arct thou fure that rhy ife ball be long ? per- An{wered. 
hapsit fhal! be fhort, very fhort, this night, the next day, or the 
next week, and then a little mercy may ferve for a little time 
Thou fhalt not need mercy for thy life, when life is 

one. 

. 2. But admit that thy life fhall be long, and that which thou 
haft for the prefent is little , yet thou halt nocaufe to diftrutt 
forthe future, A thing may be little in a double refpe@, 1.In 
the Quantity of it, 2.In the Cawfe of it. The Chriftians 
portion for externals may be little in the gwantsey of it, perhaps 
it may be no more then dai/y bread , but yet itis never littlein 
the cau/e of it, the caufe of thy little good, willbe a conftant 
caufe of fufficient good unto thee. As the light inthe morn- 
ing depends upon theSun, foa little under fupply, if they be 
but drops Rill trickling froma living {pring , will hold oucall 
thy dayes,fhouldit thou live as long as ALethufelat,. Not what 
thou feeft in hand, but in Gods promifes, isthat which mutt be 
the ground of thy confidence. This (I think) may ftay thy 
heart and fupport thy confidence, that God who hath given 
thee little will Rill give thee enough, for he hath faid, J wil se- 
ver deave thee nor forfake thee. i 

Obj. But many loffes are uponme , and my eftate begins to 
pine away, and therefore I fear that mercy and ee wie ah ye 
not follow me all my dayes. 

Sol. 1. Doft thou not live though? Haft thou not food and 
rayment ? If fo, then hitherto thou haft goodneffe and mercy. 
What if a man loofe five or fix ounces of blood? perhaps he 
might well {pare it, too muchin the veins caufeth Feavers and 
difeafes, Thou knoweft not but thy plenty might make thee 
fick; and what if God to keep thy foulright, hath retrained 
thee only to awholfome diet, to a moderate eftate, which 
though it be not fo large as before, yet is it a pregnant ceftimo- 
ny of his goodneffe and mercy. ‘The convenient eftate isal- 
wayes a good and the beft mercy. Again, thou haft loft no- 
thing which could be a fpring or caufe of perpetual good to 
thee, if ichad, ithad,nor been loft; the Sun is not down, 
&C. 

2. Bat baw comes this smpairing? If by finful acts , then 

’ x mend. 
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mend thy heart and God will mend his bleffings; do thy fir 
works, fo fhalt thou have (iffit) thy firt wages: If it comes . 
in a way of unavoidable providence, then obferve whether 
though much be gone yet fufficient is not left; fufficient not to 
Luft, butto Nature ; fufficient, not for the Wayes of finful ex- 
pending, but to the Duties of thy calling. If fo, then prefent 
„mercies are enough for the prefent, and thou haft {till caufe not 
only to truft God, but alfoto bleffe him. i 
Or thirdly, Suppofe that,(which is not) that all indeed were 
Joft, that thou haft nothing in hand, yet hat thou ftill caufe to 
truft , becaufe enough ftill appears in Gods promifes. . The 
Birds chirp and fing at noon, who yet know not wheretofinda 
fupper;, Providence to them isa continual Storehoufe : . Learn 
of them, if thou haft any thing to fupport, yet bleffe and truft, 
be confident that the Providence of a Creator, the Goodnefs 
of a Father, or the Promifes of a God will find out fomething 
‘(which thou mayeft call mercy) for the next meal. 
Weknownor Ob.Butwe know not what the Malice and power and cruel- 
whacthe malice ty of evil men may do, who may ftrip us of all. 
of men may do © §y/.7, It’strue, That if the mercies of the wicked be cruel, 
oct ed Without all doubt their cruelties are cruelty itfelf. 2. Buc 
Aniwecd ~~ then, thou art never fo in evil mens fingers, but thou are more 
in Gods hands; they may take away things but not mercies. 
As yet Divine Power hath kept Divine Bleflings, Why fhouldft 
thou queftion whether God will be able hereafter, who ‘is faith- 
ful now? It isnot what man can do, but what God hath pro- 
mifed: asthe infidelity of fome, fo the malice of none fhall e- 
vacuate his truth’; as our own hearts, fo our Enemies fhall be 
found Liars: no more but this, even in the worltof times 
thou haft the belt of promifes to look upon, and a God who 
will know thee in adverfities, as well as in liberties. I told you 
before, that though the candle may be put out, yet the Sun 
cannot , and Clouds will drop, when Pipes are ftopped. 
Ob. But yet fee no Probable wayes of my future [ubfiftexce 
I feeno proba- and how things will hold outwith me. 
blewayesof =» So/.1. Nay but do not play the foolifh Prodigal, who muft 
furure fubit- have all his portion in his own hands and then fpent alland came 
Aniwered. €O beggery.Itis far better chat God fhould difpenfe thy mercies 
. by degrees,then that thou fhouldft have fill the fight and com 
' _ man 
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mand of them, thy mercies were loft if thou wert the Mafter 
_ of them. 
2, Thou wouldit fcourge thy child to cry out thatit fhall be 
ftarved, becaufe ic hath not bread and butter in the hand, when 
yet there is great {tore in the cupboard: And what is due to 
chee who liveft upon prefent mercies, and haf a plentiful rever- 
fionof them for all feafons in the immurable promifes of a 
God ? 
3. De thou thy duty of walkinguprightly and diligently 
and to trut on God and leave it co him for the wayes and me- 
' thods: Believe me thou fhalt find him as good as he is able, 
and as wife as he is faithful. 
Obj. But yet we have heard,and perhaps feen many good Peo- Many of Gods 
plein great firasts. people bave 
Sol, “Tis true; He who hath promifed them mercy and beenin frairs, 
goodnefle, hath not yet promifed them exception from the Aniwered. _ 
croffe and troubles. 
2. Bue didt chou ever read or know any good manthat 
wanted mercy and goodnefle in his greateft trouble ? the thip 
may be in a ftorm, but was it without a Pilot? The good man 
bath alwayes that mercy which is a proper mercy for his con- 
dition, he hath the prefence of God in his affiftance, in his con- 
folation, in his direction, inhis patience, in his prefervation 
evento the very lat. Tothink that a good man muft alwayes 
have Plenty, Profperity, Digaity , Liberty, Health, ec. 
thisisa folly, as if Goodneffe and Mercy wereto be feen one- 
ly ina Sun-fhining day, oras if God didnot referve peculiar 
mercies for every chate ,; Goodneffe and Mercy are like the Sun 
which rifeth not onely in the Summer, but inthe Winter ; Read 
the Apoftle, Ar rhe worft, 2 Cor.4.8. We are troubled on every 
fide, yet noraiftrefied, Weare perplexed, bat not in defpair ; 
v.o. Perfecuted, bet nst forfaken, caft-down bat not deftroyed , 
there was much mercy in the midt of much mifery : yea,and 
a kitcle before this, 2 Cor.1.4, He faith of God, That ke com- 
forted themin all their tribulation. Men troubled but God 
comforted, and v.5. eds the fafferings of Chrift abound in us 
fo our confolaticns alfo abound by Chrif. So that here is no 
trouble without 1 comfort,nay no fuffering fo great but it is ex- 
ceeded by a greater comfort from Chrift. i 
to oe Obj.. 


we 
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Sbail we not 
be too bold in 


often trufting ? 


Anf{wered. 


Surely Goodnefs and Mercy {hall follow me, crc. Ver. 6. 


——— aMMa 

Obj. But fhall we not Be too bold in fooften coming and truft- 
ing on God fill, ftill, from dayto day. _ 

Sol. 1. Nay thenif Infidelity will turn into Modefty, and 
thou wouldft turn believing into a complement, I know no fuch 
{trains of courtefie at the Court of Heaven. =. 

2. With man this were a wife demurre; for we find it even: 
inthe higheft Profeflions of Love, and defires of being bold 
and free, yet frequency breeds a burden. We are apr to deal 
with people too familiar with our kindneffe, as with old fer- 
vants, caft them off : It is thus with vain man, with falfe-hearted’ 
man, but it is not fo with God. Repent to the higheft, be- 
lieve to the utmoft, thou fhalt neither confume his treafury, 
nor offend his kindneffe: He knowes, O man, that thou need- 
eft him daily, every hour, every moment, hetherefore calls on. 
thee, chargeth thee to come and truft , takes ic ill if thou miffe 
his door, if he doth not atall times upon all occafions hear of 
thee: heisnot weary of doing thee any good. 


Manyfof Gods Ob, But may not thisbe Worldline/s ftill to crave fot out- 


people have 


beeen in ftraits 


An(wered. 


ward Mercy and Goodneffe ? 

Sol. No, There isa difference *twixt a perpetual feeking 
and an only feeking Itis duty Seill to feek our bread from heaven, 
though it is finful worldlinefle , when we feek bread onely. 
2. And *Zwixt Daily feeking,and Principal feeking: if we 
feek for them as the beft things we fin; if we feek them as fub- 
ordinate to the beft things, now it is but che ating of duty. 
Outward mercies are not fo fufficient, as to feck them Only, nor 
fo high, as to feek them Primarily, nor yet fo low a cypharas 
to neglect the feeking of them VVboly. God hath given them 
to us for the prefent, and hath promifed them unto us for the 
future and therefore we may feek unto him for them, andalfo 
truft upon him for them, that fo Goodneffe and Mercy may fol- 
Jowus allthe dayes of our lives. | 


PsA Le 
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—— And I will dwell in the Houfe of the Lora 
for ever, 


HE former words declared David’s Coxfidence, and thefe 

lak words do difcover David’s Confcience. God will 
follow David with mercy all his life, and therefore 
Davia will follow God with duty allhisdayes, So that in this 
verfeGodand Mando meet, Mercy and Obedience, Goodne/s 
and Godline/s embrace each other. Here isa (ontinaed de- 
Scent of bleffing from God, and alfo a Conftant rent of fervise 
from David. 

I will briefly open the terms, and then infift on fuch Propofi- 
tions as naturally refult from them, 

17] (.4.) David, who had received fo many mercies already 
and was aflured of the perpetuity and duration of them. 

Will dwell | Revertar faith e4rias Afontanns: Perhaps he 
thought David had a mind of Heaven, unto which he fhould 
be (after all goodneffe participated here on earth) gracioufly 
turned over atlalt, Requicfcam faith Pagnin, Iwill ret, ee. 
and indeed if any houfe be our reft, it is the houfe of God. Se- 
debo faith Afufculus, I will fit, not ftep in and then run out, 
but Stay, ebide: wereadit Hatirabo I will dwell. To dwell 
in a place is more then to view it or eatin it, or lodge init. Ic 
imports a willing and fetled refidence: indeed Habito, I do 
dwell, may be capable of conftraint ( prve is me that 1 muft 
dwell in Mefech {aid David) but Habitabo I will dwell, this 
implies a voluntary and delightful refidence, and not onely ref- 
dence but alfo employment, cc. 

Inthe heufe of the Lord | The houfe of God is fometimes 
taken for, 1 Heaven, thisis that Upper Houfe, that Houfe of 
State, Z» which, Chrift faith, Joh.14.2. There are many Man- 
fions. S. Panl callsica ‘Building, not made with bands, eter- 
nal in the heavens, 2 Cor.5.1, Even the poorel Saint who 
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hath not aay houfe onearch, hath yet an houfe in heaven. 
2. The Church or people of God, whether diftributively , e- 

very pious perfon is Godshoufe Hebr.3.6. or colledively and 

thus itis fometimes taken fora particular affembly, 1 Tiw.3.5. 

and fometimes for the Catholick Church, He5.3.2. 

# 3. Mount Moriah, where David intended to build a Tem- 

ple tothe Lord, but Solomon builthim aa houfe which Fem- 


. ple wasafgure of the Church of God The Houfe of the 


ma sand. 


Dect .1. 
The Church; 
of God is the 
toufe of God. 


Lord (inthis place) istaken for the Temple of the Lord, the - 
place of publickand folemn worfhip where facrifices were of 
fered. and other holy duties performed of praying and praif- 
ing God. | 

For ever | Leorer jamim , In longitudinem dicrum for length 
of dayes, along time, all my time will I {pend where God is 
worfhipped and inthe worfhip of God: Cum Membris Ec- 
clefie in cultu publico, faith CMu/culas upon this place, 

There are three Propofitions obfervable out of thefe words, 
Viz. 

r. That the Church is the Houfe of God. 

2. That we mult join our felvesfor ever to the rublick wor- 
fhip and fervice of God. 

3. That fingular mercies fhould lead us on tothe moft fingu- 
lar duties. 

That the Chu-ch of Godis the Houfe of God, thereis Eccle- 
ra Malignantinum, this is Domus Iniquitates , the: Divel’s 
Chappel. 2. Militantium, Thisis Domus fanit ita’ i, God's 
Oratory. 3. Trinmphantium , This is, Domus Majeftatis, 
the Houfe of Glory. 

The Church is fometimes taken 5. 

Locally, For the Recipiens , and this is Domus Dei too, 
Quoad feperationcm, itisaManfion fet apart and devoted to 
God for his worfhip, and Qxcad Operationem, Godis pleaf- 
ed to fill this Temple with his Glory inthe faithful aud power- 
ful efficacies of his Ordinances, x 

2. Perfonally: For the (onffituens , and fo the Aflembly 
profefling the true Faith and Worfhip of God is Domus Dei : 
As in an houfe, there 

1.18 Fundamentum , the corner-ftoneupon which allis laid, 
forthe Church hath its foundation even Jefus Chrift and none o- 
ther. ‘OV Paa a T ee 2 Are. 


t 
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2 Are mummenta, as the pillars and beams; fochereare 
feveral truths and Articles of faith which ftrengcthen and pre- 
ferve the Church. 

3. Arefeveral rooms: Some large, others narrow, fome 
high, others low: So inthe Church there are Chriftians, fome 
of alarger ftaturein grace , others of a narrower degree and 
compafs. 

4. Several officers: Oneabove , another under ; fo inthe 
Church there are feveral perfons, fome above, and fome below, 
fome to teach and govern, and fome to be caught and govern- 
ed. 

5. Several provifons for thofe of the houfhold , whether 
men or babes, fointhe Church there are feveral gifts, fome 
for to edifie the ftrong Chriftian others to edifie the weak Chri- 
ftian 

6 Mafter and fervants: So inthe Church Chrift is the 
mafter, and all the faithful are his fervants , He gives laws, and 
they give obedience. 

But I pafs over this affertion , and proceed to the fecond. 

That we muft dwell in this honfe of the Lord for ever (ê. ) We mult dwell 
We muft perpetually joyn our felves with the people of God, in this boufe of 
in the publick worfhip and fervice of God. the Lord for c= 

For the manner of worfhipping God it is two fold. viz, ei- ‘°" 
ther. 

Private and perfonal ; which is performed by our felves a- Worin private. 
lone , as private reading , meditating, praying , cc. publick 
and common , which is donein the joint fociety of Chriftians, Bu: ia publick. 
as publick preaching, praying receiving of the Sacraments, and 
praifing of God by many. 

This was enjoyned in che old law, when the Jews hada fo- 
emn place defigned byGod himfelf for publick worfhip, herker 
the Tribes went np to worfhip,Plal.122.4.Even the Tribes of the 
Lard, untothe Teftimony of Ifrael, to give thanks unto the name 
of the Lord. What s the fign that I fhall go up tothe beufe of the 
Lord, faid Hezekiah in }fa.38.22 And it was likewife in practice 
by the Apoliies amongft whom we read of Peter that he went 
to the Temple-at the how of prayer ; and we read of meetings 
the firft day of the week , and S. Paw! impofechicas a charge, 
not to forfake the aflembling of our fel ves togeth:r, Heb. 10.25- 
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and reproveth ‘nthe Corinthians, not that they meet together, 
but only when it wasfor the worle, [know it fatishes [ome if 
they do any thing at all for the private, and others that they 
joya with the Catholick Church, but yet more is required | we 
mut joyn with fome particular Church in publick wor- 


fhip. ’ 
a (ons. The reafons whereof I conjecture may be thefe. 
Divineintiue 1-Divine Inftitation : which hath appointed the Church both — 
tion, for his publick worfhip and other publick meanes of good. 
a Mar.18.17 
al a 2. Divine prefence: It is true that God is prefent in all 


places, nor is he excluded from any, but in his publick ordinan- 
ces, there heis moft efpecially prefent , «Mar.18.20. waere 
swoor three are gathered together in my name , there am Linthe 
midft of them, See Acts 2,1,2. Cc. 4.31. 

3.Divine Glory : Which is by this means publickly pro noted 
and propagated, many convinced, many converted, many en- 
couraged, &c. 

Divine pro- 4. Divine promife: There hath God covenanted to pour 
mife. out histreafure, to as/wer wonderfully in righteonfnefs , Phal. 
65 5. And to command the bleffing, Phal 133.3. 

(ue own pro- ṣ. Ouar own profeffions We areto diftinguifh our felres 
feflton. from unbelievers, and to make publick notification of our faiths 


Divine Glory. 


Though faith be private, yet ske profefficn of it muft be common. 


and puolick, 
Qurmutual e- 6, Our mutual edification: We are to edifie one another. 


dification.  Heb.10.24,25. But this cannot be without fociety, œc. 
m aad pa The firftufe of this fhall be to reprove tkofe who abftain or 
¢proof of. 


chore who for- @itharaw themfelues fromthe publick places of Gads worfbip > 


fakethe Alem- Many are at home imployed in- worldly bufinefs or carnal. 


bly. fports , when they fhould beat the Congregation, they wil- 
| lingly eltrangethemfelves from the affemblies of the Saints, 
and are ferving the Devil when they fhould be ferving God : 

Others proudly conjecture that they can receive as much good 

- at home, by reading of a good Book, as they fhall by coming. 

to hearthe Word publickly taught chem. Though frit their 

ftudy (if it be ftri@ly examined) is onely a pretence of doing 

fome private good. Secondly, They be generally moft remifs 

ip allfamily and private duties: Thirdly, Private performan- 


ces... 


b. 


Ver.6. And Iwill dwell in the Houfe of the Lord for ever. 


ces muft fo be done, as withall, to make way foi, and to give 
way unto publick Ordinances, Fourthly, Their example brings 
a prejudice on Gods publick worfhip, and ftrengthens others 
ina total neglect of Gods publick worfhip and fervice. Fifthly, 
And why are the publick Ordinances appointed? Others con- 
fcientioufly pretend againft the publick affemblies, becaufe of 
mixtures with evil men, and humane inftitutions, and Ordinan- 
ces which they imagine to be utterly incompatible with the di- 
vine Ordinances. To thefe much might be faid in a large way 
againft the many exceptions which they take and make, and the 
weak and erroneous grounds, upon which they build onely this 
for the prevent. 

1, The Church militant is mixt of good and bad. 

2. Though there be not anintrinfecal Union of all , yet if 
there bea common profeflion of the fame faith , there is no 
complete reafon fora local , though there be for an affectio- 
nate feparation. 

3. Humane inftitutions are of two forts, either prefcribing 
a direct and immediate worfhip,as they of Rome do for invoca- 
tionof Saints,adoration of the hoft, cc. Or dire@ing about 
the worfhip of God, the which being indifferent in themfelves 
are not reafons fufficient fora publick feparation. 

4.Things introduced circa cultum about the worfhip of God, 
are either, r. Simply evil, and manifeftly idolatrous, in fuch 
cafes we may feparate. 2. Doubrfully good, in fuch cafes 
Chriftians fhould ftudtoufly and humbly feek folid refolutions , 
and ftill keep co the publick fociety. 

5. There is a double fociety withevil men, ‘‘ Eitherin their 
particular actions and wayes which are evil, this is not to be 
done. ‘ Orintheir publick act.ons, as the prefenting of them- 
felves co the Ordinances , and this may be done, for though the 
men be evil, yetthofe actions are duties common to evil men 
and good. Imuftnotceafemy duty becaufe an evil man pre- 
tends towards it, ‘* /tit a great mifery and carfe to be debar- 
redof the Society of Saints. Icwas Cains curfe to be driven 
from the face of the Lord, and to be a Vagabond, “ Again, 
Separation from the Affembly of Saints is a ready way either to 
Apoftacy and Errors in Judgment,or Wickedneffe in Life. See 
Heb.10.23,25, The great hereticks (anciently ) were sei 
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Clem. 
Exhortation to 
forwardne‘s 
in attending 
upon the pub- 
hek Ocdinan- 
EEN 


fchifmaticks, they firft left the Society of Chriftians, and then 
impugned the truths of Chrift. “And What hope of Sociery 
with Saints in heaven, when a Voluntary Derelittion of their So- 
ciety on earth? ifwe will not be fellow-Chriftians fhall we ever 
be fellow-Citizens. 

But to thefe perfons I would prefent thefe confiderations , 
By their voluntary abfenting of themfelves from the publick 
Ordinances, they do 

1. Deprive themfelves of Chrifts Special prfence: The Or- 
dinances are the very Arms of Chrift, by which he manifefts 
himfelf wonderfully in all his Offices. He hath not defigned 
them as vain and nominal Images, but as lively Oracles, and fin- 
gular Conduits for grace and comfort. 

2. Deprive thimfelves of all Minifterial inftruflions : The 
Lord calls men to the work of the Miniftry and by his good Spi- 
rit gives them gifts, and graces, and afliftances for their work, 
which is to gather and convert fouls, and to build up and 
ftrengthen fouls, and to refrefh and comfort fouls, of all which 
the Church-decliners debar themfelves. 

3. Deprivethemfelves of all Sacramental good: No marvel 
they go with fuch unbelieving hearts, with fuch cold affections, 
with fuch remiffe graces; who deny unto themfelves the Seal of 
the Almighty, the fight of the blood of Chrift, that fweet coma 
munion with him in the Sacrament. l 

4. Deprive themfelves of the publick good of pablick Wor foip : 
The prayers of the affembly of the Saints are al:ifonantia fuf- 
piria, like thofe ofthe Apoftles, they fhake heaven and earch ; 
but as Peter faid to Simon Magus, Thou haft no part nor portion, 
fo we may fay to thefe, in all the fingular good which is drawn 
down from God by publick worfhip, Thefe felffequeftrators - 
have no part or portion. 

Obj. Indeed they who are detained by an immediate effect of 


divine Providence. Por 


Sol. The good may run to them from the publick Market , 
but fuch as voluntarily detein themfelves from publick worfhip, — 
I fear, are far from publick bleffings, 

But I hope better things of you, though I thus fpeak, and my 


Exhortation to you fhall be this, That as amongft all the City, 


you have exprefed your forwardnelle to the publick worfhip of 


Goi, 
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God, fo you would ftill continue in the fame, 

1. Othe Ordinances of God they are precious things ! they The Ovdinan- 
are the Oracles of God for Wifdom, Treafures of God for Be- €s —_ ey 
nefit, Chambers of prefence for Expreffion of favour : The Preiom? ine 
Ark (which was the publick teftimony of Gods prefence) was 
the glory of Hrael. If God fhould fend a famine of the Word 
and fhut up thefe publick places with publick calamities, or but 
a while reftrain fome of you from them by perfonal ficknefles, I 
believe you would be like the fifhout of the water, and you 
would highly account of them then, and pant after the living 
God and cry out with David, When foall I appear before God? 
and confeffe with him, P/a/.84.4. Bleffed are they that dwell in 
thy honfe, they will be Rill praifing thee: and v.10. A day in 
thy Conrts is better then athoufand. Thereyou have the mft 
excellent fociety, not only ofmen, but of Angels, not only of 
Angels, but alfo of the bleffed Trin.ty. There you fpeak to 
God, and there God {peaksto you, }cfeph and Mary found 
Chriftinthe Temple.. There you have the moft excellent im- 
ployment, a kind of heaven upon earth: The works! not poor 
and carnal, bucallofthem heavenly and fpiritual, reading, 
preaching praying, blefling of God. There you difcern the 
moh excellent cperations, counfels, directions, comforts, con- 
victions, &c. One manraifed from the dead by hearing the 
voice of Chrift , another man delivered from Satan by that 
power of Chrift here made manifeft in weaknefs ; another freed 
from fetters of unbelief, and like the Cripple healed, leaping 
for joy ; foa particular hearer enabled to believe, and in be- 
lieving to rejoice with joy unfpeakable; another cured of his 
pride, another of his hardneffe, fins, temptations, impediments, 
doubts diffolved and broken dowa, graces,comfort, ftrength: 
diverfely and fingularly imparted, 

2. Thevery Sociatton of eur (elves with the people of God in To Afforiace 
publick,iscf great influence. The weak Chriftian ( much in iy i 
tears ) keeps humility in the {trong Chriftian. The ttrong A eas a 
Chriftian(much in joy ) ftrengthens the weak Chriftian in Faith Dia 
and hope. What affections do we, as it were, impart to one a- 
ther? how we raife the hearts of each other to pray, to hear, to 
ling? we not only act our own parts but help others,and are by 
shem interchangeably helped again, with wifdom , patience, 
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courage, &c. and holy affe@ions. 

Our cutiessre 3, Our duties are more ftrongly Efficacions in the publick: 

Ei frorglY Ifa fingle prayer may do much with God, what will a band of 

fcscious. Prayers (anarmy of them) do? a threefold cord , &c. when 

there isa common cry and agreement, when many Saints at 
once cry out, Father, pity us, {pareus for thy mercies fake, be 

PublickAn. CO God, remember us for thy Names fake, &c. 

wers af 36 4. The publick sAnfwers are of moft power: Private anfwers 

moft power. More fcrupled then the publick, and never fetled by them ; now 
the Broad Seal comes to the Privy Seal. Even thofe comforts 
which we found in private, and perhaps fufpected, if yet we find 
the Lordin his publick Ordinances to fealthem, they ate more 
firm and fatisfying unto us. Now think of thefe things, and 
for the time to come loofe no more Sermons, no tore Sacra- 
ments , ifthou believeftthat the Lord hath appointed them, 7 
and is prefent with them. I befeech you then, fin not againft 
-your own fouls, neglect them no more, but prze them more , 
make more ufe of them, leaft the Lord remove the Candle-ftick, 
and depart with his Ordinances, and beftow them on a people 
which will fear him and improve them better. 
~- Now the Means to keep us clofeto the Ordinances in pub- 
Jick, are thefe, 

1. Humility of heart: The full foul defp feth the honey- 
eomb, Our needs are yet many, the earth needs the Sun every 
day. Our veffels, though caft, are not fully finifhed; Grace 
is yet weak, and Corruptions too ftrong. Aad confider, 

2. The power of God in his Ordinances to cat down, to 
raife and build up. 

3. The Wildom of God to prefcribe and continue them ; if 
he hath a tongue ftill to fpeak, we muft have ears ftiil to 
hear. 

But I haften to the third and laft Propofition , which is this, 
viz : 

D3 That fingular mercies fhould lead ns onto the moft fingalar 
A inthe duties, Everlafting duttes fhould attead everlafting mereies.[ Z 
cies thould lesa Well dwell in the honfe of the Lord for ever. | 
us on to fingu- Thus was it with David elfewhere, P/al.116.8, Thon haf 
ler Duties. delivered my foul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet . 

from falling, (great mercies, many mercies) v 9. I will i 
la 
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before the Lord inthe land of the living. What’s that? (.i.) 
As long as I live I will ferve my good and merciful God, and 
therefore he geminates the wordsin Pfal.16. O Lord ,traly I 
am thy fervant, Iam thy fervant; Thine] am, and thine I will 
be. Thus was it alfo with Hezekiah, 1fa.38.20. The Lord was 
ready to [ave me, therefore we Will fing my fongs to the firinged 
Inftruments all the dayes of onr life in the hou(e of the Lord. The 
man was lately at deaths door, but God recovered him and 
fhewed mercy on him: How doth he take the mercy? why, 
to the houfe of God goeshe, and there he will ferve the Lord , 
not fora fit,or a while, but all the daies of his life.But now when 
I fay, That mercies fhould lead on duties, or that conftant mer- 
cies fhould make us conftant fervants, I mean the Affertion 
thus, 

Whether the mercies be Prévative in deliverances, or Pofi- Mercy,whether 
tive in blefling of us, Spiritual to our Souls, or Temporal to Gimi = 
our Bodies and eftates ; whether the one,or the other, or both, “agai? am 
all of chem fhould lead on to Dary. ral. oe 

1. With more Watchfulnefs and Exattnefs: The Righte- Leadsto duty, 
ous God fhould have fervants , but the Bountiful God diligent With more 
fervants, Mercies fhouldasit were trim up our duties, raife Wstchtulnels. 
us to more care and ftudy to pleafe the Lord,as the candle buras 
clearer after {nuffing. 

2. With more Affeftionatenefs: The Holy God hath fer- wich more Af- 
vants, but the Merciful God fhould have chearful fervants. The fe&iona:cne:s. 
Lock fhould turn more readily after Oiling, and the Heart be 
more hearty after Bleffings. We fhould ferve the Lord with 
more delight and liberty of fpirit. (Like the green grafs after 
fhowers, &c. ) 

3. With more Fasthfulne/s: We fhould now fo Serve the with more 
Lord, that we will Serve none but the Lord ; no fins, no times , Faithfulnefs. 
no perfons in any finful wayes. 

4. With more Refolutene/s, again{t all fears, and threats,and Wich more 
troubles, through good report and ill report, againft the ex- Relolueneis 
amples and pra&tifes of others as 7o/b#a, and contempt of others 
as ‘David. We muft ferve him in the heat of the day, who 
hath fookt upon us in the cool of the day. 

5. With more Vigorou/ne/s : After mercies we fhonld ex: With more 
ertallour ftrength, go almoft beyond our felves, put out our Visoroufaefs, 
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very belt of parts, and hearts to worfhip and glorifieGod. In- 
differency is a grofs iniquity, after much mercy, and the dull fers 
vant is almolta ftranger,and as no fervant. 

6. With more fruitfalne(s: Like trees watered in the fpring; 
we fhouldabound inthe work of the Lord, double our works 
where God hath trebled his mercies, by better feciety, better 
indufiry, better counfel , becter affections, better converfati- 
Ons. 

7. With more ftedfaftne/s: Not ferve the Lord with une. 
ven feet, nor yet with wearied feet, but keeping in, and keeping, 
on in the good way and work of Ged, all our dayes. ` 

O#jed. But why conlant fervice after conftest mercies? 

Sel. 1. Becaufe duty is the end of mercy: See Rom.2 4: 
Mercies are not given as Tombs to look on, butas chariots te l 
carry us on with more delight in our journey toheaven. There 
is mercy Withthee that thou maif be feared, faid David, Pfal. 

130.4. 


More mercies 2. More mercy ts fiill anew obligation to more obedience: 4 
isanewobli» There is a difference twit the paymentof a fervant , andthe 
gation. encouragement of a Child, the fervant is paid his wages, and 
then there is an end of his fervice: The Child receiveth a gift, 
and thischeers him up to obey his Father more, Weare bound l 
in fervice to God all our lives (till we are out of our time or Ap- 
prentifhips ) both for the abfolute authority he hath ftill over 
i us, as alfo for the perpetual equity of his righteous will; but 
belides thefe , there are Gods cords of love, the tokens of his 
affections which ought to infiame our hearts with anfwerable 
love, and that love wili bring obedience withic. CAfercies are ~ 
‘+ Gods gifts, but yet they raife our d. bts, 
Goliseobe 3> Godis to be hossured with his mercies: But when we- 
honoured with ferve him moft, we honour him beft. He doth not give his _ - 
his mercies. merciestous, to ferveour felvesor ourlufs, but for hisho- . 
nour and our comfort, and encouragement. | 
Wemulcive 4. We muff givean account for mercies received: : Theac- 
an account for count will be heavy, if our fervice be bad; you know what be- 
mercies. came of the fervant, who did not ufe the Talents. i 
Ufe T This ferves to reprove a world of people, who prove idle- 


Fenants afterall mercies; mercics inthe womb, inthe birthyar 
tke brefl, in Childwosd, praze, in placing, in calling, in preferve: 
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ing in delivering, in recovering, &c. like the Ifraelites who be- 
came the vileft people in the goodlieft Canaan, or like the high 
mountains which the more exalted they are, the more barren 
commonly they are, What ufe made the Church anciently of 
all her profperity ? when times grew morecafie and {afe,and 
rich, it became more proud and forgetfulof God. Nay, fee it 
in our felves; our low mean, ftraitned, diftreffed, fick dayes are 
the times of higheft fcekings of God, and molt careful walking 
beforehim: The higher Sun, theleffer fhade, The ccldatre 
begers the puret whiteft Snow , the which is melted again 
by the heat of the Sun; fo ec. Our worft times ufually 
are our bef , for when plenty comes , when health comes, 
when more mercy comes, all our tears are driedup, {trict- 
nefs of duty is laid afide, we hardly know that God is our pro- 
fperity, who knew our fouls and bodies, in the dayes of our ad- 
verfity. 

This,though I would fay to fuch who prove either lefs good, Ourunsniwere 
or more wicked, afterall Gods mercies, this unanfwerebe- 22°¢"t's to 
nefs m¢rcie:. 

1. Isan indecent thing: As incongruous, as Pharaohs ilids an indecent 
favoured kineina plentiful pafture. Two things are very un- thing. 
Becoming, one to fee men impudent in evil, when Gods hand 
of judgment ison them ; another to fee them barren in Good, 
when Gods hand of mercy is on them. 

2. It isa very finful thing: Deyethusrequite the Lord ? Avery finful 
faith Mofes to the Ifraclites, Dew?. 32. Of all fins, ingrati- "8: 
tude to God is one of the worft,and of all ingratitudes nose like 
this, to be more finful where God hath been more merci- 
ful. 

3. Isavery dangerous thing: for what comes of it but this, A very _¿snge- 

| y. The comfort of former merciesis gone, 2. The blefing "°" "S 
on prefent mercies is removed, 3. And the hope of future 
mercies is funk up ? Ifafter good mercies we turn evil fervants; 
mercies will leave us, and curfes will follow us : If mercies make 
us nët good fervants , judgments will find us out and punith us 
for bemig evil. It isan argument that the perfon is not good, 
whom: mercies make not better, and that God will draw off 
racrcies, if we draw off our duties. 
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Since everlaiting and continued mercies, fhould be attended 
with everlafting and continued duties; ‘let us therefore be kam- 
bled for our former neglects, and naan{werablenefes, ( Oit 
fhould cut our hearts, that ever a good God fhould be flighted, 
that we have made no better ule of Gods mercy and goodnefs 
towards us. ) | 

And for thetime to come let us ftrive To match Adercies and 
Duties together, that Righteoufnefle and Peace may kiffe each 
other, that our Obedience may afcend unto God, as his Blef- 
fings do defcend upon us, that he may find us faithful Servants, 
as we find him ftill to be a bountiful Mafter. 

For the executing of this, let us 

I. Oftes and ferioufly with a diftin# furvey, perufe the 
manifold mercies of God unto ws, Mercies lofe themfelves and 
make no-impreffion when they are inconfiderately tumbled up, 
like Counters when jumbled together they make no fumme. As 
it is with our finnes when we make them but a general notion 


(that Weare all finners) they never melt our hearts to forrows. 


fo when the mercies of God are confufedly thought on ( God 
hath been good tow) this affects not our hearts unto Obedience: 
But ferioufly and’ articulate'y review Mercies, fuch Mercies to 
your Boddies, fuch to your Soules, fuch to your Eftates, fuch. 
to your Tradings, fuch to your Selves, fuch to your Children, 
Families, fuch atime the Lord delivered my Ship from drown- 
ing, my Houfe from burning, my Eftate from ‘cofenage, 
my Body from fickneffe , my Life from death, ec. Now 
your hearts. will be excited to fear- and ferve that God 
better. 

2. Efpecially if (inthe fecond place) you likewife admit of 


own unworthi- two.other confiderations, One is yosr own. utter unworthinels 


nefs of the 
kak Mercy. 


of the teaft of all the Adercy and Goodneffe which God hath. 
fhewentinto you. That you have been a very finful people 


and have deferved no Mercy, but Wrath and Hell-fire, and all. 
forts of Curfes, Curfes, continued Curfes, inftead of Mercies, - 


continued Mercies , that. where youfeea Mercy, there you. 
might have felt a Curfe. Itisof the Lords Mercies that we 
are not confumed, and notwithftanding our finfulneffe and un-. 
worthinefle, yet his mercies are renewed every morning ,. 
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Another isthe Scope and intention of Mercies that they fweet- +), Seve and 

ly befpeak us to better Obedience, asif every Mercy fhould fay intention of 
thus, Saith Eafe, Thou waft in grievous pain and greatly un- Mercy. 
fitted thereby to ferve God , I am now come from the 
Lord unto thee to remove that from thee that thou mayf 
enjoy thy felf better , and ferve thy God better : And 
fo faith Health , Thou watt lately in a dangerous condi- 
tion , the fhadowes of death were upon thee , aud thou 
then wert neither fit to receive, nor able to doany good; 
Now I am fent alfo from the Lord to deliver thee again 
into the land of the living; now make peace with Ged, 
now ftudy his Will more , now order thy heart and life 
better for his Glory ; So faith Plenty , In the dayes of 
penury thou waft filled with cares and feares, thou didit 
fpend thy time in worldly projects and vexations, now 
the Lord hath fent me to take off thofe fhackles, and 
fetters, and he hath bleffed thy Eftate that chou mighteft 
attend to his fervice without carking care , or vexing 
fear, &c. 

3. When mercies come, Strive (therefore) to love the God Lave tke God 
of thy mercies: Confider out of what a kind affection mercies thy Mercies 
do fpring, and alfo what tender expreflions they are of them- 
felves, and what peculiar fuffrages, and helps and comforts 
they are to thy perfon and condition ; how proper thy fupplies 
are, how fad thy condition without them, and hereupon excite 
thy heart to a better love of this good God, and know this, 
that where the heart ts raifed to a better love of God, it will be 
inabled to a better ferviceof God. No fervices are fo ready 
or fo eafie , or foexact, or fo {tedfait asthofe which love be- 
gets. 

4. Asfoonas any New mercy comes, humbly acknowledge Humb!y ac- 
before the Lord, his free Grace, and continued goodnefs unto knowledge che 
thee, and befeech him by his Spirit of wifdoms to teach thy heare free Grace of 
further by it to Fear and ‘erve him, put out your mercies as O22 34 beg 

; ‘ . Wilao!nco pro- 
you do your monies prefently , mercies have the belt Operati- £: by Mersies. 
ons whiles frefh in memory and feeling; and therefore po‘e thy 
felf a little, as thus, 

Wherein am I failing? Wherein am I negligent? What fur- 
ther and other good concernes me to do? Wherein and how 
ey. 
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| may I better the good which I do? I find my heart, that ic 
hath been too much fet onthe World, Well, I will now ferit 
more on God ; I find it more diftruftful , I will ftrive now to 
trult che Lord more ;/ too remiffe, I will ferve him more exa@- 
ly ; too wandring, I will ferve him moreuprightly. This is 
more mercy J muft be the better forit, I muft live the better for 
it; it is unreafonable that God fhould lofe by his gifts, or 
that I fhould not get him more Glory by his Blefiings, 
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Verf. 29 Are not two Sparrowes fold for a 
Farthing ? and one of them fhall not fall on 
the ground without your Father. 

30. But the very haires of your head are 
all numbred. 

31. Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value 
then many Sparrowes, 


HE words comprehend inthem acomfort unto the 
Difciples (and with them to all che Church of 

Chrift) againft all their Oppofitions and Perfecu- 

tions and miferable Evils, drawen from the Pravi- 

dence of God. The Church is likea Ship at Sea, endangered 
by Waves and Winds, but Divine Providence fits at the Helm, 

w ard powerfully g suides and preferves it. 

O$. That w ich the Apoftles might moft fear was the end- 

lefs and boundlefs rage of wicked men who had power in fome 

- “‘meafure anfwerable to their malice. 
Sol. But faith Chrift v.28. Fear them not and he ufeth tivo 
Arguments for this ; 

ye They 


The Doctrine of Providence. 


1. They can (atthe worlt) but kill the body. That which 
is more precious, is more fafe : They are not ableto kill the 
foul. 

2. Nothing can befal you without a Providence, your Father 
isnot idle, he is not afleep, he doth not forget you,nor your 
condition, he doth regard you, watch over you, and will order 
ina wife and gracious {weetneffe, every occurrence for his glory 
and your good, fo that not the leaft thing fhall befall you but he 
will direct and order it, 

Ob. Wedoubt of that, might they reply. _ 

Sel, Nay donot, faith Chrift, What do you think of thofe 
filly Birds which fly up and down, which none takes notice of, 
with any fingular eye, which one man hunts, and another 
man for his pleafure kills, yet not one of them falls to the 
ground but your Father orders it fo, permits it to be fo, it doth 
not come by an idle chance, but by his working Providence : 
anddo you think that any evil, that any thing fhall befall you 
and your Father not take notice of it? and yout father not or- 


~ dering and governing of it : Nayif God hath an eye for them, 


be confident that he hath a fingular care for you ; not onely the 
Moments, the great Moments of your Life and Death areor- 
dered by him, but even’the Haires of your head are numbred 
(.i.) he knowes them all he looks to them all; andif to them, 
much mere to your perfons, and fafeties, and prefervations. 


- . Iwill not fofitton many things, which the words can yield 


Two Propofi- 
tions. 


Doé#. I. 
God hath a 
Providence ex- 
tending to all 
the Creatures 
and the things’ 
about them, 


out, but draw onely thofe illations which may difcover unto us 
fomething of the Doctrine of Divine Providence, vit. 
I. That Ged rath a Providence extending to all the Crea- 


tures, and the things abcut them. 


2. That God bath inamore Gingular way, a [pecial Provi- 
dence over his Church and peoples 

That Ged hatha Providence extending it felf toall the Crea- 
tures, and the things abcut them, herein the Text,tothe Spar- 
rowis and to the falling of every one of them, and not only 
to the foules and bodies of his people, but alfo- co the very 
Haires of their head. Pfal. 33.13. The Lord sJooketh from 
heaven, he bereldeth all the fous of men. V.14. From the place 
of his habitation, he looketh upon all the inhabit ants of the earth, 
V.15. He fafoioneth their hearts alike, he confidereth all A 

works. 
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works, Read the'rog. Pfalmand you fhall fee his Providence 
reaching from the upper chambers of heaven to the loweft | TI 
rooms and foundations of the Earth, the Seas, the Mountains, Sessu t'* 
the Valleys, the Beafts, the Birds , the Sun, the Moon, and ceno, 

Man and all. 

For the Explication of this Point, let me inquire thefe parti- 
culars, viz. 

1. What this Excenfive Providence is ? 

2. How it may appear to be fo? 

3. Why itis fo? 

4. Some ufeful Applications to our felves ? 

Queft.1. What that Providence is,;which extends to all the 
Creatures? 

Sol. Divine Providencess an external attion of God where- — = 
by hedoth conferve and govern all things Wifely, bolily , juftly, J oy hg: .- 
and powerfully tothe admiration of his own glory. is? 

Here divers things are to be obferved : : 

1. That Providence is as Aétion ] God did not make the Kr is an Aion. 
world and fo leave it to its own inclinations, and wayes, and 
ends, but he followes that work of Creation, with the working 
influence of continual Providence, he fill looks upon it, and is 
dealing init, and therefore faith Paul Act.17. In him we live, 
and move, and have our Being. Some call this Action, the vir- 
tue of God, Vis imprefa flettendo creaturas, a {trong impref- 
fion which he makes upon the Creatures, both in refpect of its 
nature and operations; and they who callit The wil of God 
working effectually upon the Creature, fay not amiffe. 

2, Itis an External eAftion | The actions of God are 5,4, an exter- 
diftinguifhed (by Divines) into Internaland External. The pal sion. 
Internal are fuch as refpe@ the perfons of the Trinity , as 
to Beget, and to be Begotten, and to Preceed, alllwhich are 
confined among themfelves. The External Attions are fuch as 
look out to the World, and in which all the perfons of the Tri- 
nity have an equal concurrence. Forthough the eternal gene- 
ration of the Son, and proceffion of the Holy Ghoft be pro- 
per actions of the per‘onsin Trinity being reftrained to one, 
and not common tothemall, yet Creation and Providence 
which are converfant about the Creatures, are ations common 
coallcthe Trinity, every perfon partakes of them, 
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cisanaction 3. It is an a@tion of God] There isakinde of Providence 
of God. which we afcribe to man, but this is weak, and fhort , and re- 
{trained , it isonly of fome things which are about our felves, 
and within our own fphear, and there too, itis very halting and . 
feeble. - We cannot forefee all occurrences, nor determine any 
iffues,nor command and order as the nature and wayes of things 
do require. But properly and immediately Providence ap- 
pertainsto God. For, 1. None fo fit togovern the world 
as he who made it. 2, None fo fit to order and dire@ ashe, 
who becaufe he did put in variety of inclinations in the diverfi- 
ty of the Creatures, doth therefore know which way to turn 
them. 3. None fo fit to fuftain andteftrain, and bring things. 
about, ashe who hath infinite wifdom and power in kis own 
hands, and therefore Providence is ax ation of God, 
Irextendsto _ 4 Jt extends to al things: | There is no created thing 
all things. whatfoever over whichGod doth not extend a Providence, P/a/, 
113.6. He beboldeth the things both in heaven and in earth, 
2Chr.16.9. The eyes of the Lord ran through the whole earth. 
The moft excellent Creatures are fuftained by it, and the moft- 
contemptible are not neglected. Notonly the Angels in hea. 
ven, but the poor Men who are caft upon the dunghil, Not on- 
ly che glorious Stars, but the loweft piles of Grafsand the Lil- 
lies ; Not only chat immortal Soul ofman, but the very Hairs 
of his head are under a Providence: For, 1. Providence is Co- 
exctenfive with Creation, and therefore it is as large as heaven 
and earth, as the whole world, 2. Providence is Coextenfive 
With Divine knowledg ad extra, but kiown unto God are all 
his works, AQ.15. 3. Every thing ts kept in an Order and 
Harmony: Although to us there may be fome confufions, yet 
to God there is no diforder, but all things wheel about and. 
meetin thofe ends which he hath intended, and unto which 
he doth diret them. There isnot anyone creature, notany 
oneaction of the creature, not any one change about the crea- 
ture, not any one occurrence, not any one iffue and event of 
any one action, but is under the powerful eye of Divine Provis 
dence, Thofe creatures which feemto work in a more'necefe. 
fary, and determinate, and natural way, and thofe which work 
inamorenobleand arbitrary way, all of them are fuftained ,, 
ordered and guided by God, Like amafter ofa family whofe 
care. 


4 (X 


The Doétrine of Providence. 355 


care extendsto wife, to childrerf, to fervants, to the oxen, to 
the fheep, to the houfe, tothe land, to every thing about every 
one of thefe ; fo itis in the Providence of God over the great 
family of heaven and earth. 

5. Confider rhe AGs of Providence,) which principally are The A&s of 
two, l Providence, 

1. Confervation: | The prefervation of things ts the great Confervation. 
finger of Divine Providence; S. Panl calls it the upholding of 
all things (Heb.1.3.) by the word of his power, Job10.12.7 hen 
haft granted me life and favour, and thy vifitation hath preferved 
my Jpirit. 

Now the confervation of things is twofold, viz. ci- 
ther . 

1. Immediate, by the word of Gods power. 

2. CMediate, whichis the holding of them up by means 
and wayes. He giveth mear to all flefo,Plal136.25. He pre- 
pareth rain for the earth, and maketh the graffe to grow upon the 
mountains, and giveth tothe beaft brs fel. and to the yong Ra- 
vens that cry, Plal.147.8,9. And for us his fervants, harken to 
Chrift, 4£45.6.30.1f God fo cloath the graffe of the field ,&c. foall 
he not much more cloath you, O ye of little faith? And wer. 32. 
Your heavenly Father knoweth that you have need of all thefe 
things; viz. of meat, drink, and cloth,v.31. The means of pre- 
fervation by providence are fometimes more open, (.#.) Such 
as ftand before our eyes, as when we fee victuals to feed us, 
drink to refrefh us, friendsto help us, power to refcueus: and 
fometimes they are fecret, God will bring in a good, ina way 
that we could not think on, beyond our thoughts and imagi- 
nations, 

Again, Things are preferved by Providence two wayes, 

1. Either in refpe& of their Primitive and created Confie 
ference, whenthey are individually kept fafe and found, not 
corrupted nor changed, tbus Angels, Souls of men (ab- 
ftractively confidered ) and the Heavens are preferved by 
Providence. 

2. Orinrefpect of Succeffion and Propagation; which isa 
lengthening of things by anew Generation: Thos rencWweft 
the face of the carth. Thus God preferves mankind upon earth, 
for chough one Generation dies another comes, and thus he 
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tumn, in a Viciffitude or courfe of Revolution and Suc- 
- ceffion. 

Gubernation,, 2- Ga#bernation: | Thisis another part of Providence, by: 
which the great God-doth moderate all things even good and 
bad. fo that nothing falls out by chance or fortune,but accord- 
ing to his own couafel, both for place, and time, and manner,. 


and event, | 
This Government of things,is either, 
Inkeeping —— 1, Ln keeping things in that Order wherein they- were at the 
chings in. cheir fiif created; P/al. 119.91. Al things continue according to thine 
Osaer, Ordinances. ; já ; i 


. 


In excitingthe 2, Za exciting the Inclinations of the creatures. He ftirred 
Inclinations of up che heart of Lydia to hear, and He ftirred up the heart of 
the Creatures. Cyrus to do good to his Church. y 
Iadire&iagall 3. Indirefting all Inclinations, motioas-and actions for his. 
Inclinations, own glory, as che Agent doch the Inftrument; yea, though it 
haere he the perfecutions of his fervants, Pai/.t.12. 
pet is 4. In Reftraining and hindring, by which he knits up the 
own eg. actions of the Creatures which otherwife they would do. ` 
Impeditioe#- actions e Creal ch otherwile they would do, as 4 
eficiemisree bimilech was reftrained from touching Abrahams wife, Laban 
primers. from touching of }acob, the Angel from-deftroying the 7/rae- 
Jn ceftraining Zites when he flew the firk born in Egypt, Exod.12.23. And 
and hindring. the Sunin fofhses time from running its courfe, and the fire 
from burning the three children, and the Sea when the Ifraelites 
were to paffe through, and the infinite malice of the Divel, and 
the remainder of wrath (in evil menagainft his Church) doth 


God refirain. f: - 
A 5» InEffetting all Good: Thereis no good, Spiritual, or 
y ie Moral, or Natural which attends upon us, but by a commiffion - 


from Divine Providence.. Haft thou friends , health, peace, 
plenty, fafety, any comfort? God by his providence hath gi- 
venall chofe dayes unto thee , Thefe are the children which the 
. Lard bath given, faid Facab.. re 
Inpermicing 6.. In Permitting of evil». Non fit aliquid, ifs Omnipo- 


of evil. tens fieri velit, vel finendo mt. fiat ,. vel ipfe faciendo, faid 

Euchirid. ad ¢ ab eee ot fi i fi Iaz ple f d ? 

Layrent.g.95. H es | objet: 
A wi WS forbs y 
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~ Objet. It is a great queftion , efpecially about the evil of How fin falls 
fin , how chat falls under Divine Providence? to which ina "nder Provi- 
word thus, e dence, 

_ Sol. Things fall under Providence four wayes, 

1, Either in refpect of their Canfation and Production, when Malum ordina- 
the effe& comes froma producing and approving will of God „bile ef, & ra- 
thus all good hath a reference to providence. 2. Orin refpect {17m¢ ¢ usin qro 
of Permiffion; when God doth not effectually hinder the free f, ad quod of 
inclinations of the Creature: And thusfinis under Providence, ¢ ratione ejus 
not caufing, not approving, but permitting or fuffering , by quod ex ipfo ef, 
leaving the finner to himfelfor to Satan. 3. Or in refpeĝ Altx.Alenhs. 
of Limitation: Thus alfo doth Providence deal about fins , \*P 4.38: 
Gen.20.6. 1 alfoWwith-held thee. He checks and holds evil men, =” 
who elfe would put no bounds nor meafure to the vilet kind of 
finning, confounding all order and being in the world. 4. Jr- 
dicialiter deferendo : Sol gave them up to their own hearts lufts, 

Pial 8r.11,12. 

7. In Judging of evil men: Thus Providence appears many In Judging of 
wayes, as in the defeating of their plots , infatuacing their evil men. 
counfels, fmiting them with difeafes , turning their own plots 
upon their own heads overthrowing them with variety of fud- 
den and exemplary deaths, yea,then when they think to do 
moft hurt to the Church of Chrift. 

6. Laltly, Confider the Qualities of Providence] and they The Quaiisies 
are four , viz, of Providence. . 

1. Wifdom : | For God doth all this in fingular Wifdom. Wifdom, 

As he made the world, fo he governs it by Wifdom. Now the 
Wifdom of Providenceis manifold. 1. Inthe fitting of Means, 
2. Inthe hitting of Times, 3.1n leading ont an intended I{[e 
through difficulties and improbabilities, 4. In bringing every 
thing to its beft End, 

2. Holinefs: | God doth moderate, reftrain, gnide, fuffer, Holinefe. 
deal in every thing after a moft Holy manner , He ss holy ix all 
his wayes.Y ou mutt diftinguith ’twixt what man doth and what 
God doth. Mandoth fin but God doth not,his providence a- 
bout fin is good arid holy, though the finit felf be vile and 
odious, 

3. Juftice: | Gods Providence doth fo order things and Juftice. 
events, it brings matters about fo, that no man hath realon to . 

aç- ? 


As the Sun on. 
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aceufe God or-complainof him. Ifwecould pry into the fe- 
cret reafons-of things, or view out the fingular ends which 
God hath in hiseye, we would in all the contrarieties of things 
fit down and admire theadmirable proceedings of his Juftice. 
Ifthe Church be affliGed ,if the enemies profper, if good things 
ftand off, ifevil things. ftick clofe, ifan iffue will not yet be, yet 
‘God is juft in all chefe, though the wicked be not prefently pus 
nifhed, nor the Church delivered. 

Power. 4. Power: ] How -can all the Creatures ‘be upheld but by 
power? and how can the Oppofitions of the Divel and his In- 
ftruments be limited and defeated, but by power? and how can 
helps come in in thé times of diftreffe, but by power? how can 
deliverance break in to the Church againit all hope, but by 
power? When we fee great matters done by weak means, and 
‘God fometimes working ftrange effects without means, and fo 
wonderfully turning about the hearts of men,&c. This declares, 
That there goes a power with Providence. 


How it appears neft. 2. How may it appear that there is fuch a Provi- 
there is a Pro- A f y pp 3 a Provi- 


; dence ? 
"The Scripture Sol. 1. Scripture Wears it-all over: When youread of any 
clears it. good which God brought, any evil which he prevented, any 


p occurrence which fell juftas he foretold, any watching overa 
nation or perfon, any fupportings, any comfortings, and helps, 
and deliverances, any friends ftirred up to fhew-kindneffe, any 
raifing out of obfcure conditions to unexpected greatneffe, any 
prefervations,&c.all thefe fay exprefly there ts aProvidence,that 
‘doubtleffe there isa God who hath regard te the works of his 
hands, doubtleffe there isa God who hath an eye to this world. 

Effedsand I- 2. Effect: and Iffues do not fise out of fecond canfes according to 
fues do not fly their intention and-defire; therefore there is a Providence. 
owof fecond There is that laboureth night and day, who beats his braines, 
“bee = breaks his fleep, watcheth the advantages of enriching his eftate, 
scien, yet he cannot multiply and enrichhimfelf: Jt zs in vain to rife 
“early yand to gctobea late, except the Lord comes in with the 

bleffing of his Providence. Thou haft the felf-fame confticuti- 

‘on, the fame aiz, the fame diet, the fame recreations, the fame 

outward comfortsin all refpedts as another, yet.cloaths do not 

warm thee, food doth sor nourith thee asthe other; Why2 

‘becaufe Divine Providence gives ouc it‘felf in the one, and 

| holds 
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holds in the bleffing from the other, Therefore, faith Solomon, 
the race t not tothe [Wift, mor the bastel to the ftrong, Gc. but 
it is Gods Providence which cafteth in theeffe@. You thall 
fee many devices inthe heart ofa man, and yet none of them 
do ftand , this way I may have it, or that way, I doubt nor,yer 
God brings the effect , neither the one nor the other way, but 
a third which we could not think on. 

3. Things are brought about even then, when we judge no Thingsare 
probabitity,nay an utter Improbability in refpect of fecond caufes, ough: sbout 

therefore there is an active and working providence. o/eph no probsbility 
is to preferve Egy pr alive, and his fathers heufe alive ; but hein refpe of 
is laid hold on by his brethren, caftinto the pit, took out, and fecond caules. 
foldtothe Midianites, clapt in the prifon at Egypt, andat 
length freed out of all to be a Princeand Ruler,Gen.45 5. God 
did (end me before you to preferve life. 5020. Ye thought evil 
againft me, but God meant it unto good, to bring to paffe as it ts 
this day, to fave much people alive. David is to be a King, 
Saul throws his Javelin at him, fends men to kill him, envi- 
rons him about the Mountains, banifheth him his Country, yet 
at length the Crownisfeton Davia’shead. J/rael is promi- 
feda deliverance, Pharaoh deals craftily with them, impofeth 
harder bondage, and made them to ferve with greater rigor yet. 
God did then fetch them out. 

4. If there be aGod, then there muft be a Providence, for rhere is Gad, 
God ts the firft caufe, and chat is abfolutely moft ative , andcherefore there 
all fecond caufes depend, for being and operation, upon the uf be a Pro- 
firk. Nothing can move or preferve it felf, by it felf Vides 
but he who gives motionand Prefervation to all befides him- 
felf. 

5. The tranflation of Kingdomes , the rewards and punih- The tranflai- 
ments of men onearth; the changes about our conditions, Jhew on of King- 
clearly that there ts a providence. — ee 

6. Laftly, Locken the very attributes of God, is he not moft nomen tell 
wife, moft jut, moft merciful, moft powerful ; then how providence. 
can things be neglected, how can they happen by chance, 
ee. The Attributes 


Obj. Butagaintt allthis, ic may be obje&ed . it feems there = Gad 5 prove 
í 4 , . his providence. 
is no fuch providence, which doth orderand preferve , and li- The vile& Go- 
mit and pugifh ; for we fee that. Is The vileft finners go #n-ners go unpUus 
punifoed ,rithed, 
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panied, and2. Profper in their preceedings. 3. The beft 
men tobe oppreffed with many wants, afflictions perfecutions and 
to fet down with the worfe.. 
An(wered. 1. Sol. To the firft I anfwer 2 
The prefent 1. That theimwediate and prefent execution of vengeance 
execution of poy evil doers, ts not a fure Ruleto deny a Providence: God 
Reid is gracious,and patient, and long-fuffering, even towards thofe 
nyaprovi. Who defpifethe riches of his forbearance. 
dence 2. Gods providence appears either in the prefent , or elfe inthe 
Gods provi- fubfegent punifhing of finners: If that evil men might go on. 
dence appears for ever unpunifhed, then there were not a providence, but 
ee 2 Fa though a finner do evil an hundred times, and his dayes be proe 
ien: pii- longed, yet it foall not be Well with the wicked; neither fhall he 
ing of inners, prolong his dayes, which are as a fhadow , becaufe he feareth not 
Eccl.g.t2. before Ged, AndIfa 65.20. The finner being an 109 years old 
foall be accurfed: Sor Tim.5 24. Some mens fins are open before 
hand, and fome, they follvw after: God doth fometimes take 
the finner inthe acting of his fins, fometimes divers years af- 
ter, when he hath filled up the meafure of his fin, fometimes 
he refervesthe wicked for the great day of wrath: - Therets 
a fure punifhment , though not alwayes a prefent punifhment 
for every finner. 
There aredi- 3. There are divers forts of punifhment:Some are apparent and 
vers forts of Px- Obvious which are like ftrokes on the fhoulders ; a man may fee 
aifiments. that God hath rewarded the proud according to their pride,and 
the finner,acording to his fin in fome notable difgrace, or difeafe, 
or curfe,cthers are invifiele and fecret likea wound in the hidden 
partssnowGod doth ufually bring on all vile finners, either fome 
vifible,or elfe(which is the greater kind of punifhment) fome in- 
ward and invifible wrath by giving them up to reprobate minds, 
feared confciences impenitent hearts, or by @rking their confci- 


ences with fad horrour and accufations, which raek and perplex 


Evilmendo them as hell it felf, 
 profper. 


Da aah To the fecond ; Thar evil men do profper © So I anfwer,Nei- 
God will mag- ther doth that conclude againft a divine providence, for as much 
nifie his bounty as ; 

in outward 1, God will magnifie his bounty in outward things pven tothe 
things even to 


wicked , though they be wicked , yez they are creatures too: 
the wicked . 3 $ ? 
sat and therefore he makes his Sun to rife upon the unjuk, as well as 
“ : the 
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the juft, and the rain doth drop on both of them,but then God 
doth not beftow thefe things onthem, to maintain and reward 
their finning, but to uphold their being. 

2, It úa wife providence that evil men bave fo much of out. Irisa wile proe 
ward things , becaufe none fhould efteem thefe outward things vidence that e- 
to be the higheft and chiefeft good. That cannot be the beft Hp e 
good which the worft people may have. ward things. 

3. It had been better for them to have wanted them , for Dantur bini ne 
Gods bounty to them, and their abufe of that bounty,encreaf- punur maia, 
eth a fiercer damnation. At the beft, their great eftate is decay- aimp ve = 
ing like a flower and the grafs, P/al.37.1,2. And becaufe they ad nial 
have tafted fo liberally of Gods kindnefs , and haveimployed malis ne puten- 
it onely againft Gods glory, their felicity fhall be fhort butsur fumma bons. 
their mifery fhal! be endlefs. phi 

3. Sol. To the third; That good men are opprefed with mae Good men ste 
ny wants, I anfwer. opprefied wich 

1. No good man ever wanted that which was good for him 205-7 ~ i 
J may want a thing which is good, but not which is good for me; No cod mar 
for God will withhold no good thing fromthem that walk up- Pe a ' 
rightly, Pfal.84.11. The goodnefs of thingsto me confilts what was good 
inconveniency and /ustablene/s. Meat is good, but not to the for bim. 
weak and fick ftomack, becaufe it isnot now convenient, liber- 
ty isnot alwayes good for a good man, nor yet health, ec, ma- 
ny things may be good to fome good people, which are not al- 
wayes good to every good man,and therefore it is not want. 

2. The goodne/s of an eftate doth not confift inthe abundance The gootinels 
of goods , but in the contentment of tke mind : That man of #n eftsce 
hath a good eftate who hath a contented heart with a little por- = ae 
tion: A good ftomack anda clear houfe, and a little victuals , z aia j 
is far better thena large table, anda dark chamber , and a fick ment. 
beart ; a good man hath no want , fo long as his confcience is 
clear, and Gods loving favour ferves in, though it be but a bitt 
of bread. 

3. Nay, and again; If you will judge of Providence by Riches and 
abundance, then you may fee Riches and Goodneffe meet toge- goodne's do 
ther as well as Riches and Wickedneffe ; and Honour and ™0Y U™*s 
Goodneffe as well as Honour and Wickednefle, cc. Abraham = aes 
was as wealthy as moft in histime, and he was behind none for 
Faith and Obedience : Davs) had the Crown on his head, and 
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the Scepter in his hand: And Solomon, none came neer him 
for Riches, and State, and Wildom. Wedo not feeevery 
Wicked man mighty in his E@ate nor every Good man low and 
poor, nay if we fhould fez che one againft the other, for fone 
Good man whofe Eftate is meio, you have thoufinds of Evil 
men whofe Conditions are Beggerly. 

God hsth fer- . 4° Wat farald we ftand npon great Eftates here, when God 

ledonthema bath fetledan high inheritance abav:, If a fufficiency for food - 

high Eftare a- and raiment for thee and thine, and wth that che blood of 


boveand(a Chrift, and precioufueff2 of promifes, and the coafolations of 
the og the Spirit, and affurance of heaven cannot prove a liberal Pro- 


blew, vidence wito thee, thea get more faith to know the wayes and’ 

expreflions of a good Providence, Pfal.31.19 O bow great is 
thy Goodnefe which thos haf laid np for them that fear 
thee, &c. 

ob. But they are afflicted, none the like, and perfecuted of 
all men, where isnow a Providence ? 

Sol, I fhallreferve this to the next Propofition about ths 
Church, andthereic fhall evidently-appear, that of all ether 
things, the affli@ions and troubles of the Church do moft fin- 
sularly prove a Divine Providence. l 

The next Propofition is this, viz.. 

Dsit.2. That God hath ina move fingular way a [pecial Providence 
Godhathina over his Church and people. The Text isclear forit, The very 
ph Jopas hairesof your keadare al numbred, (not one of them which is- 
sid Moti not under guard and protection) and ye are of more value 
over his then many [parrowes ( 4.) your Father hath a regard far more 
Church and intimate and affectionate towards you then them. ; 
spies This may appear if you confider fome more fingular expref- 
fionsinthe Scripture, which do opena more fingular kind of 
Providence, Zach.2.8. He that tcucherh you, touncheth the apple 
of mineeye, There isnot apart of the body which we défend 
more then the eye, and not one part inthe eye of which we 
are more-vigilant then the apple of the eye, that middle point, 
the principal organ of feeing ; now God profeffeth himfelf to 
be as fenfible of bis Chureh, to haveas tender a regard to his 
people as any mancan to fecure that choice and principal pare 
of hiseye, 1.49.15. Cas a woman forget her fucking child 
that fue foould not have compaffion on the fon of her womb? yea 
cee! | St pu. beg: 
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they may forget, yet will net I fergertkce, Obferve the peffa- 
ges of either, the Parents, the Mother expreffeth the moft en- 
Jarged, ard reer terderneffe, and though fhe fhewes a care over 
all the fervants, yet the choicer is to her children, and though 
there bea greater height of care for children then fervants, yet 
it is more to a child of her own womb then to an annexed child, 
and of allthe children of her wcmb, fhe doth expreffe the 
bowels of tenderneffe to that child which is fucking at her breft, 
and there again mof to a fon. So though God doth by his 
general Providence, eye, obferve, difpofe, bring in, for all the 
creatures of the world, yet inamore fpecial and fingular way 
for his own Children and Church, and therefore he addes in 
that place v.16. Behold I have graven thee upon the palmes of 
my hands, thy walls are continually before me. Vfa.40.11, He 
foal feed his fick like a, foepherd, he foall gather the lambs 
- with his armes, and carry them in bis bofom, and fhall gently 
lead thofe that are with young. God hatha double flock, 4 
great flock in refpett of Creation, anda little fisck in refpet of 
Elettion, although he looks onboth, yet here is his principal 
care; and look asthe Shepherd witha diftinguifhing eye, and 
cenderneffe, refpects the tender lambs, cc. fo doth God his ec. 
Therefore his people are called his jewels. Mal.3. 17. In that 
day that I make up my jewels, &c, Itis true that an intelligent 
houfholder doth not neglect the courfeft Veffels, nor except 
the meaneft glaffe, but of all the houfhold goods under his 
poffeflion and care, there are none of them locked up with 
fuch narrow and fure fafety as the precious jewels, fo it is in 
Gods care of his jewels.Ifa.27.3.J the Lord do keep it, I will was 
a st every moment, left any burt it, I Will keep it night and 
ay. 

The 4rk was a typeof the Church, which was all, and al- 
wayes covered with Wings of Cherubims intimating the Divine 
protection, Henceitisthat Gods eyes are faid to be over the 
righteous (i. ) He hath an efpecial watcbfulneffe for them: and 
the Lerdis round about his people from hence forth even for ever, Pisl.145.%. 
asthe mountains are round about Hierufalem, and he is called 
the Covert , the Refuge , the Defence , the Rock, the 
Shield , the Salvation , the High Tower , the Delsverer 
of his people. Now that God hath a fpecial Providence 
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‘This fpecial over his people may appear thus: 
Providence ap- Fir ff, If youconfider the Altions of Providence, you thal 
tat AGions ethem in a more fingular way exercifed about the Church, I 
of Providence Will inftance in fome, 

exercifed about y, Lmpedition or hinderance , which is the flaving off of 
the Church. evil; though evil be intended againft the Church, though it be 
ae of contrived with the moft fubtile policy, though it be armed with 
evil incended . the moft terrible power, though ie be ready to caft forth it felf 
again chem, like an over-flowing flood, yet God hath interpofed, and he 
a ~ hath hindered and preveated the fame, he bath brought them as 

a bird out of the fnare, and pulled'them asafire-brand out of 

Pharaoh, ~ thefire. When that Pharaoh fhaped out the methods of ruine 
for the Z/raelites by vexing out their lives with cruel bondage, 

and by deftroyiag their lives in their pofterity, yet God did 
hinder the laft intention inthe preferving of children. When 

Achitopbel, Achitophel gave moft horrible and pernicious counfel to Ab/a- 
) lom immediately to affault bis father, and his weak and faint 
followers, -God did interpofe, and did. croffe and turn afide Ne, 

7 intention, by giving more acceptation to the advice of Hapa 

NEARE. When Haman had plotted the death of the Peis nation, - 
meerly from a difrefpect from one poor (Mardecat,when he had 

raifedup the Gallowes to hang him, and got the commands 

fealed'to deftroy the reft, yet God hindered all, he dathed the 

project and wonderoufly preferved all of them; the King can- 

not fleep and he muft read in the book of Chronicles, and then. 

_ hemuft pitchonthat leaf which recorded (Wordecai’s. fide- 

lity, and fo ftir up the heart of the King to honour him, and 

fave the reft of the Zewes. All their intentions and plots. are 

but like a-fhip trimmed and ready to. launch, but a contrary 

Sout. wind bindes up the motion. When Ses? had often purfued 
David like a Partridge onthe Mountains , and had at length 
invironed and incircled him, that there was no way to efcape, 

yet Goddid hinderthis, by calling San? back again, The Phi- 

Seauacshirib, Liftims invade the land, When Sennacherid came againft Hee 
ji 2.kiah and threatens with a biafphemous infolency to fwallow. 
him and his people up though God himfelf fhould fet in to his 

refcue, He did put ahook into his noftrills, turned him home, 

again; and hindred his proud intentions and threats. So true is. 

that of the Prophet, J/aiah 8.9, Affociate your felves togethers, 
oT ae Sr ree - "Oe. 
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O ye people, and ye fball be brokenin pieces, gird your felv 

and ye fhal! be broken in pieces. V. 10. Take counfel together, 

andis fhall come tononght ; [peak the word, and it fhall not ~ 

fiand for God is with ws: and }ob 5.12. He difappointeth the 

devices of the crafty, fo that their bands cannot perform their 

enterprife. 13. Hetakeththewife in their owneraftincfe,and , 

the counfel of the frowardis carried headlong. 15. He faveth 

the poor fromthe /word, from their mouth, ana fromthe hand of 

the mighty. 

2. Permiffion or fufferance. If God doth permit any mi- Permiffion or 
ferable evils,if he doth nor totally reftrain the operations and A ia c+ 
intentions of wicked men, but they do exercife the poyfonand Yen a 
fcourge of their malice upon the Church , yet God doth here yer he doch 
alfo fingularly prefent himfelf. ex:rcife his 

Ja Moderating that boundleffe rage: He fetsupon the power Providence 
of themighty, and binds the wrath of the cruel; As he bounds pmards them. : 
the raging waves of the fea, thus farre fhall ye go, and no herse otes 
further; fo doth he ftint the pride of evil men, as he did the haaie, 
infolent defire of the Devilagainft 7o6 1.12. Behold all that he 
hath ts intthy power, only upon himfelf put not forth thine hand, 

In qualifying external troubles with internal comforts. In qualifying 
Though the body fmarts, yet the confeience {miles , though exteras! trou- 
the efate be peeled, yet the foul is cheered; when Pan! was ~ ar 
neer pulling in pieces, e4éls 23. 10. and brought into the” a 
Caftle, v.11. The night following The Lord flood by him, and 
faid, beof good ckeer Panl, &c. 2 Tim.4.17. Notwithftand. 
ing the Lord food with me, and ftrengthned me. When wicked 
men do fuffer, they fuffer all over, they fuffer within, as well as 
without; like perfons in a Feaver , extremely fcorch’d with 
heat, not onely inthe vifibleand flefhy pares, butin che fecret 
foirits and humours. But though a ftorm be upon good men 
without, they have acalmwithin, like a man ina Caftle, in 
the inward rooms of which all is quiet and ftill, chough the 
bluftring winds do beat upon the outward fuperficies : If, 25.4. 

Thon haft been a ftrengch tothe poor, a ftrength tothe needy in 
his diftref[e, a refuge fromthe form, a fhadow from the heat, 
when the blaft of the terrible one is as a ftorm againft the tn converting? 
wall. i their miferable 


In converting their miferable evils tofpiritnal good: That ple (pirivu 
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- all che rage of evil men fhall be but as poifon tempered by the 
skilful and tender Phyfitian, not to be death but to be phyfick-; 
_and all the blufterings of them, fhall be but as the Wind to the 
‘Wheat, clearing it more of the chaff; or as fire to the gold 
purging it more from the droffe. ‘Their repentarice and for- 
> row, and meekneffe, and-patience , and faith, and zeal, and 
heavenly-mindedneffe, and love of Chrift and his truth, fhall 
‘{fpread with more purity, and beauty, like the Starres, with 
more glory inthe darkeft nights. . 
_ 3. Prefervation: Though God doth Preferve man and 
Prefervation. pen? Pal. 36.6, Yet there is a more fingular degree for the 
Church then for others, in which refpect of comparifon Elika 
faith, Jub 36.6. He preferveth wot the life of the wicked, and 
God is faid to Kuow them afarrecff, and To caft them off , 
and To hide bimfelf from them, and To reje& them. But 
David faithof the righteous, P/al.34.10. The young lions do 
lack and fuffer hunger, but they:that feekthe Lord fhall want no 
` goed thing. Not that there is no prefervation of the wicked, (for 
the continuation of their being, depends upon prefervation 
but that it is not in fuch a fingular way, as that which refpects 
the Church ; Noah hath an Ark when the reft perifhed: hence’ 
- thofe phrafes P/al.31.23. The Lord preferveth the faithful. 
2 Sam.8 6. The Lord preferved David whitherfoever be went. 
Gen.48.15. God (faid Jacob to fofeph) which fed me all my 
life long unto this day. 16. The eAngel whch redeemed me 
from allevil, &c. He is faid to preferve the Life of the Saints. 
Pfal 41.2. And the wages of his Saints, Prov.2.8 and the Souls 
of his Saints, Pfal.121.8. and the bodies of his Saints, 2 Thef, 
5.23. 2 Tim. 4.17. I was delivered out of the mouth of the 
lion. 18. And the Lord fhall deliver me from every cvil works 
and prefirve me unto his keavenly kingdom, Hence it is that 
God is called the keeper of Z/rael; The Lordis thy keeper, 
Pfal.121.§. The Lord us thy hade upon thy right band, 6.The 
San fhall not [mite thee by day, nor the Moon by night. 7. The 
- Lord foall preferve thee from allevil. Pfal. 31. 20. Thos 
feale bide them in the fecret of thy prefence from the pride 
of man , thon fhalt keep them fecretly in a pavilion from the 
ftrife of tongues :feea notable place Z/a.27.3. Nay he is faid- 
to keep them as the apple of his eye, P/al. 17.8. fo die 5 
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The Lord God u a Sun and a Shield, the Lord will give grace 
and glory, no good thing Will he with-hold from them that walk 
#irighely. 
2. Ifyou confider the ALeans and Wages which God hath nfed ConGder the 
for his Church, you muft confefle chat his Providence is Sin- Means and 


gular. The method of Providence is here fpecial. Obferve Wayes which 
Goid hath uled 


now, i for hisChurch. 
1. Ged can do great good to his Church and people by weak G1 can do 


Means: Hecan ftrengthen a few to overthrow a many , you great good for 
remember the ftory of G:d-on, that he with 300 men chafed the his Church by 
Midianites, who wereas the Sand of the Sea, fudg.7.7. So Week Means? 
2 Chron.14.9. There came out agatnft Afa anboft of a thoufand 

thoufand, and three hundred chariots: v.11. And Afacried un‘o 

the Lord hès God, and faid, Lord, st is nothing with thee to help, 

whether with many , or with them that have no power ; help us , 

O Lord our God , forwe ref onthee, andinthy Name we goa- 

gainft this multitude: O Lord, thou art our God , let not man 

prevail againff thee. v.12. Soche Lord (mote the Ethiopians be- 

fore Afa,and before Jadah, and the Ethiopians fled. 

2. He hath done great good for bis people by Prange Means, And by Krange 
many times he hath put but a conceit , an alarum in the fancies tans. 
of the enemies of his people and they have fled, asin 2 Kin.7 6 
The Lord had made th: hoft of the Syrians to hear a noife of Cha- 
riots, and a noife of burfes, and they prefently conceit ir, that the 
King of Ifrael had biredthe Kings of the Hittites, and of the 
Egyptians; and tzerefore they arofe and fled for their lives, v.7. 

When the //raclites came to the Sea, the Red Sea, and the £- 
gypzians did purfue them, God brake open a {trange means for - 
their deliverance, he did cleave the Sea afunder, and command- 
ed ic co ftand on heaps till his people were all paffed over, When 
Eliah was ia-the Wilderaeffe , far enough fromthe market 
or the tills God fends an Afmoner,even a Raven to feed him. 

3. He hath doue great good azainft Means, whenin proba- And againtt 
bility they were cult upon the univoidable ruine, yet God hath ‘139% 
cəmeinand helped. When D «niel was caft into.the dena- 
mong the Lions, yet Divine Providence fecured and preferved 
him, in fufpeading and refteaining the ferceneffe of them. Sa 
for the three Children , che fire is bound up that it could not 
Scorch or hurt them. 


4. He 
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Andwithour 4. He hath done great good Without any Means. He hath 
any Means. put forth his Almighty hand and hath faved when there was 
none to deliver. Not by might, or by power , but by my Spirit., 
faith the Lord of bofts, Zach.4 6. When there hath been no: 
fenfe or rational conceits how things fhould be brought about, 
yet he hath done it. 

-@onfider the 3. Confider the fruits of Providence, the C hurch hath more 
fruits of Pro- fpecial teftimonies herein then any people; God hath provi- 
vidence., ded better things for them then others: They have Chrift in 
the Ship, and Grace in the Heart, and Peace in the Confcience, 
and fuch a favoury bleffing with every blefing that even the /it- 
tle which the righteous hath is far better then the revenues of many 
wicked, Theeftate ofa wicked man may be larger, but that of 
the good man is better: The Quantity on his part may be 
greater but the Qxality of this mans condition is {weeter. It is 
mercy all over.It is aBle/fng without aC arfe,and a Portion withe 
outSorrow. So that Divine Providence is more choice to the 
< Church then others in all forts of things, in Spirituals there is 
no comparifon, and in Temporals,to the Cherch,all gocd is fea- 
foned and fweetned , but to others, either they find or put a 

-curfe and fowrnefs into it. 
Conder the -4: If youconfider the /fves of all Occurrences, this manifefts 
Ifuesof all a Singularity of Providence. That every thing fhould ftill fall 
, Occurrences- . out for good , whatfoever theeftatebe, yet it fhall be good, 
whatfoever the change be, yet it fhallbe good: though one 
eftate be oppofite to another, and one change to another , yet 
„each of them fhall prove in theevent for good, ei things 
- Jhall Work togetber for good to them that love God, Rom.8.28, 
Divine Providence doth, as it were, compact all the operations 
of fecond Caufes. He doth fo admirably temper, and come 
mand, and direét them, that though they be like feveral Rivers, 
One flowing this way, another that, yet allof them Center in 
the Ocean. So though the intentions of agents be feveral, and 
their practifes oppofite, and occurrences various to a perfon and 
to his condition, yet God orders all, not only for his glory, but 
for the particular good of a perfon or Church. When the 
Church hath rode it out in blood , a fhip upona fea of blood , 
when it hath been blazing at the ftake, when it hath been tor- 
tured in the prifon, yet all thefe have been additions, improve- 
ments, 
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ments, advantages to the Church. When God doth bring an 
afl tion to the eftate of his fervants, when he doth exchange 
their tempers, when he drawes back their outward comforts in 
the neareft relations, when he doth deny them fuch or fucha 
good, when he doth fufpend a good which they may and do 
defire, yet all, whatfoever the occurrerces may be, defcends 
at length like a cloud full of blefling, and good, and comfort, 
fo that a man fhall confeffe, in re/peét of A fflittions, it was good 
for me that I was thus afflicted, as aman who was unwilling 
to bleed, yet when he fees the corrupt matter now out, heis 
glad with all his heart. And he fhall confeffe, in refpect of his 
Denyals, If God had granted me my defire , I fhould have ru~- 
ed it all my dayes: And he fhall confeffe, in refpeå of the Su/- 
penfions or prorogations of good, If God had let down fuch a 
good at that time that I fo importuned him it had marred much 
- of the good which I now enjoy. 

As thefe particulars do prove the Singularity of Providence 
towards the Church , He hath not dealt fo with every Nation: 
So this fingular fpecial Providence is very admirable, as will ap- This Singulse 


pear in feven things : Providence,is 
1, Jt ts altogether Gracious ; from a Gracious affection, to Akogether 
a gracious end, All for good. Gracious. 


2. It is very Tender; hiseyes areoverthe Righteous, he Very Tender. 
carries the Lambs in his bofome, compaffeth them about as 
the hills did Jerufalem; isa walloffireabout them. He hath 
rei eyes , is very watchful againft any evil that may hurt 
them. 

3. Itis AZyferions : The Lord hath many hidden wayes to MyRerious,’ 
do them good which we difcern not. In the vifion ofthe Gol- 
den Candlefticks, Zach.4.3. there were feven Lamps, and fe- 
ven Pipes to thefeven Lamps. God doth his people good by 
contraries, he doth them good by all the evil chat doth befal 
them , brings life out of death. l 

4- ItisGlorions: He ufeth not only all ordinary creatures, Glorious: 
but the very Angels as miniftring Spirits for their good and 
defence, asin Hezekiahs cafe. Nay, Jefus Chrift himfelf as 
an Head, asan Husband, as a King undertakes for them. He ıs 
the Bowl upon the top of the Golden Candleftick, Zach.4. and 
walks amongit the Golden Candlefticks , and holds the feven 
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i Stars in his right hand, Rev.2.1. And isthe Captain of the 
Lords Holts, 7ojo.5.14, 15. And fights for chem, and prevails, 
REV.I 2 N 
Bd 5. Itis Exe, inrefpect of, 
1. Wayes,Pfal.1 9.The Lord thy God is with thee whither- 
foever thou goek. i 
2, Times: When judgments and dangers are abroad ; he 
makes an Ark for Noah , is a Sanđtuary and hiding place, 
isa Pillar anda Cloud, J/z.4. Lifts upa Standard againft 
the flood, will nor fuffer the Deftroyer to enter, Exod.12. _ 
Never leaves, never forfakes them. 
3. Al about their Perfons: Prefent with them inthe fire,and 
in the water: No, notan hair of their head fhall fall. 
Senacherib thall not fhoot an arrow into the City. 
a aE Not only ordinary, but Miraculoss and Extraordinary, 
working miracles: 

1. For their good, he divides the Sea,cleaves the Rocks, rains. 
down Manna from heaven, makes the Sun to ftand ftill,and 
to go backwards. | 

2, Againft their enemies, he throws down ftones from hea- 
ven, makes the ftars to fight againft chem, and the winds, 
and the waters. 

9. He hath rebuked Kings for their (akes, as Pharaoh, Ses 
ngchertb, and deftroyedthem, and nationstoo, making allat- 
tempts againft his people unprofperous , fo chat the {tout heart- 
ed have {lept their fleep, and have not found their hands, 
but their bows, and fwords, and armes have been bro- 

* ken. 
Reslons ofthis But you will fay, Why this Singularity cf Providence towards 
Singularity of his people ? 
s. eruk 1. The Church are the peaple of Gods fingular Affettion, they 
people of Gadsate achoice people, the peopleof hisLove, his delight isin 
Gagular affs- them. Now where Love is Singular, there Providence is Speci- 
Rione. al, you may alwayes obferve, peculiar intentions of care , and 
forecaft, and help, and defence according to the fingular de- 
gree of Love. Godwill give Kingdoms for the ranfom of the 
people whom he loves, and will dath in pieces the gates of hell 
to fecure his own inheritance... 


ai. Proa 
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2.Providence runs throw gh a fingular Covenant to the Church Provicerce 
and reople of God, which tsa mofi Special thing. Inthe Co- ters through 


ver ant there isa choicenefs of Divine affection, and a choice- 
nefs of good, a bond of truth and wifdom to feal and execute 
allthis, Things befal us from God, either as a Creator, oras 
from God reconciled inChrift: What I do as aman, is one 
thing what I do asa father is an other thing, what I am as a ge- 
neral Friend, is one thing, what I am as an Husband, isan other 
thing. The Covenant hath the precious blood of Chrift, the pre- 
cious promifes,theriches of mercy,if any good be moreexcellent 
then other,cither for che kind and nature ofit,or fruit&virtue of 
it, it is that wt comes out of the Covenant; for theFountain here 
is all gracioufneffe. Now God hath entred into peculiar Cove- 
nant with his Church, and therefore his Providence working 
for them according to the temper of the Covenant (which is an 
eminent bond of unfpeakable gracioufnefs)it muft needs be more 
{pecial. 

Now I come to make fome ufeful Applications of this. Is 
there a providence extending it felf to all the Creatures , and 
more efpecially to the Church and people of God 2 Then, 

Firft, Let us learn to depend on that “Providence: Why? 


a finguler Co” 
yenant to them 


Ulei. 


all our beings are frem God, and all our Comforts are from ibepend diik 
God, there is none fo able to fulfil our neceffities , and none Providence, 


fo willing to do us good, and alliffues do befal us according to 
the commands of his Providence: We cannot command any 
good to our felves, nor can we command the creatures to yield 
out their helps and affiftances: Theyare Gods ftewardsto lay 
out their ftrength according to his directions; and when any 
preffures and troubles are upon us, who can remove them, who 
can bleffe them , but he who appointed them? and why ther 
fhould we not depend on his Providence? If God had no Pro- 
vidence actually working inthe Occurrences which do befal us , 
or if that Providence were not All-fufficient to over-matter, 
rule, order, guide, reftrain, deliver ; or if it were not Omnifci- 
ent and wife, to direct the beft means , and to bring in the beft 

good,and to fquare out the beft condition, and to confer an help, 

and take off anevil in the fitteft times, then there were little 

reafonto depend onit. Or if we could by taking care and 

thought add to the continuation of our comfortable Beings ; 
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buc things will not be according to our cares, nor according to 
ourdefires, nor accordiug to our projects, when we have laid 
out our own conditions, God willalter this and make it other- 
wife, he will forever referve the glory of an abfolute and fu- 
preme and Univerfal caufe to himfelf, therefore depend on his: 
providence. | 

Obj. But you will fay, what is it to depend on providence ? 


What it is to i. . 
Sol. Lanfwer, it iacludes two things. 


depend on 
Gods Provi- 1. Acommitting of our perfons andconditions tothe Will and 
dence, wl/dome,and power,and goodne[s of Ged: So David files it ta 


a a Pfal.37.5. Commit thy way unto the Lord (ú) if there bea 
n ace & thing which thou would& have brought about , do not think to 
thewill,wit- effect icbythy own ftreagth or wifdome, but put it into Gods 
dome,power, hands, giveitup unto him todo it for thes, and truk on him 
and goodnefsof forit, So 1 Per.2.23. Chrift isfaid tocommit hinfelf tobias 
Sod, that judges righteoufly: and 1 Pet.4.19 Weare commanded 
tocommit the keeping of our fouls to him in welldsing, as unto-d 
faithful creator : and 2Tim.1.12. Paul is per(waded that 
God ts able to keep that which he had committed uxto him. When 
Tacknowledg God to be the fountain of my being and to be the 
fountain of my comforts,of my helps, of my health, of my plen- 
ty, of my life,of my liberty, of my peace, of my deliverance,and 
mine eyes are upon him, expecting thef: according to my par- 
ticular exigences; Now I commit things to God; now I depend 
on his Providence. 
To (abuieour 2 a [ubmitting of our thoughts and affettions unto God in 
choughtsand #he particular difpofitians of our perfons and conditions, That 
af-@ions unto When I want any outward good upon my feeking of God , 
God,inthe (whom I acknowledg to be the Father of Lights, the {pring 
particular e of every mercy ) I now lay downthis comfort at the feet of 
policloné 0°" G od, and affectionately fay : ‘‘ Lord, if thou wilt bring about 
anders. “this comfort, I will blef thee, if thou wilt not, I will thank. 
thee, itis thac which I would have,not peremptorily, but fub- 
“ miflively : Not my will, dut thy wid be done. if this good. 
“may be for thy glory, and for my good, Idefireic; if notl 
“‘defire to want it as wellasto enjoyit, it may feem good to 
“me, butnottothee, and therefore I give up bothmycom- 
‘* forts and my defires, both the things and the times into thy 
‘“owo.hand , what thou wilt, and when thou wile, fo let it be. 
wh leat De ete MT) A 
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Inlike manner when we areincroffes, fufferings, affliGions: 
“ O Lord, thouart the great and good God, notan haircan 
* fall without thy providence, much lels can an afflicion touch 
“me, orrenew it felfupon me; what] fuffer, that I have de- 
*ferved , thou only art able to pardon fin, ‘and to remove affi- 
** Aion,I defirethee if it be thy will if it be for thy glory, if it be 
“for my good to take off thy hand, I know all things are fo 
“ordered by thy providence, that they fhall work for good to 
“ them that love thee; and therefore if it befor good, rake 
e away this cup from me;yet not my will, but chy will be done: 
“If ic be for good let thy hand reft yet upon me, till chou haft 
‘purged outmy prideand finfulnefs , till thou haft perfected 
“ my patience, cillthou haft beautified my faith , till thou haft 
“raifed my heart intirely from all earthly delig'ics, to thee the 
* higheft,che only God and good. 
Obj. But what fhall wedo, we cannot depend on God, WE Bie we , 
cannot truft on his Providence , commit all to him, fubmic to Dmi a 


his will:Confider a few things. God. 
1. Thou muft depend on Jome : For thou art a creature , and Confider. 


thou art expofed to want and need, and fuch occurrences as ex- Thou muft dee 
ceed thy power ; and thereis none better to depend on then God , Pend on Pme: 
what doeft thou fee in thy felf to depend on thy felf ; what doeft 

thou fee in man, or inthe fonsof men, all their ftrengeh is 

but borrowed, and weak, and changeable ; man dieth, and his 

thoughts die, and his ftrength dies, but Godis moft goad in 

himfelfpand in dependent,and all mighty,and wife and ready,and 

fure, why chen, canft chou not depend onhim: What the 

creature cannot do, hecan,and when they can but bewail thee, 

he can comfort and help thee. 

2. No betrer Way to gain car good then by depending on God No better way 
for it, Prov.3.6.J1 all thy wayes acknorleds hims.and he fhall di- to gain our 
rect toy paths, whenchouart in any ftraight, aud knowelt not good,then by 
which way to turnthee, and friends know not which way to d:Pending on 
counfel thee, yet if thine eyes be to God, he will point out the S% 
way, and direct chee, Pfal.37.5. Commit chy way unto the Lord, 
truh alfo in himand he fall bring it to pals: Thereische ef- 
feting of the good , God will make it to be, though thou 
knows not how co compaGit; if thou wilt leave it to him, he See Iia 177,8 


willdelveritto thee, P/al.37.9. Tue falvasion of the righte- 
| ss 


374 The Doctrine of Providence. 


m i a a 
ous is of the Lord, he ts their ftrengthin thetime of trouble, 
v.40. And the Lord foall help them, and deliver them from the 
wicked and (ave them becaufe they truft in him, 
No furer way 3. No furer way te mils our good then not to dependon God , 
romifsour Pial.52.7, Loe! this is the man that made not God his firength, 
good,then not bye rrufted in the abundance of his riches; why loe ! whatof 
ee on him ? fee v.53. God foal defroy him take him away , pluck bim 
x out of his dwelling place, and root him cut of the land of the liv- 
ing. Curfed be the man that trufteth in man, ana-maketh flefh 
hisarm , and Whofe heart departeth from the Lord, Jer.17. 5» 
And v.6. He fall be like the keath inthe defart, and foall not 
fee when good cometh , but fhall inhabit the parched places in the 
Wildernefs, in afalt land , and mot inhabited, Ila. 7. 9. If ye 
will net believe, {urely ye foall not be eftablifoed. 
Whoever de- 4. Who ever depended on kim but [ped well ? Our fathers true 
| hd fled in thee, and thou didst deliver them, {aid David. fob did, 
meow “and hecame up frefh again: David though he walked through 
the valley of the fhadow of death, yet he weuld fear none ill ; 
Paul did truftin him, and he was delivered. 
Why nodes __ 5° Why wilt thon not depend on him now (when.thou haft wit 
pendonbin 2nd ufe of reafon and limbs, and ftrength ) to do thee good ? who 
now, whohath did takecare for thee in the womb, and inthy {wadling gar- 
providedfor ments 2 when thou wert not able to fhift for the leaft good,nor 
chee hithertc. frong enough to put by the leaft evil, wile thou forfake his 
/carenow ? Who took thee up from thy mothers womb, and Yas 
thy God, when thou did/t bang upon thy mothers breft ? Pfalm 226 
hon —, : 
6. Why Wilt thou not depend upon kim for acceffories , who 
enionhim 242” of his own gracionfnefs conferred the principals ? If he hath 
foracceffories, done great matters for thee,will he not de the leffe? ifhe hath 
who hath con- given thee that which none but a God can give, willhe not 
ferred the prin- break open the ordinary courtefies of a daily friend, for food 
Cipalss - and raiment? Rom. 8.32. He that [pared not bis own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all , how foall he not with him alfofrecly 
give us all things ? | 
7. What ts it to him, to come in and do thee good ? what expence 
Whatisitto ss he at ? or to what trouble and pains is he expofed? hecan fay 
mai ro do thet che word, and ftill all thy troubles, he can fpeak the word, and 
a allobey him: He can command his loving kindnefs in a mo- 
f ' ment, 


or 
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ment, and do thee what good he pleafe:h , what is it for him , 

to turn,to guide, to reftrain,to take off, to let down,to command 

any good to thee, or evil off thee, who every moment fatisfies 

and fufteins a whole world of creatnres ? 

8. Confider of (hrifts reafonings here: He looks after the Confider 
Sparrows much more after men; after the grafs and Lillies, Mat. Chrilts reafon- 
6. (Much more after you, Oye of little faith ; after ftrangers , pair. 
much more after thofe of hisown houfehold ; after enemies , 
much more after friends , after them that hate him, much more 
after them that lovehim, after all , much more after his chil- 
dren: Is God worfe then an irfidel,not to provide for his own 
family ? l 

We may raife our felves to a dependance upon Gods Provi- To ralfe our 
dence; by fuch reafonings as thefe. - (elves to a de- 

1. Conclude, from the le(sto the greater, if he clothes the Pends"c- 

s mi Conclude. 
grafs, feeds the Ravens, much, more you, ec. Fes lGa 
2. Conclude from the greater tothe le/s: If God have gi- the greacer. 
ven youhis Son, how fhould he not with him give you all From the gre» 
things, Kom.8.32. {fhe give graceand glory, he will not t**° the lels, 

withhold any good ching, P/a/.84.11. 

3. Conclude from things paft, to a providence for things pre- From things 
fent: As David, 1 Sam.17.37. The Lord that delivered me patt,to things 
out of the paw of the Lion, and outof the Paw of the Bear relent. 
will deliver me out of the hand of this Philiftim. i 

4. Conclude from things paft and prefent to things foture : From things 
as Paul. 2 Cor.1.10. Who delivered us from fo great a death, pst and prefent 
and doth deliver, in him we truft that he will yet deliver us : So aniti, 
David, Pfal 23. He reckons what God liad done, and was 
fill a deing for him, and thence concludes, v.6. Surely goodnefs 
and mercy fhall follow me all the dayes of my life. 

5. Conclude from large relations to [pecial : Gods Provi- From large re- 
dence extends to ftrangers , fhall it not tothofe of his own |stions to pe- 
houfho!d ? ifto enemies, then much more to children. cial. 

6. Conclude from ancient effetls of Providence tothe Chsrch, grom ancient 
for a Providence [united to thy prefent condition: The Lord hath efeas of Peo- 
thought on his Church,in her low eftate , delivered Ifrael out of vidence<o a 
Egypt,overthrown Pharob,refcued David preferved the Jews a- Providence in 
gaintt Hamans Plot, built his Temple and che walls of Jerafa- gh preien: Com” 
jem, againtt Plots, Scandals, Weapons,in Ezrah and Nedemiahs ~- 

time 
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time: Thought of JofephinthePrifon, Daniel inthe Lions 
Den, the three Children in the furnace , fonah inthe Whales 
belly. Given retto the Church inthe midft of bloudy per- 
fecutions in Paa/s time, and in Conftantines time.Saved Ifrael by 
300, men of Gideon, difcomfited the Philiftims by Powathan and 
his Armor bearer ; delivered King e/a by a few againft a 
Thoufand Thoufand, Hezekiah from Senacherib, and ehofaphat 
from the Children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir. Cer- 
tainly the Church is ftill under the fame Covenant, and under the 
fame providence, if we do but bring the fame veflel of faith and 
Prayer, 

Ob j- But I would have this good, and yet it fticks, God will 
not fend it out. 

Sol, Our defire isnot the fquare of good, neither muft our 
will be the rule of Providence. 

2. Yethedothnot, hereafter he may , he depends aright on 
Providence, who doth not cull out his good , nor fet God a 
day. 
Obj. But the cafe is d ficult. 

Sol, To whom are difficulties! to man, tous; butisthere 
any thing too hard for the Lord ? is his hand fhortned , that it 
‘cannot fave ? and what is it for him to alter the heart,or to make 
the will to yield, orto removethe grounds of refolutions, or 
te.take offimpediments,or to caft in irrefiftible motives?He can 
mekethe Egyptians as willing to fend out h.s people, as to keep 
them back,and now to adorn and inrich them „as once to opprefs 
and {poil them. Nothing ftandsin his way, asa bar againft his 
power; neither the depths of mifery, nor the hopelefnefs of our 
infufficiency,nor the deadnefs of vifible meanes,nor the combina- 
tion of powerful infolencies,aor the confpired intentions of ruine 
are any thing to him, his own arm alone can doeit,and that which 

Ufe.2. 18 infinitely exalted aboveall ftrength, can be ftayed by none, - 
Letusnotvex If there be a Providence generally extending to all, and efpe- 
anddifquiee ciallyto the people of God: Then We foould learn not to ver 
Our minds and ayd difquiet sar minds and hearts: Thisis it which hrif lef- 


gee Toned his Difcisles, fince there was a God who looked to the 
Mat,6.28 Grafs, andto the Lillies, anda father who looked untothem, 
therefore they Should not rake thought and care, Mat.6. And 

`~ their hearts fhauld not be troubled, 1 Pet.5.7. Caf all your care 
-s ja 
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upon him, for he careth for you, (.1.) Do not ye perplex your 

felves about your conditions, your fafettes, your fupports, you 

may eafe your felves of all this, there is a God who takes care 

for you, who mindes you, who thinks on you, who will pro- 

vide wellenough for you. Phil.4. 5. Let your moderation be 

known to all men, the Lord is at hand (.4.) do not you rent 

your felves with exceffe of grief, or vaitneffe of getting, or 
impatience in fuffering, as if there were none neer to help you, 

The Lord is at hand, your help, your ftrength, your fupply, 

your comfort isnot farre from you, v.6. Be careful for no- 

thing. (.i.) whatfoever your condition be, do not you now af- 

fli& your felves with anxieties, and feares, and thoughtfom- 

nefle, But in every thing ty prayer and fupplication, with 

thant [ziving let your requeft be made known unto God,(.i.)Blefs 

for what you have, and pray for what you want, and leave it 

to God, and fo in patience poffeffe your foules. There are di- 

vers things about which we vex our felvesin vain, ( furely they We vex our 
are difquieted in vain, faid David in another cafe, Pfad. {elves in vain 
39.6.) about 

1. One is the Deadne/s of means. When we delire a good The desdnefs 
and though we conceive a life in the fountain (an ability in of mesns. 
God to doit) yet we apprehend a deadnefsin the meanes , we 
cannot fee any fenfible ceftimonies, or probabilities in the fecond 
caufes to ftay us, and feed our hopes and expeCtations, and 
therefore we fret and vex at our own unhappinefs, and the exi- 
gences that we are put to. 

2. Another is, the Croffeneffe of events, When we have the conene(s 
looked for light, and behold darknefle ; when we have expe@- of events, 
ed favour and meet with difregard, when we have fet down 
comfort, and arearrefted with forrow , when we have written 
for plenty, but the anfwer is poverty, when we have promifed 
to our felves fecurity, but a fhipwrack of many loffes hath funk 
our eftates. Now the foul is filled with variety and curiofity 
of difturbing thoughts, and doth moft artificially torment and 
difquiet it felf with exceflive forrow, and melancholly, and 
bitterneffe. 

3. Achirdis, The weakneffeand thinneffe of our conditions : A wesknefs 
when there is no more then from hand to mouth, and thatit is}. °™" onsi 
with us as with a candle fed with adropof oyl if you do not ` 

Cce adde 
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l adde another, the flame goes out. So when our livings have 

but this peny and ftock , and but this piece of bread, and chat 

we may fay, Ihave but a handful to make a cake for me and l 
my child, that we may eat and die, This impotency of coadi- : 
tion is that which doth fad and grieve , and difra@ us, and 
thrufts out many violent expreffions, What fhall we eat? and ` 
pe fhall we drink? Shall we die for thirff > Can he give bread 

aljo? 

. 4. A Fourth is, Tbe great_ftreagth of a prefent affidlion: ` 
fren eb a Or the fucceffive exchange of many af ions he! there 
prefent afli- doth betide us an intimate and quick croffe, ina good which lay 

ion. nextthe heart; er elfe afflictions come like 7.6’s meflengers, 

one had fcarce delivered his errand, but another brings news of 
another loffe, and perhaps, the next afflictions are the foreft tie 
dings ; I fay when afflictions come thus on a perfon like waves 
in the fea, one riding on the neck of another ; or like foldiers 
in a battet, onefileof men prefenting and giving fice after ano~ - 
ther;and then a main body of afflictions,encountring us at once. 
Oh this is a fad eftate and we think that we may take good leave - 
now to beangry , nay to be impatient,and vex ard defpair, as i£. 
there were no Divine Providence in fuch aconditionasthis,  “ 
Strangeinter-3 5: A Fifthis, Strange checkings and interruptions after fair 
captions after’! and probable proceedings. When we have chofen means and 
probable proe have confecrated them by prayer and dependance, and have.en- 
ceedings, deavoured with all fidelity and uprightneffe, not to mingle any 
unlawful a& or courfe, to finifh alawfuldefire , and God hath 
feemed to breath onall, and to fmileon the enterprife; yet on 
the fudden he checksall*, itis with usas withthe Sun, which 
í, though it. did fhine. yet there comes a cloud and clafps it, and 
coversit; fo God dothmany times put all our probabilities 
to aftand, nay he turnes them rather to the contrary that it 
fhall not be, nay and perhaps wheels things about fo that it: 
fhallneverbe The heart in fucha cafe is put to it, itis trou- 
bled, it tands ftill, it admires, itis difquieted, it knowes not 
what to make of Providence now. 
The doubrful-. 6. A Sixth Cafe of vexing, is The doubifulneffe of poftert. 
nefle of poke- ty, Perhaps a man hath many children, little means, few or no 
iya friends, the mother-is dead, thechildrenyong, the goods di- 
vided, very, very mean, and he is dying: Here armies of cares- 
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and of feares multiply inthe mind, and difputes, and projects, 
and when all the imaginations and devices are fummed up, they 
cometo nothing, they can contribute no effectual relief or en- 
largement, yet che man is troubled, and thinks, what fhall be- 
come of mine? 

Now I thall endeavour to fhew unto you how the goodneffe, p. — 
and wifdom, and power of Providence may take off all thele Providence 
grounds of vexation. may take cff all 

Touching the firft, whichis The deadneffe of meanes, that thefe grounds 
either they are not, or they work not, they do not fet out to of vexation. 
further, or bring in our good ; they are asit were afleep though "h afi ‘ ‘ 4 a 
we knock at them, yet they hold in that good and afliftance, >. means. 
which God hath putinto them, I fay concerning this, obferve The powerful 
the powerful methods of Providence, viz. i metbods of 

1. The fountain of cur good is not in the means: they areProvidence 
the channels which let in the fhip many times, they are thie nme ~~ 
cifterns or rather the pipes to convey the water, but the {pring of our piy“ 
of all good is in heaven. When thou art fick thy health is not notin the 
in the Phyficians hand, but in Gods hand, when thou art means, 
needy , thy relief is notinthy friend, butin thy God ; it is 
He that fileth the hungry, and fatufieth the needy. When I 
givea man a gift, he takes it out of my hand, my heart was the 
` caufe of the gift, my hand was onely the intrument, the means 

which we fee are but as it were the fingers of God his lower 
hand, but his love is the fountain of all the benefits we enjoy : 
and therefore God doth many times fhut up the means, he clo- 
feth that hand becaufe we fhould learn whence to draw our 
helps, and know to whom we owe all our mercies, Yea and 
we find thus much, that God doth draw us up to himfelf by 
topping up thofe lower wells of watey. When the rivers fail 
us, then we willlookupto the clouds forrain, when means 
ftand as unufeful, or as unable, then we can look up to God 
aad fay, if the Lord himfelf be noton our fide, ee. we can 
now confeffe, that all mercy, and all helps,and all comfort is 
onely in Gods hands, he who iseffentially good hath che com- 
mand and diftribution of every good. 

2. Noweans of skem(elves alone, are ableto do any thing , No means of 
They cannot turn themfelves nor incline themfelves to our ea papier VF 
unleffe God turn, and incline, and command them, If God pne acap to 

s y tbing. 
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will not act and ufe them, theinftrument cando nothing (as 
the hammer orrod) if weufethem not. They do not work to 
our helps, in a natural and neceffary way, but by appointment 

_ andorder, according as God is pleafed to work or not to work, 
fo they prove afliftances or no affiftances unto us: like 706’s 
friends who came to comfort him, but they did for a while 
onely look on him and were filent, fo the means can but look on 

, us,andweonthem, till God bid them become comforts and. 
helps, There is none faved by the multitude of an hof. Allthe 
means in the world nakedly confidered, are but asa mill, which. 

if the wind comes to it, thenitcan grind the corn, but if the 
Wind forbears,the Mill isat a ftand , Or like a Dial, on which 

if the Sun fhines, it may direct us; but if the Sun lies under a 
cloud, itisof no prefent ufe to us, fo if God hold off from 
the means, if he breathes not upon them, if he doth not cata 
lively influence into them, they can and will do nothing for us. 
If thou be troubled in thy mind, thy deareft friend cannot be 
comfort to thee unleffe God doth put power into his confer- 
ence; he may fpeak words unto thee but not comfort to thee ; 
and if thou be difeafed in thy body, thy mof skilful Phyfitian. 
cannot be health, and eafe to thee, unleffe God doth put health 
into the potion or plaifter, he may prefcribe cordials, but he 
cannot prefcribe health or life. For God hath a Providence 
which over-rules all means, and all means being but fubordinate 
agents depend on God, both for being, and working, and re- 
ftraint ; they are not the abfolute Lords of their own operati- 
ons , and God hath fo intrufted them with power to do us 
good, that yet he keepsin his own hand the delivery out of 
that good ; asa Mafter who though he hath put a Cabinet or 
Box of Treafures into his fervants chamber, yet he keeps the 
key himfelf, fo that none of it comes out, but by his willand 
appointment; inlike manner, though God hath laid feveral 
God doth ufu- @Ptteffes in the Creatures to do good, yet God keeps the key 
ally takeaway (2) God doth fo determine of things that they fhall not be- 
cheefcQual ftow themfelvesin their own way, but onely according to his 


virtue of the direction, otherwife we might bow down and kiffe the Crea- 
means,when ; 

ett a 3. Goddoth ufually take away the effettaal virtue of means - 
shem. «sss hen we fet our confidences on them. Thereisan ufe of means, 
aa — oe a a 
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and there is a confidence on means ; I may put my hand upon 
them, but I may not put my heart upon them, If I fet up 
means as caufes, and look uponthem as the fpringsof life and 
death, that if I havethem Iam furely made, if I have them 
not, Iam certainly marred. When aman will put his whole 
conditioninto the hands of fuch and fuch means, this man doth 
in his heart depart from God, and God ordinarily doth dafh 
the confidences of fuch a perfon, as Jer.2.36 Why gaddeft 
thou about {c much to change thy way, thon fhalt be afhamed of 
Egypt as thon waft ahamed cf sAffyria:¥.37. Yea thon foalt 
go forth from him, and thine hands upon thine bead, for the Lord 
hath rejected thy confidences and thou fhalt not profper in them, 
When Z/rael did dote on her lovers, God threatens to make 
her afhamed of her lovers , fo when we do dote and fet our 
affections and per{wafions, that it fhall be done, and cannot but 
be done, if fuch means prefent themfelves, without eying the 
great power of the all-difpofing God, he will fruftrate our con- 
fidences , and flay the meanes before our faces , we fhall 
fee the means to flie off, or to fink , or to deny their help 
unto us. 

4. Divine Providence Will feldom work and appear in fet providence 
means (.s.) in fuch wayes which we cut out through a diffident will feldom 
curiofity: There are two forts of fet means. work and ap- 

1. Such as God hath drawn ont, this is a way walkin it. Te Pearin fet 
is {fuch a path which he hath commanded us to tread inand to Fal f 

: ; wo forts o 
expect his bleffing. (ex mlae 

2. Such as a Diftrnftful heart deviferh: Which is either 
fome merely conceited form of help, or elfe a determination of 
Providence to this or that way onely. v: g. If God doth not 
ftirre up fuch a friend, orif he doth not fpeak by fuch a Mini- 
fter, orif he doth not bleffe the directions of fuch a Phyfician, 
when we tie and limit Providence thus to arife in our own 
wayes, we caufe Providence to hold back, God keeps in much 
good, for which we fet him our wayes and our times: God 
hath feveral means to do us good, and he doth it not alwayes by 
one, becaufe he is able co do it by any, and fometimes he holds 
up himfelf in all,chat we fhould learn co truk on none of chem Providence or- 
-but on himfelf. dinsrily makes 

5» Gods Providence ordinarily doth make choice of negletbed Choice of del- 
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and defpifed means. For things do moft appear as gifts from 
God, when the creatures in our opinion and reafon, are either 
moft unable, or moft improbable to yield them unto us, the 
way that we leaft thought on : as God doth chufe the weakthings 
of the world. 1 Cor.1.27. To confound the things that ave migh- 
ty; and v.28. Bafe things and defpifed things ; | fay ashe doth: 
make choice of thefe in the miniftrations of the Gofpel of 
Grace, fo he doth bring about our temporal good oft times by 
ithe fervice of moft unlikely and difregarded means. Though 
Naaman the Affyrian defpifed the waters of Jordan, and pre- 
ferred thofe of Abana and Pharpar Rivers of Damafcus 
2King 5. 10. Yet thofe flighted waters did cleanfeand cure 
him. And when David prefented himfelf to deliver Z/rael 
from Goliah and the Philifims though his brethren rebuked his 
audacity and forwardnefs, and though Sau? feared his youth- - 
fulneffe and inability, and though the Philifim derided and . 
curfed his bold attempt, yet David flings him down with a lit- 
tle tone to the ground, fo doth God give great deliverances 
to his people, and great overthrowes to their enemies, an 
much good tous, not alwayes according to the fulneffe cd 
fairneffe of means, but fometimes by weak, and mean, and un- 
expected inftruments. The friend which thou haft fet up as 
thy refuge, doth fail thee, when a perfon by whom thou couldft 
not expect an affiftance doth plentifully refrefh thy bowels, It 
was the poor man whom none regarded, that Did deliver the ` 
City frongly befieged, Ecc/.9.14,15. And the broken pieces 
of the fhip landed all the fouldiersfafe in Pau/’s fhipwrack, 
AGs 27.44. Asit was faid of Luther who was the inftrument 
ftirred up to fhake the chair of Rome, Vir fine (pe, fine re, con- 
tulit orbis opes. A worthlefs, regardlefs, flighted work, yet an 
occafion of the greateft reformation in Chriftendom. 
God can quick. 6. God can quicken dead means, Thoughthemeans ( which 
en dead means. we can find out ) be as improbable to bring in our defired good 
as Sarah’s womb to conceive a child, Yet fhereceived a child 
when foe wes paf age, Heb. 11.11. For God guickeneth the 
dead and calleth thofe things which be not, as though they were, 
Ro.4.17. In Ex.37.1,2.God leads the Prophet into the midi 
of the valley Wich was full of bones, and they were very many, 
and very drie now faith God unto him, v.3.S0n of mancan thefe 
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bones live? He anfwered, O Lord God thou knoweft . Then God 
commanded him to prophefie unto them, and bone came to bone, and 
the finewes and the fifo came upon them, v. 7,8. eAnd breath 
came into them,and they lived and flood upon their feet,anexcecd= 
ing great army, Ver.10. 

Thus it may be in the deadnefle of all means , when 
there may be as little reafon to look for any good from 
them, as for life and ftrength from dead and dry bones, 
yet God can breathe uponthem, and put a life and ftrength, and 
delire, and help from them unto us, Even when we come to 
fay There is no hope , yet then can God revive the root and 
caufe it to fend out the branches, and when darkneffe hath al- 
moft extinguifhed all light, yet God can create and inable the 
moft fainting means with fufficiency of ftrength and affiftance. 
Ifa.50.10. Whois be that walks indarkneffe, and fees no light, 
let himtruft in the name of the Lord, and ftay upon his God. 
Though it comes to that, By whom fhall facob arife for he is 
fmall? Orto that, J looked on my right hand, and there was 
none to deliver, Ortothat, Mafer fave us or elfe We perifh, 
yet Gods hand is not fhortned that it cannot fave He can 
ftir the hearts of people and give charge and commiffion un- 
to them to confider of thy perfon, and of thy condition, and to 
fpeed in to be help,or counfel,or comfort,or deliverance,or ftay 
and refuge unto thee. 

7- Godis not tied to any Means: The Obligation here is on 


our: part, not on Gods. He -can do us good in every gadig 
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means, whether great or weak, whether manifeft orig any Means. 


fecret; yea, though means do fail, yethe cando us good 
without them. Forafmuch as he is an independent Agent, 
and borrows not any good todo us good; and heis able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we are abletoask or think: 
This is no extraotdinary experience, that when we have tired 
out our felves in che ufe and expence of means, and all of them 
have fpent their skill and power, and readineffe to do us good, 
and now God muft fhew his immediate finger, yet he hath fpo- 
ken the word and we have been healed. Many a perfon hath 
been caft afide as a dead man by the judgment of a College of 
Phyficians, whom yet God hath (without them) alone reftored 
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to life again. Though the fubject cannot perform any things 
of office without the Kings Seal and authority, yet the King 
may and can perform them without us: Second caufes cannot 
do good without the confent and influence of the firft,yet God 
can bring about his purpofes and intentions without them: As 
he is 4b/o/ute to chufe what means he pleafeth, and wife inthe 
ufing of them to pitch onthe beft, fo he is Omnipotent to com- 
mand by his own arme all our helps and fupplies: 
The fecond Caufe of Vexation, was the Crofsenefs of events: 
The croffene(s When our projecting thoughts are difapointed , not that iflue 
ofevents. which wedefigned, but fome other quite contrary behappens 
The goodnefs unto us. In this cafe we fhould feel out the goodnefle of Pro- 
4 * ia vidence and not vex. Therefore know, 
E BER or 1, That we muft not think to wrong Providerxce of its Rights s 
think to wrong There are Regalia amongit us, fome Royalties which are the 
Providence of Kings Prerogatives, upon which no fubject may prefume to in- 
its rights. = trench. And thereare Adagnalia, fome wonderful and peculi- 
ar rights which God affumes to himfelf, the which no creature 
mutt wreft out of his hands. To be a fountain of good, none but 
God can be this, and to be the End of things none but He; and 
to fet up peremprorily fuch a particular Iffue, that this fhall be , 
or that thus and thus it fhall be; this is one of the Righrs of Pro- 
vidence. Such an iffue and event we may propound witha re- 
Jam.4.15.  fervation and fubmiffion, as S. James faid , Zf God will, but pe- 
remptorily we may not, Only he hath liberty to fet up fuch a 
particular iffue, who hath of himfelf power and wifdomto 
ale Occurrences fo, as effectually to drive and fall into that 
iffue. 
Thelflues of 2. The Iffues of Providence are ever better then the Iffues of 
Prosidence sre Defire: There are fome iffues which fall out by Providence ac- 
ever beter cording to ourdefire; there be fome iffues which we do defire, 
cca ia Ifues but Providence defeats them by making things to be otherwife. 
“i Now the iffue of Providence is alwayes the beft, becaufe itis an 
iffue grounded upon a faultleffe goodneffe , and upon an uner- 
ring wifdom and prefcience:_ I can (at the higheft) but think 
it will be good for me, but God doth clearly know it will be 
badforme. That which I defire is not therefore good for me 
becaufe I defire it, but that which God brings upon me,is there- 
fore good, becaufe he hath done it, The thing that I defire is 
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plenty, and the thing which God layes on me is poverty; That 
fcarcity which God brings is far better (in the proofofit) then 
that plenty which Icrave , for my plenty might have beena 
furfet, a fnare at that time, but my fcarcity hath kept meciofer 
to God, humbler in my mind, more diligent in my calling more 
depending on Gods promifes, more careful in prayer , more 
watchfulin my converfation then perhaps 1 fhould hive been 
jf my condition had been more fulland great. The thing that 
J lay out is Health, and the thing which God brings is Sickne/s. 
My health (in this cafe) would not prove to me fuch a mercy as 
my ficknefs ; my Shop perhaps had been fuller with thac, bur 
my Sou! is now made better with this: Many a man has caf an- 
chor by ficknefs at Heaven gates, who hath been fayling in the 
time of his health with full {peed co Hell. You make mucha- 
doe to compafs and fetch in fuch a worldly creature, and pro~ 
pound much comfort in the enjoying ofit; you can no fooner 
tafte it, but either it rifeth again{t you as a difcomforr, or elfe— 
is taken away from you,and the fhort twinkling of your comfort 
ceafeth. Do not vexat this, but feeche Art of Providence. 
which thus corrects our fetlingson the creature, and makesus č 
to know that the creature is no more and no longer a comfort 
then God will make it fo, and chat our fouls mult mount high- — — 
er to find an Ark to reft in,then the deluge of vain things. Why 
fhould I not yield to that iffue of Providence, which hath at 
orce hindred an evil, and done me a kindnefs ; I faw the good 
which fuch an iffue of my defire would have brought, but I faw 
not the evilwhich lyed under or mingled with it, I faw not 
what evil might have come with it, or whatill blood it might 
have bred in my heart (perhaps not able yet to enjoy and ufe 
fuch a mercy.) ° Sis true, this iffue which God brings is contra- 
ry to my expectation, but ic fhall not be contrary to my good, —— 
even difcomforts let in by a {weet providence, though they do 
not relifh, yet at length they, prove mok fincular Confo- _ 
lations. . ATAA . 
3. There are divers forts of croflings, 1. Somewhich pro- ses pusot 
ceed from Ignorance, as when unwittingly we let flie a word, OF Croffiags, 
bolt out an action which proves an impediment to the defign Some which 
of another, 2. Others which proceed from Afalice , whenproceed from ° ` 


with that evil man we fow Tares on purpofe to hinder the wheat fsnorsnce. 
Ddd and O: fromMalice 
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and harvelt. We lay plotsand devifes to crofs the intentions 
of our neighbour from the comfortable attainings of his defires, 
O: from Pru- 3. And. lome which do fpring from Prudence, as the father 
dence, doth many times crofs the child, not out of Ignorance, becaufe 
he knows not his defire, or what is fic, norout of Malice, to 
vex the hearc of his dear child but of a Pious Wi;dom, knowing, 
That not what he detires, bat perhaps what he diflikes is belt 
forhim: Evea-Phyfick, though the. patient likes it nor, is bet- 
ter then AZzar, whieo yet he craves. And thus doth God crofs 
events to his people out ofa fingular refped , and cut of wile 
srounds a cietos ; parce he ier na the a jo Gni 
of any thing which will prove good to them, but that he 
nd | Winders at evil which. would otherwife. break in upon: 
a them. i 
IfGod crofeh 4, If God_croffech the injoying of one good, it is becaufe he- 
the injoying of barh purpojed to beftow upon us a better good: AS we cannotal- 
ee... wayes difcern the-real proof ofa good, fo we are not able to. 
tergood, comprehend the Latitudes of a good; there may be a better 
i “good for thee then what thou haft had, or what now thou cra 
veft. And it may fo fall out chat one outward good may hin-. 
der another, there being fome good things of the fame kind 
w= are incompatible at once andGod doth therefore difappoint_ 
us in the leffer,having referved for us by his fpecial Providence a 
mare fuicabie good in all concurrence of circumftances. The fa- 
ther croffeth che child in a mean Cottage, becaufe he intends to 
fettleon hima largeand more noble inheritance. Ifthouare 
croffed inthy defign of a particular good, it is becaufe Provi- 
dence feeth it will not be good for thee, or not good at this 
time, or that there is a better good then that intended to thee, 
which though forthe prefent thou canft not fee, yet hereafter 
mmm when things do ripenand open themfelyes thou.fhale confeffe 
with thankfulneffe.. 
‘There isa §., Thereis a dinble croffing of aneuent, one by Abfolute de- 
double crofiing 1527, another by fiteing and preparing a fit feafon, which isa. 
ofan evens, fpace of ripening,;&c. And by a-thing that is contrary God 
Cafe3. can further ourg¢od, though it be contrary to our expedation, 
The. weskae(s. yet it may be fubordinate to Gods difpofttion, i l 
and unlikely- Athird Cafe of Vexationis the Weaknefs and Unlikelyhood 
aod of ourpre- of onr prefent conditions, which are feeble andtoo fhort.to d 
ap e EE ee ee a Maine. 
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„maintain usand ours. Our lives inthis cafe feem like a_long 
piece of wick with a few drops ofoil to feed the Lamp. Per- In this cat Pro- 
haps many mouths, and little money, or rayment, or meat, yet ¥i<ence may 
here Providence may fuccour the foul, by confidering, moon bf 
1.DivineProvidence ís a Daily care:X ou fee thofe flying crea- Provided ú 
tures, the birds, the Ravens, and the reft of them, they feed fo Daily care. 
to day, that they know not where to expect their breakfaftto 
morrow, but God provides a new Table for them every day, 
they Rep our and find it fo, and therefore they fleep quietly in 
the night. Youknow what Chrift counfelled his Difciples , 
Mat.6. Take no thought for to morrow ; and he bade them to 
Tray, Give us this day our daily bread. If God were weary to 
give thee thy daily penny, or unable to continue mean fuppl’es, 
unto thee, then thou mighteft have feme reafonto vex. Bue 
as David {pake, Pfal.37.3.Truftinthe Lord, and do good, fo 
Shale thon dwell in the land, and verily thon foal: befed, fthou 
canft find an hand to labour, and Faith to trut, God will find 


meat to feed thee, and raiment to cloath thee. 


2. The bleffing of Providence can add more means toa little , The biefing of 


o’ firengthen alittle to continue till mors comes in. There ig a Providence can 
add more means 


marvellous art in Divine Providence, or 
7 I. Addition, whith is a ftrange fucceffion ofone means in i 
the room of another, that when one is ended another begins. 
Eliah is fent to the brook Cherith, but then God commanded 
the Ravens to feed him there, 1 King.17.4,5,6. After chat he 
is fent to Sarepta, but then there alfo God had commanded a 
‘Widow woman to fultain him, v.9. 
2. Continuation, 1 King.17.14, The barrel of meal hall not 
wafte, neither fhal! the crufe of oil fail, antil the day that the 
Lord fendeth rain upon the earth. V.15. And fhe, and he, and 
her houfe did eat many dayes. It is not what we feein hand , 
but what we can feel out in Providence. A condition which 
is weak in fight may be fullin providence. I may give my child 
fo much today, and yet I referve more for him againft’ to mor- 
row. That which he hath is but little and will not endure, but 
that which I will daily d'fpence is more, and fhall be enough to 
keep him: Some Chriftians do live moreupon hand then o- 
thers. God doth asit were (to their eye and obfervation) de- 
liver out every day all the allowance they have,and others have 
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change of mge 
ny and greater, -ir 
aMlitions. | pen 

In thiscae Ger and appointment. 706 5.6. Affiittion cometh not forth of 
eontider, the duft, neither doth trouble {pring ost of the ground,- It is an 


iG pog 
a faid in another cafe, Haw fall they preach except they be [ent ? 


rod and who hath appointed it, Affliction is asa rod, it is a fmart 
~~ kindof Doetrin(and therefore itis elfewhere called the fcourge) 
put God appoints it,not one lath befals us but by his command, - 
Amos 3.6:Shall there beevil ina City and the Lirdhath not done ` 
it? There is evilof iniquity,and this man doth, thisis a finful evil, 
in which God hath no effecting hand; and there is anevii of 
calamity, and this God doth; this is a miferable evil inwh ch 
God hath an inflifting hand. Nay, the Apoftle oft times tells. 
us ofa preordination co afflictions, Rom.8.29. So 1.Thef-3.3. 
He would: have no man moved by thefe afliCtions, vowing that 
' ~ Weare appiinted thereunto. So that Providence muft neceffari- 
havea hand inour affli&tions, forafmuchas they and we ne- 
er meet but by Gods appointment of them forus, and of us. 
tothem. . Job was fenfible of this, and therefore he falls to blef- 
fing, The Lord hath gives, and the Lord hath taken , bleffed be 
the Name of the Lord. Ti there were no otlier reafon but this , 
nor. to vex; i¢were fuficient; vic, That God is the abfolute 
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Lord of lifeand death ; he is the Lord of our mercies and of our 
affizSions, Js it fir to fay to him, What doft thon? David qui  _— 
ets himfelf by thistoo, P/al.39.9. I was dumb, [opened not my __ 
mourhbecau{e thon didit. q.d. ItfstheLord, andl haveno 
moreto fay. So the€hurch, Mic.7.9. 1 will bear the indigna-~— 
viswofthe Lord. q.d. Itis not for meto mutter, to murmure, —— 
I have defervedit, and God hath brought it; itis mycrofs, 
and {mutt bearit, I muft ficdown quietly and thankfully un- 
der it. 

2, Divine Providence doth not only command the being of 


affliction, but qualifies every affliction, fo as that it foalt thus ona 
mercy tokss people. Affliction ts likea Sword which can Kill Mi&ion thae 
and may lance too, [tis like a wind, which caa fink,and may fur- i: msy tea 
ther the fhip too: Now however afflictions may prove to e- mercy. 
vilmen, yet to good men they are ever for good. Phyfick , 

though it be not good to the palate, yet it may be good tothe 
perlon. No afflilt.on for the prefent fiems joyous, but aftera— 
wards it yields the peaceable fruit of righteou{ne/s,Heb.12, Je 
is good for me, faid David, that I was afflitted , for now have L_ 
kept thy Teftimenies. There is a double way of afflicti- 
ons, ; e 

One Natural, and this is but to ftrip us of fome comfortable 
good, to ftep in °rwixt us and our delights, to cut down our 
Flower, to cloud our Sun, to darken our Day, to make a fepa-. 
ration ‘¢wixt a man and his temporalcomforts: I delightina 
child , and death fnatcheth him away; ina wife, and fheis 
rented from me, ina friend, and he is gathered to his lat home 
too. Afflictions thus confidered are like Abimilechs fervants 
who ftopped the Wells which Abrahams fervants did dig, fo 
thofe poor and low Wells of Confolation which our judgments 
and affections have found ovt, when afflictions come they {top 
them, they are like fohe higher Tides and waves which do co- 
ver the fhore, and bereave us of our neareft contentments, and. 
fo arean heavy pain to us. 

Another is /nfufed: as inthe matter of phyfick, there is the 
natural {trength and virtue of every ingredient, and there is 
che fuperadded virtue of the Phyficians art compounding and 
qualifying the ingredients: Ifthe ingredients fhould be given 
fingle, and asthey are able to work by their meer natural abi- 
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lity, they would quickly tear out the heart ofa patient, but be- 
ing corrected and tempered, now they do but drive out thedi« 
feafe of the perfon. Thus doth God qualifie all affiGions for 
good, as when he bleffed the waters of Jordan, they cured Nae 
amas ofhis Leprofie; fo when God tqagapers the afli&ions , 
they fhall cure his fervants of their finful corruptions. J/4.27.9 
By thus therefore fhall the iniquity of facob be purged, and this 
ss all the fruit, to take away kis fin. Youdonotcatt gold in- 
to the fire to confume, but to purifieit, nordoth God caft his 
people into afflictions to deftroy, but to better them. Ez-k.20, 
37. 1 willcaufe you to paffe ander the Red, and I will bring you 
inte the bond of the Covenant, Thou mayeft well kifs chat rod 
which hath occafioned thee to fo near, fo great fo {weet a com- 
munion with God. “Every afiliGtionis either as Posathans ara 
row, to informus; oras Æbigails counfel, to hinder us, or like + 
the Predigals penury, to recalus; or like Jofephs look, tore- 
vive our memories; or like E/i/ha’s waters, to cleanfe, or like 

Davids rod to quicken, &c. i 

pe iii k 3. Divine Providence doth proportion all affliftions. There is 

afiat. a threefold proportioning ofan affliction, 

One, By fuiting it with the particular Exigence and need of 
the perfon: When it is fuch a kind of phyfick as dire@ly and 
aptly hits with a peculiar difeafeina man. Thacifa man could 
open his heart, and his way, and hiscondition, and then open 
the fecret meffage of the affliction, he may by obfervation 
of either fay, Hereisa difeafeandthere ts the remedy, Nay, 
he may by Prayer and fearch fee the difpoStion of his foul in the 
kind and manner of hisafflition. Look as the Word when it 
.comes in power to the confcience, it delivers the very frame of 
the heart unto it felf, fo when afflitions come with a bleffing , 
they reveale much by their circumftances, what ts amifs or what 
isto bedone. They point unto aman his pride, er carnal af- 
fections, or negligence, or hypocrifie, or unfruitfulnefs, or dif- 
regards to God, &c. 

Another, By accemmedating it With the firength of the perfon: 
So the afflictions fent by the hand of (peciaiProvidence,they are 
not rigors but chaftizements ; they are inflicted not according 
to the full defert of him who fuffers, but according to the mer- 
cifal wifdom of him who corre@teth. Job 34.23. He will = 
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lay upon man more then is meet, faid Elihu. Ila.27.8. In mea- 
Sure when it foooteth fortk thon wilt debate with it, 1 Cor.10.13. 

God is faithful, who will not fuffer you to be tempted above that 

you are able and he willynake you abletobearit. 1f God brings 

a ttrange afHiction, he will fupply with ftrange ftrength. God 

hath a right in all our comforts, and heis the better good then 

that which is taken away. If he brings a fudden affliction, he 

willfupply with fpeedy patience, if a ftrong affidion, then 

with a {trong Faith: So that though the afftiction be near, yet 

God willbe near too, and ifthat be high, his power fhalt ap- 

pearin weaknefs. A great afHiction fhall have a great effect ac’ 

the laft and fufficient ftrength forthe prefent; fufficient,though 

not inftantly to alter the affliction, yet to bear ir, and to make- 

an holy ufe thereof. 

A third, By moderating the time ; I will net contend for ever, 

faid God, //2.57.16.S0 1 Pet.r.6.For a feafon if need beye are in 

heavine/s, through manifold temptations. Affliction comes 

not but when there ts need, and no longer then needs muft fhall 

it abide, itis fora feafon, a feafon is fome congruous portion 

of time , it is not a perpetual endurance, but a convenient 

ace. 

74 Succeffive afflsitions are, as it were, a conrfe of Phyfick, Succeffive af- 
prefcribed by a Wife and faithful Providence: A fingle afAiGi- flittions are as 
on doth not make us many times underftand,it doth not awaken eri ari 
us; as Samnel at the firit call knew nor that ic was the Voice of py aXe A 
God: aman is apt to lay the blame on the unfeafonableneffe yidence. - 
of the air, or other accidents but when God repeats his ftrokes , 
when he charges afrefh and enters with a deeper wound nowthe 

heart ftartles, fomething is amifs,Orhis pride mult beleft, this per- 

functory ferving muft be reformed, this Alchine’s, this unprofita- 

blenes this worldlines,é¢c.God doch never multiply croffes with- 
out {pectal reafons,and therefore do not vex when Croffes renew 

them elves. If the former crofs had done all the work, a new 
fhould have been fpared. God hath no delight to afflid thee , 

but he will again, and again repeat his {trokes, rather chen thon 
fhoulditonce , and for ever lo>fe thy foul. Ifthou wile not 
humble thy felf under lefe afflitions, look for greater ; and 
mepreathictions will befal chee if former do not mend thee: It is 
a wife and good providence which will give phyiicx fo long tll 

the difeafe be cured, poes ae 
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Cafes: A fifth cafe of vexing , z the checking of a good, which might 


eee sexing be defired, and hath been fought in lawful wayes , and lawfully 
před e perom too, and With fair probability , yet ona [udden it 1 turned upfide 
ead hath "” down , there prefents it [elf [fome hindrance er defeatment: The 


been lawfully cafe (in fome refpect) may be the Ifraelites , when they fought. 


fought, againit the tribe of Benjamin. The grouud was jut; Benja- 
\ min would patronifea mof abhorred Villany , counfel isasked 


of God, directions given and followed (7udg.20.18. to 26. ) 

more then once}, and yet when they come to fight, J/rae/ fled 

before Benjamin; the firft day they lofe twenty and two thou: 

: fand, and the next eighteenthoufand: We fhould notin fuch 

En this cafe | a cafe vex and difquiet our hearts, for as much as Providence 
confider. hath a hand in allthis: therefore confider, 
This = 1. Vifible profperities are oftentimes checked: Becanfe we 
becaule we at 47e apt in this cafe togive and afcribe the efficacy of our good, 
cribe the effica- rather tothe means thentoGod: Probable means do (through 
ey of our good, our corruption) ftand twixt God and his glory. Now we think 
tacher to a the Church is fafe, all.muft needs go on ; for ftrength and wifa 
God, dome, and good fuccefs hath been on our fide, and fuch an ine 
; ftrument hath done much already , how apt age we in this kind 

to caft all the glory, and applaufe , and iffues on fecond agents, 

and God who hath done all is leait of allin our thoughts and 

confidences. So in other occurrences,when means feem to com- 

ply with.our projects and defires, and fallin as aptlyas we 

would have them, we do not ufually look up above them,” nor 

fee the hand of Providence, thus working and forming them, 

but afcribe the main fruit to the ftrength of our own devices and 
contrivances, or to the meer powers of the creature, and there- 

fore God doth difappoint usof our defires , leaft we fhould 

difappoint him of his glory. 

Lbismay:hsp- 2. Good ready to be delivered,by the probability of means, 
pen to affe& us many times fticks in the birth, zo affect us with the inftability 
with the infta of the creatures. that though they look bigg and promife fair, 
ae, ia yet on a fudden they fallafide fromus, -like a fhip floating to- 
'  wardsa point, or anarm of land, you would think it would caft 

anchor there, but the water winds afide, and the fhip paffeth a- 

way; fo do fecond caufes with which we deal, theyare of a 

ftrange and deluding nature, we think that they will empty 
their helps and afliftances,and comforts, weare ready to fiti on 
j them 
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them, andthen like flowers which we purpofe to take in the < 
next morning, they are fading; or like a flock of birds upon 
which we think to fpread the nett, they rife and flie ; fo mutable 
are all the creatures, and fo deceiveable are our fettlements and 
expeCtations here below. No man can affure himfelf by an un- 
certain help,ofa certain comfort: We are oftentimes mocked 
with the vanity of pretences, and are apt enough to build Rrong 
inferences upon weak and paper bulwarks,to create affured, and 
much good & contentment, from the {miles and cowardlinefs of 
ordinary probabilities, yet thus we find it,that fair probabilities 
as they do excite in us great hopes,fo they many times flip away 
and leave us to great forrowes ; yet thus much we get, viz.an ex- 
perience of the creature, and of our owncompactings, that we 
may not truft no not the complements of means,they are like the 
Pharifees in this, that they [ay and donot. Heisa wile Chriftian 
that enjoyes a good , fo ashe would wantit, and defires it fo 
as he would mifs it,and expectsit fo ashe may bedenyedit. God would ace 

3. Gods would alfo acquaint us hereby, with theinfufficiency qusintus bere- 
of all means, that thongh they promife , yet they cannot perform by.with the in- 
to us any good without bis leave: As in marriage there muf {vthciency of al 
not only be the confent of the child, but of the parent too,for the ™°*"* 
child is not /ws jars to difpofe and beftow himfelf, fois it to the 
fruitionof any good, the confent of the parent, ofthe father 
of lights, from whom defcends every good gift , muft be asked, 
or elle the creature, the means are infufficient, they are not ab- 
folute intheir wayes, 

4. Divine Providence doth many times interrupt probabi- Providence 
lities to fee whether we can truft on it in improbabilitses > There doth interrupt 
isa double ground , whicha man may affume of confidence , probabilities to 
that God will do him good. ae a o 

One is the ferensty and ripening concurrence of apparent means probabilities, 
and wayes; when theyde asit were all of them offer their 
fervice, and put to their helping hand, to further and finifha 
defired good; in fuch a cafe a mans fpirit isa float, heis per- 
{waded thathe fhall enjoy and take poffeflion, that God will 
now effect it, for he feeth all che means on his fide. 

Another is the fidelity, and goodne/s, and virtue of Gods pros 
mife; which though it benot fo fenfiblea ground , yet itis 
amore fure , and certain, and heavenly ground ; and it is the 
right and only ground of faith. God hath faid, that be 72 be 
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my God, that he will be ail fafficiasey to me , that he will be 


do many times- fhrink, that faith may have room to work, 
Ir is a fine temper to fear when things are probable, and to truft 
when things areimprobable: Inan heighth of means,to be low 
and fubmiffive (knowing that God may check all ) and in an 
eftrangednefs of means to be high and depending (knowingthat 
God is ableto command all good untous.) Providence may 
pluck back a good where the way ieems open, and yet Provi- 
dence can put forth the good , even when the way feems to be 
fhut up and clofed. 
mahiki The eh of a good is not alivayey , where means 
of a good;is nor 47¢ fair , but where Providence is gracioas + The greatnefs of 
alwayes where defire , and the fairnefs of fecond agents are not fure trials ofa 
means are fair, convenient eftate , that is not alwwayes good for me, which I 
bat where Pro- have not, but which want, and then itisto be reputed a good 
tne $ $1 when it doth not only give prefent content, but futere fatiery , 
° when it will prove.a good as weli as feema good, itis good in- 
This makes us deed, But of this I touched fo newhat in the fecond cafe. 
aahi ga  O-Ghecking of prob abilit?:s abist a particular good doth many 
bath purinto times canfe us tatake ont the fing which fame fin or other hath 
the good we do put sntothe gooa which Weds dejire ; perhaps either fome former 
o Sects, Gn or fome prefent corruption needs pardon and'healing : If 
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thou thovldft enjoy thy good and thy fin together, theevil of 


thy fin would marre the {weetnefs of thy good, but God doth 
therefore interrupt thy hopes that he may bring thy good as a 
mercy. 

l A fixth Cafe of Vexing, T: the doubtfulnefs ef pofleri:y: Cafe 6 
When we are to leave a pofterity behind us in a fort utterly de- The gouge fy 
fticute and unable to fhift for themfelves; Yet there is no rea- nefs of Poåe- 
fon herein to be fo thoughtfom and difquieted if we could rity, 
eye the ftrength and way of Providence : therefore con- =r 
fider ; E 

1. Providence never dies. Behold Idie (faid jacob to Fo- es 
fepl,) But God foall be with you, and bring you again unto the i 
land of yeur fathers, Gen.48.21. So here, though thou doft 
die, yet God doth not die, and his care of the creatures is from 
everlafting to everlafting. Child I can leave thee no riches,yet 
I bequeath thee to God. 

- 2. Providence its not reftrained to an Age,ortea Perfon, or — | 
to one Generation: Iwill bethyGed, andthe God of thy feed af- rary 
ter thee, Gen.17. Yea Providence hath expreffed it felf par- toan Age, or 
ticularly to the Children, as well as to the Parents; tothe Or- toa Perfon, ot 
phansand Fatherlefs, as well and more then to others. The to one Generar 
poor committeth himfelf unto thee, and thon art the helper of the 0% + 
fatherleffe ; Pfal. 10.14. ef Father of the Fatherleffe , and 
a Fudge of the widowes , is God in hss holy habitation , Pal. 
68 5. In thee the Fatherlefs findeth mercy: Hof.14.3. Enter 
not intothe field of the fatherle/s, for their Redeemer is mighty, 
he fhall plead their canfe with thee, Prov.23.10,11. So that be 
it thy Children have neither Father nor Mother, yet God will 
be a Father to them, and if thou canft difcern fomething in that 
word Father to thee, verily there is as much in it For thine. If 
as a Father he can take notice of thy needs and will fupply 
them, Heis and will bethe fame to thine: Father faid Efan 
to Ifaac, baft thou but one bleffing? Nay if God bea Father 
tothee, and if he bea Father to thine, he will find a blefling 
for thec, and thine: Pfal.112.2. The generation of the upright 
fall be bleffed. 102.28. The children of thy fervants shall 
sontsnue, andthetr feed fhall be ePablifoed before thee. Now 
for Children who are unable to fhift for themfelves, Providence 
doth come in for them. Afo/es, you know, was put to the 
Eee 2 Boat 
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Boat before he was able to man the Oar,or Sail, he was but 
three moneths old, and his mother provides him a Coffin (an 
Ark of Bull-rufhes) into which fhe puts him : What can fhe 
expect but that fhe anon fhall fee the River to rife, and the 
wavesto cover him over as in his grave, but Providence had 
aneyetohim ,; Pharaok’s daughter mult come down to wath 
her felf jeft at that time, and at that place, and fhe fpies the 
Ark, finds the Child, and God gave fuch a piercing Rhetorick 
to the tears of the Babe, that fhe is moved tocompafiion , 
and becomesa diligent inftrument of his prefervation and raif- 
ing Exod.2.3. tov.10. I will adde another inftance, it thall 
bein Hagars child, fhe wanders in the Wildernels of Beer/y-bz, 
the water isall {pent , the poor ehild is caft under one of the 
fhrubs, fhe fteps afide as moft unwilling to fee the death of the 
child:, but Providence ftept in here, God heard the vosce of the 
lad , Gen. 21.17. (the very fighs and cries of a poor child get 
up to heaven) and God fent her toa Well of water, and fothe 
child is preferved,v.19. Sotrueis that of David Pfal 22.6, 
Thou art he that took me out of the womb, thou didff make me 
hopi, When I was upon my mothers bref, I was caf apen thee 


fromthe womb, thou art my Ged from my mothers belly: The 


milk of Providericeis {weeter and furer then that ef the breft. 
So Pfal.27.10, When my father ana mother forfake me, then the 
Lord will take me up,(.i.)God will be a Father unto me,though 
they fhould ceafe to be fo, either through an unnatural eftrange- 
ment or civil difabledneffe, or irremediable diffolution by death. 
There be four things that a Parent fhould look after for his 
Child , One to make him Gods, The next, to make him the 
Commonwealths, and 4 Thitd, is according to his ability, al- 
lew him for prefent and future ; and the Laft is, to refer him 
to Gods Promife, and Providence, Be not follicitous what 
great eftate, what mighty friends, what marvellous helps thou 
mayeft teave thy child ; but be careful to make him a‘child of 
God as well as the child of a finful man, and then'be fitting 
and forming, and fhaping of him to fome particular calling, 
where he may lay out himfelf ina ferviceablenefs to the Church. 
or States. Benot thou wanting in thy duty,and God will not 
de wanting inhis Providence, It is no rare experience to fee 
the Children of the rich to melt à fair etate , which the Pa- 
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rents with much cunning and forecaft have fetled on them to 
raile, and fecure, and perpetuate their names, and on the 
contrary to look upon the children of the poor, yea many of 
them Orphans (caft‘Onely to Gods finding ) to have mounted 
the higheft fteps of Ecclefiaftical dignity, and to have had the 
higheit Enfignes of civil honour born before them in this City. 
The which as it is not the leaft prejudice to fuch perfons, fo it ts 
an high evidence of a Providence which findes out the moft 
fhiftlefs and neglected perfons. We need fay no more but this, 
Let Parents take care that themfelves be good, and to make 
their children fo ; and as their own, fo their childrens rife, and 
fafety, and helps, do depend upon the fame fufficient and faith- 
ful hand of Providence. 

And thus having unfolded thefe Cafes of vexing with Argumen:s 2-9 
a demonttration of the ftrength of Providence to remove gsinft vexation’ 
them, I will conclude the Ufe with fome enforcements*™ aii g 
or arguments, fince there is a Providence, why we fhould not ~ 
vex. Thustheygo: | 

1. Vexing about our Conditions and i fues is not good, itis Vexing about 
finful. Forif Contentment be good, then Vexing muft needs our Condi:i- 
be bad, yea, it {prings from an ill caufe, which is Unbelief, or ons and Iffues 
Pride, or both. The want of Faith begets our troublefom $$ Saful. 
thoughts, andthe height of fpirit loads us with our many Ve- 
xations. He whewill not truft God, muft refolve to bea bur- 
dentohimfelf, andif we wil not fubmit co Gods finding, we 
muft to our own perplexings, What an high iniquity is chis, 
when the child will take the room -and authority of his father ? 
and when Man fhall fret that he is not the difpofer of his own 
Condition? O that I were King in frae: \ faid villanous Abfa- 
lem ; and thisis not much behind it, when thou wouldeft correct 
God for his Providence, or direct him how to beffow his hand 
better. 

2. Asitis not good, fo It doth n? good, Mat. 6.27. Which of It doth no » 
you by taking thonght can adde cne cubitiohis fratmre? The good 
Prophet {peaks of them who MWearted them/felves for very va- 
mity; and fo here, avextng for outward matters and iffues, it 
isa vain difquietment , when we have paced the round, and 
tofied thought over thought, and find that this will not be, ye 

that: 
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that may hinder, we are ftillas we were, for iffues flow not 
from thinking , but from Divine Providence; not from our 
perplexings, but from Gods appointings ; and let us break our 
hearts with troublefom mufings if we will yet they fhall bead- 
ditions of our fears, but no furtherances of our defires, 

3. Asitdoth no good, So it doth much burt. God feethus 
to be a grumbling people, and fuch as will not be fatished with 
the goodneffe, and power, and wifdom, and fidelity of his 
Providence, and how juftly may he curfe our prefent bleffings, 
who diftruft and fufpect him fo for future mercies, nay itdoth 
untuneusin all fpiritual duties. We are ufua!ly at alofleby 
reafon of the crowd of unbelieving and vexing thoughts, and 
are in our hearts murmuring, and quarrelling, and fearing, 
when our tongues fay we know not what : nay, and inour 
clofer performances we feel many juf reproaches, and finitings, 
upon the defires of great mercies: Why, thou then wilt noe 
truft God fora bitof bread, nor a piece of cloth? 

4. We may have our needs fupplied Without all this adoe 
Matt. 6.31. Take no thought, faying , what fhall We eat ? or 
What fall we drink? or wherewith fhal We be clothed? v.32. 
Your heavenly Father knoweth that you have need of all the(e 
things. v.32: Bat feek ye firft the king dors of God, andthe 
righteoufnefs therecf, and all thefe things fhal be added unto yon. 
g.d. Youneed not keep fuch a ftir, you need not rent your 
thoughts with care, and doubt, and fufpition for your conve- 
nient fuftenance and provifion. More then meat, and drink, 
and cloth, what would you have? and thofe your Father will 
not fail to caft upon you: Go follow your work, look after 
the main bufinefs for heaven, and thefe things fhall be added un- 
to you they will come in of themfelves as {maller matters into a 
greater bargain. 

5. Laftly, Zf things do befal us when we have vexed our (elves 
intorhe poffeffion of them, yet now they are mingled and brackifh, 
they are not focleerand fweet. What comes unto us after be- 
lieving, is fweet and comfortable; but that which we take af- 
ter vexing, lofeth ics tafte, neither willicat all have the relifh 
of a mercy, till we have repented of our former unquietnefs, 
He who isimpatient till he hatha good, is ufuafly unthankful 
when hehathit: forhe who knowes not how to depend, hath 
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yet this leffon to learn howto blefs. Neither can I expect a 
contentment of mind in che fruition, where there hath been an 
unbelieving turbulency in the expectation. Either the grants 
of vexation are no mercies, or elfe chey will coft us many pray- 
ers and after-tears to make them fo. When the //raclites 
would (byall means) havea King, they hadhim, but it was 
in wrath, Itisanunhappinefs when we will force God, as it 
were, to giveus things witha blank, (.#.) the things which 
we vexingly ask, but not wich a bleffing fealed upon chem. 
When God muft anfwer, norour needs, but our humours ; not 
Our wants, but our pleafures, we find ufually fuch merc es to 
prove hard croffes and troubles ; and we fcarce talte a delight 
before we break out into new complaints, fo that by our vex- ii es sbout che 
ing we have procured to our felves a further burthen, Minot: 

A third Ufe which I would obferve for our praãife from the Ufe}. 
Doctrine of a general and fpecial Providence , fhall be this, Wiit upon 
Yhen Jn all the [ufpenfions of any promifed and convenient good Providence in 
to wait upon Providence. Allour good doth lie in the hand oe ms per 
Providence, and this hand doth many times prevent us, it miaa 
poures good upon us, as a Cloud oft times on a fuddea be convenient 
fides our expectation, poures down the rain upon the earth, and good. 
many times it is no more but a.k and have: we feel our want, 
efpy a mercy ; beg ic, and prefently enjoy it.. Yet many 
times Providence ts pleafed to delay us, to putus off, we cannot 
get our good inthe means which we ule prefently : now in this 
cafe I fay, itis our duty to wast apon Providence. 

Waiting upon Providence is, Ax illimited refignation of oar Waricine what, 
[elves acd defires to the feafons or times of Gods good pleafure 
with acintinued expelbation of Jome good promifed. 

It is An ikimited refignation. } He doth not depend, who leis aa illimi- 
ftrives to be the author of his own good , nor doth he waic „ted rehgnauen, - 
who fets down his own time.: ** If the Lord will yet exercife 
“ my heart, my body, my eftate, my children longer with af- 
 flictions, if he will not yet be pleafed to command my helps, 
“and deliverances, I delire to ttay histime. Since he doth 
“‘holdoff tiemercywhich I defire (thoughhe have promi- 
“fedit, and { have asked it) yet Ireignup to him ftill, not 
“ onely the donation, but the feafon of my mercy. He is the 
“Lord and may do what he will, and heis my God, my times 

ara: 
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“c are inbishand. If my fafferings be longer, yet my heart 
“* fhall be made better, if my mercies be delayed, yet my God 
“will hear me at length, but for the When, that I leave to 
“him. 
Irisalengh- 2- Itis A lengthened expetlatics, | He who waits at the door 
ned expeari- knocks often, and repeats his ftrokes; if he knock and go a- 
gn) way he doth not wait. Z/a. 8.17. 1 vill wait upon the Lord 
that bideth his face from the houfe of faceb, and Iwill look for 
him. In waiting though God feems not to look, yet we will 
look; though he feems not to hear, yet we will not fparete 
call; Patience is even an ingredient of waiting. Whenyou 
would have a mercy from God, you muft not be in hafte (Now, 
or Never), neither muĝ you be hafty with God. You mutt 
not beangry , as if he were flow or backward , but if he 
- anfwers not, you muft fit down with quietnefs, and renew your 
prayers, and hearken till he fpeaks. 
Now becaufe this Point of Waiting which refpects the times 
of our grants and deliverances is hard to be practifed ( yet it is 
The way of Very fweet and comfortable ) I will deliver unto you the pow- 
Providencein Er and wifdom and way of Providence in refp:& of times 
_selpe@ oftimes and feafons, that fo we may frame our fpirits the better to 
and feafons. waiting i 3 
Times do be- _ I. Times do belong to Providence as well as ifaes, My times 
long ‘to Provi- (faid David) are in thy hands: Not onely the times of his for- 
denceas well rowes, but the times of his comforts, Therefore heis faid, To 
as iffues, appoint times and feafens, Dan.11. 27,29,35- Js there nit an 
Plal 31.15. appointed time to man upon earth 2 Job7.1. 244 the dayes of 
my appoinzed time will I wast til my change ccme, Job 14.14, 
So Pfal.102.13. The fet time is come. Ecclef. 3.1. To every 
purpofe under heaven there ts atime. Hab.2.3. The vifion is yet 
for an appointed time. To change the times, Dam. 2.21. He 


i changeth the times andthe feafons. To haken things in time, 
Ifa.60.22. I will hafenit tn its time. 
Providence: 2. Providence is pleafed totake time before it doth us good: 


doth take time ¢,},) Though God hath undertaken for us, though he hath af- 
ay doth fared usof our fupply,though he doth intend a mercy to us,yer 
i he doth not alwayes perform it prefently there may be a {pace 

*cwixt his intention, and’cwixt the application of our good. 


For as heis the God of our mercies, fo he is the Lord of our 
times 
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times , he doth many times Delay us, when he doth not pur- 


pofeto Deny as. The J/raelites deliverance was not in a mo- 
ment, divine Providence was the hand which brought them 
forth, but then they lay in the honfe of bondage many years, Da- 
vid is promifed a Kingdom, but he muft {tay for it, yea, and 
in his troubles he is noc immediately refcued, but heis put off, 
asit were, from day today. Though Pas/could be confident 
that he who had and did, now would deliver, yer he was delay- 
ed, and fo longtill he even defpairedoflife, and had the fen- 
tence of death, cc. 2 Cor.1.8,9. 


3. Providence will find atime todo us gocd: Though God Providence wë 
doth take time, yet he will not lofe time, he will be mindful offind atime tc 
his Covenant, he witi not forget the cry of the poor alwayes, do us good, 


Hab.2.3. The vifien is jet for an appointed time, but at the end 
it [hall (peakand not lie, though it tarry, wast for ie, becaule it 
will furely come, it willnot tarry. As Providence is an hand 
full of bleflings, fo it isan hand which is fureand certain. The 
Sunyou know hath atime to with-hold, but then it will 
have atime to rife and fhew it felfagain. So though God 
doth (to our fenfe) feem to neglect us in the wayes and vigors 
of his Providence, yet he hath a time to an{wer all our prayers, 
to fulfil all our neceffities. /4.40.27. Why fayeft thou, O fa- 


cob, andfpeakeft, O Ifrael, My way us hid fromthe Lòrd, and 


my judgment is paffedover from my God? q.d. Ifrael thinks 
that I will never do him good, that his enemies fhall infult over 
him for ever, and though he hath folicited help from me, and 
as yet hath ic not, therefore I am purpofed for ever to with- 
hold, but then obferve, v.28. Haf thos not known? haft thon 
not heard, that the everlafting God, the Lord, the (reator of the 
ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there os 
no fearching of his sunderftanding, V.29. He giveth pow- 
er tothe faint, and to them that have no might he increafeth 
firength. V.31. They that wait upon the Lord foall renew their 
ftrength; they hall mount up with wings as Eagles, they fhall 
ran, and not be weary, and they fhall walk,and net faint, Hence 
that promife, They that Wait for me fhall not be ahamed. When 
aman looks. and looks, and nothing at all comes of it, he isa- 
fhamed for being fo difappointed ; but faith God, J will not 
difappoint you, I will not fail you, you fhall never be afhamed, 
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none fhallupbraid youand fay.,. Lo, this is your God upoa 
whom you put fuch confidence, O what would he do for you , 
and-now he hath-done juft nothing, There are two reafons 
why God will furely find atime todo us good: ‘* The power 
of bis fidelity; For Truth ts the Seal of his goodnefle, and God 
will not, nay cannot be unfaithful, Ze a izape (ible that he foould 
lie, ‘©The Honour of his Name+. fhe fhould not keep truth, 


 ifhe fhould promife onr helps, our comforts, our mercies, and 


The tims of 
Providence is 
alway es bef. 


For Donation, 


command us to look to him only, and yet never come in, his- 
honour would be under a cloud : wko would think well of him, - 
ortruft him, or fpeak of his goodnefs, 

4. The time of Providence is alwayes the bef time: The 
cafe ftands thus, There is-a goodwh eh God hath promifed 
and I have defired, the only thing in difpute *cwixt me and God 
is the time ; 1 would have my time, and God will have his 
time , I fhall have the good, and in histime and not in mine; 
Now I fay, That Gods time is beft for Donation. A mercy, l 
though it fhall not come too late, yet it may come too foon: 
As every good is not fit for every man, fo every timeis not fit 
for the enjoying ofevery good. There are feveral fruits this 
Autumn on the Trees, if you fhould gather them all atonce , 
you fhould find an heap of rottenne‘s in ftead of.a ftore-houfe 
of plenty; it is the feafonable gathering which makes them 
tocontinue. He who haftenshis mercy doth thereby loofe it, 
but he who can ftay Gods time fhall enjoy his mercy with fweet- 
nefs. Ourdefiresare many times but violeat humours, but 
Gods grants ate ever wife: Ashe gives liberally, fo he orders 
his givings with difcretion, and though he ftayes long, yet 
his anfwer is-ever feafonable. A mercy comes in a feafon,when 
it proves a mercy inal! refpects, not only when itis a thing 
fuiting with my defire, but alfo advantagious to my perfon and 
eftace, when it prejudiceth no good which I have or which I 
want, and yet it doth notably {uit with my exigence. If it had 
come fooner, I had not been ready. or ific had fayed. longer, 
I had been damaged: If ithadcome when I prefcribed it, it 
had. been loft, and coming now when God appoints it, I am 
preferved ; when a mercy comes fo as to preferve meand it felf | 
Both, thenittsfeifonable. In an acceptable time have I heard 


thee, in aday of [alvasion have I favoured shee, ia.4998 ne 
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had his Kingdom at fuch a time which made more for his quiet 
and fafety. 

And as Gods time is beft in refpect of the Collation of any 

‘outward good, fo it is beft in refpect of the Remotion of any For Exemp:ion 
outward eviland affliction. A Plaifter isnot prefently to be 
plucked off, leaft the wound grow raw and corrupt again. 
The fick man faith, Now is thetime to go abroad,’ but the 
‘Phyfician prefcribes him yet a longer {pace of Chamber-impri- 
fonment, knowing, that though he feels fome ftrength, yet the 
Open air is not yet tit for a crazy body. God doth then remove 
the affliGion, when it hath wroughtits Errand ; and when we 
are indeed purified inthis fire, thenisic time to be taken out: 
Many a man had returned to his former fins, had he not been 
held off by longer afflictions, There is a marvellous wifdom 
in Divine Providence in difcerning of fuitable mercies, and of 
feafonable times. 

5. The Delayes of Providence are not denials but preparations : The de'ayes of 
If God takes trme to enfwer, chat {pace is, asit were, the ripe- fein are 
ning of thy mercy for thee. Gods delaying of us occafioneth pus prepara- 
divers things, tions. 

‘* Intimate difcoverses of the Spirit: A mans corrupt heart Gods delaying 
will thew it felfac fucha time; when thefire is put under the do'h occafion , 
pot, how doth it fetch up the fcum? One would hardly T p: i 
lievethat pride, and quarrelling, and murmuring, and riling, ret i 
and impatience, which now difcovers it felf in the heart,becaule 
it cannot prefently have what it doth inftantly expect , yea. 
what throwes of unbelief, that furely God will forget us becaufe 
he doth not open atonce? Yea, what excurfions there are to 
runafter the Creature ? Yea, what imbecillities of Spirit, that 
we are ready to break afunder, and to fink, andto faint? So 
that ifa man (and perhaps a wel-conceited Chriftian ) would 
take a view Of his foul at fuch atime, he might write down fo 
much of finful corruption, which may call for his forrow and 
reformation all his dayes ; Ged will not heip, there’s defpaire , 
Wy will he not belp ? there’s pride, ken Will he help? there’s 
impatience; Iwill feek out for other helps , there’s infidelity ; 
It ts in vain to feck to God for help, theres atheiftical murmu- 
ring. Inward bumbs 
“ Inward bumblings of the Spirit : For thetender foul may peou 
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haply reflect onit felf, and fearch for the reafon of Gods de- 

laying in its own former or prefent difpofitions. What amI? 
What have I done, that the Lord doth thus abfent himfelf, and. 
puts me off from day today? Have not I put eff the diredti- 
ons of his Word thus? the motions of his Spirit thus? Have 

not I delayed him, that he now doth thus delay me? and per- 
haps fome {pecial corruption may be difcerned, for which, when 
the foul is truly humbled,then will be Gods time to fend out the: 
mercy defired, 

“ Stedfaft feekings : -It is that which trebles prayer, and. 
makes it to flow with Rrength.God delights in Importunity and 
a mercy which we have won from God by the forciblenefle of 
prayer,it.doth taft more like a mercy,and {ticks by us moft. 7 his 
ts the child , faith Hannah , for which I prayed, and tke Lord 
hath given me my. petition which I asked of him, 1 Sam. 


I 27 

** Contented fubmiftions = God doth by delayings work two. 
mercies at once, One, that at length we hall have the good we 
crave, Another is, that hehath in the mean time wrought our- 
hearts to his will and pleafure. That whereas at the firft the 
pride of our hearts would take tomach to quarrel with God 
for his flownefs, now it can {toop, andcome before the Lord, 
and fay, ‘‘ Lord, even as thou wilt, fo let it be; I am willing 


= €*toabound, andI am content to want ; if chou wilt bring it 
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e to pafs, I defireto blefsthee;, ifnot, I yet delire to fubmit 
“unto thee. Remember, tharfomecroflings of our defires 
here below, caufe our truftings to fly up to God, and fome 
delayings will leffon our fabnittings and waitings upon his will. 


Now this is ordinary, God will fatishe our will, when we have: 
_rifen fo far as to fubmitto his; and when T can beable to deny 


my felf, God will nor eafily deay my fuit. No man ftayes 
fonger at heaven gates then he who will be ferved at firft knocks. 
but he who can by Prayerand Faith deliver in his fuit, and ftay 
till God be pleafed to Ipeak, he is the man who fhall {peed beft ; 


for we are never fit to enjoy Gods Anfwer, ifwe be too hafty to- 


ftay Gods Leifure. 

6. Providence many times doubles the mercy by delaying tt: 
As itis with fome Trees, which are more {low in their bearing, 
but then when they bear fruit, it is with an-abounding recom- 


«pence: 
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pence for the former backwardnefs; we fhorten our mercy ma- 
ny times by haftniog it, as che Prophet fpake in another cafe , 
For your fhame ye foall have double ; fo I fay, For your wait- 
ing you fhall feldom be anfwered witha fingle mercy : Though 
it be not lawful for us to give Ule for time, yet God doth with- 
out any blem:f_i to him make usamends bo:h for our prayers , 
and for our patrence ; Abrabam ftayes along time for a fon,but 
then when he came, he was a choice child, fuch an one in whom 
all the nations «f the earth fould be bleffed. fofeph would fain 
have been delivered out of prifon when he interpreted the But- 
Jers dream, but ftayinga while for Gods time, he had nota 
naked, but an honourable deliverance; he was not only taken 
from prifon, but raifedto bea Prince in Egypt. A manina 
ficknefs defires a {peedy exemption, but God oft times makes 
him feel hishand a long time, and by the means,at length gives 
hima double health, one ofhis body, another of his foul , and 
who would not then ftay and wait for that God, whofe delay- 
ings are but the treafurings of more mercy for us? 

Now what hall I fay more to ftir up your hearts to wait On Mo:e Artu- 
Divine Providence ? Confider with all this, that, ments to per- 

1. That Promifes fill up Providence for them that wait :{wadeto wsie. 
They are brefts full of goodnefs, orasa (pring full of water co Tbe Promifes 
derive out abundant mercy through Providence unto waiting an ries 

We iy. . m 
perfons. What a happy condition tsa good Chriftianin? for chet wair, 
either he hath enough in hand, or elfe if the good be delayed , 
it lyes fure for him in the Promifes. /a.64.4. Since the be- 
ginning ofthe world men have not beard nor perceived by the 
ear, neither hath the eye feen, O God, befides thee, what he hath 
prepared for kim that Waiteth for him. 1fa.30.18. Blefed are 
tkey that wait for him. 

2. Tee Promifeskave furely opened themfelves to them who The P:omiies 
have waited: 1fa.25.9. La, this is eur God, wehave waited for bave lurely o- 
him andhe Will [fave ns. This isthe Lord, we have waited for z a 
him, =c will be glad and rejoice in his falvation, Andwhat ipl ee 

dias care ee? ara t who have 
wilt chon have more? Thy God doth even wait to be graci- wsited. 
Gus unto thee , he doth, as it were, watch the fictelt time for the 
beft good, and will certainly perform it. Thou mayelt by im- 
patience hinder thy good and trouble thy own foul, but the beft 
way to reap ts to wait cill the harvelt,cill chat feafon comes, 
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If chere be a Providence extending to afl and wifely ordering, 
and preferving, and fufteining, then we may learn one Jeffon 
more, viz. To be contented with our prefent portions and eftates. 
There are two great quarrels which menhave.one with God, a- 
nother with their conditions , and this well-attends that, for 
no man will like his condition who is difpleafed with his God O, 
faith one, who can live upon fuch means? as theyfaid, The 
land ís too firait fer us , fo here, Our portion is not enough, 
would God we had more honour, or more riches, or more 
eafe, or more friends, we areas good as others. and need 
them as much as others, and would (perhaps) ufethem better 
then others. And thus we fret away our dayes, either in en- 
vying the greatneffe of other mens eftate, or in the complain- 
ing of our own fhortnefs, any condition feems. better and big- 
ger then that which we enjoy. 

But.to remedy this diemper, andto frame the heart to con- 
teatment, confider, i 

1. Providence gives to everyman his portions 'Dan.4.17. 
The moft high rulethin the Kingdom of men, and givethit to 
whomfcever be will, So 1Sam.2.7. The Lord maketh poor,ana 
maketh rich; be bringeth low, and lifteth up. One man isin 
a great elate, another ina low eftate; one’hath more another 
hath leffe; yet the portion ofeither is from Ged. Our con- 
ditiens are meafured out not by the ftieng‘h ef our own pru- 
dence, nor by the meer virtue of our own diligence, but by che 
effectual direction and blefling of Providence. The mafter in 
a family g.ves to one fervant more, to another leffe, nay, the 
father gives a larger eftate to one child then to another. We 
are all thefervants and the children of the great God who is our 
mafter and father, and we fall not into our eftates by a fhuffling 
chance, but by the provident difpenfation of a wile God. 
W hatfoever thou hakt, whether it be more, or whether it be 
leffe itis either a fhower, or elfe the drops of Providence. That 
God who gives to every creature his being, finds alfo a certain 
allowance to fuftein and fuppore him, 

2.T he prefent efate delivered out by Providence t enough: An 
eftatemay be termed enough ina double refpect,“‘ either when 
itis all chat we are .b/+ to defre;‘‘or whenit isall that we need to 
defire:In this refpect that conditionws> we have is enous 
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need not delire more, Having food andraiment let us therewith be 
content faith theApoitle. There bz defires of fuperfluity, &defires 
of conveniency.Gods providence doth not difpenfe an encugh to 
that, but to this, The father g ves enough to the child to fup- 
ply his wants, though he gives him. nothing at all to gratifie 
his- wantonneffe and foliy. Once more obferve, that we 
muft diftinguifh of our eltate, either as given wntons, or as 
abufed by ws, manya manindeed is caftinto nothing and is 
fo far from having enough, that he hath nothing atall. Not 
that Providence gave him no eftate, but becaufe he like the Pro- 
digal, hath wafted his {tock in riocoufneffe or indiligence. No 
ekate will prove enough to him who trades in a licentrous 
voluptuoufneffe, or elfe fits Rill in acourfe of lazy idleneffe. 

3. Every mans prelen: portion given unto him by Divine Pro- Oarprelent | 
vidence, is bef. Sincethe fall every one ts, eA ger inter me- Portion given 
dicum © morbum, Heis a fick and crazy man. Now that diet porte 
is bekt for the fick man, not which bis difeafed appetice doth Jenee is bet. 
crave, but which his wife Vhyfitian doth prefcribe. It was a 
good anfwer of a heathen (7ymarides) when one wifhed un- 
to him, that the Gods would grant unto him whatfoever he 
would have: Nay, faid he, I had rather have the things which 
the Gods fhall think good to give me. God isa wile God, 
and all beftneffe depends upon a wife goodneffe. Thereisa 
double eftate which may befall us ; “One isin Realis, asin 
move or leffe of Riches, Lands, ec. ** Another is in Perfo- 
nals, asin Husband, Wife, œc. Do I abound in Reals, or 
do] want? have I much, orhave I little? allis beft, Doth the 
Pat ent, by the prefeription.of his Galen, eat > that is beft , doth 
he fait? thatis beft ; doth helabour ? that is belt; doth here- 
create himfelf? that is belt. 

That is beft which is firceft, not-which is larget : Were you 
to buy a fhoe for your child, one of the longeft fize were not 
bet, chough it be greateft. That condition which fuirs my 
mind, which fts me, which I can weare with moft ferviceable- 
nefs co Go, that, that is beft ; for as all good, fo the degrees 
of good do confift not in an abfolute amplitude, but in a fuitable 
conveniency. Othar T had greater means | faith one ; and yet 
a man who can walk inhiscloak may perhaps ftumble ina long 
gown ; thou who canft ferve God in a moderate eftate, might tt 
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perhaps trip in an embroidered condition, a plain coat wilf 
keep the childwarm, when the laced coat may make him proud 
and coid ; it is a dificult thing to bear every eftate. A man 


nowes not the fecret weaknefs of his ownheart; as it is hard 


ina fhorteftate to be quiet, fo it is not eafie in an high eftate 


tobe humble. Greatnefs of efate, isa ftrong inducement to 


pride, and isit not better to row in a narrow river, where the 
boat isableto deal with the ftream, then to thruftit into the 


-wide fea,where every wave may burft it afunder, or fink it?Some 


want is good to make us remember God, but many a man who 


-hath broken into an high fulnefs, hath eafily forgotten his God, 


and quickly loft his foul; <* Again for Perfonals, Providence is 
eminent in this condition tee, Sometimes it brings a good 
husband and a good wife together, fometimes.a wife e4big ail 


and foolith 2(aba/,a proud & froward and ill-natured husband, 


and an humble, meek, and amiable wife together, and fò on the 
contrary. 

This is a ftrange working this, that God fhould link perfons 
fo contrary into the deepeft fociety of union, and many com- 


‘plain of this as their burthen, of which they (/i#fully) defire 


tobe rid, But all thisis bet, not that any finfulnefs in husband 


-or wife is good naturally, but that God difpofeth of thefe con- 


trary natures for good : the evi! qualities of either married pare 
ty.do caufe more humbling, more praying, more circum{pedi- 
on, more indignation againft thofe fins. | 

If there be fuch a Providence of God which is full of power 
to difpofe, and alter, and help, and fuccour, and alfo of wif- 
dom to hit the peculiar feafons of all fuitable good for us, and 
allo of fidelity and truth, to deliver the fame out unto us. Then 
let us be advifed to Apply our felves tothe wayes of Gods Proe 
vidence; as Jacob faid to his fons , Gen. 42.1.2. Why look ye 
one upon another, I have heard that there is corm in Egypt, fo 
I fay here, why do we ftand in an idle contemplation of our 
own neceffities, why do we content our felves with the feelings 
and complainings about our exigences , we have heard that 


- there is fufficiency in Divine Providence ? There are fome things 


which God alone doth , and that there is no concurrence of 
man; asinthe works of Creation and Redemption, they were 
intire andabfolyte, God was in them alone , but there are o- 

ther 
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et ee | ee ee 
ther things which though God will do, yet he expects and re- 
quires a motion from us too, asinthe works of Providence, 
though God hath undertaken all our fupplies and comforts, yet 
we muft be working, we muft not lie in the ditch and think thae 
a God help me, is enough, but as Jeremy in the dungeon, 
though he were not able by hisownftrength to get out, yet 
when they lec down cords and rags he purthem under his armes 
and fo got forth; In like manner, though Providence doth 
blefsus, yet we muft ferve Providence, though all our helps be 
from Providence, yet we muft put forth our felves to the wayes 
by which the fame Providence will do us good , though there 
bea fpringof water , yet we are fo wife as to carry our veflels 

unto it. 

Now becaufe thisisa Point of much confequence, give me a i fox 
leave to preferibe fome directions for the application of our cy ooe serno 
felves to fuch wayes by which we may find Divine Providence che wayes of 
to bea bleffed and comfortable Providence unto us. Providence. 

1. If we willenjoy che good of Providence, We muft nfe We nuk ule 
means. You know that Zacob had a fingular promife that God ¢ ™*#9 
would go with him in his journey, and that he would bring 
him back again to his fathers houfe, yet at his returning, hear- 
ing of his brother Efan and his armed men (who might have 
interrupted his fafe paflage) he gets him to God by prayer and 
wreftles with him all the night ; hefets upon God firit , and 
then upon the means ‘how to fecure his paflage, he fends pre- 

[ents unto his brother as fo many Ambafladors to treat with his 
rough fpirit, and to ingratiate himfelf,and he orders and mar- 
fhals the droves of cattel, and God bleffed the means fo ufed 
for his peace and comfort ; 1 Chron.19,12, Zf the Syrians be 
too trong for me then thon fhalt help me, and if the children of 
Amon be too firong for thee, then, &c. v.13. Be of good courage, 
and let us behave onr [elves valiantly, for our people, and for the 
Cities of onr God, and let the Lord do what is good in his fight. 
Chrif himfelf hath fet us this leffon by his own practife, 
when the Divel tempted him tocaft kimfilf down from the pi- 
nacle; he rejeted the temptation, and (as it may be conceived) 
came down the ftaires, though he had the guard of Angels to 
keep him, yetic was /» all his Wayes. We muftindeed put our 
felves upon God, bat then it muft be inGodsmeans: if a 
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man be fick, he muft not content himfelf with this, I have pour- 
ed out my prayer to God who isable to heal me, and hath fid 
that he will do me good, and fo lie ftill in his fick bed; but he | 
muß know that as health isin Gods hand, as in the fountain, fo l 
it isin the Phyfitians hand, as in the intrument and means: 
though a Prophet sflures Hezekiah that he fhall recover, yet 
he muft hearken to the counfel of a Phyfitian too, Let them 
take a lamp of figs & lay it for a plaifter upon the boyl and ke foall 
yecover. And this holdsin Spiricuals,as well as Temporals,the 
things which God hath joyned together , no man mu put a- 
funder , viz. the End and the Means, If a manexpe@s 
Heaven, he muft go with his face thither-ward. if a man ex- 
pects mercy, he muĝ repent, and believe; if he expects grace, 
he muft hear and pray for ic. Though Solomon faith well, He 
who regards the wind fhall not fow, yet it is as true, that he who. 
doth not fow fhallnot reap. A confidence of means ( which 
` fets them upas the abfolute and principal commanders of our 
good) is very vile, and yet anufing of the means is that with- 
out which we fhall feldom obtain our defired good. 
Ob. But fometimes and in fome cafes no means appear. 
Sol, I anfwer, where God hath gathered up all our good in- 
to.,his own promifes, there the whole endeavour of rhe foul 
muft be taken up with faith aad prayer: as fuppofe the many — 
conduits which are the paflages of our waters, to beftopt up, 
ortut off, now thereis nothing elfe to be dene, butto make 
our addreffe to the fprings , fo where God cuts off all fecond 
helps and furtherances , there, as fexo/aphar fpake, We know 
not What todo, yet our eyes are towards thee, We muk caft our 
felves intirely on God, as the three Children , Our God is able 
to deliver us; And let the Lord do What feems good in bis own eyes, 
but where means are extant, there we muft ferve the Provi- 
dence of God in the ufe of them. 
Uteonely law. 2 If we wouldtind the good of Providence, we muft afe - 
fuland ware only lawful and warrantable means There aretwo forts of means - 
manzab'emeans, to bring about a defired good. “ Some indiref#, preternatue. 
ral and devifed by the temptations of Satan, or the hafte of our 
unbelief, or ftrengch of finful greedineffe. ‘* Others are Dis 
retk, connatural , and’appointed by God, fuch ashe come. 
mands, and his word will warrant. This the way, walk in 
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it. where we fee God going before us, there we may fafely fol- 

iow, andif we have his word to warrant, there we may expect 

his soodneffe to bleffe and profper, Obferve a few Odferve 

things. | 
eed appoints no finfxl means. Evil wayes are not the God sppoints 

pipes which Providence bath {aid , but our own corruption : for no finful 

as God is good, and promifeth good, fo he brings our good by ™**** 

good means, allhis wayes and methods are anfwerable to his 

nature and will, which is goodneffe it felf, and the rule of good- 

neffe , he will not have us do any evil that good may come 

thereof. _ 

2. He doth not profper or bleffe (uch means. When Ifrael ap- iaman 
plies it felfto Egypt and Ajur God did reject their confidences to 
and they fhall not profper in them, ?er.2.36,37. See that place 
and confideritwellin //4.31.2. He will arife againft the honfe 
of .evil-doers, and again(t the helps of them that work iniqni- 
ty, One of thefe you fhall ever find, that when men do ufe 
unlawful means, either God denieth them that goed which 
they feek,or elfe they turn the good which they get into a curfe. 

Saul will refort to the Witch at’ Endor, to confule his own 
fafety againft the army of the Philiftims, but he had a meffage 
which brake his {pirits, and then a {word after that which cut 
off hislife. Ahab is fick for Naboth’s Vineyard, he cannot get 
it by fale and exchange, and therefore he will have it by falfe 
accufation and murther, but then the Prophet meets him, 
1 King.21.19 Thus faith the Lord haf thon killed and alfo taken 
poffeffion? inthe place Where doggs lick the blood of Naboth, 
Soall doggs lick, thy blood, even thine. And Chap.22.38. This 
was fulfilled on the King, and They wafhed his charet, and the 
degges licked mp his blood, accerding to the werd of the Lord 
which be [pake; Gebaxs bath a bufie covetoufneffe in his heart, 
he will be taking, though his Mafter holds off, and he longs for 
atalenc of filver, and two changes of raiment, and all this 
with alie, Behold there are come to my Mafler from Maunt 
Ephraim two young men of the fons of the Prophets, Well, he 
gets the filver and the raiment, and with them a Leprofie which 
clave to himand his [eed for ever, 2 King §.22.27. All unlaw- 
ful wayes are hedged about with curfes, unjuft gettings are like 
fand, clafpa handful of ic, it will prefently flip away; though 
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webringit home , yet God will blow upon it, Hag.1,ọ (.i.) He 
- will blait and fhrivel it asthe maligaant wind doth, even, the 
bearing and. hopeful plants. Do, go and defraud the labou- 
rer, but That filver which thou Withboldeft, hall cry out againft 
thee as aWitneffe, and hall eat thy fizh, Jam 5.2,3,4. Do, go 
and by lying, and ufury , and bribery., and colenage. pile up 
even treafures of gold, but being treafures of wickedaeffe, they: 
fhall be curfed with confufion and ruine. ws the Pareridge 
fittethon eggs and hatcheth them not ; fo he thar getteth riches, 
and not by right, hsls leave them inthe midft of bis dayes, and 
at his end (ball be a fool, Jer.17.11. Sotrue is that of Solomon, 
The way of the wicked fol not profper, and he Who makes hafte 
to be rich, fhall not be innocent, Prov.28.20,22: 
Gids wayes 3. Gods wayes onely are the wayes of bleffing and enjoying: 
only arethe We may fay of the means appointed by him, what-//aac faid to 
weysof blefling 9.4554 when he did fmell his raiment, See, rh? /mell of my fon, 
and eo) ying: asthe [mel of afield which the Lord bath bleffcd , therefore 
God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatneffe of the earth 
and plenty of cornand wine, Gen.27.27,28. W here thou feet 
Gods prohibition; thou can{t not there expe Gods bleiling, 
but that way isever hopeful where acommand begins it, and a 
promifeendsic. Inall lawful means God ttands at the entrance ~ 
with his Precept and at the iffue with his R ward, D» gsod and 
verily thon fhalt be fed, PIa! 37.3. Be it that che means whch 
thou ufeft to bring about thy good; are notin the eyes of men 
fo likely, norin the practife of them fo commonly ufed, yet if 
God hath fealed them by his word, either thou fhilt have the 
good which thoudefireft ; or elfethiscomfort, that thou haft 
not put forth thine hand to iniquity to procure thy comfort. 
God promifeth Dzvid a kingdom, Sau! who then poffeffed ic, | 
fought his life, and falls into Davids hands more then once, Be- 
1$am.24.4. bold the day (faid Davia’s men unto him) of whisk the Lord faid, 
I will deliver thine enemy into thy Land : But he faid, The 
Lord forbid thar I fosula dr this thing unto my M:fter tue Lords 
anointed,to firetch forth mine hand againft-him . q.d. It is true 
God hath promifed methe kingdom after him, but he hath not 
- warranted this way. of w.ckedneffe to be my means to get it. 
And fo he holds off biba: in 1 Sam. 26. 8,9. And after alf 
this, David is brought in arighteous, and loyal, and obedient 
Way; 
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way to enjoy the Crown, and to rule after his own heart, 

Prov.3.6: /n ad thy wayes acknowledze him, andhe fhall di- 

ret thy paths, The means which we wickedly take, are fome- 

times more quick and fpeedy, but then they are furely danger- 

ous; but the means which God appoints, though they may be 

fometimes flow, yet they are furely comfortable. 

3.1f we would find the good of Gods Providence,then W: muft if we would 

get ourhearts to be upright.1 amthe Almighty God (or the God find the good 
of All-fufficiencies) walk before me, avd be thou perfeét faid God of Providence, 
to Abraham, Gen.17.1.4. d. I am Infinite Goodneffe, and am We mult be 
able to do thee any good, Ican bring upon thee any needful UPB 
blefling. and hinder from thee any hurtful evil, and cake off 

from thee any uncomfortable croffe, and ail this 1 will do for 

thee, if chou wilt walk uprightly before me, fob 22. 21. Ac- 

gaaint thy felf with God, and be at peace , thereby good hall 

come unto thee,v.22. Receive, I pray thee, tke law from his mouth, 

and lay up his words in thine heart. v.23. If thom return to 

the Almighty, thou fhalt be baile up, thon fhalt put away iniqui- 

ty far fromthy Tabernacles. v24. Thon Salt lay up gold as 

dujt, and the gold of Ophir, as the jiones of the bro-ks. V 35 Yea, 

the ~Almighty foill be thy d:fence, and thas- fhalt have plenty of 

filver, v.26. Thenthon foils have thy deligh: in the Almigh- 

ty, and fhalt life up thy face unto God. v. 27. Thon fhalt 

make thy prayer tohim, and he fhall hear thee, and thon fhalt pay 

thy vowes. v 28. Thou fhalt alfodecree a thing and it foall be 

eftablihed unto thee, and the light hall fhine upon thy wayes, 

Ia 33.15. He that walketh righteoufly, and [peaketh upright- 

ly. v.16. He faill dwellon high, bis place of defence , {hall 

be the munition of rocks, breid fhall be given him, bis waters = 
foal be fare. You thallfind Providence {preading it felf for 

che upright. The eyes of tae Lerdrun tooand fre throughout = Chron.1 5.9, 
the whole earth, co hew bimfelf firong in the bebalf of them 

whofe heart is perfek or upright towards him , faid Hanani to 

King Afa. There is Strengeh for them, Prov.10 29. There is 

Gladne(s for them, P/a/.97.t1. Thereis Light in darkneffe tor i 
them, Pfal.1:2.4. There is Søre dwelling for them, Pfal. 

140 13. and ‘Prov.2.21. Nay Every good th'ng is for them, 
Pfal.84.11. If a man hath a crooked heart, and an hypacriti- 

cal heart, that he will have an heart, and an hearc, his heart is 
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not fingle and plain beforethe Lord, he doth not love, nor be- 
ftow himfelf intirely on God, but will obferve him meerly for 
his own ends, and will make a divifion in God bimfelf, thar he 
muft tolerate fuch a lewdneffe or wickedneffe, and then he will 
be for himin any other command. I fay when the heart is fo 
full of flawes and fecret rottenneffe that as the Fewes {pake half 
inthe language of A/bded,and half inthe fewif language fo ~ 
the heart ts half for God, and half for fome worldly or flethly 
luft, nay and perhaps the better half is for thefe ; how juft is 
it with God to deny his gracious power, and his gracious de- 
fence, and his gracious comfort, and his gracious help to fuch 
a perfon, and to leave him inthe bleflings of Providence, who 
leaves his God in the fincerity of his affe@ions. How canft 
thou expect Gods hand, who wilt not give unto him thy heart? 
and why fhould he bleffe thee,who wilt make all Gods bleffings 
but to ferve againft him 2 If thou wilt not be a faithful fervant , 


what reafon haft thou to think that he will be a good Mafter 2 


Therefore this do , if thou wouldft find God for thee, then 
find thy felf to be for God, the righteous fhall be bleffed, and ` 
not forfaken; the land of uprightnefle is impaled with the 
arm of God, and watered withthe fhowers of Heaven. No 


‘good heart hath found God otherwife then a good God; but 


the hypocrite, as he hath a Aaw in his heart, fo he hatha moth 
in his eftate, though he hath fome rejoicing, yet it fhall be 
fhort, for God will not lay out himfelf for h:m who layes out 


himfelf for fin. 


4. If we fhould find the good of Gods Providence, Then 
Wwe muft get and exercife Faith, Faith isthe eye which fees 
our good, and the hand into which God delive sit. You 
know that the Covenant of Grace is a Banner of mercy dif- 


: played, there is nota kind or degree of convenient good which 


is not infolded therein, and Faith isthe arm which carries this 
Banner. It is like that great Vein which lies atthe Liver, into 
which all the blood doth empty it felf, fo Faith is the great 
Grace of the Covenant, unto which God hath promifed to dif- 
penfe all our mercies. All the promifes look towards Faith, as 
the faces of the Cherubims did toward the Mercy feat. As God 
anfwered e4brabam when he intreated for Ihmael, O that 
Tfemael might live inthy fight \ fata God, I wili make of hima 

great 
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great nation , but my Covenant will 1 efbablih with Ifaac, 
Gen.17.20. SothoughGod dothcaft many good things even 
upon evil men becanfe they are his creatures, yet the Believer 
he hath the {pecial grants of affured and fweeceft mercies. Net- 
ther is there any better or furer way to enjoy our good , then 
by Faith to trot upon God forit, P/al.37.39. The falvati- 
on of the righteous of the Lord he is their ftrength inthe time of 
trouble.v.40, And the Lord foal help them and deliver them from 
the wicked, and (avethem becaufe they truf in him. Itis 
eale todemonftrate unto you , the yieldings of Providence in 
allrefpects unto Faith. 

“ Removing of evils and hindring of them: Thefe are acti- 
ons of Providence, and then you know it is faith which hath 
found deliverances (our fathers truftedin thee, and thou aiaft 
deliver them) and itis Faith which hath got hinderances, (.i.) 
Gods Providence to hinder attempts. Hezekiah did ctruft in 
tke Lord his God, and the Lord hindered Senacherib’s enter- 
prize, and turned him back to his home again, 

“c Drefervarion is an other a& of Providence, which whether 
you take for fafety of our perfons, or the fuftaining of our per- 
fons by cloth and meat, in either refpect Faith tinds Provi- 
dence good forit: No better way to fecure our perfons, then 
by Faith to commit them toGod,and he is fure to be fed who is 
able to believe: Every believer may fay as gene Gen.48.15. 
God which bath fed me all my life long wnto this day. Yea, and 
that promife of perpetual finding (Heb.13.5. He hath faid, I 

- will never leave thee nor forfake thee) is the portion of Faith. 
Now wouldft thou haveany good from God? then, as he in 
febofbarnat« cafe, Believe, and ye foal be eftablifhed, if thou 
wouldft geta blefling, get Faith, Go unto the Lord as }acob 
did, and fay, O Lord, thou didft fay, That thou wouldft do 
me good, thy goed Word hath caufed me to apply my heart 
only tothee; thou art the All-fufficient God, and full of good- 
nefs and truth , I defire chee for thy mercy and truths fake, to 
perform and remember the Word upon which thou haft caufed 
metohope: Ah! bethouthe God of my mercies and of my 

comforts, O Lord, Iam notable to command the leaft blef- 
fing tomy felf, but mine eyes are towards thee, I ret on thee 
tobe my God, my portion, my help, my ftay, my deliverance, 
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my comfort, my good which thou haft promited, and which 
nowlcrave. Dothus by Faith, put it onthe Lord, nay, put 
the Lord to ít, fhew him hisown hand, let him know that he 
hath undertaken for thee, and thou art his, and on him 
wilt thou ftay thy felf. Say, ‘‘ O Lord, whether fhoulda 
*: Child go, but to his father? and whether fhould a Believer 
“go, buttohis God? If man promifeth unto man, it isthy 
‘t command that he perform it, though it be to his loffe,and 
‘sic is his honour to be faithful, Now thouart truth it felf, 
“ who haft promifed and canft not lie, nor deny thy felf,; Lo, 
“Tord! isnot this the word which thou had faid ? haf thou 
“ not promifed every good thing, and this in particular? and 
“thou knowelt Ineedit, and do defire it for this end, that I 
‘s might ferve thee better ; Itakethee at thy word, commend 
“ my cafe to thy good mercy, and will reft my felf on thy wif- 
* dom and fidelity, and do befeech thee for thy Covenants 
“faketo blefs me. In this reft and quietnefs fhall be our Sal- 
vation and ftrength ; and no way like this to get God to open 
his hand and to work for us. Whereas unbelief fhuts up hea- 
ven, Faith opens it, God will not do good to him who makes 
him a lyar, but if we can by Faith give glory to God, it 
fhall be a name of joy and praife to him to do us any 
good aifuredly, with all his heart, and with a!l his 
foul. 

5. If we would find the good of Providence, Then we maf 
be diligent in our Callings. The bread of Idlenefsis neither 
{weet nor fure; en idle foul hall fuffer hunger, faith Solomon, 
Prov.19.15. Even e 44am in the {tate of Innocency was to drefs 
the Garden, and now it is impofed on all by the /weat of their 
brows to eat theirb ead, Asinan army the General appoints 
every fouldier to his proper place and fervice, and ‘there to 
ftandand a@t; fo hath God defgned all men to feveral im- 
ployments, one to bea King, others to be Minifters, onein 
this kind, another in that kind of life, and all, both ‘to pre- 
ferve fociety, as alfo to fuftein themfelves. So that the plan- 


tation of particular callings is from Gods providence. Hence 


1 Cor.7.17. As the L rd bath called every man fo ler him walk. 


_ Again, as God hath limbed out particular callings of life, fo 


he hath injoyned induftry in them. You know when an "a 
cer 
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ficer contrives the variety of wheeles; one greater, another 
leffer , one above, another below ; all this Artificial compofi- 
tion is for motion: So, the feveral forms of mens callings they 
areto be managed with action and labour, 1 Cor.1.17. We 
arc to walk in our callings. Eph.4.28. We areto work inour 
callings, Let him labour, working With his hands the thing Which 
is good. 2 Thef.3.12. Exhort them that are fuch, (.i.) thofe 
that would not work,v.10.) and command tkem by cur Lord 
fus Chrift, that with quietnefs they work andeat tkeir own 
bread. Yea, and God hath undertaken for many bleflings to 
chem who are induftrious and diligent in their callings. Prov, 
10.4. The hand of the diligent maketh rich, 13.4. The foul 
of the diligent foal be made fat. 12.24. The hand of tne dili- 
gent fhall bear rule, 21.5. The thoughts of the diligent tend 
only to plenteos/nefs. Yea, and God hath threatned the idle 
life with poverty, with fhame, with penury. As he hath not 
promifed the idle perfon a bit of bread, fo he hath commanded 
to give him noshing,2 Thef. 3.10.7 his we commandcd you,that if 
any Would not werk, neither foould he eat: Sothen,ifwe expect 
any good from Gods Previdence, we muft be in our callings , 
and diligent inthe duties of them. Thou muft not fay, Well, 
God is All-fufficient , his providence is ample and active, I 
have nothing, and I willdo nothing; God will take care for 
me, therefore I will fit ftill, and fleep, and play, or beg, and fo 
I will live. Nay,an idle life, and a believing heart are far e- 
noughafunder; to live by Faith is to live upon Gods promi- 
fes; but God is fo far from promifing any good, that he threa- 
tensthe idle perfon exceedingly. Idlenefs is that which caufeth 
God to forfake our bodies, and the Divel to poffefs our fouis. 
No man hath lefs Means to preferve the Body, and more Tem- 
ptations to infect the Soul thenan idle perfon 

Object. But will fome fay, We are notable to work, and 
then are we debarred from all good from Divine Provi- 
dence ? 

Sol, I anfwer , There are divers forts of difable 
ments , 

“ Some Nataral; as old age , which hath devoured our 


{trength, and hath fcarce left lite enough to keep up ourlife. 


For thofe who have laboured but now cannot, Providence ftirs 
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up pity and the bowels of charitable compaffion to relieve and 


fapport them; and hath provided their table, and lod sires 


and ftayinthehoufes, andhearts, and hands of the able and 
merciful, 

‘© Some Accidental. aswhenthe inftruments of labour by 
fome accident aretakenaway. The Souldier in the War lofeth 
his arms, and hands, and leggs, hecan only look upon what 
he fhould do, but is not able to do what he weuld. Now Pro- 
vidence here again hath commanded arms of help to them who 
areelfeevery way helplefs. 

“ Some Voluntary ; who-have integrity in their limbs, and 
marrow in their bones, but lazineffe in their fpirits. They 
are able, but not willing, like the Drones which foyft inte 
the Hiveand fteal away the fweet provifions of the laborious 


Bees. So dothefe, live unprofitably and fuck only from the- 


fruits of the diligent. God hath provided the Magi- 
trate to relieve thefe with a whip of Correction, and an houfe 
of ; Labour. i 
Obj. We can get no work. ; 
Scl, 1. Why did you put your felfout of it? you had em: 


ployment, but any fervice is too much to an evil and idle 


perfon. 

2. Perhaps you did much work with one hand, and did over- 
work with the other: There was a falfe finger inthe work; 
and verily it is rare to find a theevith nature, a pilfering hand , 
very far from a lazy, and idle, and flothful difpofition. Weil 
then, be you doing, if you expect that God thould be doing: 
thruit not your felves out of the way of his Providence; to thy 
fhop again, andto thy needleagain, and to thy labour again 
if chou would{t befed and clothed. IF thy beare be honof and 
thy hands painful, and thy defires moderate, and thy fowl be- 
lieving ; God will fo water thy labours wich his bleffed provi. 
dence, that thon fhalt have fufiiciency, though notmagnifi- 
cence; enough fhall be thy portion allthy dayes.. 

Ifthere be a Providence which dozh wifely difpofe all things, 
thenthis may yet leffon us to Q zist osr felvesnader ail the in- 
juries which light wponus inthis life. -David Was-onceina 
great {trait, when his owa fon turned fraytoriand purlued him; 
and that which might add. bitternefs to his forrow, was this,thac 


Shimei. 


n. 
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Shimei barks againft-him, and reproacheth and raileth at him: 
And thus faid Shimei when.he curfed David, Come out , ceme 
ont thou bloody man, thon man of Belial, 2 Sam.16.7. How 
doth David take this? So, Let kim curfe, becaufe the Lora 
hath faid to kim, Curfe David. Who fhal! then [ay to him, 
Wherefore haft thou done fo? Inlikemanner fhou!d we incline 
our hearts , like the rocks, co an unmovednefs when the waves 
of injurious tongues do fplit themfelves againit us: We fhould 
have an eye toGods Providencein them; they could not befal 
us without the permiffion of Providence. If any perfon with- 
hold his favour fromus, if he doth beftir himfelf in our dif- 
grace, if he feeks our hurt and prejudice, though the perfon 
fins init, yet we are to look higher then the ftone that is 
thrown; weare to have aneyeevenunto heaven: God hath 
many leffons for us even through our injuries and re- 
proaches. 

1. To compaffionate the bitter flomachs of wicked perfons , 
and to pray the more for them, who revile and injure 
us. 

2. To arm us againft rhofe evils which they unjuftly caft up- 
onus: If webenotfo, yet we might have been fo, or may 
be fo as they reproachus, and therefore now weare to bleffe 
that God who hath with-heldus, and to pray to him {till co 
keepus, and foto work out our falvation with fear and trem- 
bling. . 

3. To frame us to much holy Circum/pection: What indig- 
nities would malicious tongues faften onus, having occafion 
given, who are fo plentiful already in their reproaches meerly 
from their own grounds of malice? The fouldiers inan army 
are alwayes in the beft and ftricteft part of military difcipline , 
when the enemy inrounds them with their weapons and guns. 
The eye which God hath on us, fhould be the principal reafon 
of a circumfpect converfation, but the eye ever of our e- 
nemies, may be a good occafion for us co be watchful and 


tender. 
I will now clofe up this Doctrine of Providence with an Ufe Uf 
of Comfort and duty to the Church and people of God. din tae 


Firft, For Comfort : Gods provi- 
; Since there is a fpecial Providence attively and effectually dence, 
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laying out it felf in a fingular way for the good of the Church, 
then this may be as a rock for the Charch to ftay and rek it felf 
in all the varieties and difficulties of its militant eftate and con- 
dition. S. Aaguftin well diftinguifheth of the Church, that 
there are two parts ofit: Una effin fide, altera in fpecie, One 
isin Faith, Another isin Vifion: Usain tempore pergrinatio- 
nis, altera in eternitate manfionts, one is travelling, the other 
is lodging, one isin labour, the other isin reft, one isin the 
way, another is in the country. Now weare not to fpeak of 
that Church which is above all adverfity, but of that which is 
expofed to afflictions, not of that which is perfectly victori- 
ous, but of that which is continually agonizing and combating ; 
not of that which rejoiceth above all Tentations, but of that 
which is affiKed in all Trials. This Militant part of the Church, 
though it be as Gold, yetitis like Goldin the fire; though it 
be built asa Rock, yet many waves do beat upon that Rock ; 
though it be as the Ark of Noah, built and preferved by a fpe- 
cial hand of heaven, yet itis moving upon a tumultuous deluge 
of Troubles. It’strue, thatallmen whatfoever,are by reafon 
of fin capable of many calamities in this life, but che Church 
(by reafon of its goodnels) is expofed to a more keen and fharp 
edge of malice, and reproach, and perfecution, and hardfhip. 
That holineffe and integrity which (one would think) fhould 
be the guard and defence (asit isthe honour and glory of the 
Church) occafionally proves (by reafon of that oppofite wick- 
ednefs inevil men) to bethe reafon and mark of all eontradi- 
ction and contempt. Yea, fo deeply is the Church (oft times) 
attempted, affaulced.and oppreffed , that as David heretofore 
ftaggered ina furvey of the profperity of badmen, and of the 
calamity of good men,fo many hearts (now) are neer to fufpect 
and admire either the reality or efficacy of a {pecial Providence, 
feeing fuch fenfible confufions, and as it were , oblivions and 
neglects of Providence :. That Gad, who is fo good and graci- 
ous, fhould fuffer his Cburch to be fo tired out with miferable 
evils. which Church, he faith, that he doth affectionately love. 
And that God who is fo-juft fhould yet: leave his Church to the 
cruelties and injuftice of the enemies. Andthat God who is fo 


Omnipotent, fhould not by force of hand refcue the people of 


his Covenant, and purchafe out of the clawes and tyranous info- 
ù =Y JAF lency ; 
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lency of them that hate his Name, and wouid utterly ruinate 
hisfervants. But as they fay of the Air, that though that parc 
which is next to us be full of Meteors, and Vapours, and Thun- 
ders, yet that which is nearer heaven ts ferene, and calm, and 
peaceable, and quiet; fo I fay here, that though to a fenfible 
eye the Church (by all oppofitions) feems to be neglected, yee 
look upon it with a fpiritual eye upwards to the workings and 
admirable love and care of Divine Providence, it is moft calm, 
and {weet, and fafe, and happy. Andthat you may the more 
quiet you hearts in the truth ofthis, T wil fhew unto you fixCom- 
forts which the Militant Church may confidently draw from 
Gods Providence. 1. From the Parpofe of it and counfel. six Comforts 
2. Another fromthe Pewer and might of it. 3. A third from forthe Mili- 
the Tendernefs and affections of it, 4. A fourth from the pif- tat Church, 
dom and skill ofst. 5. A fifth fromthe Fidelity and trath of 
a st. 6. Afixth from the Stability and conftancy of it. 
I1. One Comfort which the Church may take from Provi- 
dence, ref{pects the Parpofe and counfel of it: Where ali that From the Pur- 
I will couch is this, That Divine Providence hath decreed and ee r PTY 
purpofed all calamities for the good of his Church. fo 
1. Nothing befals chem but what God hath decreed and de- 
termined ; as nothing befel Chrift but what God had before or- 
deined > They are afl: ons to which we were ordeinea , 
1 Thef 3. 
2. Allis deceeed for good, in 7ofephs cafe, Davids cafe, the 
Apoftlescafe , for perfecutions bey were tothe advantage of the 
Gofpel. All things hall work, for good, Gc. They are not di- 
vaftations and deftructions, but explorations and advantages.: 
Itis one thing which the enemies of the Church intend, and a- 
nother thing which God doth determine. He who thrutt his 
{pear into the fide of his adverfary purpofed his death, but he 
did rip open and let out an impofthume and fo faved hs life: 
fo though wicked men project ruine and rafing to the ground, 
that the Houfe and Name of God may be no more in remem- 
brance, yet God decrees admirable good by all encounters and 
oppreffures to his own people. The gold is never purer then 
in the fire, and the wheat never cleaner then in a wind, and the 
water never Clearer then when it runs among the ftones and 
socks, and the fheep never keep together fo orderly in their: 
OWD 
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own paftures as when the wolvesare about to worry them, and 
the mufical inftrument rever founds fo fweetly as whenyou 
ftrike it with your fingers, Soisit withthe Church, the times 
ofits calamity are the times of its beauty, their hearts are ne- 
ver more humbled, their wayes never more reformed and made 
white, their graces and heavenly opportunities never more im- 
proved, their fellowfhip never more kindled, and their prayers 
and dependancies never more doubled and quickned then when 
the bondage of Pharach, the threatnings of Herod, the rodof 
the wicked doth reft onthe backs of the righteous. If wicked 
men do tear their bodies, yet God will preferve their fouls, if 
they deform their beauty, yetGod will reform their hearts ; 
if they wafte their eftates, yet God will make up their comforts ; 
ifthey take away their lives, yet God will give them heaven. 
There is no calamity which befals the Church, but either it 
fhall bea Medicine to heal, oraLafhto quicken, or a Trial to 
difcover;it fhall bean advantage to the Gofpel,an enlargement 
of the ftock, anda ftep to glory. 

From :he pow- 2 Another Comfort refpects the power of Divine Provie 

erof Divine dence: The power of Gods Providence is an All-mighty hand, 

Providence. and the Church (even in its moft calamitous ftraits) is held in 
this hand, theyare Stars held in Chrifts right hand, Rev.z. 
Ifa.j1.12. J,even I am be that comferteth yon. Who art thon, 
that thou foouldft be afraid of a man that foall die, and of the fon 
of man, Who fhall be made as grafe? 13. And forgetteft the 
Lord thy maker, that hath flretched cut th: bcavens and laid the 
foundation of the earth hafi feared continuallyevery day becaufe 
of the fury of the oppreffor,as sf he were ready to defroy and Where 
as the fury of the oppreffor? 15. But lam the Lard thy God, 
eee. 16. I have covered thee with the fhadew of my bands. 
Ifa.41.8, Thou Ifrael art my fervant, Jacob whim I have chee 
fen, the feed of Abraham my friend. v.10. Fear thou not, for 
I am With thee; be not difmaied, for Iamihy God; I Wild 
fivengthenthee, yea, Iwill help thee; yea, I will uphold thee 
with the right hand of my righteoufuef[e. v.14. Fear not, thon 
worm Jacoh, and ye men of Ifrael, I will help thee, faith the 
Lord, and thy redeemer the holy owe of Ifrael. If God be with 
us (faidthe Apoftle) who canbe againft as? Rom8.31. He 
means, None canin afinal and total vi@orioufnefs be againft 

us 
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us. en Jobsa was by Perichs, he lifted up his eyes, and 
behold there ftood a man over againit him with his fword 
drawn in his hand,and 7ofo42 went unto him and laid, ert thox 
for us, or for our adverfaries? andhe (ard, Nay but as a (ap- 
tain of she boff of the Lord am I nowcoms, So when you hear 
that the power of God isa Fort, anda Tower, a Strong Hold, 
a Sure Defence, an Almighty Arm, a Valiant hand which laid 
the foundations of the Earth,and fpread out the Heavens, ac 
the fhaking of which the Nations tremble, and the inhabitants 
fall down for fear , that it is glorious in terribleneffe, and none 
can harden himfelf againft ic and profper, and ic doth whatfo- 
everit will, O ! will you fay, this were a good fhield, and a fafe 
protection, but for whom is this power, is it for the Church, or 
for che adverfartes thereof >? Nay verily the arm of his power is 
ftretched out and brandifhed for the good of his Church and for 
the confufion of her enemies. Therefore as the Prophet {pake to 
thediftreffed part of the Church in //2.8.12.Say ye not a confe- 
deracy to all them to whom this prople fhal! fay a confederacy, nei- 
ther fear ye their fear nor be afraid.v.13.Sanctify the Lord of hoft s 
kimfelf, and let him be your fear and let kim be your dread. v.14. 
And ke fhall be for a fanttaary &c.So though there be a confede- 
racy, a multitude of combined enemies in malice and power, 
yet fear nor, there isa greater power on the Churches tide, One 
God is {tronger then all. 
But let me break this into fome particulars, the power of The power of 
Providence is many wayes for the Church : Providence, 
1. le doth bridle all tke power of the enemies, Veluntatem ae de 
habsnt, potestatem non babent. They have a malicious will of > 09S 
theirown, but no power of their own, they can do neither 
good nor evil. Asthey have No power but (as Chrif faid to 
Pilate) what isGiven to them, fo they are not able to exercife 
any power above Gods pleafure. The curt Dogs may {narfe, 
but he can bite none further then his chain doth reach: Gods 
Providence hath a power, which is a chain caft over the malice 
of evil men, reftraining their wrath, as David {peaks , and a 
hook in their noftrilsas L/asah (peaks concerning Sennackerib: 
Thos reigneft over all, and in thine hand ts porer and might, 
fid David aChron. 29.12. We are deceived when we fo 
much exal: and fear the ftrength which evil men _— to 
Chcms- - 
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themfelves and boaft of, and withal when we fay that the 
Church is weak and gafping. If all the Divels in hell fhould 
= prefent themfelves in their legions, and every wicked man living 
fhould concenter with all the armories of rage and defperate- 
neffe againft one poor filly weak difarmed member of Chrift, 
and his Church, they are not all of them able ( unleffe God 
give way) to fpeak good norevil, not able to touch the leaf 
hair of his head, as Chrift here {peaks , Ifa. 59,19. when rhe 
enemy [hall come in like a floud, the Spirit of the Lord hall lift 
H.a. King of “P4Jtandard againft him, Theymay intend, but fhall not act ; 
France, Thefe they may rage, but they fhall not effect, they may threaten , 
eyes fhall fee but they fhall not execute , they may fhew themfelves to be 
thee burned; wicked men, but God can laugh them tofcorn, and dafh their 
oe a Keep countels, and annihilate their ftrength, and withhold their arm, 
himin Prion alitheir malice is under command, and power under controll, 
till Ieecurn in Omne fub imperio imperium majere. ; 
Peace, bur&e, 2. Jt canconfound all their power: When they have plotted 
Confounds and confulted, when they have begun, and think to profper ; 
their powers when they have atchieved fome part of their defign. and ap- 
plaud their villanous infolencies; whenthey think to break the 
heart of the Church with unfufferable rigors, yet then canthe 
power of Providence arife, and brandifh it felf, and d:fappoint, 
and refcue. It can take out the prey from the teeth of the lyon, 
and in a moment put a period to a Babel of haughty cruelty. 
When Pharaoh contrives an extinguifhment cf J/rae/, God can 
quench his rage inthe deeps of the fea, and in defpight of him 
lead away his people. When Sexuacherib vaunts himfelf a- 
gainft the remarkable weaknefle of Hezekiah, God fetcht him 
home with hafte and his own fons didkilihim. When Julian 
, the Apoftate had vowed an extreme Oblation of all the lives 
` of the furviving Chriftians, as Gregory Nazianzen reports, 
God ftruck him with an arrow, and he defperately threw out 
his blood againft him whom he could never conquer. When 
Eugenins the Tyrant endeavoured againft the armies of the 
Chriftians under Tweodofins, God gave che very windsa power 
to wreft the weapons out of the enemies hands. When the 
Moabites confederated wt the Amonires & thofe of Mount Seir, 
again{t Judah, God did turn their weaponsagainft themfelves, 
and they mutually became their own executioners. How eafie 
| is 
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is it with God,(and he hath done it) to overthrow his Churches 
enemies, even with their own fears, orelfero cut off the prime 
infpirer, and Achitophel with a fudden blow ; or elfe to actuate 
fome unexpected and weak refiftances to their grand and nota- 
ble defeatings ; even a Gideon with three hundred men, ora 
David withaftone, So that no Weapon that is formed againft 
the Church, fhall profper. 

3. Itisable to windin unto the Church tts intended good, Brings stow 
even bythe very malice of its enemies, Fofeph is fold by his eae 
brethren to be a bondflave, but by Divine Providence to bea ait; — pea 
Prince and a Father: Haman aimes at the ruine of Mordecai, malice of ai i 
and yet after all his ftirrings, he is forced to hold the ftirrup to enemies, 
him, and to be Herald of his honor. The Phari/ees and Scribes 
never leave till they kill Chrift, andthereby occafionthe great- 
eft happineffe which ever the Church could enjoy. 

4. 111s able to profper the Church, yea under all the oppreffi- Profper the 
ons of stsexemies. Pharaoh fets Taskmatters over the //raclires Church under 
toafli@ them with their burdens Exod.1.11,12. but the more®!! Pere Rons, 
they afflicted chem, the more they multiplied and grew. As a 
Tradefman may thrive exceedingly in the confluence of allen- 
vy, fo the Church may profper inthe midft of all oppofition. 
Even when the enemies rage, will God fet his King upon bs holy 
Hill of Sion, Pfal.2.1, &c. 

5. Tecan give firength tohis Church to (uffer, and power to Gives ftrengrh 

il its enemies. In all chefe thin i weet hie ee 

conquer a BS We are more toen to fuffer, and 
Conquerors, faid Past, Rom.8. and though the Dragon made power to con- 
war with the Saints, yet They overcame him by the blood of the quer allitse- ` 
lamb and by the Teftimony of bw Word, Rev.11. This is certain, omies. 
Providence is able to ftop evil men that they fhall not imploy 
their malice, andif they do, he can deny them occafion, and 
if they lay hands he can yet deliver them, and if they kill them 
yet they fhall never conquer them, for Grace knowes no death, 
and the Church fhall abide forever, no not the gates of Hell 
fhall prevail againft it. 

3. Another comfort to the Church, may be, the Tender- The tenderne’s 
nefe of Providence; therefore you read that God ftands in all of Providence. 
the relations of affection to his Church asa Father, Jer. 31.0. 

I ama Father to Ifrael, and Ephraim is my firft born. Asa 
Mother to a fucking ehild: Z/a. 49.15. As a Shepherd to his 
J ii flock, 
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flock, Per.3.10. He that fcatters Ifrael, will gather him, and 
keep him as a fo:pherd dith sl Asa Friend to his Fami- 
liar acquaintance: Cant.5 16. This i my beloved, and this is 
my friend O daugh-ers of Jerufalem, faith the Church; and 
Abraham is called The friend of God. Yea and obferve the 
bowels of his compaffion towards his people diftceffed and af- 
flited. Exod.2.23. The children of Ifrael fighed by reafon 
of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came wp unto God. 
v.24. And God heard their groaning, and God remembrea bis 
x Covenant with Abrabam, with Ifaac, and Facob. v.25. And 
God looked upon the children of Ifrael, andGod had refpet an- 
Pitiful tothem. So Exod.3.7- Ihave furely feen the-affliition of my 
people which arein Egypt, and have heard their cry by reafon 
Thoughtful, of their Taskmafters, for 1 know their forrowes. v.8. And 
Helpful Iam come diwn to deliver them. V. 9, Now therefore behold 
: the cry.of the children of Ifrael is come up unto me, and I bave 
alfo [een theopprefian wherewith the Egyptians oppreffe them. 
v.10. Come now therefore, and Iwill fend thee unto Pharaoh, 
that thiu mayeft bring forts the children of Ifrael out of Egypte 
1fa.63.9, Inall their afflsctions he was afflitted, andthe Angel 
of his prefeace faved them, in bs love angin his pity be redeem- 
edthem , and hebsrethem, andcarried them all the dayes of 
old. Deut. 32,10. He kept them ds the apple of bis eye, as as 
- Eagle ftirreth up ber neft, flatterech over bzr young, fpreadeth 
abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings, fo 
the Lard alone did lead them. Now what a comfort isit to the 
Church, that the Almighty God is its mot gracious and tender 
Father ? that his. fingular affettions and, thoughts are 
yerning towards it ? thit he is fo fenfible, and fo compaffio- 
nate? How can it beill with the Church, whilesits God hath 
power enough to help, and love enoug' to beltow it? 
=> 4, Another comfort to the Church refpedts the wifdom of 
oy wildom of py yidenze. The wifdom of Péovidence coafifts in 1. A di- 
rovi lence, : | Ai fa: 
in whaticcon- [cerning of what.may begood forthe Church. 2,4 forefecing 
Ais. of all the evils which may or fhall befallic. 3. Æ dsfappoine- 
ing of thofe evils, 4, eAn ordsring of them, if they do be- $ 
fallit: §, Devifing means of fafety. 6. In feafonable fup- . 
‘plies of ftrength or deliverance. Now what acomfort is this, | 
thatthe Church being to-deal with {trong-enemies , hath yet a 
2 : More- 
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more powerful God >? beingtodeal with malicious and cruel 
enemies, it hath yeta moft tender and affectionate God ; and 
being to deal with politics and fubtil enemies, it nath yet a wife 
and urderftanding God, againft whom there is ro wifdom nor 
counfel, who is able To rake the wicked in the work cf their 
cwn hands, Itis truethatche enemiesof the Church are fub- 
tile, as well as malicious , they are not onely the generation of 
the Dragon, but alfo the feed of the Serpent; and are called 
Foxes for their wilineffes, hence youread of their Traps, of 
their Nets, of their Devices, mi/chievous Devices, of their 
Snares, and Ginnes (inthe Scripture); they have their preten- 
ces, blends, cunning femblances to cover their rotten hearts 
and intentions, and yet mifchief, and falfhood, and death isin 
their choughts: But God is wifer then man, and he takes the 
wicked in their own devices , and inclofeth them in their own 
net, and caufeth them to fall oft times into the very pit which 
they dig for others ; he fees all the contrivances, and ean blow 
upon their confultations, and find wayes to refcue and deliver 
his own people. 

5. A fifth comfort is from The fidelity and truth of Provi- The fidelity of 
dence. Weallknow that God hath undertaken great matters Providence: 
for his people, you cannot imagine that particular cafe and 
exigent where Providence will not pur in for the Church. Now 
Godss faithful Who bath promifed. Though you may fee the 
Church like a Tree, lopr even tothe root, thatthe enemies 
{corn atit,as an outcaft, and as one forfaken , though it be 
brought to that fenfible perifhingnefs as Exzekie/s dead dry 
bones, yet God will breath again upon it, and it fhall live in 
his fight, he will gather again his elect, and caufe them to take 
root downward and to bring forth fruit upward, the zeal of 
the Lord of hofts will performit, Joth.23.14. Ye know in all 
your hearts, andin all your fouls that not onething hath failed 
of all the good things which the Lord your God [pake concern- 
ing you, all are come to pafs unto you, and not one thing hath 
failed thereof. Youneverread the time, nor ever fhall know 
the day when the enemies fhall make an utter end of the Church, 
but God hath been and will be in fome part of it, directing ; 
inanother parc ftrengthening, in another comforting, in ano- 
ther uelping and delivering ,in another reftraining, and feattcr- 
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ing, and confounding the enemies of it. ri 


The conftancy 6. Laftly, The conftancy of Providence is another comfort. 
of Providence.. Providence isaneye fll open for the Church, Pial, 121.3. 


For, Daty). ! 


He that keepeth thee will not [lumber , verf. 4. Bebold he 
that keepeth Ifrael feall neither flamber nor fleep. v.8. The 
Lord [hall preferve thy going out and thy coming in from this 
sime forth, andeven for evermore. SoYla.51.7. Hearkes ura 
to me ye that know righteonfneffe, the people in whofe heart is my 
law, fear ye not.the reproach of men, neither beafraid of their 
revilings. v.8. For the Moth foall eat them up like a gar- 
ment, and the worm foall eat them like wooli, but my righteou/- 


nefe hall. be for ever, ana my Jalvation from. generation to 


eneration, So Ma.42.14. Ihave long time helden my peace, 
Í have been fiill, and refrained my [eif now will I deftroy, and 
devoure at once. V. 15. J Will make Wafle mountains and 
hills.. v.16, I will bring the blind by a Way that they know not, 
Iwill make darkze ffe light before them, and crooked things ftrait , 
thefe things will Ido unto them, and net forfake them. Provie 
dence hath worked hitherto and ftill doth work. 1. The fame 
God. 2. The fame Church continued. 3. The fame Cover 
nant ; 4. Great inftances of it ftill. Nay God muft deny 
his own oath and his own feal, if he will utterly leave his 
Church. Hehath entred into an everlafting Covenant with ir. 
Now. put. all chefe notions together, may not the Church of 
Chrift take courage and heart which hath a God who is the 
author of all good, decreeing nothing but geed unto it, who 
hath an Almighty power exercifing it felf for it, Aloft render 
affections towardsit,Wifdom to forefee,and divertyand defeat and 
fupply; Faithfulneffe to bind kimfelf to allthis; Stability that he 
will never leave nor forfake but as the. mountains are round aq 
bout ferufalem, [othe Lord is round about his people from hences 
forth and for ever. What could we with more to the Church then 
good? and what more for the fafety of itthena fingular love, 
an infinite power, an exalted wifdom and, an everlafting fidelity 
to ac and perform allthis 2, Thereforelet.us not Forget the 
Lord oar Maker that hath ftretched forth the heavens ana laid 
the foundations of the earth. Neither let us Fear every- day 
becaule of the fury of the oppreffor, as if he were ready.. to de- 
froy, for where athe fury of the oppreffor,Wa,s1.13. 
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There are divers things which do concern the Church , 
efpecially at thofe times when the enemies infult over it,and fhe 
feems to be'defolate and is much oppreffed, and God goes not Lern, 
forth with her armies. 

1. Toreform the Provocations of God: Even Ifrael may a3 reform the 
ftee before the men of ei if I/rael hath finned. Gods own fa E 
peopte fhall feelthe fmart ofthe rod , if they trefpaffe againft i 
him, Itis not that his hand is fhortned that he cannot fave , 
but our fins will feparate *twixt God and us: In ali the cata- 
mities of the Church letus not accufe God for want of af- 
fection, butour felves for want of obedience; not him for 
want of juftice, but our felves for want of Repentance , not 
him for want of power, but our felves for want of careful- 
nefleand obfervance. Pfal.81.13.Ob that my people had keark- 
ned unto me, and Ifrael had walked in my wayes. 14. I poulid 
foowhave fubdued their enemies, and turned my band againff their 
adverfaries. 15. The haters of the Lord fhouldhave [ubmit- 
tedthemfelves unto him, but their time fhould have endured 
forever. The Church many times (like our bodies ) cons 
tra@s many vile and dangerous humours, and therefore no 
marvel if God opensa vein (even by their enemies {word ) 
toletout the rank blood. If the Miniftry be contemned , 

` the Sabbath prophaned and defpifed, fwearing grows high 
and common, drunkenneffe (like the deluge ) fpreads over 
all forts of perfons, that there remaineth fcarce any more 
then a Name, a formal Profeflion: We may fay, That Di- 
vine Providence is juft in permitting the enemies to affli@ his 
, people, thatat length they may fee from whence they are 
fallen and repent , and then affuredly they fhall find the Lord 
tobe merciful unto them. And verily God doth for this caute 
(many times ) fuffer his own to be fhaken, attempted, op- 
preffed, chat they might by their calamities underftand and 
reform that which they would not heed inthe dayes of their 
peace and fecurity. We learn chat in afflidion which we 
would not hearken unto in profperity ; when the Thief 
was on theCrofie, then he thinks of an heavenly Kingdom. 
2. To put it felf upon this fingular providence by fervent and Pus our (e'ves 
humble prayer: Seethe practice of the Church in this Z/a. = Sin- 
63.15. Look down from heaven, and behold from the habitation SU — 
. y fer 
of èby halinefs and of thy glory, Where ss thy zealand thy ven: Prayers. 
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firength the founding of thy bowels and of thy mercies towards 
me? arethey refrained? 16. Donbtleffe thom art our father, 


though, @c.. Thon, O Lord, art our father, our redeemer, thy: 


Name is from everiafting. 17. Return, O Lord, for thy fer- 
vants fakes, thetrbes of chine inheritance, 18. The people cf 
thy holinefs have pofi fed it but a little while ouradverfaries have 
trodden dows thy fanttuary. 19. We arezhine, thou never ba- 
reft rule over them, they were not called by thy Name. SO 8- 
gain in the next Chapter the Church goes on inthe fame Pathe- 
tical form of importunate Prayer. Ifa.64.1. O that thou woulaft 
rend the heavens, that thon wouldft come down, that the monn- 
tains might flow down at thy prefence. v.6. We are all as an 
unclean thing,and all our righteoufnelfes as filthy rags c. Our 
iniquities like the wiad have takenusaway. V.7. And there is 
none that calleth uponthy Name, that ftirreth up himf/elf to take 
hold of thee ; for thon haft bid away thy face fromus, and haft 
sonfumed us becaufe of our inignities. v.8. But now, O Lora, 
thou art our father, Wwe are the (lay and theu our Potter, ana 
we are all the work of thine hand. v.9. Benet wroth very fore, 
O Lord, neither remembcr iniquity for ever; Behold, fte we bea 
Secch thee, we ave all thy pecple. v.10. Thy holy Cities area 
wilderneffe , Zion ts a wilderneffe, ferufalem a defclation. 
v.11. Osr holy and our beautifal honfe wherein our fathers prat- 
fed thee is burnt up with fire, and all onr plealant things ave laid 
wafer v.12.Wilt thou refrain thy felf for thefe thixgs,O Lora? 
Wilt thou hold thy peace and afflitt us very [ore ? Nay, feeGod 
putting his people upon this courfe, and anfweringis. Ifa.62.6 
Ye that make mention of the Lord keep not silence. v.7. And 
give him no reft till he eftablify, and till he make Jerufalem a 


_ praifeintheearth, v.8.The Lord hath {worn by bis right band, 


and by the arm of bis frrength, farely I will no more give thy 
Corn to be meat for thine enemies, and the (ons of the Branger foal 
not drink thy Wine for which chow haf laboured. v. 9. Bus they 
that have gathered it [hall eat it and praife the Lord. v. 11. Say 
ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold thy falvation cometh ; beheld, 
his reward is with him and his work before kim. v.12. And 
they hall call them, The holy people, the redeemed of the Lord; 
and thou fhalt be called, Sought out, a city not forfaken, .There 
is no better wayto appeafe God then true repentance , nor 


furer weapon to overthrow the enemy then faithful and éar- 
neht prayer. 3, En- 
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3. Engage this fingular Providence for you by your truft in Engage this 


God, and your dependance npon his Providence for your [elves and 
for his Churches. To quicken you to chiz take thefe Motives, 

1. You arecommanded to truft in Gud, to caf your care 
upon him, 1 Pet 5.7. To caf your burden on the Lord, Plal.ss. 
22. Tocomsmit the keeping of your fouls to him in well-doing , 
1 Pet.4.19. Commit thy way unto the Lord, traft alfo in him, 
Pial.37.5. Now itis obfervable chat every one of thefe injun- 
‘Gions have annexed to them a fingular encouragement , Caft 
your care on him, for be careth for you. Cak thy burden on 
the Lord and he hall (ufbein thee, he will never [ufer the righ- 
teous to be moved. Commit the keeping of your fouls to him , 
as unto a faithful Creator. Commit thy way unto the Lord, 
and he fhal! bring it to pafs. ; 

2. He willundertake, and can and doth order all things af- 
ter the counfel of his own will whether you willtruft him or 
not, That which Elihu {pake may beappliedin this cafe, 70b 
34.33. Should ts be according tothy mind? he will recompince 
st whether thon refuse, or whether thou chafe. 

3. There is no people to whom God is fo much engaged as 

to his Church and people. 1. Inthe affections of a gracious, 
and eternal and choice love. 2. In the relations of father , 
husband, king. 3. Inthe cbligationsof an everlafting Cove- 
nant, fothit he muft deay himlelfif he deny his vigilant care 
over his people in covenant with him. 
' 4 There is no people for whom he hath done as for his 
Church, he hath not done foto or for amy nation: HeisaGod 
doing wonders, great and ftrange things againft all the fury of 
oppreffors. j 

5. He never yet failed his Church, but hath lefe large teti- 
monies of his Providence in their lowe't, meaneft and moit hope- 
lels condition. Sothat we may comfortably trat and depend 
upon his Providenee. Though the Churches time be never fo 
troublefom: Though the Church be brought never fo fow: 
Though the deliverances of the Church ftay never folong: 
Though the helps of che Church on earth be never fo few and 
contemptible: Though the Calamities of the Church fhould. 
be yet far greater, 
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The Contents of the Do&rine of 
PROVIDENCE, 


47 OD hath aProvidence extending to alt the Creatures 
QG and the thingsabout them 352 What this extenfive pros 


vidence ts 353 -HoW it may appear tobe [0358 Why the vi- 
left finners go anpunifeed 360 And profper in their proceedings 
360 Axndthe beft men tobe opprefed 361. — 

God hath ina more fingular way a fpecial providence over 


his Church and people 362 Which appears In attions exerci{id 


about the Church 364, The means and wayes which God bath 


fed for bis Church366 “The fruits of providence, Andiffues- 


of all occurrences 363  Reafons of this fingularity of providence 
370 What it čs to depend on Gods providence 372 eArgu- 
ments for dependance on providence 373 Divers things abont 
which we vex our felves in vain, as 1. Deadnefs of means. 


2. Croffenefs of events. 3. The weaknefs of “our conditions, — 


4. The great ftrength ora prefent affliction. 5. Strange checks 


ings after probable proceedings. 6. The doubtfulnefs of po-- 


flerity; AU thefe grounds of vexation taken cf 379 Arguments 
againft vexation and difqutet of mind 397 Waiting upon provs- 
dence, what 399 The way of providence in refpet of times and 
feafons 400 Directions to frame the heart to contentment with 
our prefent portions and effates 406 eAdvice to apply our felves 
to the Wayes of Gods progadence 408 Direftiens forthe applica- 
tion of our felves to (uch wayes by which we may find divine prov 
vidence tobe a blef[ed and comfortable providence unto us 409 
We mufi quiet our [elves under all injuries in this life418 Com- 
forts tothe Church from divine providence: 1. From the Pare 
pofe and coun{el of tt. 2 The Power and might of it. 3.The Ten- 
dernefs and affettions of st. 4: The Wifdom and skill of it: §.The 
Fidelity and truth of it.6.The Stability and Conftancy of it.421. 

The Druty of the Charch: 1.7» reform the provocations of 
God 429 2.To put it felt upon this fingular providence by fer- 


vent and humble prayer 4293 To engagethw Gingular pravis 


dence by our Truh 431. 
P f FINIS’ 


©- 


ee 


Š Wi Ẹ pg” , 
NT 


